FORM A - AREA SURVEY Form numbers inthis area Area no.

no
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 177-D-I
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Wbr cest er

Narme of area (if any) Whittall Mills

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Staple to left side of form 3. General date or period ca.l590-1930

Photo number

4. |Is area uniform (explain):

in style? (utilitarian industrial)
in condition? no (poor to .good)

in type of ownership? Nes (private)

Rol | 23 - in use? '~ (industrial)

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (includingroute numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

®Y"X

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by B,R. Pfeiffer
USGS Quadrant
Organization Worc. Heritage Pres« Soc,

MHC Photo no.
Date revised March 1979

(over) UTH
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7. Historical data. Explainthe historical/architectural importance of this area.

Tne Whittall Mills are an extensive grouP of three- and four-storey brick
factory buildings nost of which were built between ca,| 870 and 1910.

The district formed by the vVhittall Mills is bounded on the east and south
by the Mddle River (a branch of the Bl ackstone River%, on the north bj
Sout hbri dge and Cronﬁton Strjeets and on the west by the railroad tracks

of the former Norwich and Worcester Division of the Nw England Railroad,
later the Few York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad, Boundaries for the
area were selected to contain al | the carpet mlls owned by Matthew J.
Vihittall at the height of his conpany's prosperity in 1911. Areas con-
tiguous to the factories (north and westg) are residentialwith no addi-
tional factory buildings, while areas east and south are conpletely
separated from the factory by water and Interstate 295»

Bui l dings contained within the destrict are |isted below according to
nanmes shown in Richardson's 1911 Atlas of the City of Worcester, Mass. ;
(excepting those structures built after 1911):7

1. Main Offices; Facing Brussels Street, this building is a four-storey
brick structure with a flat roof; on itseast elevation is a five-storey
tower with hip roof and clock (on each elevation) at the fifth storey;
architectural ornament consists of decorative bricicwork on the tov;er
and noul ded brick trim at various entries; a placque on the facade
(east) bears the Inscription"MJ. Vihittall - 1910". ;

2. (First) Power Houses Bearing a placque inscribed "1903", the Pov;er
House 1 s a one-and-one-half-storey brick building with Classical _
decorative trim the structure was built by Matthew Whittall to provide
power to the whole mill conplex, reBIacing three earlier power houses,
originally equipped with 2250-h.p, boilers; the building's exterior
s framed into bays of equal size by brick piers which frame (in each
bay) two square basenent wi ndows, an arched wi ndow (1st storey) and
three square lights (2nd storey). The roof is flat and has a stepped '
brick parapet with granite coplng.

3. Whittall Mill #2; Bears placque inscribed "1869 - MJ, Vihittall";
three-storey brick structure with nearly flat roof and square-plan
tower with hip roof centered on itseast end wall; building constructed
of regular bays, each containing tw narrow paired w.ndows at each
storey; lower tw stories were built in 1889, the top floor was added
in 1902. (cont.)

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
. early naps, etc,. :

city atlases &directories

V;orc. Columbian Tribute. (1893). p. 99 ( Wore. Carpet G, - illus),

. 116 (Whittall Mills - illus.).
Rice, R Vorc, in 1898, pp. 14.91-495 ( \Whi
V/iashburn, C Industrial Worc, pp, 100-1 Qf,

pp, il 68 (White, Boyden, Hatch & Gunn

ttall-Jihotoof house).

a
(Crompton, Hogg, Whittall),'
)



INVT:NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conrminit>" Form No:

MASSAQRISETTS HISTORIGU CCMASSION 177-D-|
Office of the Secrctar>', Boston
1 jPropert>- Karc: V/hittall Mills

Indicate eacli iten oninventory formMiiich i s being continued bel ow

;. Whittall Mill #1. A two-storey wooden frame building with nearly flat
(pitched) roof; central square-plan tower on its east end;, side walls
contain regular bays, each containing tx"0 narrow windov:s at each
storey; burlt in 1883 and extended westward in [88i|., this was thefirst
m Il .built by Matthew V/ihittall; originally housed 30 Crossley |oons,

5 VAihittall Mill #3; Consists of twobrick structures; western section of
building i stwostories high with a flat roof, built before 1866; this
section nay have been built 1 n |68i|]. t ohouse 12 Crossley |oons; the
eastern section is rectangular in plan with a tower at its southwest
corner; thelower two stories were built in 1891, while thethird
storey flat roof and tower were built in 1905 a placque on t hetower
bears theinscription"MJ, Whittall - 1891-1905".

6, General Storehouse: Built i n1920for the V/ihittall Mill
s a square-plan' building of concrete construction, ris
four stories in height with irregular fenestration refl|

original use,-

s, this structure
ing approximtely
ectingits

7, Shop; Located southeast of V/ihittall M|l #3; one-storey rectangular
plhanv/shhop |olf ?\/Ir'llﬁk construction, probably built during the 1920s for
the I tta i11ls,

8, (Second) Power House; Rectangular plan brick structure with "cast-
stone" trim approximately three stories high wt?;.a flat roof; built
in 1930 as a power house,

9, Dye House; A large rectangular plan
construction, built for Matthev; Whit

strltfcture of brick and concrete

t

of thestructure i sthree stories hig
a
i

a i n 1901;; t hesouthern hal”?
h, faced with brick and has a
|f Is twostories highwith a
c

flat roof; the building's northern half
k addition was built alongthe

monitor at itsroof; a one-storey br
structure's west wall after 1922,

10. Worcester Carpet Mill #1; A 2-storey brick building with nearly flat
roof; thestructure's walls aredivided into equal bays by projecting
brick piers which rise toa corbelled cornice; this structure was bullt
betxveen | 870 and | 678 (probably in 1871) for the Cronpton Carpet and
is referred toin Washburn's Industrial Worcester as t he "ori?inal
Cronpton Mill"; alterations tothe m Il include the removal of its
mansard roof and an extension southward added in 1908 | nt he sane style
as theearlier section; i nl188l;, this mill was sold (along withthe
ruins of thePackachoag Mill) toWIlliam Hogg, who sold the property
to Matthew J. Vihittall i n 1901.

(cont.)

UNAS """ inventory form at bet tom






Coiuiiiunity: Fom No:

MASSACHEETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION Worcester 177-D-1
Office of the Secretary, Boston
3, o A Property Name v/hittall Mills

I ndicate each itemon inventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.

16, Shaded sections bearing this nunber are nodern one-storey |oading
bays and platforms, built of brick andconcrete block; while these
mi d-twentieth-centurﬁ addi tions connect many of the mlls in the
central section of the conplex, they are merely constructedin
front of the mlls' original walls anddonot permanently alter the

buildings to which they are attached,

17, A two-storey alumnumclad shed, built in 1970; to be regarded
as an intrusion.

Significance:

Located on a former mill privilege, the Vihittall Mills were built
between 1870 andapproximately 1930 as the major center of V/iorgester's
| arge carpet industry. Industrial useof the site dates fromat

| east 1821, when a machi ne shop here was owned by V/hite & Boyden;
however, the district's major significance post-dates 1870, the year
in which the Cronpton Carpet Conpany was formed.

Founded by George Cronpton (owner of the Cronpton LoomWrks - Survey
Pormll;3-C) andHorace Wman, the Cron‘loton Cerpet Conpany was the
second Anerican firm to possess “ov,er loons for the manufacture of
Brussels carpets (thefirst was the Bigelow Com”prxjof Clinton,
Massachusetts), At a time when restrictive English patent |aws hindered
the importationof |oonms, Cronpton and Mynan i nvented their own power
loom In 18701872 the conpany huilt the Packachoag Mill and qqui pped
it with 16 Cronpton |oonms which were poweced by the neighboring

M ddle River. This original brick m [l (60" x 115, twostories high
with athird storey beneath a mansard roof - seesections 11 and 12

of description) was follovfed I n 1871 by the constructionof a dye house,
(perhaps section#10 on map). Soon after the company's initial

success, power |oons for Brussels carpets became widely available

to American manufacturers inthe [ate 18703, causing areductionin
carpet prices from $3,00 a yard in 1870 to $1,00 per yard in 1879,

the year inwhich the Cronpton Carpet Conpany went out of business.

In 1879t he Froperty andits machinery gfthen containing 36 Cronpton

| ooms) v;ere leased to V/iilliam J, Hogg of Phil adel phia, (For biography,
see Survey Form 116-L-120, I—bg% continued to rent the property tmtil
1881;, when a fire destroyed nmuch of the Packachoag Mills, Havi n?
bought Cronmpton's interest in the southern half of the burned mill

and a second mi || building (sections 10 and 11 on mp), Hogg rebuilt
the Packachoag Mill as a yarn mill andbegan manufacturing carpfets i n
partnership with his father asW'illiam Janes Hogg & Conpany, |ater
changed t othe V/iorcester Carpet Conpany, Thefirm manufactured "V/ilton
add body Brussels carpets of the finest grades" andenployed 500
skilled workers in 1898, n

Staple t olnventory form at bottom



I NVENTCGRY FORM QONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Farm No.

MSSAGHEETTS H STAR AL GOMSSI ON V/orcester 177-D-1
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name v/hittall Mills

Indicate each itemoninventory formwhich i s being continued bel ow,

1893 a second mill was constucted (section 13 on map) andwater rights
to the adjoining Stillwater Pond (nowfilled) were purchased from
Ceorge Cronpton, who had created the pond i nthe 1870s, The M ddle
River continuedt obe an i mportant source of power frotheV/ orcester
Carpet Kills, even after their purchase by Matthew J. Whittall between
1901 and 1906,

The individual nost responsible for the Vihittall Mills devel opnment

was Matthew J, V/ihittall, an English imm grant, who worked i nthe 1870s
as superintendant of the Cronpton Carjet Mill. I nl87; Vihittall
travelled t oEngland andreturnedt o V/iorcester with 8 Crossley Carpet

| oons which he set up inrented loft space el sewhere inthe city,

The expansion of Vhittall»a business led tothe addition of 8 nore
loons | Nn1882 andt othe purchase of land facing the Packachoag Mill,
on which V/ihittall Mill #1 (sectionl; on map) was built inl1883. In
1881; V/hittall expanded his original mll andrebuilt part of the
Packachoag Mil|l as a yarnmill (section 12 onmap). Enjoying nearly-
unbroken success, Whittall built newbuildings on the property in 1089
(Vihittall Mill 82 - section 3 onmap), 1891 (V/ihittall Mill #3 - section
5 onmap), 1903 (Pov/er House - section 2 on mp), 1901; (Dye House-
section 9 onmp), 1905 (Wol Storage House - section |4 on nmap) and
1910 (Main Offices - section 1 onmap). Major extensions of existin
buil dings were made i n 1889 (Edgeworth Mill- section 12), 1902 (V/hittall
Mill #2 - section 3), 1903 (Worcester Carpet Mill #1 - section 10),
1905 (Vihittall Mill #3 - section 5) and 1906 (Worcester Carpet Mill

#2 - section 13).

It islikely that a large nunber of these buildings and alterations
were designed by Stephen Earle, i«o designed at | east one factory
here i n the 1880s andwho i nt he 189C5 desi gned Wi ttal | »s own house
(nearby on Sonthbridge Street, now denolished) and St. Matthew s
Church (built by V/ihittall- see Fom 165-K),

By 1906 the corrp_an%/'s large siz|edf cothe formation of Whittall
Associ ates of which Matthew J, V/ihittallxwaa presidei t and treasurer
until hi s death and l\/attrl1ew P. VIhittall was assistant treasiirer.

World War |, the V/ITiittall Mills containednore than 500,000 square
feet of floor space, 350 | ooms and enployed 1500 skilled |aborers,
Dui'ing t he1890s t heconpany expanded by purchasing a plant in Palmer,
Massachusetts and by establishing showoons i nNew York, San Francisco
and St, Paul, Mnnesota, Between 1883 and 1897 only Brussel sand

W lton carpfets were manufactured at the Whittall Mills' after 1897

the conpany began making V/iilton plush carpets (1897) and chenille
carpets (1916). Among the firms nost fanous custoners

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Connunity: Fom No:
MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL GONMISSON Worcester 177>D-1
Office of the Secretary, Boston
S, Property Nare Whittall Mills

Indicate each itemoninventory formvhidx is being continued bel ow

were President and Ms, MKinley who chose Vihittall carpets for the

White House; between 189 and 1897 the VA*hittall Mills supplied carpets

for buildings ovimed by t he Federal government.

By far the largest enployer i n South V/orcester, the Vihittall Mlls
creased the speed of residential devel oprrent I n South Worcester,

p rticularly during the 1880s and | 89Cs5, n addition t o providing

enpl oyment, "Whittall occupied a paternal|st|c position in the

col amuni ty by providing health and disability benefitsto enpl oyees,

by building and donating &-, Mitthewfs. ehurch (Form 165*--H and by

donating l'and for t heconstructionof the South V/ orcester 'Branch

L|brary n 1913. The V/hittall Corrpang continued tonmanufacture carpets
retmti | t he conpany was sol d i 5

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



I NVENTARY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET

MASSACHEETTS HISTORCAL COQSION
Office of the Secretary, Boston

6,

Community: Fom No:
V/orcester 177-D-1
Property Name Whittall Mills

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow

Property

1, Man Offices
2, First Powe House

6, Second Power House

9. Dye House
10. Worcester Carpet
Mill #1

11. Packachoag Mi | |

12. Edgeworth Mill

13. Worcester Carpet
Mill #2

11;. Storage

15. Central Burlding

16. shaded areas

17. al um num shed

3. Whittall Ml #2
L, Whittall Ml #1
6, General Storehouse
5. V/hittall Mill #3
7. Shop

Assessor's Data

Assessor's Book. 7* p.35
Lots 15A, 15-17, 24-28
50, 108 sq, ft.

Book 7, p, 51
Lot 1
10 acres

Book 7, p. 35
Lot 2

34, 438 sq, ft.

Book 7, p. 35
Lot 3
28,099 sq. ft.

Book 7, p. 35
Lot 5
16,617 sq. ft .

Book 7, p. 35
Lot i ;

36, 873 sq. ft,

Present Owner

VWorcester Knitting Co, I

Abr aham Persky, Lillian
B, Palais &WIlliamA
Yof fie, Trustees

1 Brussels Street

Vlorcester, Mass. 01610

Brussel s Devel oprment Qo,
1 Brussels Street
VI orcester, Mass. 01610

Stevens Pcoperties,
36 Portland Street
Vlorcester, Mass. 01 608

51 Rv -\
Real ty Trust

52 R chnond Avenue
Worcester, Mass, 01602

Mason- D xon Realty
Associ at es

Box 45

Worcester, Mass, 0160l

S non Rasnick & S R
Real ty Trust

52 R chnond Avenue
Worcester, Mass, 01602

| nc,

Staple tolnventory form at bott .
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