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DESCRIPTION

Date c. 1700

Source visual analysis

Style First Period

Architect hone

Exterior Wal Fabric

Outbuildincis 19th,c. » hf*m

Maor Alterations {with dates) isth c. lean

left el l earlv 19thc: rear ell,sunporch

L 1960s
Condi tion Rood
Nbved no Cate NA
Acr eace 325 acres (.part of a parcel)

Setting Faces south with itsbackto
wooded rural road. House and barn flank

old cartpath, overlooking woods and fields;

granite post & picket fence remains i nfront

Recor ded by Janes Kyprianos

Organi zation Boston University

rjate May 1986



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Connttrmity: Fam Na

MASSACHUSHITS HISTORICAL CCMASSON CARLISLE ')
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name  George Robbins
Hnuae

Indicate each item m inventory form vrtiidi is being continued beow.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The George Robbins House retains integrity of location, materials,
design and workmanship under Criterion C initssurviving First
Period frame. The fieldstone center chimey, which only reverts to
brick above the attic floor, is an unusual occurrence in
Massachusetts Bay First Period houses, except in M ddlesex County,
where i t becane a regional variant. Hidden under the present Second
Period boxing and fireplace wall paneling my be surviving first
period details likely to yield information important to our
understanding of First Period decorative schenes under Criterion D

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The George Robbins House is a 2 12 story, 5 bay central chimey
clapboarded structure with added 18th C rear lean-to and various
19th and 20th C ells and wi ngs extending from the rear and sides.
The First Period core is a double-cell 2 /2 story house with a
central chimey. The shallow-pitched roof probably dates from the
early 19th century. The main facade is adorned with a simple Greek
Revival door surround with sidelights and a heavy cornice.

MAIQR FI RST PER CD FEATURES

Al though much of the original interior is covered by Second Period
boxing and paneling, enough remains visible inthe first floor right
and upstairs left rooms to indicate the late 17th or early 18th C
origins of the house. The central chimey stack is nade of
fieldstone up to the attic floor.

The left first floor roomis completely covered with Second Period
finish. The present fireplace opening was built when the paneling
was installed, but the large (13 1/2" x 12") original lintel 1is
visible in the stairway leading to the cellar. Wen the owner
replastered the ceiling in 1984, <charred joists indicating an early
fire in the room _were visible. The boxed sumrer beam i s 17" wide.
The first floor right-hand room has an exposed longitudinal sumrer
beam 16", wide with a flat chanfer and |anb's tongue stops. The
posts are boxed, but the exposed chimmey girt has a flat chanfer with
simple stops at the posts.

The second floor left chanmber has hewn gunstock posts and beans, with
new 20th C ceiling and joists. The summer ti e beamhas a flat
chanfer with lamb's tongue stops. Sawn-of f tenons still pegged into
the framng of the original rear right and left corners of the room
give evidence of rising braces. The roomhas no fireplace. The
second floor right chanmber retains no visible First Period finish.

- 1-
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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MASSAOUZETTS HISTORICAL CCMMISSON CARLISLE 99
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name  George Robbins

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued bdow.
LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

Both first floor roonms have fine Second Period feather-edged paneling
on thefireplace walls.

HI STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The house i straditionally ascribed t o George Robbins c. 1660-1670,
but theflat chamfers with lanb's tongue or taper stops tendto

indicate a c. 1700date. Robbins built a house andgrist mill on his
property, originally part of Chelnmsford. Thetown built aroadto
the mll i nthe 1700s; the present house nmay date from that period of

presumably increased prosperity through inproved access tothe mill.

The ol d roadbed from Curve street tothe site of the m |l dampasses
bet ween the house andits probably early 19th C barn, contributing
to a setting simlar tothat of colonial days. Over 32 acres of
fields andwoods still surround the house, as well.

BAOUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON

The George Robbins House, situated near t heroad, has a line of
convenience drawn t ofollow the road frontage and includes the house
and a nearby barn which i san integral “~artof thesetting.

-2-

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STING RECORD

NR S Reference Nunber: 90000168 Date Listed: 03/09/90
Robbi ns. George. House M ddl esex NA

Property Neune County State
First Period Buildincfs of Eastern Massachusetts TR
Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted inthe National Register of Historic Places
in accordance with the attached nom nation docunentation subject
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendnents,
notw thstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nom nation dociinentation.

03/ 09/ 90
sfgnatur|fe/6f the Kee’r Date of Action

Arended [tems i n Nom nation:

Ceographical Data: WBDand Acreage

The handwritten scale onthe sketch map supersedes the typedor
printed one: the handwritten scale i s the appropriate scalefor
the reduced nap.

The correct acreage i s <l.

This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MSHPQ by
tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
Nati onal Register property file
Nom nating Authority (w thout attachment)
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