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Town Carlisle-

Address 523 Curve Street 

H i s t o r i c Name George Robbins House 

Use: Present _ 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 
c. 1700 

residence 

residence 

Date 

Source 

Style 

v i sua l analysis 

F i r s t Period 

Architect none 

Exterior Wall Fabric 

Outbuildincis 19th,c. ^_hf^m 

Major Alterations {with dates) isth c. lean 

l e f t e l l earlv 19th c: rear ell,sunporch 

Condition 
1960s 

Rood 

Moved no Date NA 

Acreace 3 2.5 acres ( .part of a parcel) 

Setting Faces south with i t s back to 

wooded r u r a l road. House and barn flank 

old cartpath, overlooking woods and f i e l d s ; 

granite post & picket fence remains i n front 

Recorded by James Kyprianos 

Organization Boston University 

rjate May 1986 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connttmity: Form No: 
CARLISLE 99 

Property Name: George Robbins 
Hnuae 

Indicate each item on inventory form vrtiidi is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The George Robbins House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , 
design and workmanship under C r i t e r i o n C i n i t s s u r v i v i n g F i r s t 
Period frame. The f i e l d s t o n e center chimney, which only r e v e r t s t o 
b r i c k above the a t t i c f l o o r , i s an unusual occurrence i n 
Massachusetts Bay F i r s t Period houses, except i n Middlesex County, 
where i t became a r e g i o n a l v a r i a n t . Hidden under the present Second 
Period boxing and f i r e p l a c e w a l l paneling may be s u r v i v i n g f i r s t 
period d e t a i l s l i k e l y to y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n important t o our 
understanding of F i r s t Period decorative schemes under C r i t e r i o n D. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The George Robbins House i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y , 5 bay c e n t r a l chimney 
clapboarded s t r u c t u r e w i t h added 18th C. rear lean-to and various 
19th and 20th C. e l l s and wings extending from the rear and sides. 
The F i r s t Period core i s a d o u b l e - c e l l 2 1/2 s t o r y house w i t h a 
c e n t r a l chimney. The shallow-pitched roof probably dates from the 
e a r l y 19th century. The main facade i s adorned w i t h a simple Greek 
Revival door surround w i t h s i d e l i g h t s and a heavy c o r n i c e . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Although much of the o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r i s covered by Second Period 
boxing and paneling, enough remains v i s i b l e i n the f i r s t f l o o r r i g h t 
and u p s t a i r s l e f t rooms to i n d i c a t e the l a t e 17th or e a r l y 18th C. 
o r i g i n s of the house. The c e n t r a l chimney stack i s made of 
f i e l d s t o n e up t o the a t t i c f l o o r . 

The l e f t f i r s t f l o o r room i s completely covered w i t h Second Period 
f i n i s h . The present f i r e p l a c e opening was b u i l t when the paneling 
was i n s t a l l e d , but the l a r g e (13 1/2" x 12") o r i g i n a l l i n t e l i s 
v i s i b l e i n the stairway leading to the c e l l a r . When the owner 
re p l a s t e r e d the c e i l i n g i n 1984, charred j o i s t s i n d i c a t i n g an e a r l y 
f i r e i n the room__were v i s i b l e . The boxed summer beam i s 17" wide. 
The f i r s t f l o o r r i g h t - h a n d room has an exposed l o n g i t u d i n a l summer 
beam 16", wide w i t h a f l a t chamfer and lamb's tongue stops. The 
posts are boxed, but the exposed chimney g i r t has a f l a t chamfer w i t h 
simple stops a t the posts. 

The second f l o o r l e f t chamber has hewn gunstock posts and beams, w i t h 
new 20th C. c e i l i n g and j o i s t s . The summer t i e beam has a f l a t 
chamfer w i t h lamb's tongue stops. Sawn-off tenons s t i l l pegged i n t o 
the framing of the o r i g i n a l rear r i g h t and l e f t corners of the room 
give evidence of r i s i n g braces. The room has no f i r e p l a c e . The 
second f l o o r r i g h t chamber r e t a i n s no v i s i b l e F i r s t Period f i n i s h . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ flSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: Form No: 
CARLISLE 99 

Property Name: George Robbins 

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued below. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

Both f i r s t floor rooms have fine Second Period feather-edged paneling 
on the fi r e p l a c e walls. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house i s t r a d i t i o n a l l y ascribed to George Robbins c. 1660-1670, 
but the f l a t chamfers with lamb's tongue or taper stops tend to 
indicate a c. 1700 date. Robbins b u i l t a house and g r i s t m i l l on his 
property, o r i g i n a l l y part of Chelmsford. The town b u i l t a road to 
the m i l l i n the 1700s; the present house may date from that period of 
presumably increased prosperity through improved access to the m i l l . 

The old roadbed from Curve street to the s i t e of the m i l l dam passes 
between the house and i t s probably early 19th C. barn, contributing 
to a set t i n g s i m i l a r to that of colonial days. Over 32 acres of 
f i e l d s and woods s t i l l surround the house, as well. 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The George Robbins House, s i t u a t e d near the road , has a l i n e of 
convenience drawn t o f o l l o w the road f r o n t a g e and i n c l u d e s the house 
and a nearby barn which i s an i n t e g r a l ^ a r t of the s e t t i n g . 

-2-
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 90000168 Date Listed: 03/09/90 

Robbins. George. House Middlesex MA 
Property Neune County State 

F i r s t Period Buildincfs of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple Name 

This property i s listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject 
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination dociimentation. 

03/09/90 
sfgnatur|fe/6f the Kee^r Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Geographical Data: VBD and Acreage 

The handwritten scale on the sketch map supersedes the typed or 
prin t e d one: the handwritten scale i s the appropriate scale for 
the reduced map. 

The correct acreage i s <1. 

This information has been confirmed with Ann Ta i t , MASHPO, by 
telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


