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ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This house displays a Greek Revival variation on the traditional one and

one-half story, Georgian-Federal vernacular house form. It is found in

only three houses in Reading, one situated so nearly as to suggest their

having been built either in concert, or one having been being used as the

model, probably in the late 1840's. On all, the high-pitched roof ex-

tends to form a veranda, whose roof is supported by four fluted lonic

columns. Tbe cornice is wide. Ihe front facade is flushboarded. A not-

able detail here is the Greek key motif on the corner pilasters. Windows
f and doors have fluted architrave surrounds and corner blocks. Though
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and liow the building relates to the devdopment of the community)

Stillman Pratt, who ovmed the house in 1854 went into business
as a shoe manufacturer, employing up to fifty men, who probably v/orked
at home. After service in the Civil V/ar, he retired from business in
1871 to a farm on Walnut Street. He was a Selectman, and thus a member of
the Board of Overseers of the Poor.

Deacon Stillman E. Parker, who ovmed the property in 1875, was
educated at Andover Academy, V/arren Acadaimy, and Amherst. Like his
predecessor, he was a shoe manufacturer, employing many Reading shoe-
makers, men and women. He,too, gave a good deal of time to public
service. He was a member of the Board of Selectmen, an assessor, and -
for twenty-two years served on the School Committee. He was a rep-
resentative to the General Court in 1859.

Leach Park, v/hich this house faces, was originally named Mayall
Park, after its benefactor who lived nearby in a house now demolished.
He developed a process to produce rubber goods,and built in 1882 a
factory near the railroad. |t was purchased by the Reading Rubber
Mills who produced material for the carriage and organ-manufacturing
trade, both active in Reading in 1898.
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Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves no

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
CH good CH ruins altered
CHfair CH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity ,
CH alterations/integrity - —
* dates

| Iboundary selection

RETURN.
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Federal Agency:
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Reviewer
Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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