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1. Name nf Property
historic name_ Cnttage-Freeman HP
otiier names/site number.

2. Lnr.atinn

Street & number Cnttage St: Freeman St. from Commonwealth Ave to Ten IVile River nnd Park | anp n/a  not for publication
city or town North Attlehoroii<Th nfa  vicinity

state . Mas.sachusetts code MA county  Bristol code_QO05_ .Zip code 07.76"

3. Statp/FpriPral Anpnrv Cprfifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this S nomination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Histo/ic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Q7eets * does not meet th” National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide Hlocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signatur?jof certifying official/TitWCara H. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Servine Certifiratinn
herafcy certify that this property is: Signatur” sfthe Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Cottage-Freeman HD
Name of Property

Fi. niassifiratinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
JL private _ building(s)
_ public-local JL district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.;

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single, multiple dwellings

7. Desnripfinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

FARI YRFPURI IC- Federal
LATE VICTORIAN- Queen Anne Italianate

MID 19" CFENTtJRY- Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Rristnl, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.;

Contributing Noncontributing
22

.building
sites
structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DQMESTIC/.single, multiple dwellings

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof.

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. The Cottage-Freaman Higtoric Digtrict in North Attleborough, MA is a densdy built
residentid area adjacent to the industridized Ten Mile River. Itstopography isflat, goproximately
150 feet above s levd, and trees, mogtly volunteers, linethe sregts and badk lot lines. While lots
vary in gzefrom less than 6,000 to more than 75,000 souare feet, the district's houses share similar
sathacks and interdtices that contribute to a strong historic and visud continuity. While houses as
early as the mid-1820s and &5 late as ca 1910 sand within the district, mogt of the houses date to the
lagt two decades of the 1890s  All are wood-frame congtruction, and mogt ae 1 \2 dories high with
end-gable roofs; five have flank-gable roofs, and four have mansard roofs. There are four 19*-
century bamswithin the district (afifth isnow atached to the reer of 7-9 Cottage Street) and only
four early 20*-century garagesfor automobiles. There are nointrusions.

INVENTORY
The inventory indudes dl buildings and other resources located within the district.
Unless otherwise noted in individua entries, all resdentid properties are wood-frame
congtruction with brick foundations and agphdt-covered end-gable roofs.

COMMONWEALTH AVENUE

185187 FHeaman & Co. House (ca 1870): A vinyl-sided mansard-roof double housewith 6-bay
falade each half hes acanter entrance bdow ahood on heavy scroll-saw brackets This
originally housed workers a the nearby Freamien jewelry factory.

1%5 Freeman & Co. House (ca 1870): A wood-shingled cottage with parged foundation,
20*-century wrgparound porch, and dainty flared-lower-dope mansard  roof with

diminutive dormers  There is a 1-9dl early 20*-cantury garege a reex. This house
origindly housaed workers a the nearby Freamian jewelry factory.

(continued)
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COTTAGE STREET

7-9

810

14

Cheever House (ca 1890): A wood-shingled 2/2-gory, crass-geble-roof, 2-family
house with 2-gtory full-width front porch with turned posts and scroll-sawn brackets, a
1 '/2-gory bamn a the reer is now attached to the house on its southwest corner, and a l-
gory mid-20"-century addition is on the southeest corner.  Inthe 18905 Mrs Cheever
and Edmund L. Cheever, gjeweler lived here he and hiswife, Harriet, gill lived here in
the mid-1920s dong with Edna Cheever, nurse, Charles Dyer, and Cora Currier.

Double House (ca 1880): A vinyl-sided mirror-image, 3-bay-faBade, flank-gable-
roof, 2-gtory double house with pared center entrances below a hood supported by
scroll-sawn console brackets and flanked by 1-gory rectangular-plan bay windows.
At the end of the 19" century this was owned by B.S. Freaman, probably for housing
jewelry workers.

House (ca 1880): A vinyl-sded 1/2-gary house with 2-bay fafade, sde-hal-plan
entrance below a ddicate pierced-work end-gable hood on scroll-sawn brackets, and
3-bay, rectangular-plan bay window Compare with 18 and 22 Cottage Strest (q.v.).
In 1895, H.B. Davenport owned all three.

Greenleaf House (ca 1880): A vinyl-sided 1/2-gory house with 2-bay facade, Sde-
hal-plan double-leaf-door entrance bdow aheavy hood carried on robugt scroll-sawn
brackets, 3-bay, rectangular-plan bay window, and early 20"-century porch on the
northwest corner, now enclosed. Hollis T. Greenleef, an oversesr, lived here from
the mid-1890s a leedt through the iTiid-1920s by then with hiswife, Winifred A.

House (ca 1880): A vinyl-sded 1/2-gory house with 2-bay fafade, sde-hdl-plan
entrance below a ddicate pierced-work end-gable hood on scroll-sawn brackets, 3-
bay, rectangular-plan bay window, fish scde-shingled pand a the top of the end
gable, and scdloped bargeboards At the end of the 19" century, it was owned by
H.B. Davenport. Compare with 14 and 22 Cottage Stregt (g.v.). In 1895, H.B.
Davenport owned all three.

House (ca. 1880): A vinyl-sided 1/2-gory house with 2-bay faBade, side-hall-plan
entrance bdow addicate pierced-work end-gable hood on scroll-sawn brackets, 3-
(continued)
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bay, rectangular-plan bay window, fish scde-shingled pand a the top of the ed
gable, and scdloped bargeboards At the end of the 19* century, it was owned by
H.B. Davenport. Compare with 14 and 18 Cottage Stret (q.v.). In 1895, H.B.
Davenport owned all three.

House (ca 1880): A vinyl-sided 1/2-gory house with parged foundation and 3-bay
faBade st within an glazed full-width front porch. A turn-of-the century barn sands
a rear. H. Champlin, a carpenter, lived here inthe 1890s By the mid-1920s Philip
H. Bumpus, an engineer, lived here with his wife, Cora M; by the early 1950sthey
continued to live herewith their grown son Radph R., gjeweler.

House (ca 1880): An asbetosdded 3-bay-faBade gable-end-&-wing house with
parged foundation, entrance hood on brackets, and endosad porch within the angle of
the main block and ell. A fineban fands a reer; inthe mid 1830s it was occupied
by E.H. Taopan & Son, cariage ad livery sarvice By 18%5 it was owned by H.B.
Davenport

House (ca 1880): A wood-shingle 1/2-gory, 3-bay-feBade house with 1-gory
entrance porch and sunroom the depth of the house's et levation, both dating from
the inid-20"" century. A mid-20"-century 2-gtdl garage is a the rear of the property.
J. Bartie, gjeweler, lived hereinthe r890s. Water F. Grover, a motorman, was here
in the mid-1920s. By the early 1950s it was the home of Lillian and Frank Miller,
presdent of a trucking company, who shared it with their son Frank, J.

FREEMAN STREET

1315

Double House (ca. 1890): A wood-shingle 1/2-gary, 5-bay-falade, center-entrance
house with a crass-gable roof and mirror-image ells with glaze full-width porches st
back from the plane of the feBade of the main block on both sdes An early 20™-
century 2-stal garageis @ rear. H.B. Davenport owned the house in the inid-1890s.
From the mid-1920s through the early 19850sthe two units were occupied by Jenks H.
Inman and his wife, Letty, and Edward Mdanson and his wife, Annie M.; both men
were listed as "foreman” in the loca directories.

(continued)
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24

29-31

37 reex

a4

House (ca. 1890): A handsome and nicely intact 1/2-gory, 3-bay-faBade house with
parged foundation, full-width front porch with turned pogts and scroll-sawn brackets,
and spindlework sunburgt bargeboard a the pesk of the faBade's end gable. From the
mid-1920s into the 19505 this was the home of Ernest |. Rogers, jewder, ad his
wife, Eva

Hall House (ca 1880): A handsome and well presarved  1/2-gory gable-end-&-wing
house with a 3-bay faBade, side-hdl-plan entrance bdow ahood supported by scroll-
sawvn brackets, a full-width front porch across the front of the sarvice ell, and shed
dormers on the north Sde of the main block and front of the service ell. A handsome
and similarly wdl-preserved ban contemporary with the house dands a rear.
Jawder W. H. Hal and his wife, Lillian M., lived here in the mid-1890s g
widowed, still lived here inthe inid-1920s.

Double House (ca. 1880): A vinyl-sided mansard-roof housewith parged foundation,
6-bay faBade with entrances a the center within a 1-gory mid-20""-century porch, and
gable-roof dormeas  In 18% Mrs. E.AA. Codding owned the propety & an
investment. Mr Codding was a principa in the manufacturing jewelry firm Codding
Bros. & Heilborn; none of the Codding family lived here.

House (ca. 1900): A vinyl-sided house with 3-bay faBade and partia width front
porch.

A 1-gdl early 20"-century garage.

House (ca. 1880): A vinyl-sided 2/2-gory, 5-bay-faBade, flank-gable-roof, center-
entrance house with a lower 2-gstory service wing, with a 1-gory full-width glazed
porch, st beck from and parald to the plane of the faBade. H.B. Davenport owned
the property inthe mid-1890s. By the mid-1920s it was home to jeweler Thomas
Cassdy and Anna and Raymond Rogears  In the early 1950s it was occupied by
genogrgpher Edith G. Baker and cost accountant Kenneth L. Pege and his wife,
Clara

(continued)
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House (ca 1880): A vinyl-sided, 5-bay-faBade Mansard Cottage with scroll-sawn-
bracket hood over the center entrance, pedimented dormers, and service el on the
southeest corner.  In 1895, this was owned by MrsF. Doll. By the mid-1920s it was
the home of FHora and William Lincoln; he was ajanitor. George Jenkins, a plater,
lived herein the 1950s.

Barn (late 19" century)

House (ca 1890): A modest 1/2-dory ashestossded house with side-hdl-plan
entrance beow ahood supported by scroll-saw brackets and a single tripartite picture
window that replaces two origina windows. 1nthe mid-1890s this was the home of
jeweler Levi F. Leonard. Jewder Raph E. Moudey and his wife, Horence, lived
here in the mid-1920s. By the early 1950s it was the home of foreman Thomas J.
McMorrow and hiswife, Dorothy.

Donddson House (ca. 1890): A 2-gory, 3-bay-faBade house with parged foundation
and large 1-gory addition on the south sde. James E. Donddson, gjeweler, and his
wife, Harriet T., lived here from the mid-1920s into the 1950s they shared this 2-
family house with other tenants, Howard, an engineer, and Ruth Fisher inthe 1920s
and James ajewelry worker, and Claire Lenox inthe 1950s

House (ca. 1880): A vinyl-sided 2/2-gory, 5-bay-faBede, flank-gable-roof, center-
entrance house with amdl 20"-century front porch, 2-gory rectangular-plan bay
window on the south sde, and paired interior chimneys. Jewder L. S Leonad
owned this house in the mid-1890s.  The mgjority of the 20*-century occupants of
this 2-fainily house werejewelry workers.

Henry E. and Abigail Arnold House (ca 1880): A 1/2-gory, flank-gable-roof Gothic
Revival house with a symmetricd faBade: the center entrance is flanked by sami-
octagond-plan bay windows, and a 1-gory porch gretches between the bay windows
on the first gory, and prominent stegp-dope cross gableswith round-head windows,
which flank a large addition above the entrance, are in the attic story. Mrs Abigail
Arnold and Henry E. Arnold, jeweler, lived here inthe mid-1890s; by the inid-1920s
it was still home to Henry E. Arnold, jeweler. By the early 1950s tool-maker Josgph
W. Quinn and hiswife, Louise, lived here

(continued)
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Gould-Haun House (ca 1890): A vinyl-sided 2/2-gory, sde-hdl-plan, 2-fainily
house with tripartite picture windows on the falades T' and 2" story. Jewder Albert
E. Gould owned the house in the mid-1890s. From the 1920s through the 1950s
Frederick P. and Gertrude Haun lived here; he was gjeweler.

Albert E. and Annie Gould House (ca. 1880): An asbestos-Sded, 2/2-gtory, 3-bay-
faBade, 2-family house with double-leaf entrance bdow a hood supported by scroll-
sawvn brackets  Albert E. Gould, ajeweler, and his wife, Annig, lived here from the
mid-1890s until the 1920s she continued to live here following his degth in 1923,

Eugene and M. Emily Burgess House (ca. 1890): A wood-shingle 1'/2-gtory, 3-bay-
faBade house with full-width turned-post front porch and double-leaf entrance.
Jewder Eugerne R ad his wife, M. Emily, lived here from the mid-1890s through
the mid-1920s

House (ca 1890): A wood-shingle 1'/-story house with a 2-bay faBade, entrance ad
picture window (probably a replacement for two original windows), and a large 1-
gory shed-roof addition on the southeest corner. An early 20™-century concrete-block
2-gtdl garage is a the reer of the house

PARK LANE

1

1reax

House (ca 1910): An asbestosdded 1/2-gory, cross-gableroof house with rock-
face-concrete-block foundation and full-width glazed front porch. Charles L. ad
Hattie W. Cabat lived hereinthe 1920s he was ajeweler.

Garage (early 20" century): A 1-ddl hip-roof garage.

House (ca 1835): A lae Fedad 1/2-gory, 5-bay-faBade, flank-gable-roof, center-
chimney house with granite-block foundation, center entrance with dddlights st
within a 1-gtory pedimented Coloniad Reviva front porch, and a large shed dormer
acrossthe faBade. Inthe lae 19" century, this was the property of B.S. Freaman &
Co., located acrossthe way & 35 Robinson Street.' Cf5 Pak Lane.

(continued)

N The Freeman Factory is included in the Conmonweal th Avenue Historic

District.
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House (ca 1835): A lae Federd 1/2-gory, 5-bay-fabade, flank-gable-roof, center-
chimney house with granite-block foundation, center entrance with sidelights, and 1-
gory addition on the southeest corner.  Inthe late 19" century, this wes the property
of B.S. Freeman & Co., located across the way & 35 Robinson Street.  Cf 4 Pak
Lane.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes are currently recorded in the didtrict, it is possible that Stes
ae presat.  Nine stes have been recorded in the generd area (within one mile). Environmental

characteridics of the didtrict represant severd locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to
wetlands) that are favorablefor the presance of Native American Stes. Thedistrict indudes alevd

to moderatdy doping plain containing well-drained soilsformed inglacid till. The entire district is
located within 1,000 feet of the Ten Mile River and Ten Mile River Pond. The Ten Mile River
actualy formsmog of the southen boundary of the district. The confluence of the Ten Mile ad

Bungay Riversliesgpproximately one mile southeedt of the district. The Ten Mile River forms part
of the Narragansett Bay drainege, eventudly reaching the estuarine zone to the south in Seekork,

Massachusatts.  Downdream from the digtrict, the Ten Mile River drainage is a documented locus of
Native American settlement dong the Ten Mile, Bungay, and Seven Mile Rivers. At leedt 34 Stes
ae known inthe short digance baween Attleborough Fals and Attleborough Center within oneto
two miles southeedt of the digtrict. Given the above information, the size of the digtrict (11 acres),

and the limited availability of open land in the digtrict, amoderate potentid exigs for the recovery of

ancient Native American resources

A modade to high potentid exigts for locating historic archaeologicd resources in the district.
Some English settlement occurred in the North Attleborough and Attleborough Fals locde inthe
late n"' century; however, none hes been identified inthe digtrict. Settlement remained primarily
agriculturd, with rdated milling until the middle of the 19" century. Satlement in the Cottage-
Feaman Higtoric Digrict was goarse before 1870. Mot buildingswere built between 1870 and
1890 with three exceptions, two buildings built eerlier and one later. Earlier resdences include
buildingsa 4 and 5 Pak Lane, bath built ca 1825 in response to indugtrid activity that began onthe
nearby Ten Mile River soon after 1800. Since little or no demoalition hes occurred, no building sites
ae known in the digtrict. Mogt potentia archaeologica resourcesin the district are probably limited
to structura evidence of barns and outbuildings and occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies,
wells).

(end)
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8. Statement nf SignificancB

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JLC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

CriteriaConsiderations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.*

9. Major Biblingraphical References

Rristnl, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance
ca. 1835-1953

Significant Dates
Ma

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
_NzZa

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.*

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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8 The Cottage-Freaman Higtoric Digtrict, North Attleborough, Massachusetts, medts criteria A
and C on the locd levd for its assodaions with community development in North Attleborough in
the late industrid period and for its intact representatives of late 19*-cantury vernacular domestic
architecture. A compactly devdoped residentiad district mede up of houses of smilar-scde, -age
and -type, the Cottage-Freeman Higtoric District achieves significance in the aress of community
planning and devdopment and architecture.  Because of its ability physicdly to document the type
and arrangement of housing occupied by workers in The Falssjewery-manufacturing industry, it
explans how the community devdoped a the time of some of its grestest prosperity.
Architecturdly, it offers the range of typica vernacular late 19"-century modest domestic
architecture.

HISTORY
TOWN OF NORTH ATTLEBOROUGH HISTORY

Located 30 miles south of Bogton in Bristol County, North Attleborough wes pat of the
1666 Rehoboth North Purchese. North Attleborough was part of the Town of Attleborough from its
incorporation in 1694 until North Attleborough's incorporation as a sgparate township in 1887.

The tract granted in 1666 to the inhabitants of Rehoboth by the PFlymouth Colony included
parts of present-day Attleborough, Mansfield, and Norton, Massachusetts, and Cumberland, Rhode
Idand. The earliest English settlement in present-day North Attleborough was by John Woodcock
on today's Eagt Washington Stregt before 1670. When the Town of Attleborough was incorporated
in 1694, its population counted 180. Ample water supply from Whitings Pond to the west and Ten
Mile River to the eest encouraged settlement of the areg; sav and grigt mills were among the aredls
earliest commercid and indudtrid activities. Early English sattlement inthe areaithat became North
Attleborough focused a the villages of Old Town, North Village, and Attleborough Fdls and
remained primarily agriculturd with subsgence milling until the middle of the 19" century. As
ealy as the Federd Period, however, North Village and Attleborough Fdls became increasngly
industridized dong power privileges of the Ten Mile River.

By the mid-19" century, today's North Attleborough begen to bloom as ajewelry- ad
preciousmetasmanufacturing center. By 1855, the northem portion of Attleborough hed a
population of nearly 3000 and supported twenty-four jewelry manufacturers.  The Civil War

(continued)
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magnified the areds precious-metds-manufacturing role with extendve commissons from the
United Sates government for uniform buttons, braid, badges, and emblems. Old Town remained the
community center until the devdopment of the Town Center dong North and South Washington
Streets, beginning in the mid-19* century and accderating after the advent of the railroad west from
the main Bogon-Providence line to South Washington Strest in 1870. North Attleborough was
incorporated in 1887 after separation from Attleboroughitself  Until the mid-20* century. North
Attleborougli remained an internationaly known center for jewelry manufacturing.

ATTLEBOROUGH FALLSHISTORY

Attleborough Fdls isthe ste of someof the Town of North Attleborough'smog significant
industridl development. It retains important industrial, domegtic, and indtitutional buildings as well
& afine mid-19*-century rurd cemetery.

Devdopment a& The Fdls by non-Native Americans began no later then the beginning of the
18 century. By 1703 John Daggett was operaing a corn mill a The Fdls, and a sawmill was
probably located here as well. Neither the early mills nor any buildings or structures remain of the
oarse 18*-century devd opment that occurred around The Falls.

The present indudtridization of the area dates to 1809, when Artemis Stanley sold the
property located today a 426 Mount Hope Avenue to a group of investors (including himself) who
built afactory on the water privilege. The mill burned in 1811 and was immediately rebuilt on the
ste that wood-frame building remained on the Site a leest until the end of the 19¢ century. In 1831,
the 125-acre reservoir, known today as Fdls Pond, was crested west of the falls, and a sone mill,
sixty-eight by thirty-eight feet, was erected. The gone mill was expanded 1857 ad laer. The
origina gone mill for the Fals Manufacturing Company houssd cotton production until after Civil
War, when H. N. Daggett converted it to braid manufacturing.

The Fdlswas the ste of the first company in the United States formed for the manufacture
of meta buttons. In 1812 Colond Obed and Otis Robinson began manufacturing buttons in a
building onthe Ten Mile River & Robinson Strest. This building is probably not extant.” The
(continued)

N Robinson's factory or a portion thereof nmay be incorporated i n the
Freeman-Sturdy Factory at 35 Robinson Street, but a physical exam nation
of that conplex i s needed todetermne itsevolution.
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wooden mill complex a& 35 Robinson Street housed the B. S Freeman & Co. jewelry manufactory
from 1847 until 1913, although exclusive use of the complex for jewelry continued intothe 1960s.

In 1857, V. H. Blackinton purchased an old wooden schoolhouse on Commonwealth
Avenue and began manufacturingjet jewelry. The complex was rebuilt-again inwood-followinga
fire in 1869. It expanded though the 19" century and continued production a 100 Commonwealth
Avenue until late inthe 20* century.

Paper-box manufacturing, an important ancillary to the jewelry industry so important
regionally, began in North Attleborough in 1851. In 1891 J. F, and C. O. Mason began producing
jewelry boxes in a small gable-roof building a the west end of their complex a& 521 Mount Hope
Avenue. The company expanded into a spreading two-story wood-frame building completed ca
1910. Production of paper boxes continues today inthe same location, but much of the complex was
covered inthe mid-1990s with vertical-seam aluminum siding, and most of the fenestration hes been
replaced.

An impressive variety of domestic architecture complements the industrial complexes in The
Falls. These houses and their outbuildings, in fact, are related to the industrial development here.
The larger, more stylish houses were occupied by the mill owners and investors or their families; the
smaler and often similar ones, by those who worked inthe mills. For example jewelry manufacturer
B. S Freeman, whose plant stands a 35 Rohinson Street, lived up the hill & 390 Mount Hope
Avenue in an imposing house dominated by a four-story mansard-roof entrance tower and
wraparound front porch. S D. Mason, a relative of the box manufacturers, lived in a fineModern
Gothic house a 204 Commonwedth Avenue. V. H. Blackinton lived a 172 Commonwealth
Avenue, just a short walk from his factory a number 100. Inthe late 19" century, H. B. Davenport
built a row of small amost-identical housss on the north side of (appropriately named) Cottage
Street; these were likely occupied by workers a nearby B. S. Freeman & Co.

The extant buildings and their relationships one to another have the capacity physicaly to
illustrate the socia history of the area. After H. N. Daggett purchased the old Falls Factory in 1861,
the

...property had become somewhat run down; the tenements and their surroundings

were so shabby and untidy, and some of the residents were 0 lawless that the

community had come to have arather disreputable name As soon as hetook

(continued)
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possession, Mr. Daggett established order and hed it maintained, and the "roughs’
who had become ared terror, under his decided and vigorous trestment "either | eft
town, or subsded into peaceful citizens" He hes greatly improved the whole
property, erected new buildings, and medefor himsdf there acharming home

Daggett's large house on ample grounds & the intersection of Elm  Street and Mount Hope Avenue
hes disgppeared, but the mill itsalf and the tenemeants dong the eadt Sde of Mount Hope Avenue

beween Elm Srest and Commornwedth Avenue remain. John F. Sturdy, a gold-plate-jewery
manufacturer, occupied a rambling concave-mansard-roof dwelling a 110 Towne Street (within the

proposed  Attleborough Fdls HD); handsomdy landscaped-and  probably incorporating historic
landscape features-his property recdls his interest "...in the improvement and beautifying of this
plessant little village ... by making an attractive home, for himself which he surrounded by well-kept

grounds"" Surdy's house is immediatdy around the corner and across the Ten Mile River from
Centrd Congregational Church, which benefited from his generous gifts, and he "..was one of the

unusudly efficient building committee when its edifice weas erected.”

By the late 1840s nead was percaved for a new cemetery in Attleborough. Like many
industrializing communities, the citizens of Attleborough wanted an isolated, carefully landscaped,
rura cemetery, atype of burid ground just coming into fashion. Sa behind an Egyptian Revivad
brownstone gate. Mount Hope Cameaay followsthe picturesque precepts dready redized in Cam-
bridges Mount Auburn Caemetery (1831) and Providences Swvan Point Camaery (1847), both of
which were surdy known to the incorporators of Mount Hope. (Not within the boundaries of the
present nomination, Mt. Hope Cemetery is potentidly digible for individua designation in the
National Regiger.) Atit consecration on2 June ! 850, the Revd J. M. B. Bailey extalled the virtues
of therurd cemeatery as atranscendent place when he noted that the cemetery was

.0 far removed from the sir and budle of active life... [and its landscape]
...diversified with brook and pond and rushing streem, with plain and hillock, with

(continued)

A John Daggett, A Sketch of the History of Attleborough From Its
Settlement to the Division (Boston, 1894), p. 524.

A Ibid., p. 596.
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gentle declivity and retiring vae, with sunshine and shede with the naturd forest
and the cultivated grove Let everything connected with, and belonging to, this
mod interesting place, itstrees, its monumeants, its grass itsfoliage, its evergreans,
point the visitor to the resurrection and the lifeto come”

The Fdls retains intact historic resourcesthat achieve significance inthe aressof indudtry,
architecture, socid history, and landscgpe architecture. The Fals Factory complex, Freaman-Sturdy
Factory, and V. H. Blackington are telling artifacts about textile and jewelry manufacturing. The
cdugers of housssdong Freaman and Towne Stregts and Commonwedth and Mount Hope Avenues
and severd individua isolated houses-auch as the Slanley brothers houses a 66 Stanley and 327
Town Streets-are fine, representative examples of late 19*-cantury domedtic architecture. The
juxtapositions of industria, resdentid, and ingtitutional buildingstell of important community socia
interrelationships. Mount Hope Camaeary and the grounds of the John F. Sturdy House are good
examples of historic landscape.

COTTAGE-FREEMAN HISTORIC DISTRICT HISTORY

The areainduded in the Cattage-Freaman  Higtoric Digtrict was little developed before 1870.
The right-of-way for today's Commorweelth Avenue existed in the 18" century, and Freaman Strect
was open to traffic by the early 19¢ century. Cottage Strect wias likely cregted just before or a the
time that intense residentia devdopment occurred, inthe 1880s Two houses 4 and 5 Pak Lane
appeax to date to the 1830s and may rdae to the industrid activity on the neerby Ten Mile River that
began soon after 1800. Most houses however, were built over a short period of time, as discussad
bdow in the context of community development.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Built dmog entirdly betwean 1870 and 1890 (with only three exceptions, two earlier and
ore later), the housssin the district document the growth of asignificant population of workers & the
neerby jewelry factories in The Fdls in the lagt quarter of the 19* century, when jewelry production
pesked inthe area Every house within the district hes a documented connection with the loca
jewelry industry: built or owned by ajewelry company or ajewelry manufacturer, built and owned
by ajewelry worker, or occupied by ajewery worker. Only the two early houses on Pak Lane

(continued)

" Ibid, p. 753.
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predate the aredsjewdry-manufacturing escdaion and may not owe their originsto individuas
assodiated with it; they were, however, owned in the late 19 century by jewelry manufacturer B.S.
Feaman Co. Mogt (twenty-five, 86%) of the houses in the digtrict were owned privately by

individuals, not by a company. Such a pattern was typica in urban or urbanizing arees where the

red-edate market was sufficiently active to accommodae housing for workers without corporate

involvement. Earlier directories do not document the specific workplaceof the jeweers who lived

here, but many probably worked a the Evans, Freaman, or Blackington plants located nearby on

Robinson and Commonwedth Avenues!’

ARCHITECTURE

The housssin the Cottage-Freaman Higtoric Didtrict offer atine opportunity to obsarve the
smilarities and the variables within the area of late 19* century vernacular domegtic architecture.
Their plans, their overal form, and their use of ornament are especidly telling.

Degpite arange of typicd late 19 century visud digtinctions among the housss here, they
ae divided intotwo besc plantypes the center-entrance, center-hdl plan with symmetricd facede
and the off-center-entrance, dde-hdl plan with asymmetricd fafade. Ten of the housss
(approximately 35%) in the digtrict follow the symmetrica center-entrance plan, and they include dl
of the larger housesin the district. The earliest housssin the digtrict, & 4 and 5 Park Lane, follow the
center-entrance format used predominantly in the 18* and eaxly 19* centuries Other examples
include the houses a 8-10 Cottage Strest (ca 1880), 13-15 FHeamnen Streat (ca 1890), 41 Feaman
Strest (ca. 1880), 49 Freaman Street (ca  1880), 62 Freamian Stret (ca 1880), 68 Freaman Street (ca
1880), and double housss a 2931  Feaman Stregt (ca 1880) and 185-187 Commonwedth Avenue
(ca 1875). The nineteen other housss (gpproximately 65%) follow the asymmetricad-fafade dde-
hal plan. Thissmple organizationa format isfound more frequently in smdler houses for people of
lower and modeate income, probably because it devotes more goece to living aress than to
circulation. In andler housssthe maximum amount of usssble goece is far more important than in
larger houses.

(continued)

N The Evans factory has been demolished. The Freeman plant at 35 Robinson
and the Blackington plant at 14 0 Conmonweal th are included withint he
Commonweal th Avenue Historic District, submtted for nom nation

concurrent with this nomnation.
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The variety of forms found in the digtrict, while dightly larger, nonethdess shows a
prevdence of one type. The mgjority of the houses (twenty-two, or 76%) inthe district are badic
boxes rectangular in plan without an ell, oriented both long and short Sde to the sredt, usudly with
a dample gable roof Three housss (14, 18, and 22 Cottage Street) were originally identica end-
gable-roof basic box houses, probably built by the sameindividua in the early 1880s Of the basic-
box housss, four (14%) have mansard roofs, and three (10%) have someform of crass-gable roofs.
Some of these badc-box houses have undergone additions in later years, such as the 20*-century
porches onthe housesa 15 and 31 Cottage Stret and 37 Freamian Sregt or the later el & 61 and 80
Freaman Stret.  Five houses (17%) are basic-box form with original ells, ether to the Sde or tothe
reer. Only two houses 26 Cottege Strest and 24 Freamen Stredt, are the end-gable-and-wing form
found in many middle-income neighborhoods devdoped in the second half of the 19 century.

Typica of lae 19"-century modest vernacular domedtic architecture, ornamentation on
housss inthe digtrict is limited in use and variety and generdly restricted to the facade or the front
entrance. Mogt common ornamentation is the use of abracketed hood over the principal entrance,
found on sixteen (55%) of the houses saverd others probably hed hooded entrances originaly ad
are now bereft of them. Turned-gpindle porches are on only four houses, dthough the configuration
of saverd other housss suggests thet they, too, may have hed them originaly. Seven (24%) of the
houses have projecting rectangular-plan one-gtory bay windows;, five of these are dmogt-identica
houses on Cottage Street.

Accretive dterations have affected a number of properties within the district, but they do not
obscure the fundamenta significance individudly or collectively of the properties hominated.
Artificial sding hes obscured the origind treatment of many wall surfaces on housss within the
digtrict, but many likely retain original dagpboard and shingle under the siding.  Application of
artificial siding, however, hes not obscured the basic forms of the houses or removed their mogt
character-defining features, such as porches or hoods over principal entrances  Some porches have
been endlosed, but they remain legible as porches. None of the resources within the district boundary
are conddered noncontributing.

RECENT TRENDS

Since the early 1950s the end of the period of significance, the district hes experienced
changethrough ingppropriate maintenance. The ebove-noted gpplication of artificial dding is
(continued)
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perhgops the mogt significant. It represants, however, an atempt, however misguided, a maintaining
largdy owner-occupied single-family houses The digtrict hes not, however, ssen demoalition or
congruction of ingppropriate new buildings. Both suggest that ligting in the Nationd Regiger ad
educationd efforts about proper maintenance activities directed toward hormeowners could only
reinforce the visual and historica significance of the district.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of ancient Native American settlement in North Attleborough are poorly documented,
ay surviving dstes could be dgnificant.  While numerous ancient stes have bean recorded

downgream of the district dong the Ten Mile River drainage, may dtes lack interpretative

information beyond locations. Many other sites have dso been destroyed by industrial, urban, and

suburban devdopment. Potentid  Sites in the district may enable the opportunity to sysematicdly

dudy dte digtributions in the Ten Mile River drainage and their cultura and functional variability
through time. Ancient Native dtes in the district may contain information that definesthe role of

gtes in this area with more densdy settled locaes batween Attleborough Fdls and Attleborough

Center or other core aress to the south towards Narragansett Bay.

Higtoric archaeologicd  resources described above have the potentia to contribute important socid,
cultural, and economic information rdaed to the district's resdents during its ealy 19" century
sttlement and late 19* century growth as worker's housing assodiated with the growing jewelry
industry.  Structurd evidence from barns and outbuildings combined with detailed andyss of the
contents from occupaiond-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may contribute important
information on the type of agrarian activitiestha characterized early settlement and itsrdlationship to
mills that devedloped on the Ten Mile River to sarve loca farms. While some types of occupational-
rdated features are not & common with late 19¢ century housing, detaled andysisof trash aress ad
gructura evidence of barnsand outbuildings may contain important information relating to the lives
of jewelry workers in the late 19'Vealy 20* century period. Archaeologica resourcesinthe digtrict
may contain information that characterizes ethnic divisions within asignificant population of late 19
century workers that worked a neerby jewelry factories in Attleborough Fals.  Archaeologicd
evidence may exig that documents important agpects in the family structure of workers as well &
their culturd lives.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Fesse sse endosed Assessor's mges

The Cottage-Freeman HD incdudes properties on Cottege Stredt, Freaman
Strest from Commonwedth Avenueto the Ten Mile River, and Pak Lane.
For eech drest included in the district, the exterior boundaries of

the district are asfollows:

Cottage Street: back lot lines on both ddes of the dreet.

Freaman Strect: back lot lines of the properties on the west side of

the gtreet from Commornwedth Avenue on the north to Ten Mile River on
the south; badk lot linesof propertiesat 24, 58, 62, 68, 72, 76 ad

80 Freaman Sregt on the eest 9de of the sredt.

Park Lane: exterior lot linesof the propeartiesat 1,4, and 5 Pak
Lane.

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The Cottage-Freemian district boundaries are drawvn to include the
amdl-scae workers housing thet shetered mill employees and their

familiesin neerby mills. The boundary exdudes adjacent ZO™-oantury
open goace and development.

(end)
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Negatives with North Attleborough Historical Commission

1 Freaman Stredt, view to SW
2. Cottage Strest, view to NE
3. Cottage Street, view toNW
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COTTAGE-FREEMAN HISTORIC DISTRICT
NORTH ATTLEBOROUGH (BRISTOL), MA

MAP/LOT STREET ADDRESS NAME/FUNCTION DATE STYLE JEWELRY ASSOC

16/109 185-187 Commonwedth Ave. House ca 1810 Mansard cottage Company owned

162 195 Commonwedth Ave. Freaman House ca 1810 Mansard cottage Company owned
gaage ca 190

16/18 7-9 Cottage Strest Cheaver houseand ban  ca 1890 Vemecular Jaweler occupied

16/125 8-10 Cottage Strect Double house ca 1830 Itd. Vemacular Company owned

16/13 14 Cottege Street House ca 1880 Gothic Vemac. Davenport owned

16/17 15 Cottage Street Greenlesf house ca 1880 Ital. Vemacular ? Overseer owned

16/12 18 Cottage Street House ca 1830 Gothic Vemac. Davenport owned

1611 22 Cottage Street House ca 1830 Quen Anne Davenport owned

16/16 23 Cottage Street House ca 1830 Vemacular Jawder occupied
bam ca 190

16/10 26 Cottage Street House ca 180 Gableend & wing Davenport owned
bam ca 1830

16/14 31 Cottage Strect House ca 1830 Vemecular Jawder occupied
gaage ca 190

16/3 1315 FHeaman Stret House ca 180 Vemecular ? Foreman occupied
gaage ca 190

16/4 21 Feaman Strest House ca 180 Quean Anne Jawder occupied

1883 24 Freamen Sret Hall House ca 1830 Gableend & wing Jewder occupied
bam ca 1830

165 29-31 Heaman Stret Double house ca 1880 Mansard cottege Mfgjeweer oocupiec

16/111 37 Freamian Street House ca 180 Vemecular
gaage ca 190

16/6 41 FHeaman Strest House ca 180 Vernacular Davenport owned

16/7 49 FHeamen Strect House ca 1830 Mansard cottage  Jeweler occupied
bara ca 180

18115 58 Freaman Siret House ca 180 Vemacular Jawder occupied

16/8 61 Freaman Sret Donadson House ca 180 Vemeacular Jewder occupied

Page 1 of 2



MAP/LOT

18/84
18/85
17142
172
16/15
17140

16/411

16/119
16/122

All properties are contributing buildings.

STREET ADDRESS

62 Freeman Stregt
68 Freaman Strest
72 Freeman Stregt
76 Freeman Sret
77 Freaman Sret
80 Feaman Sregt

1 Pak Lane

4 Pak Lane
5 Pak Lane

COTTAGE-FREEMAN HISTORIC DISTRICT
NORTH ATTLEBOROUGH (BRISTOL), MA

NAME/FUNCTION

Hous=

Arnold House
Haun House
Gould House
Burgess House
House

garege

House
gaage
House
House

DATE

ca 1830
ca 1830
ca 1890
ca 1830
ca 1820
ca 180

ealy 20" C.

ca 1910

ealy 20 C.

ca 185
ca 185

Page?2 of 2

STYLE

Vernacular
Gothic Vemec.
Vemecular
Vemecular
Vemecular
Vemecular

Vemacular

Federd
Federd

JEWELRY ASY

Jewder occupied
Jewder occupied
Jewder occupied
Jawder occupied
Jewder occupied

Jewder occupied

Company owvned
Company owvned
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Frandis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

October 28, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic Haces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please fmd the following nomination form:
Cottage-Freaman HD, North Attleborougli (Bristol), MA

The nomination hes bean voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included inthe district were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to commernt.

Ore letter of abjection hes bean received.

Sincerdly,

%\MLMu2yUn

Betsy Friedberg {]j
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. Wm. McKenzie Woodward, Consultant
John C. Rhyno, Board of Sdectmen
Dondd Johnson, Planning Board
Robert Ashton, North Attleborough Historical Commission
DorisNeal, North Attleborough Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us'sec/mhc



