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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Barre Gommon District i slocated i ntheheart of thetown of Barre andi s com
posed of thirty conmercial, municipal, cultural, religious andresidential buildings
surrounding a large common. Thedistrict contains a nunber of outstandi ng QKSVk-~
JRgvi yaX bui |l dings as wel| as exanples of t hebracketed and Richardsoni an Ronmanesque
styles. Wth theexception of five twentiethcentury structures anda fewexterior
alterations on comrercial buildings, theiprimarily ninetelenth century character of
the district remains. ° !

The buildings i nthedistrict face onto theBarre Gommon which i san inmpressive
open space of slightly over 15 acres. The Gonmon area i s nade up of three parcels
which provide a handsome setting for various war menmorials, fountains, andan octag-
onal bandstand. . i - .-

The focal point of thenorth end of theConmon i st heBarre Congregational Church
(#13). Dedicated i n 1849 t hewhite clapboard church i sGeek Revival andits lofty
spire i ssaid t obe nodeled after that of anhistoric church i n Braintree. The

pedi mented facade hastwo lonic pilasters oneither side of t hedouble entranceway.
The steeple has been rebuilt several times after itsdestructionbywnd i n1915 and
1938 and by lightning i n1957. The weathervane onthespirei sareplica of the
original which i snowontheMeeting House at O d Sturbridge Village.

Anot her inpressive Geek Revival structure i nthedistrict i stheLaw ence-Hol man-
Graziani House (#8) of 1836, attributed toarchitect Elias Carter. Thew de front
portico i ssupported by six fluted Doric colums. [Se five-bay facade has a central
entrance with side lights. Flush boarding covers thefront elevation and clapboards
cover theremaining sides.- Two wi ndows i nt hepediment provide lighting for the attic.

The Barre Historical Society Building (#6) (1836) i salso said tobeinspiredby
Elias Carter. Thedignified classical tenple front has four fluted Doric colums
and a doorway situated totheleft of thethree-bay facade. Thenmin structurei s
rectangular with north andsouth wings projecting oneither side. A second story
was added t ot he south wing around 1900, resulting i na slightly off-balance appear-
ance. An addition at therear was constructed i nthelate 1920's and has a flat
roof. Awndowi ssetinatriangular louvered design i nthecenter of the front
pedi ment .

Facing the Barre Historical Society Buildingacross theComon i stheBarre Town
House (#18) built i n1838-39 according tothedesign of E Lanb of Princeton,
Massachusetts. Thewhite clapboard Geek Revival building Tiias two fluted Doric
colums i nantis with two pilasters oneither side. Theoriginal central entrance
has been changed (because of safety regulations) totwo side entrances. The clock
tower contains thePaul Revere bell from theformer First Parish Church. Native
stone forms t hefoundation. Theplans for theBarre Town House were also used for
the Barre United Methodist Church (72) (1840) which i sslightly smaller i nsize.

In addition tofine exanples of Greek Revival architecture, there areother excell-
ent buildings of other periods. One-of theearlier houses i nthedistrict i s the

W nsl ow Hought on- Si bl ey House (#4) built i nthelate eighteenth century. The two-

Soe . ., (continued)



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC MRCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION
— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW -SCIENCE
— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE < e -SCULPTURE
— 1600-1699 NARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION Vo —MILITARY -***, -SOCIAIVHUMANITARIAN
X-1700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC -THEATER
X-1800-1899 XcOMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION
X-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS “"I'NOUSTRY- ol : ,“POLITIO5/G.OVERNMENT "OTHER (SPECIFY)
-ijINVENTfON . \. t.,;
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Barre Cormon District i ssignificant for itslarge coomon andt he well-preserved
principally nineteenth century buildings which surround it. The area has |ong been
the center of town life inBarre andcontains t hehones of a nunber of citizens

important i nthedevel opment of thecomunity. »

The Barre Gonmon has been t he focus of a nunmber of activities throughout the
town's history. QnJuly 4, 1840, DajiielJJebster delivered a two-hour oration toa '
throng of local citizens ontheCSanon while compaigning for WIlliam Henry Harrison
in hisbidfor thePresidency. TheBarre Gonmon was used as a training ground for
the militia of Barre aswell as for thesurrounding towns. As recently as Wrld

Vex |, troops were canped and trained ont he sane Gormon.

Over theyears Barre has been known as t he "Band Concert Town of NewEngland." Con-
certs continue t obe held regularly during thesiinmer season fromtheoctagonal
bandstand which stands ont he Gonmon. The present bandstand was built i n1931 and
is thethird such structure tostand i ntheGmon i n116years. The Gormon has
served for other pxiblic gatherings such as church bazaars, |awn parties, and other
festivities. , . ,

The Barre Qonmon District i sparticularly notable for itsfine Greek Revival buildings.
There arefive exanples of thestyle i nthedistrict, two of which (theBarre Histor-
ical Society Building and t he Law ence- Hol man- Grazi ani House) arereputed t obe the
work of Elias Carter. Carter (1781-1864) wasraised i nthearea and became wel | -
known i n Worcester County and NewEngland as a master of Greek Revival architecture.

ne of theGeek Revival structures i stheBarre Town House (#18) by E Lanb. The
original contracts andspecifications arenowowned by t heHistorical Society and
indicate that thearchitect received t he sumof $15.00 for his plans. From 1839 t o
1841 t hebuilding housed t heBarre Nomal School, for which Horac8.Jlatui gavet he
openi ng address. > frg - Q> in . ' ti'ix. 3 2 -] .1l

Mich of t heproperty i ntheBarre Gonmon area can be traced back t ot he Cal dwel |
famly who were active i ntheearly settlement of thetow. Menbers of thefamly
hel d every town office of note and were represented i nnearly every trade and busi -
ness i nthetown.

The Caldwells intermarried with the Wods, another important Barre famly; theNorth
Park, theCongregational Church (#13), and t heWbods Menorial Library Building(#7)

were t hegenerous gifts of this philanthropic famly. Also associatedwiththe
Woods- Cal dwel | fam'lies aretheBarre CGuest House (#5), Barre Historical Society

" AN\ A et v ] (continued) JiV'K'i:
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story clapboard structurei sfive bays wide and has a hip roof. Typically Federal
are thefanlights over thefront and side entrances. A two-story front porch
was added i ntheearly twentieth century.

G a later period i stheWods-Carroll-Bentley House (#12) which was built i n 1865.
Its most outstanding feature i sitsornate paired brackets which areset i ndeep
eaves. The central portion of thefront facade projects with itsgable facingthe
street. A veranda surrounds thehouse on either side of theprojection. Nearby

is abarn of simlar detail, topped with a cupola.

Among t helate nineteenth century buildings i nthedistrict i stheBarre Guest House
(#5) which was built during theerawhen summer residents flocked t othe country.
The hotel was erected i n1889 at a cost of $40,000 by Harry P. Wods of Boston. | t
is conposed of two rectangular sections which intersect at thecorner of Gove and
Gmmon Streets. At theangle where thesections neet i san octagonal tower which
rises one story above the main two-story mass of thebuilding. Two porches with
decorative railings runthelength of thenorth and east elevations of the first

and second stories.

Contrasting with t hepredom nately clapboard buildings i nthedistrict, theBarre
Savings Bank (#3)i si ntheRichardsoni an Ronanesque style. The building was

erected i n1894 and i s brick with brownstone trim. |t i sone and one half stories
high with a sharp pitched hip roof. The front facade has a central bay wi ndow sur-
mounted by decorative grillwork and a central dormer above. |tsentrance i s set

to theside and has a characteristic Romanesque arch with recessed doorway.

#8: .

Building (#6), Law ence-Hol man-Graziani House (#8), Billings-Fiorello House (#10),
Wods- Haven House (#11), Wbods-Carroll-Bentley House (#12), Wods-W I 1ians-Hodgen
House (#14), Clark-Whiting-Mortel House (#16), and Houghton-Martin-Gariepy House
(#23) .

The Barre Historical Society Building (#6) was built for Spencer Field, a partner
with the Wods i nt heVWods and Field Store which stood just south of this structure.
It was later thehone of Ezekiel W Bullard, inventor of numerous agricultural inple-
ments .

The Cunmi ngs- Wi t conb- Cranst on House (#15) had as one of itsresidents, Catherine
Whitconmb, t heauthor of thenovel |'11l Mourn You Later. According tofriends of the
fam |y, much of t henovel was based on Barre scenes and personalities.
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MAP KEY:

1. Clark-Kilner-Como House, pre-1BQO (originally on site of 5)

2. Barre United Methodist Church, 1840

3. Barre Savings Bank Building, 1894

4. W nsl ow- Hought on- Si bl ey House, late 1700's

5. Barre Guest House, 1889

6. Barre Historical Society Building, 1836

a. Worcester County National Bank, 1950's

b. Barre Post Office Building, 1950's

7. VWods Memorial Library, 1886

8. Lawrence-Hol man- Grazi ani House, c. 1836

9. Jenkins-Cilley House, c.1850

10. Billings-Fiorello House, c.1850

11.  Wods-Haven House, late 1700's

12.  Wbods-Carrol|l-Bentley House, 1865

13. Barre Congregational Church, 1849

14, Wbods-W I I'i ams- Hodgen House, c. 1840

15.  Cummi ngs- Wi t conmb- Cranst on House, c. 1840
16. Clark-Whiting-Mortel House, 1869

17.  Smith-Beard Bl ock, 1862

c. Medical Pharmacy Building, 1928

d. Aubuchon Bl ock, c.1834

18. Barre Town House, 1838

19.  Jenkins-Mechanics Block, c¢.1830's

e. "Light House" Block, c.I815

f.  South End of Mechanics Block, 1920's

20. Shattuck-\Wheel er-Fargnoli Bl ock, 1899
21.  Conant-Fol | ansby- Phel an House, G 1830'S
22. St. Joseph's Roman Cat holic Church, 1896
23.  Houghton-Martin-Gariepy House, 1838

g. Barre Gulf Station, c¢.1930's
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Paul Guzzi
727-8.U70
Decenber 9, 1975

M. Charles Herrington, Chief of Registration
Nati onal Register of Historic P aces

National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

VWashi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed please find threeNational Register nomnations for the follow ng
properties: :

1. Barre, Barre Gonman District

2. Newton, The Captain Edward Durant House

3. Northanpton, Mrthanpton Downtown Historic KLstrict.

These proPerti es have been voted eligible for submssion by the Missachusetts
Historical Conmssion (the State Review Board% and have been signed by t he
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Anadon.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia L. Wedowski

Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Commisson
R-Whw

enclosures
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B.AR'E TOWN HOUSE

The Barre Common Dislrict, nomlnEled for inclusion in the
Katicr.5" KegldCT of Historic Piaces by the Tvlarsachusets
Historical Con;:ri:-i--lon, has been acoepted, Staie Jecr;3;t arv.Paul_
Gi'zzi, chairman of the Commission, hH's bten informed by Gary

~2vefr7Krdt, director of the Xational Park Service in the United
States Department of ti.e Interior.

L"'cged in the be-at of the town of Barre, the district comprises
D cc.nmercia, muiilcip.M, cultiiral, religious and residentia
[":.'rings surrounded by alarge common. It issignificant, not only
fo7tbh2 large common, but for the well-preserved, principally 13th
ci.'it'jry buildingswhich surround it. It has long been the center of
town lifeinBarre and contains the homes of a number of citizens .
important in the development of the community.

Tne Barre Common has been the focus of a number of act|V|t|e£

rnout the town's history. On July 4. 1840. Daniel Webster
c'il:vti--j a two-hour elation toa 9 of loral citizens on the
Ccirmon v.tile CMmpag.ing for V/illiam Henry Hiirrison:n ® * bid
for the Présdoency. The Barre Common was u;ed as atr ining

RECEIVED

JUN 11)976

mss. HIST. COMM.

duhhg the summer season from the octagpnd garzebo
on the Common. The present structure, more commonly kn
{the"bandstand,” viasbuilt in 1S31 and is the third to ganc
Commpn.for 116 years. The Common was served for other
gatherings, such, as church bazdars, lawn parties ad
fedtiveties.' , A
" The district is particularly notable for its fine G-exk |
buildings. There are five examples of the style inthe distr
of which, the Barre Historical Society building and the Les
Holman-Graziani House, are reputed to be the vork o
Carter. Carter (1781-1864) wes raised in the area and Lecan
known in Worcester county and New England as amask-r o
Revival architecture. >
Another of the Greek Revival structures is the Barn
House built by E. Lamb. The original contracts and specifii
now owned by the local Historical Society, indicate that
chitect received the sum of 15 for his plans. From 159 to
building housed the Barre Normal School, for which Korac

gave the opening address. . J
re"
r Ns?' ) -—-
A Vi
I
B."RHE GUEST HOUSE
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Ellas Carter,™architect of Lawrence-Hol man-G aziani House (1836), well-known in Wrcester Co. and New Engl and as
_ "master” of Greek Revival architecture
BVENTS E Lanb, architect of Barre Town House (1838-39), plans of which are owned by the Historical Society
Ezekial Bullard, inventor of agricultural inplements, resident
INSTTUTONAL:  at'harine BH Wi tconb, author of ||| Mourn You Later, resident

(NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP
Goup of 30 primarily 19th C commercial, municipal, cultural, religious, and

residential buildings surrounding the 15-acre town coomon. Long thefocus of town life, thecommon was t he scene of

two-hour " x3n*by)anLie” of WlliamHenry Harrison's 1840 presi dentlal canpai gn and”i “e- nOAt ei ab.
tralnlng' gfouh®"' its'bcFagonSl' *affdsHn&T*lie third i na 116-year succession, is used foXr concerts which 4 have given

the town the reputation of "Band Concert Town of New Engl and." Notable G eek Revival buildings include t he 1836 Law ence-
Hol man- Graziani House, attributed to™New England architect Ellas Carter, andthe 1838-39 Barre Town House, designed by

E Lanb, with it sPaul Revere bell ftw\he former First Parish Church.



5. Bounded roughly by South, Exchange, Main, Pleasant, Broad, School, and G ove Sts.

Ml t*l -use district of 30 predomnantly 19th C buildings surrounding al15-
acre town common; notable arethe Geek Revival Law ence-Hol man- Grazi ani

/ House (1836) and the G eek Revival Barre TovmHouse (1838-79) with ifcs

Paul Revere bell. ~Jsrrrtgy”rk~center of town's |lfe|-site of 1840 Dani el

Webster oration supporting Wlliam Henry Harrison's presidential canpaign;
concerts from the octagonal bandstand® the thlrd—ett-the-common-4n-4Jr4”-yeara. ”
have given iSte community jfcfce reputation of "Band Concert Town of New Engl and."



