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The Barre Common D i s t r i c t i s located i n the heart of the town of Barre and i s com­
posed of t h i r t y commercial, municipal, c u l t u r a l , r e l i g i o u s and r e s i d e n t i a l buildings 
surrounding a large common. The d i s t r i c t contains a number of outstanding QKSMk.--
JRgviyaX buildings as we l l as examples of the bracketed and Richardsonian Romanesque 
styles. With the exception of f i v e twentieth century structures and a few exterior 
alterations on commercial buildings, the primarily nineteenth century character of 
the d i s t r i c t remains. • " ' •* 
The buildings i n the d i s t r i c t face onto the Barre Common which i s an impressive 
open space of s l i g h t l y over 15 acres. The Common area i s made up of three parcels 
which provide a handsome setting for various war memorials, fountains, and an octag­
onal bandstand. , , i - . - . 

The focal point of the north end of the Common i s the Barre Congregational Church 
(#13). Dedicated i n 1849 the white clapboard church i s Greek Revival and i t s l o f t y 
spire i s said to be modeled after that of an h i s t o r i c church i n Braintree. The 
pedimented facade has two Ionic p i l a s t e r s on either side of the double entranceway. 
The steeple has been r e b u i l t several times af t e r i t s destruction by wind i n 1915 and 
1938 and by lightning i n 1957. The weathervane on the spire i s a repl i c a of the 
o r i g i n a l which i s now on the Meeting House at Old Sturbridge Village. 

Another impressive Greek Revival structure i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Lawrence-Holman-
Graziani House (#8) of 1836, a t t r i b u t e d to architect Elias Carter. The wide f r o n t 
portico i s supported by six f l u t e d Doric columns. ISie five-bay facade has a central 
entrance with side l i g h t s . Flush boarding covers the f r o n t elevation and clapboards 
cover the remaining sides.- Two windows i n the pediment provide l i g h t i n g for the a t t i c . 

The Barre H i s t o r i c a l Society Building (#6) (1836) i s also said t o be inspired by 
Elias Carter. The d i g n i f i e d c l a s s i c a l temple fr o n t has four f l u t e d Doric columns 
and a doorway situated to the l e f t of the three-bay facade. The main structure i s 
rectangular with north and south wings projecting on either side. A second story 
was added to the south wing around 1900, re s u l t i n g i n a s l i g h t l y off-balance appear­
ance. An addition at the rear was constructed i n the late 1920's and has a f l a t 
roof. A window i s set i n a triangular louvered design i n the center of the fro n t 
pediment. 

Facing the Barre H i s t o r i c a l Society Building across the Common i s the Barre Town 
House (#18) b u i l t i n 1838-39 according to the design of E. Lamb of Princeton, 
Massachusetts. The white clapboard Greek Revival building Tiias two f l u t e d Doric 
columns i n antis with two pilasters on either side. The o r i g i n a l central entrance 
has been changed (because of safety regulations) to two side entrances. The clock 
tower contains the Paul Revere b e l l from the former F i r s t Parish Church. Native 
stone forms the foundation. The plans for the Barre Town House were also used for 
the Barre United Methodist Church (^2) (1840) which i s s l i g h t l y smaller i n size. 

I n addition to fin e examples of Greek Revival architecture, there are other excell­
ent buildings of other periods. One-of the e a r l i e r houses i n the d i s t r i c t i s the 

Winslow-Houghton-Sibley House (#4) b u i l t i n the late eighteenth century. The two-

-' • ; . ,,' , (continued) 
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The Barre Common D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s large common and the well-preserved 
p r i n c i p a l l y nineteenth century buildings which surround i t . The area has long been 
the center of town l i f e i n Barre and contains the homes of a number of citizens 
important i n the development of the community. , » 

The Barre Common has been the focus of a number of a c t i v i t i e s throughout the 
town's hi s t o r y . On July 4, 1840, DajiielJJebster delivered a two-hour oration to a ' 
throng of l o c a l citizens on the CSranon while compaigning for William Henry Harrison 
i n his bid f o r the Presidency. The Barre Common was used as a t r a i n i n g ground f o r 
the m i l i t i a of Barre as wel l as for the surrounding towns. As recently as World 
Wax I , troops were camped and trained on the same Common. 

Over the years Barre has been known as the "Band Concert Town of New England." Con­
certs continue to be held regularly during the siimmer season from the octagonal 
bandstand which stands on the Common. The present bandstand was b u i l t i n 1931 and 
is the t h i r d such structure to stand i n the Common i n 116 years. The Common has 
served for other pxiblic gatherings such as church bazaars, lawn parties, and other 
f e s t i v i t i e s . , . , 

The Barre Common D i s t r i c t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y notable for i t s f i n e Greek Revival buildings. 
There are f i v e examples of the style i n the d i s t r i c t , two of which (the Barre Histor­
i c a l Society Building and the Lawrence-Holman-Graziani House) are reputed to be the 
work of Elias Carter. Carter (1781-1864) was raised i n the area and became w e l l -
known i n Worcester County and New England as a master of Greek Revival architecture. 

One of the Greek Revival structures i s the Barre Town House (#18) by E. Lamb. The 
o r i g i n a l contracts and specifications are now owned by the H i s t o r i c a l Society and 
indicate that the architect received the sum of $15.00 for his plans. From 1839 to 
1841 the building housed the Barre Nomal School, f o r which Horac8.Jlatui gave the 
opening address. '• •> »• f,;...<.,.-. o.> i in .•. ' ti'ix. 3 .••».?: -j . f/... 

Much of the property i n the Barre Common area can be traced back to the Caldwell 
family who were active i n the early settlement of the town. Members of the family 
heId every town o f f i c e of note and were represented i n nearly every trade and busi­
ness i n the town. . 

The Caldwells intermarried with the Woods, another important Barre family; the North 
Park, the Congregational Church (#13), and the Woods Memorial Library Building (#7) 
were the generous g i f t s of t h i s philanthropic family. Also associated with the  
Woods-Caldwell families are the Barre Guest House (#5), Barre H i s t o r i c a l Society 

'* V"''̂-̂  . \ , ^ ; : - ' • : t v : ] : ( c o n t i n u e d ) Ji\'K'i: . -
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# 7 : 
story clapboard structure i s f i v e bays wide and has a hip roof. Typically Federal 
are the fan l i g h t s over the f r o n t and side entrances. A two-story f r o n t porch 
was added i n the early twentieth century. 

Of a la t e r period i s the Woods-Carroll-Bentley House (#12) which was b u i l t i n 1865. 
I t s most outstanding feature i s i t s ornate paired brackets which are set i n deep 
eaves. The central portion of the fro n t facade projects with i t s gable facing the 
street. A veranda surrounds the house on either side of the projection. Nearby 
i s a barn of similar d e t a i l , topped with a cupola. 

Among the late nineteenth century buildings i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Barre Guest House 
(#5) which was b u i l t during the era when summer residents flocked to the country. 
The hotel was erected i n 1889 at a cost of $40,000 by Harry P. Woods of Boston. I t 
is composed of two rectangular sections which intersect at the corner of Grove and 
Common Streets. At the angle where the sections meet i s an octagonal tower which 
rises one story above the main two-story mass of the building. Two porches with 
decorative r a i l i n g s run the length of the north and east elevations of the f i r s t 
and second stories. 

Contrasting with the predominately clapboard buildings i n the d i s t r i c t , the Barre 
Savings Bank (#3) i s i n the Richardsonian Romanesque st y l e . The building was 
erected i n 1894 and i s brick with brownstone t r i m . I t i s one and one half stories 
high with a sharp pitched hip roof. The f r o n t facade has a central bay window sur­
mounted by decorative g r i l l w o r k and a central dormer above. I t s entrance i s set 
to the side and has a characteristic Romanesque arch with recessed doorway. 

#8: • 
Building (#6), Lawrence-Holman-Graziani House (#8), B i l l i n g s - F i o r e l l o House (#10), 
Woods-Haven House (#11), Woods-Carroll-Bentley House (#12), Woods-Williams-Hodgen 
House (#14), Clark-Whiting-Mortel House (#16), and Houghton-Martin-Gariepy House 
(#23) . 

The Barre H i s t o r i c a l Society Building (#6) was b u i l t for Spencer Fi e l d , a partner 
with the Woods i n the Woods and Field Store which stood j u s t south of t h i s structure. 
I t was later the home of Ezekiel W. Bullard, inventor of numerous a g r i c u l t u r a l imple­
ments . 

The Cummings-Whitcomb-Cranston House (#15) had as one of i t s residents, Catherine 
Whitcomb, the author of the novel I'11 Mourn You Later. According to friends of the 
family, much of the novel was based on Barre scenes and personalities. 
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1. Clark-Kilner-Como House, pre-lBOO ( o r i g i n a l l y on s i t e of 5) 
2. Barre United Methodist Church, 1840 
3. Barre Savings Bank Building, 1894 
4. Winslow-Houghton-Sibley House, late 1700's 
5. Barre Guest House, 1889 
6. Barre H i s t o r i c a l Society Building, 1836 
a. Worcester County National Bank, 1950's 
b. Barre Post Office Building, 1950's 
7. Woods Memorial Library, 1886 
8. Lawrence-Holman-Graziani House, c.1836 
9. Jenkins-Cilley House, c.1850 

10. B i l l i n g s - F i o r e l l o House, c.1850 
11. Woods-Haven House, late 1700's 
12. Woods-Carroll-Bentley House, 1865 
13. Barre Congregational Church, 1849 
14. Woods-Williams-Hodgen House, c.1840 
15. Cummings-Whitcomb-Cranston House, c.1840 
16. Clark-Whiting-Mortel House, 1869 
17. Smith-Beard Block, 1862 
c. Medical Pharmacy Building, 1928 
d. Aubuchon Block, c.1834 
18. Barre Town House, 1838 .. 
19. Jenkins-Mechanics Block, c.l830's 
e. "Light House" Block, c.l815 
f. South End of Mechanics Block, 1920's 

20. Shattuck-Wheeler-Fargnoli Block, 1899 
21. Conant-Follansby-Phelan House, G.1830'S 
22. St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church, 1896 
23. Houghton-Martin-Gariepy House, 1838 
g. Barre Gulf Station, c.l930's 
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Paul Guzzi 

727-8.U70 

Decenber 9, 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find three National Register nominations for the following 
properties: . -

1. Barre, Barre Common District 
2. Newton, The Captain Edward Durant House 
3. Northanpton, Morthanpton Downtown Historic KLstrict. 

These properties have been voted eligible for submission by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission (the State Review Board) and have been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely yours, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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duhhg the summer season from the octagpnd gazebo 
on the Common. The present structure, more commonly kn 

{the "bandstand," vias built in 1S31 and is the third to stanc 
Commpn.for 116 years. The Common was served for other 
gatherings, such, as church, baza'ars, lawn parties and 
festivaties.' , ' V ' 
" The district is particularly notable for its fine G-esk I 
buildings. There are five examples of the style in the distr 
of which, the Barre Historical Society building and the Las 
Holman-Graziani House, are reputed to be. the vork o 
Carter. Carter (1781-1864) was raised in the area and Lecan 
known in Worcester county and New England as a mask-r o 
Revival architecture. >: 

Another of the Greek Revival structures is the Barn 
House, built by E. Lamb. The original contracts and specifii 
now owned by the local Historical Society, indicate that 
chitect received the sum of $15 for his plans. From 1S£9 to 
building housed the Barre Normal School, for which Korac 
gave the opening address. . J 

B.A.Ri'.E TOWN HOUSE 

The Barre Common Dislrict, nomlnEled for inclusion in the 
Katicr.5" KegTslCT of Historic Piaces by the Tvlarsachusetts 
Historical Con;:ri:-i--!on, has been acoepted, Staie_Jecr;3;t_arv.Paul_ 
Gi'zzi, chairman of the Commission, h"-s bten informed by Gary 

~2vefr7Krdt, director of the Xational Park Service in the United 
States Department of ti.e Interior. 

L'.'csted in the be-art of the town of Barre, the district comprises 
30 cc.nmercial, muiilcip.^l, cultiiral, religious and residential 
l":.'rings surrounded by a large common. It is significant, not only 
fo7'tb2 large common, but for the well-preserved, principally 13th 
ci.'it'jry buildings which surround it. It has long been the center of 
.tow n life in Barre and contains the homes of a number of citizens • 
important in the development of the community. • 

Tne Barre Common has been the focus of a number of activities 
r'nout the town's history. On July 4. 1840. Daniel Webster 

c"il:vti-:-j a two-hour elation to a 
Ccirmon v.t.ile CMmpaisr.ing for V/illia.m Henry Hiirrison :n 
for the Pre'sioency. The Barre Common was u;ed as a tr 

"̂ g of lora! citizens on the 
• • bid 

r e " 
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%TJATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
.ewriT register: 

C D N A M E as i t ^v?ears on fedei; 
Barre Common D i s t r i c t 

l (g)d«te of en t r y : 

r 5^4-76^ I 
( ^ O T H E R NAMES-. 

(5) LOCATION street & number 
reverse side 

c i t y / town^ 
Barre 

v i c i n i t y of state 
MA< 

y~ 
oottnty 

Worcester 

county code-

027 
^NPS REGION 

North Atlantic 
lowNER •PHivn'rE DSTATE •MUNICIPAL DCWTY litiJlTiFlI^F£D»At(agency name)___j;f7^^ 

I EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER DNHl @ F U N D E D ? QVES Bfffo ^ C O N G R E S S . DISTRICT P.̂ ^H ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
CT * [ ( ^ S O U R C E of NOMINATIO 

> ADMINISTRATOR:. 

NATION ffSlATE DFEDERAt. 

• ^ C O N D I T I O N 
• excellent 
IJ^good 
• f a i r 

• deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

HiQalterec jSioriglnal site 
• unaltered Gmoved 
• reconstructed D u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

^ f e a t u r e s : ĵ OSUSSTANTIAlLY INTACT-1 (jDSUBSTANTIALLY IHTACT-2 y< 

20NDT iNTACT-O 

I^D UNKNOWN-4 

?IS NOT APPLICABLE-7 

H o MOT INTACT-O 

jSOUNKNOWN-S 

2EN0T APPLICABLE-8 

LLYINTACT-3 

O 

>DUNKN0WN-6 

" • N O T APPLICABLE - 9 

OQNOT INTACT 

( ^ A C C E S S ^ Y E S - R e s t r i c t e j l "^^i-^-•^nrf^XtXcjea • No Access • Unknown |@AOAPTI>t^U$£ • Y E S ' ^ N f l | ^ SAVED? • YES | IS PROPERTY A H I S T O R I C DISTRICT? f f ^ e s D 

i / a P O l l )AREAS OF SIGNIF 
3ARCHEOLOfiY-prelilstonc-2 

I ARCHEOLOGY-historic-1 

[AGRICULTURE-3 

' ja ARCHITECTURE-4 

• ART-5 

A N C E •• •ENGINEERING-11 

COMMERCE-6 • ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• COMMUNICATIONS-7 • EXPLORATION-12 CHTITERATURE - 17 

• CONSERVATION'S • HEALTH-27 MILITARY-18 

• ECONOMICS-5 • INDUSTRY-13 • MUSIC-19 
• EDUCATION-10 OlNVENTION-H • PHILOSOPHY - 20 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.-15 POLITICS/ GOVT." 21 • RECREATION-28 

• l - F - i e •REllSION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE-23 A- , DURBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAl/HUMANlTAHIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ f u n c t i o n s 
VHHEN HISTORICAL COMMUNITY CENTER 
CURRENTLY: COMMUNITY CENTER 

eCLAIMS: expla in 
^ r s t ' D 

' o l d e s t ' a 

' on ly ' • 

^ d a t e s of iBitijl Miistriictio«: ^ i s I h J ^ ^ W i i k vStO^lS^S^ 
major alterations: 
historic ovents: 

) archi tectural style(s): j ^ a r c h i t e c t i VOCLAA3^^=^ 

l^ landscape a rch i t ec t / garden designer : in te r io r ,u'ator: I a r t i s t : 

kmaster builder-. 

k a r t i s an : 

I ETHNIC GROUP 
' ASSOCIATION 

^ e n g l neer: 

^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

I ^ P E ^ O ^ f ^ give role <k date^^anie l Webster, 1840 o r a t i o n suppor t ing W i l l i a m Henry H a r r i s o n ' s p r e s i d e n t i a l campaign 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

Ellas Carter,^architect of Lawrence-Holman-Graziani House (1836), well-known i n Worcester Co. and New England as 
"master" of Greek Revival architecture 

E. Lamb, architect of Barre Town House (1838-39), plans of which are owned by the H i s t o r i c a l Society 
Ezekial Bullard, inventor of a g r i c u l t u r a l implements, resident 
Catherine BH Whitcomb, author of I ' l l Mourn You Later, resident 

(NATIONAL REGISTER W R I T E - U P 
Group of 30 primarily 19th C. commercial, municipal, c u l t u r a l , r e l i g i o u s , and 

resid e n t i a l buildings surrounding the 15-acre town common. Long the focus of town l i f e , the common was the scene of 
two-hour^^lx3n^by)anLie^ of William Henry Harrison's 1840 presidential campaign and^i^e-mOAteiab. 
tralnlng' gfouh^"' its'bcFagonSl'^affdsHn&T^Iie t h i r d i n a 116-year succession, i s used foXr concerts which 4| have given 
the town the reputation of "Band Concert Town of New England." Notable Greek Revival buildings include the 1836 Lawrence-
Holman-Graziani House, at t r i b u t e d tô N̂ew England architect Ellas Carter, and the 1838-39 Barre Town House, designed by 
E. Lamb, with i t s Paul Revere b e l l ftw'\he former F i r s t Parish Church. 

5̂ -



5. Bounded roughly by South, Exchange, Main, Pleasant, Broad, School, and Grove Sts. 

Mult^l-use d i s t r i c t of 30 predominantly 19th C. buildings surrounding a 15-

acre town common; notable are the Greek Revival Lawrence-Holman-Graziani 

/House (1836) and the Greek Revival Barre Tovm House (1838-^9) with ifcs 

Paul Revere b e l l . ^Jsrrrtgy^rk^center of town's l l f e | - s i t e of 1840 Daniel 

Webster oration supporting William Henry Harrison's presidential campaign; 

concerts from the octagonal bandstand^ the thlrd—ett-the-common-4n-4Jr4^-yeara.^ 

have given iSte community jfcfce reputation of "Band Concert Town of New England." 


