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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Crawford House is located on the south end of Main Street, about one block
from the commercial core of downtown Somerset. County sSeat of Pulaski County,
Somerset is a rural community (1970 pop. 10,436) on the fringe of the Bluegrass
in a region known as the Mississippian Plateau. The town is seventy-six miles

gsouth of Lexington and approximately forty mijles north of the Tennessee-Kentucky
state line.

Constructed in the mid-nineteenth century, the Crawford House is a l%-story
brick building, originally one room deep. It has a two-bay facade with arched
openings. The entrance is to the left of a double window and opens into a side
hall, with a parlor to the right. A hall staircase (replacing an earlier dog-
leg-stairway) is to the rear, and leads to an attic room. The attic area
consists of one room with sloping walls with the dormer permitting additional
light and greater use of the space.

The original wood trim includes door and window frames displaying concentric
circle corner blocks.

One large room extending the width of the building was recently added to the
rear. The original brick rear wall was left exposed.

The building facade abuts the sidewalk with a parking lot directly to the rear
and paved drive to the south. The north wall is within six feet of the adjacent
building the former Beecher Hotel, now Beecher House. The eastern boundary
extends from the western edge of the sidewalk, and extends approximately 5'

to the north of the northern exterior wall and 1}' to the south of the southern
exterior wall and approximately 2' to the rear of the back wall.
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The A. J. "Jackson" Crawford Building, in downtown Somerset in Pulaski County,
Kentucky, has long associations with A. J. "Jackson" Crawford from 1880 until
1915. "Uncle Jack" was a well-known figure in the city during that period as an
attorney for local black people. He purchased this property at public auction
in 1880 and used it both as a law office and residence until his death in 1915.

As a result of the Civil War, the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amend-
ments to the United States Constitution completely altered the former status of
black people as slaves and converted them into freed men and new citizens. s
Consequently, blacks then had need on ocecasion for legal assistance. In Somerset,
one of the local blacks,a capable mannamed A. J. "Jackson'Crawford, became the
individual who filled the need for black people in that community. Very little is
known about his early life. He was evidently born a slave in 1844. It is not
known how he spent his early years. It appears likely that after the Civil War
he served as a law clerk and apprentice in the practice of Thomas Zantzinger
Morrow, a prominent attorney in Somerset who served as circuit judge after 7.891.

Judge Morrow had also served as county attorney of Pulaski County fron 1858 to
1861. 1In 1861 he helped to organize the Thirty-Second Kentucky Regiment

for the Federal Army and served as its lieutenant-colonel for nine months.

He served in the state House of Representatives from 1861 to 1863 and from 1865
to 1869 served in the state Senate. He was an important figure in the Republican
Pparty serving as a delegate to the 1876 and 1880 national conventions. In 1883
he was the Republican nominee for governor of Kentucky but was defeated by '

J. Proctor Knott who served until 1887. Morrow's

son, Edwin P. Morrow, served as governor from 1919 to 1923.

There is no proof that A. J. "Jackson" Crawford was ever admitted to the Bar in
Kentucky. Judge H. C. Kennedy in an unpublished address concerning the history of
the Somerset Bar Association in 1941 just briefly mentioned Crawford as being

"the only colored man who ever practiced before the Somerset Bar." No record has
been found in the Pulaski Circuit Court Record Books to indicate that Crawford was
ever admitted. However, his death certificate lists his occupation as "Lawyer."
Testimony of an oral history nature from Mrs. Mary Catherine Green Gover, a niece
of A. J. Crawford's daughter, Mariah Crawford, indicated that Crawford "worked

for Judge Morrow."
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It appears likely, therefore, that whether Crawford was. actually a member

of the Somerset Bar or not, he was in fact providing the legal services needed
by black people in this community from 1880 when he and his wife bought this
property next to the Beecher Hotel by public auction, and perhaps before, until
his death on July 17, 1915.1

Crawford was also known to be an ordained minister, although he never served as
a full-time pastor. Very likely he was an elder, deacon, or trustee of the church.
He was known as one of the "pioneers'" of his local church.

Mr. Crawford, or "Uncle Jack" as he was familiarly called, was a significant
figure in black history in Somerset during the period after the war until his
death in 1915 at the age of seventy-one. He was evidently the first black man to
provide legal services to his people: in that community.

1A throrough and complete search of the records in the Pulaski Circuit
Court during the period 1865 to 1915 might reveal that at some point he was
certified by Judge Morrow or some -of his predecessors to practice law in his
own right as a result of successful experience as a law clerk.

21¢ is even possible that he was the first black man ever to practice in
Kentucky. Only further intensive research could establish this fact for certain.
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