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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Summary

Fort McPherson Nationa Cemetery islocated a 12004 State Spur 56A, four miles south
of Maxwell, Nebraska, in Lincoln County. Stuated on the west Sde of State Spur 56A,
the 20-acre cametery dts on asguare lot. Fort McPherson National Cemetery was
edablished in 1873 as a gace to reinter remans from frontier fort cemeteries abandoned
by the U.S. Army when conflicts between settlers and Native Americans declined.
Wooden heedboards marked the first graves & Fort McPherson; later more permanant
markers in the form of upright marble heedgones and 6-inch square blockstook their
place. Additionally anumber of private sone monuments are found in the oldest sections
of the cemetery.

At the main entrance, a wrought-iron fence with Sx omamenta done piers extends
across the entire eedt 9de of the cemaery. Theman entrance gates, compaosed of
wrought iron, meesure gpproximately 20 feet wide and 10 feet high. Two bronze plagques
adom smdler wrought-iron pededrian gatesflanking the main entrance. Thefirstplague
contains the cemetery name in raised | etters, while the second plague features the
Veeans Adminigration (the predecessor of the Department of Veterans Affairs)
emblem. A second st of vehicular gatesislocated 400 feet north of the main gates.

From the main entrance, acentrd east-west avenue extends to aturnaround & the reer of
the property. A 75-foot flagpoleislocated in the center of the turnaround and a committal
shdter gandsbehind. Three north-south drives extend from the central avenue, forming a
rectangular circulation pattem. A brick wall, goproximatdy 5 feet-6 inchestall, runs
dong the westem sde of the cemetery and dong what was the northem extent of the
cametery by sections C, E, R, and S, (There are now severd openings in the wall thet
alow access to the expanson sections—K, L, M, N, O, P, T, U, V, W, X, anrd Y—"o the
north.) Thewalls and supporting piers date to three different time periods. Theorigina
walls were consgmcted in 1878-79 and only exist today in section C. When the cemetary
was expanded to the west in the early 1930s the westem wall was removed and rebuilt &
the westem property line and the north and south walls were extended to mest it. Thelast
building campagn occurred in the late 1990searly 2000s, when the westem wall was
expanded both north and south to the comers of the property. Additional, cag-stone
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coping was added to the walls and piers a thistime. A wrought-iron fence mnsaong the
eed Sdeof the cemeatery; mod of thisfencing dates to 1941 but a section a the northem
end dates to late 19905/early 2000s when the northeast comer of the property was
devdoped for burids. Therest of the cemetery (south and north sdes) isenclosed by
modem chain-link fencing.

North of the main entranceis acollecdon of historic and more recant buildings, including
the origina superintendent's lodge (now adminidrative office), apublic information
building, and four maintenance buildings.

Burial Sections and Headstones"Markers

Fort McPherson Nationa Cemetery originally condsted of four acresdivided into four
equd sections and separated by intersecting avenues Three of the four sections (A, B,
and C) were usd for interments, and the fourth section contained the lodge and service
buildings. Another 16 acres around the cemeatery proper was used as farmland by the
canday superintendent.

Additional buria sections were added as neaded, firstto the west and south of the
origind sections and later to the north, and today occupy the entire 20-acre reservation.
Still active, the cemetery condsts of 25 sections and accommodates casketed and
aemaed remains. The 25 sections are desgnated dphabeticdly, A through X, and the
memoria section MA.

About 1878, thefi rstupright marble heedstones began to replace the wooden markers a
the Fort McPherson cemetery. These heeddtones featured arecessed shield with the
soldier's name, rank (above private) and date inscribed in raised letters. Markers for
unknown soldiers were 6 inch x6 inch marble blocks inscribed with the grave number on
the top surface.

A yea later, in 1879, the War Department alowed families of veterans buried in the
cemetery to fumish heedgtiones of their own choice. Somefamilies supplied private
heeddtones of various materidsto mark the resting place of their loved ones Many of
these private heedgones can till be seen throughout the cemetery. In 1922, the War
Department decided that varied markers detracted from the uniform gppearance of
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nationd cameteries and banned the use of private heedsones exoept in sectionswhere
they were dreedy present.

A new upright marble heedstone began to be introduced in the cemeery after the first
World War. The design included an emblem of belief inscribed in the top center of the
marker with amore detailed inscription beow including name, rank, military afflliation,
wa sarvice, and birth and degth dates Known asthe "Generd™ type, this heeddone
desgn isdtilled usad dbeit with some inscription changes/additions

Superintendent's Lodge

In 1878-79, acemeaeay lodge was congmcted for the superintendent of the cametery as a
home with afirst-flooroffice. Located to the north of the main entrance, the
upaintendent's lodge isaone-and-ahdf-gory brick L-shgped building. Designed by
Quartamager Generd Montgomery C. Meigs in the Second Empire-style, the lodge
features amansard roof, brick quoins, gable dormers andfl atlintels. There are
goproximately 22 Meigs' lodges extant today in national cemeteries. The lodge currently
houses the adminigrative offices.

The exterior walls are congmcted of brick laid in a5:1 common bond pattem.
Approximately 3 feet aoove grade, the brick water table is cgoped by a coping stone thet
continues around the perimeter of the building. Below grade, the brick issupported by a
brick and gone foundation. Symmetricaly placed 4/4 double-hung windowsilluminate
thefirstfloor.

The lodge has amansard roof with projecting dormer windows. The mansard roof isclad
in date shingleslaid in ahexagond pattem. A slanding ssam copper roof coversthe
hipped roof above the mansard walls. The main entrance islocated on the eedt devation.
It isaccessad viaasdt of concrete deps

The cametery |odge has undergone anumber of changes over the years. Theorigind plan
featured three rooms on thef i rstfl oorand three rooms on the secondfl oor.An open
frame porch leading to the main entrances was Stuated a the southeest comer; it was
partiadly enclosed by 1934. In 1926, a 10 foot x 12 foot frame kitchen addition was added
to the north eevation. Early photos show two brick corbelled chimneys protmding
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through the tin hipped roof as well as askylight; these festures were gone by the 1970s as
areault of changesin heating and cooling.

In 1951, the lodge underwent a significant renovation thet included anew vedtibule,
porch and reception room, new thin tube radiation and rehabilitation of the north wall.

A second round of renovations occurred in 2001. Themod significant change a this time
was the removd of the kitchen addition. Additionally, later materids such asthe
duminum sding on the mansard roof were removed; historicaly gopropriate date
shingles replaced the duminum. The existing hipped and southeest porch roof coverings
were d 0 removed and replaced with copper-ganding seem roofs. New copper gutters
and downspouts were d 0 ingtalled.

All new windowswere put in on thefi rstand secondfl oors. Eight-lightfixedwooden
units were utilized on the sscond floor and 4/4 double-hung wood sash units were used
on thefi rstfloor. The entry porch was dso remodded similar to the 1941 design but with
different window and door configurations.

Service/Maintenance Buildings

While the cematey originaly consaged of awide variety of buildings and dmctures—
including awel/pump house, frame garage, dable, tool house, and octagond rostmm—
many of these buildings were demolished over time. Four auxiliary buildings—both
modem and historic—are located around the maintenance yard directly north of the
lodge. Theyard isenclosed by awooden fence with brick piers separating it and the
buildings from public view.

The oldest of the buildings in the maintenance yard isamodes one-dory brick sable,
now used as a mantenance shed, which dates to 1896. It islocated in the northeest comer
of the maintenanceyard. The building hes arectangular plan, asde-gable roof, and smal
windows in each gable. There are dso three windows evenly spaced on the north sde of
the building. Two doors on the south Sde provide access to the stable. One isa wooden
pedestrian door; the other isamodem overhead garage-dyle door. Thisopening

originaly contained a st of wooden doors.



Fort McPherson Nationa Cemetery Lincoln Coimty, NE
Name of Property County and State

United States Department ofthe Interior
Nationd Park Service

National Regge of Higoric Places
Continuation Shed

Sectionnumber 7 Pge 5

Located south of the gable isatwo-part painted brick and cement block
utility/maintenance shop. Thewest end isasingle story, built of brick, and covered by a
dde-gable roof clad in polychromatic compaosite shingles. It dates to 1936 and was
originaly referred to as the "Combined Outbuilding, Garage and Comfort Station.” It
replaced an earlier building a thet location. Thefar west end housss the restrooms, a
dorage room and work goacefor the mantenance staff occupy the remainder of the

oace.

A concrete-block addition was congdmcted & the east end of the building around 1960. It
isdightly taller and wider than the brick building; it isdso covered by asde-gable roof
clad in polychromatic composte shingles. A variety of window and door openings exist
on the building. Openings on the south sde of the brick building were significantly
dtered during the addition constmction; the interior layout was dso reconfigured a this
time. Today, windows include square hopper-style windows and double-sash casament
windows, some window openings have been boarded up. Pedestrian doors are solid
wood, metd hollow-core or doors with glazing pands in the upper portion. There ae
three overhead, metd garage-tyle doors on the south sde of the building facing the
mantenance yard. '

Completed in 2001, atwo-part rectangular brick gorage/mantenance building sands on
the south sde of the mantenance yard. It srongly resambles of the 1936/1960
utility/maintenance building in layout and materids. Thewest end isasingle sory
lunchroom for the maintenance staff. It iscovered by asSde-gable roof clad in
polychromatic composite shingles. Double-hung sash windows are located on the north,
south and west devations, they are bracketed on the exterior by cag-gonelintels and
slls. A door with glazing pands in the upper part provides access to the breek room from
the maintenance yard.

The eet end of the building is gpproximatdy ahdf-story taler than the west Sde ad is
dightly wider. It too has asde-gable roof clad in polychromatic composite shingles.
Square four-light awning-style windows are located on the eest and south Sdes; they ae
bracketed on the exterior by cag-gone lintels and sills. Three overhead, metd garage-
syle doors are located on the north wall facing the maintenance yard. A metal pededirian
door islocated to the west of the garage doors, a second pededrian door islocated
directly opposte on the south devation and dlows accessfrom the lodge.
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Thelagt dmcture in the maintenance yard isasmal frame pump house, which dates to
1960. Itisclad in overlgpping wood board; a decorative comice supportsa pyramidd
roof featuring awooden final a the gpex. Double wood doors provide access to the
interior. The pump house was origindly located outsde of the north wall of the cemetery,
in what would today be Section T. The dmcture iscurrently located on aconcrete pad on
the north sde of the 1936/1960 utility/maintenance building.

Public Buildings

Two additiond mctureswere congmcted a the cemeatery in 2001: the public
information building and the committal shdter. The public information building is
located a the entrance of the cemelery. Therectangular one-dory brick building is
topped by ametd danding-seam hipped roof Theroof extends over the front part of the
building and is supported by square brick piers cregting a portico. Square projections on
the et and west ddes give the building more of acmciform shgpe and aregtes cross
gables a the roof line. Theroof on the Sde projections d 0 extends beyond the front wall
and issupported by brick piers. The comers of the main building and sde projections
feature quoins. Entrance to the building isthrough double French-style doors on the south
devation. Double-hung sash windows are presant on ether sde of the doors, and on the
front ends of the eest and west walls. Fixed eyeorow windows are presaent on the north
dde (back) and a the back ends of the eest and west walls. Cagt-gtone lintelsand sills are
present & al windows. The overdl effect of the buildings isto complement the
architecturd details of the historic lodge building. The public information building
contains the eectronic gravesite locator, educationd information and public retrooms

A new committd shdter islocated a the west end of the centrd avenue, oppogte the
entrance. The shdter consgts of the meta pyramidd roof with aglass skylight & the
goex upported by four round brick columns at the comers. The back (west Sde) feetures
abrick and glass wall; atached to the interior of the wall are bronze sedsof thefive
savice branches. The areas betwean the columns on the north and south Sdes festure
metal and glass casement-like doors, which can be opened up viatracks in the roof during
good weether. The shdter Sts on alarge soquare conarete pad, which has low brick walls
on the north, south and et Sdes.
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The numbers shown for contributing resources within the property reflect the following:

Buildings: Lodge (1876; renovated 1951 and 2001); Stable (1896); Utility/Maintenance
building (1936/1960); Storage/Maintenance building (2001); Public information building
(2001)

Sites: Cemetery with heedstones

Structures: Brick walls (¢.1879/193052000s); Main entrance gatesand iron picket fence
(1939-1941; dso 2000s); Pump house (1960); Committal shdter (2001)

Objects: U.S.flagpol €(1939); POW/MIAflagpol e(c.1998); Bivouac ofthe Dead plaque
(painted duminum - 2003); Gettysburg Address plague (cadt iron - 2009)



Fort McPherson Nationd Cemetery
Nameof Property

8 Saement of Sgnificance

Applicable National Regger Criteria
Mak "X' in aea mae baxes far the ariteria qualifying the prapety
for Nationa Regigter listing.)

N A Propaty isasodated with evants that have mede
a donificant contribution to the braed pattams of
aur higary.

* B Propaty isassodaad with the lives of paans
donificant in oaur pad.

n C Propaty embadies the didindive dharaderidics
of atype peiod, a mahad of condrudion o
rgoresnts thewark of a mede, a possessess
high artidic vadlues o represats a Sgnificant and
didinguishable entity whose companants lack
individua digindion.

* D Prgpaty hesyidded, o islikdy to yidd,

infarmation impartant in prehigary a higary.

Criteria Condderations

(Mark "x" in al the boxes thet gpply.)

Propaty is
[H A omad by ardigous inditution ar used for

rdigous purposs
r~ B. removed fram its arigind location.

[H C. birthplace ar gave of a higoricafigur eof autdanding

impartance
S D acarday.

n E arexondruded building, dojed, ar frudure

* Faammanadive propaty

n G lesthan Pyears of age a achievad donificance
within the pag 0 yeers

Narrative Satemant of Sgnificance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation shedts)

9. Magjor Bibliographical Referenoss
Bibliography

Lincoln County, NE
County and State

Levds of Sgnificance (o, sate retiad)
NATIONAL

Areas of Significance (Ente categories fram ingrudions

MILITARY
POLITICSAND GOVERNMENT

Period of Sgnificance
ca 1873FPreat

Sonificant Dates
183
193

Significant Person (Completeif Criterion B is marked)

Cultural Afniiation (Completeif Criterion D is marked)

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, artidles, and other sources usad in preparing thisform on one or more continuation shests)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
O prdiminary daemingtion of individud liging (36
CFR 67) has been requeted
r~ previoudy liged in the Nationa Regge
K Previoudy daemined digible by the Nationa
Regde
n dedgnated a Nationd Hidoric Landmark
I~ reoorded by Higoric American Buildings Survey
#
I~ rexorded by Higoric American Engnesring
Reoord #

Primary location of additional data:
A Qate Higoric Presrvation Office
A Othe Sate Agancy
cn Fedad Agancy
n Loca Govanmat
O Univedgty

Other

Name of repostary: Bradingion and Assoc, Mt. Plessant, SC



Fort McPherson Nationd Cemetery Lincoln County, NE
Name of Property County and State

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Park Service

National Regge of Higoric Places
Continuation Shed

Sation numbe 8 Pxe 8

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fort McPherson National Cemetery issignificant under Criterion A for its
assocdiaion with the deveopment of post-Civil War-eranationd cemeteries and U.S.
military activitiesduring the Indian Wars. Created in 1873, Fort M cPherson National
Camaay saved as the final resting place for Union soldiers, and Native Americans ad
U.S. Army personnd who died during the Indian Wars.

Creation of Fort McPherson Military Reservation

In thefirsthalf of the nineteenth century, the U.S. Army pushed westward aheed of
stlers surveying, fortifying, and building new roads The Army consmcted forts and
garisons inlowa, Nebraska, and Kansas, which became footholds of settlement within
the frontier. Just outsde the new fort walls, smal communities of gristmills, sawmills
and blackamith shopsemeargad to save the increasing number of troops and settlers
traveling throughout the region.’

Nebraskes Pate River Valley was the avenue by which early pioneers traveled from the
Mississppi River to the Pacific coast. Before the expandon of the United States, the
valey sarved asthe avenuefor the trgpper, the highway for the gold msh, the route of the
famed Pony Express, ad later the course for settlers on the Oregon and Mormon trails.
Thevadley was an important trangportation route because it had an essy grade, theriver
and itstributaries supplied fresh water, and the roaming buffalo provided food for the
migrating sttlers”

Inthe late 1840s and early 1850s traffic onthe Oregon Trail incressed from afew
hundred to thousands of people. Native American tribes, such as the Pavnee and Sioux,
atempted to drive the white settlersfrom their land, as concems over food and territory
grew. The Grattan Massacre near Fort Laramie in August 1854, followed by mgor
hostilities goreading from Minnesotato Pike's Pegk, Colorado, and from Sdt Lake City,

' Maurice Matloff, ed., American Military History (Washington D.C: Office of the Chief of
Military History, United States Army, 1969; reprint 1973), 157-159.

N Harvey J. Zebd, "History of Fort McPherson, Nebraskd' (M.A. thesis, Colorado State College of
Education, 1954), 67.
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Utah, to Fort Keamy, Nebraska, Sgnded the gat of the Indian Wars. Westward
immigrants sought safety in river towns such as Omahia, Nebraska, and Sioux Falls,
South Dakota. However, the emption of the Civil War in 1861 causad many to fear thet
the Soux might aly with the Confederacy, resulting inincreased atackson sttlements
Under agreet ded of pressure to protect the Pony Express, and railroad and tdegrgph
lines, the Army planned amilitary outpod in westem Nebraska thet would eventudly
evolve into Fort McPherson”

On Sgptember 27, 1863, Brevet Brigadier Generd George Morgan O'Brien and the

7% lowaVolunteer Cavdry arived in Nebraska and sdlected agtefor the military post
that would provide protection for the congmction of the transcontinenta Union Pacific
Rallroed."* The next month, Lieutenant Eugene Ware ordered his men to cut ceder logs in
Cottormvood Canyon, near the town of Maxwell, for the constmction of the outpogt” The
dtefor the fort was important, as the post nesded to be near agood supply of drinking
water, ebimdant wood for heat and shelter, and the Oregon and Mormon trails”

Initidly the Army named the post Fort McKean, in honor of Major Generd Thomeas J.
McKean, commander of the Northeast District of Missouri and the District of Kansss.
During its constmction, the Army renamed the fort "the Pogt @ Cottonwood Springs” In
Febmary 1866, the name changed for the final time to Fort McPherson, in honor of Mgor
Genad James B. McPherson, commander of the Army of Tennessse, who was killed in
action on uly 22, 1864, during the Battle of Atlanta.’

" Dean W. Hok, American Military Cemeteries (North Carolina: McFarland and Company, 1992),
143,

* O'Brien was bom in Garrymoile, Irdand, in 1827. In 1848, hetook an active role in the rebdlion
but left Irdand after its failure. Hearrived in Milwaukee in 1849, where he worked as acivil engineer and
urveyor. After the gart of the Civil War, O'Brien sarved as aColone of the 42" lowa Volunteer Infantry
and the last commanding officer of the 7* lowa Volunteer Cavary. He goent mog of his sarvice fighting
agang Plains Indiansin Nebraska and Colorado. See "George Morgan O'Brien,” Find a Grave, available
a http:/Amww findagrave.com/cgi-birn/fg.cgi Ppage=gr& GRid=l 1212435,

" See Eugene Fitch Ware, The Indian War 0f1864 (Lincoln: University of NebraskaPress, 1994).

*Holt, 145.

' Fort McPherson National Cemetery: Salf-Guided Tour (Washington, D.C: U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs, National Cemetery Adminigtration, no date), 1-2.
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A typicd frontier post. Fort McPherson st on abluff overlooking Cottornwood Creek.
Congmcted by troops of the 7*' lowa Volunteer Cavdry, the fort conssted of officer and
compay quarters, a pogt hospitd and cametery, commissary, sablesand offices.
Additionally, ablackamith shop, ssddle shop, bakery and theater dood right outsade the
fort'swadls and served the troops dationed a the busy pos.*

From 1863 to 1880, Fort McPherson played an activerole in the Indian Wars. Numerous
important campaigns and expeditions launched from the fort. On June 15, 1867,
Lieutenant Colonel George A. Cuder led the 7* Cavdry from Fort McPherson in
opaaions agang Kansas Indian tribes. In 1869, alarge military forceleft the fort under
the supervison of Generd Eugene Carr, which culminated in the defeat of the Cheyenne
Indians & the Battle of Summit Springs. William F. Cody (later known as Buffalo Bill),
Frank and Luther North, and their Pavnee Indian scoutsall served a Fort McPherson
during this period”

After 17 yearsof intense activity, the Army abandoned Fort McPherson as amiilitary
outpogt in 1880 with the exception of the 107-acre nationd cametery, which was
established in 1873. The completion of the Union Pacific Railroad and the decrease in
wagon travel resulted in the desertion of many westem military posts. Because of this
dosure, many post cameteries were neglected and exposed to deterioration. The
remander of the property was trandferred to the Department of the Interior.™

' Pen Drawing of Entire Fort L ocating the Buildings (no date). Fort McPherson National
Cameaay Files, Fort McPherson, Nebraska

" "A Short History of Fort McPherson and Fort McPherson National Cemetery,” p. 1-2, Fort
McPherson Nationd Cemetery files. Fort McPherson, Nebraska

* Historical Record of Fort McPherson, Nebraska, National Cemetery (Omaha, Nebraska: Office
of the Corps Area Quartermadter, 1933).
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Creation of the National Cemetery System

The creationof the national cemetery system in the United States tracesto the Civil War.
The coming of the Civil War found thecivilian population of the United States wholly
unprepared for conflict. No less unprepared for war were the military authoritiesof the
Union Army. Therapid expansionof the U.S. Army to meet thewar's demands created
unprecedented problemsof administration and organization. The War Department
continued torely on the prewar procedures for the proper care, identification, and burial
of soldiers."

Prior to theCivil War, loca commanders handled all burials of deceased enlisted soldiers
a local post cemeteries. While officer casualtieswere generally retumed home to their
familiesfor burial, other enlisted personnel received interment at the nearest military

post. Responsibility for the identification, burial, and registration of the soldiers graves
remained in the hands of the post commander or Quartermaster General. As the Civil

War progressed, themilitary's burial system proved inadequate in the handling of the
steadily increasing number of casualties.””

After the First Battle of Manassas, on September 11, 1861, the War Department issued
General OrdersNo. 75, which directed the Quartermaster General to supply all genera
and post hospitalswith books and forms on the preservation of mortuary records, to
provide materialsfor headboards to be placed over soldiers graves, and to ensure the
interment of the dead in appropriate cemeteries. However, General OrdersNo. 75 had
severd limitations. For example, theorder assumed asystem of burial sites and national
cemeteries, which at the time did not exist. It also made no provisions for the acquisition
of federally controlled cemetery sites and assigned no responsibility for the identification
and retrieval of deceased soldiers.” It would take the Army several more monthsto fully
understand the magnitude of the endeavor.

" Kdsy R. Cass "None Els2of Name The Origin ad Early Devdopmant of the United Sates
Nationd Camaay Sygem* (Ph.D. diss, Claemont Universty, 2001), 21-22.
Cass 21-22.
" Cass 2-23.
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InApril 1862, the War Depatment issued General Orders No. 33 to overcome the
problems of the previous order. While Genera OrdersNo. 33 improved how the Army
handled the deed, the question of burid gpece remained. As the war continued, bodies
fromloca battles poured into local hospitas and cemeteries, which became
overburdened and unsanitary. After the American public began to express ther
digpleasure about the ways in which the deed were tregted in letters and goeeches
Congress acted in July 1862 by passing legidation giving Presdent Lincoln the authority
to purchase cemetery grounds for nationd cameteries The legidation of 1862 laid the
foundation for today's sysem of nationd cemeteries While the formulation of policies
and procedures wes | eft to the presdent, future action on meatters pertaining to military
cameeries would be influenced by practica consderations during hodtilities.™

Although the 1862 act authorized the presdent to secure cametery lands for soldiers who
died during service, aJoint Resolution of Congress passed in 1866 specifically dated thet
interment in anationd cemaery was reserved for those Union soldierswho died in baitle.
Quedions still remaned, however, and ambiguities such as the burid of the Confederate
deed and the survivors of the Civil War forced lawvmakersto enact legidation that would
give dmcture to the nationd cametery sysem itsdlf.” On Febmary 22, 1867, Congress
goproved An Act to Establish and to Protect National Cemeteries, which provided
dmcture for the nationd cemelery system and presanted separate Army regulaions for
the buria grounds. This act gave alegd bassto the sysem and committed Congressto

find arespongble fiscal policy to support it."*

Thetitle of nationd cemetery provided aburid place for al honorably discharged
veterans of previouswars. While the earliest of these ceameteries were located on or near
battlefields or hopitds, they proved to be inaccessible to some digible veterans. New
cemeteries in areas throughout the country became necessary.”

Cass, 23.
Cass, 31
" Fort McPherson National Cemetery: Self Guided Tour, 1-2.
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Establishment of Fort McPherson National Cemetery

The creation of Fort McPherson Nationd Cemeatery began on August 5, 1873, when
Colond J. J. Reynolds and Mgjor Alexander J. Perry met to determine a Ste for the
camegay. The pair sdected agte on the south sde of the Platte River, aoout 4,400 feet
from theflagstaffof Fort McPherson. The tract, much larger than required for a
cameay, could be usad by the superintendent for the cultivation of food and provided
sufficient access to water. On October 13, 1873, aWa Depatment Generd Order
indicated thet by direction of the Presdent atract of 107 acreswithin the limitsofthe
Fort McPherson Military Reservation was st adde as anaiond cemetery.™

Origindly, the burid sections of Fort McPherson National Cemetery conssted of four
acresingde a wooden picket fence. According to an Ingpector's Report submitted in
1874, abrick wall replaced the picket fence; the wall has bean rebuilt and expanded
throughout the last 100 years” An origina portion of the 1870swall surviveson the
north 9de of the cametery. In 1934, abrick wall replaced the woven wire fence
congmcted by the Sommers brothers, adjacent property owners, in 1925. For $5,290 the
wire fence was disassambled and replaced with anew brick wall on the southwest, wes,
and northwest d9des of the cemetery. Two years laer, aportion of the northem wall was
removed during the congmction of the utility building. In dJune 1940, the brick wall & the
man entrance of the cemetery was taken down to meke room for new entrance gates and
awrought-iron fence™"

The Cametery Act of 1867 directed the constmction of a superintendent's lodge & the
principle entrance of eech nationd cemeatery. According to dandards st out in the 1876
at, the superintendent's |odge should meeaure 31 fet-6 inches by 18 feet-8 inches. The
first gory should riseto 10 feet, while the aitic dory should dlear 7 feet-6 inches. The
building was to be covered with amansard roof The specifications aso dated the
dimengons of the foundation and cdllar, the use of cut gone, granite, or sandgtone for the
slisad lintels of thefirst sory, the thickness of the exterior brick walls, and the use of
mstic quoins on the exterior.

Genera OrdersNo. 103 (Washington D.C: United States War Department, October 13,1873).
Ingpection Report, 1947, Folder 9, Box 15, Entry 25/A-|, Records of the Department of
Veerans Affairs, RG 15, Nationa Archives Building, Washington, DC.
% Correspondence dated 1939, Box 15-16, Entry 25/Al, Records of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, RG 15,; Nationa Archives Building, Washington, DC.
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The War Department developed aplan for abrick superintendent'slodge a Fort
McPherson Nationa Cemetery thet followed the nationa specifications. 1n 1878,
congtmction began on the superintendent’s lodge near the main entrance, within the
eestem wall. The War Department hired aloca contractor to congmct it for $6,000; a
locd brick mason produced thousands of bricks for the project.N' The superintendent's
lodge was congmcted in the Second Empire style popular during the period. The one-
and-a-hdf-gory structurein an L-shgped plan, covered by amansard roof of date
shingles, was designed by Quartermeager Generd Montgomery C. Meigs. Constmction
was completed in 1879.

In a 1947 ingpection report, the condition of the superintendent’s lodge isdescribed as
"wom out." The ingoector further dated that the exterior trim neaded repainting, the
floors hed bean painted an unaghtly shede of gray, and the fumace ussd an excessve
amount of coa. The ingpector noted, "It isnot advisable to spoend money on maintenance
of Lodge. It should be replaced by modem smcture” While the superintendent’s lodge
may have failed inspection, the ingpector reported that the utility building, built in 1936,
and the dable, 1896, remained in excdlent condition.™

Nearly 75 years after constmction, the superintendent's lodge underwent rehabilitation in
1951. The $24,000 renovation included repainting, insulating and replagtering walls,
replacing the heating system and gutters, and congructing anew cdllar entrance. While
the footprint of the building remained unchanged, the enclosed front porch was
remodded to cregte areception room for the office and an entrance vestibule for the
house. The lodge's kitchen, wiring, and pipes were dso uodated™

The ceamaley grounds were a0 occupied by awide variety of service buildings,
including apump house, garage, dable and tool house, and octagond rossmm. However,
many of these buildings were demolished during the mid-twentieth century. Four

A Correspondence dated 1879, Box 44, Entry 576, Records of the Office of the Quartermagter
Generd, RG 92, Nationa Archives Building, Washington, DC.
% fngpection Report, 1947, Box 15-16, Entry 25/Al, Recordsof the Department of Veterans
Affairs, R@ 18, Nationa ArchivesBuilding, Washington, DC.
"Ft, McPherson Getting First Renovation." The Daily Telegreph in Fort McPherson National
Cametery Files.
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auxiliary buildings dating from avariety of time periods still remain within the ste and
sve ss mantenance and dorage goaces

The War Depatment eventudly deamed the origind 107-acre tract too large for the
nationd cemetery, and 87 acresof the candery land was trandferred to the Department

of the Interior by Executive Order on December 1, 190** In 1925, the Department of the
Interior conveyed the acreege to Louis Sommers for faamland™ The presant cameery
congds of the remaining 20 acres.

Burials at Fort McPherson National Cemetery

With the cregtion of Fort McPherson Nationd Cemetery, Joace became avallable for the
remova and renterment of remains from many of the abandoned Westem frontier pods
An 1874 report from Colond O. A. Mack, Ingoector of Nationa Cemeteries, noted thet a
tota of 389 intarments had been mede in the recently established cemetery. Among the
first to berenterred a the nationd cemetery were burids from Fort Keamey, Nebraska,
and Fort Sedgwick, Colorado. Remainswere dso moved from forts in South Dakota
and Wyoming. Burid records from the early Westem military posts demondratethe
harsh qudity of life on the frontier. Dissases such as smdlpox, typhoid, and pneumonia,
aswell as atacksby Indians, drowning, frostbite, murder, and suicideall clamed victims
a the military outpogs”™

Many of the early interments a Fort McPherson characterized the people and events of
the westem United States during the ningteenth century. In August 1854, Lieutenant John
L. Gratan and 28 of his men were killed in askirmish with Native Americans neer Fort
Laramie, Wyoming, in what isknown as the Grattan Massacre. The Army initially buried
Lieutenant Grattan and hismen a Fort Laramie, but later reinterred the soldiers & Fort
McPherson in acommon grave and Lieutenant Grattan a Ft. Leavenworth Nationa

Myrtle Martin, "History of Fort McPherson Nationa Cemetery, Maxwell, Nebraska' p. 3, Box-
15-16, Entry 25/A-1, Records of the Depatment of Veterans Affairs, RG 15, Nationa Archives Building,
Washington, D.C.
Historical Record of Fort McPherson, Nebraska, National Cemetery.
Report of the Ingpector of the Nationa Cemeteries for the year 1874,43D Congress, 2d Sesson,
Sanate Ex. Doc. 28. Washington, DC: Govemment Printing Office, 1875.
A Holt, 146.
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Cemetary. A white marble monument marks the grave, which is inscribed on three 9des
with the soldiers names

In addition to the Graitan dead, the cametery contains numerous notable interments.
Foremodgt of these are recipients ofthe Medd of Honor, the highest awvard for vaor thet
can be bestowed by the presdent in the name of Congress. Eamed by a desd of persond
bravery and self-sacrifice, the Medal of Honor isthe highest decoration that can be given
in any of the amed forces. Over the years. Fort McPherson has becomethe final resting
place for four Meda of Honor recipients Private Danidl Miller, Sergeant Emanud
Stance, Sargeant George Jordan, and Private Firgt Class JamesFous. Miller wasa
membear of Company F, 3rd U.S. Cavary during the Indian Wars. Both Stance ad
Jordan were membersof the 9* Cavalry, better known as the "Buffalo Soldiers,” and dso
sarved during the Indian Wars. Fous served in the U.S. Army, Company E, 4* Battdion,
47" Infantry, 9" Infantry Division, during the Vietnam Wa />

Section B containsthe Grattan Massacre monumeant and the grave of one of thefirst
Uperintendents of the cemetery. Captain Patrick J. O'Rourke.

Section C holds the remains of Spotted Horse, afamous Panvnee Indian scout. His
remainswere moved from Fort Keamey where he was killed while on a scouting
misson/™* The section dso contains the remansof Private Cyms Fox, a member of
Company C, 7* lowa Infantry, and the lagt surviving Lincoln County Civil War
veteran. °©

Section S contains the grave of Baptiste "Little Bat" Gamier, anoted scout and tracker
during the Indian campaigns. Ancther gravein Section Sholds the remains of Moses
Miliner, known as "CalifomiaJoe." Milner fought in the Mexican War, joined the gold
meh to Califomia, fought aongsde Kit Carson a Adobe Wellsand scouted for Generd
Cuder in the Battle of Washita™

Fort McPherson National Cametery: Self Guided Tour, 7-8.
~NHolt, 148.

Holt, 148.
~ Hoh, 146.
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Fort McPherson Nationa Cemetery has a number of group burids. Many of these group
burids are located in Section R and mark the final resting place for a number of
American soldierswho served their country in various wars. In some ingtances, positive
identification was impaossible due to the drcumstances of the soldier's death. Fort

M cPherson contains over 80 group graves commeamoraing those soldierswho died in
sarvice and whose individua remains could not be identified.

Headstonesand M arkersat Ft. McPherson National Cemetery

The earliest marker usad & post cemeteries and early nationd cemeteries were wooden
heedboards with arounded top and aregidration numbe or name panted on. However,
as the markers weathered, many of the inscriptions on them faded and the identification
of many of theseearly graveswas lost. The lass of information led to many graves being
marked with "Unknown" markers once the permanant heedstones were introduced in the
camgay in the 1870s Fort McPherson Nationa Cemetery contains 541 unknown
oldiers™

After the War Department created thef i rstorganized sysem of marking gravesin 1861, a
concerted effort was undertaken to recover the deed from their temporary wartime buria
places and to accomplish permanent reburid . Public sentiment tumed toward a more
permanatt mode of marking these graves, and in 1873 Secretary of War William W.
Belknap adopted thefirst Sone desgn for nationa cemetery heeddones and markers

For the known deed, the War Department adopted adab design of marble or durable
done 4 inchesthick, 10incheswide, and 12 inches high. The gonewas polished and the
top dightly curved. The number of the grave, rank (above private), name of soldier, and
soldier's home date were engraved on the front face. While not part of the origina
desgn, the mgority of the heedgtonesfrom thistime period feature arecessed shidd in
which the inscription gopearsin besrelief  This marker, referred to as the Civil War
type, was originally desgned for members of the Union Army but was eventudly used

" Fort McPherson National Cemetery: Self Guided Tour, 12-13.
Email/Conversation, Jennifer Perunko, Historian, National Cemetery Adminigtration, July 2009;
and Kelsey R. Cass, "None Else of Name: The Origin and Early Deveopment of the United Stetes National
Cametery System” (Ph.D. diss,, Claremont University, 2001), 43-46.
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for the digible deceased of the Indian Warsand Spanish-American War. A smdl block
of marblewith the number of the grave cut a the top marked the graves of the unknown
dead. The War Department discontinued the use of gone blocks for unknown soldiers in
1908 and adopted the same gone design for both known and unknown sdldigs™™*

Following World War |, aboard of officers composed of Assstant Secretary of War J. M.
Wainwright, Army Chief of Staff Generd John J. Pershing, and Quartermader Generd
Harry L. Rogers adopted anew design to be used for al graves except those of veterans
of the Civil War and Spanish-American War. The Generd-type sone condsted of adab
design of American white marble with a dightly rounded top. The inscription on the front
face included the soldier's name, rank, regiment, division, date of deeth, and home date.

A rdigious emblem, the Latin cross or Star of David, was authorized for use on each
done " By 2011, there were more than 40 emblems of belief available for inscription on
govemment heedgtones

Fort McPherson National Cemetery to the Present

The Fort McPherson National Cemetery has continued as asacred resting place honoring
those who fought under the American flag tiiroughout the twentieth century. In 1973, the
Nationa Cemetery Act tranderred 82 nationd cemeteriesfrom the Department of the
Army to the Veterans Adminigration (VA) (which became the Department of Veterans
Affairs—DVA—in 1989). TheV A was dready managing anumber of nationd
cameeries assodaed with veteran hospitds and the transfer consolidated the mgjority of
the nationa cemeteries under one agency.

During the early 1990s Sendtor Bob Kerrey of Nebraska earmarked $40,000 for Fort
McPherson Nationa Cametery to acquire more land. DVA consdered purchaang 5 to 10
aores of land from aneighbor in an effort to expand the cemetery and continue its
activity. In 1991, the ceametery hed used 14 of its 20 acresfor burias, while 6 acres hed
yet to be prepared for burias. Many of Nebraska's veterans voiced concams over the
period of time in which the camatery could remain active within its present 20-acre Ste.
However, Fort McPherson's director. Bob Poe, felt the money should be used on

Cass, "None Else of Name."
" Cass, "NoneElse of Name."
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cameay improvements, including constmction of new storage buildings, workshops, ad
acommittd sheter. Federd money eventudly went to the constmction of new buildings
and improvements’™ A 2011 project anticipates the congmction of columbariadong the
northem edge of the cemetery in Section U.

As of duly 2011, 9,918 military men and women, and their eigible spouses ad
dependants were buried in Fort McPherson National Cemetery. The U.S. flag fliesdally
over the ordered rows of white marble heedstonesin honor of the lives and deads of those
who answvered the call of duty. Sat agang a serene backdrop of rolling hills and golden
fields. Fort McPherson Nationa Cemeaeary reflects the people who settled the American
Wes and thasewilling tofightin bettles both foreign and domestic under the American
flag. The canday ismantaned and presarved as afinal resting place and memorid to
thosethat have srved in the U.S. military.

Blair Flamig, "Fort McPherson director annoyed about fiinding delay,” The Daily Tdegraph,
April 5,1991.



Fort McPherson Nationd Cemetery Lincoln County, NE
Name of Property County and State

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

National Regge of Hidoric Places
Continuation Shed

Sectionnumber 9 Poe 20

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Cass, Kedsey R. "None Else of Name: The Origin and Early Devdopment of the United
Saes Nationa Cemeaery Sysem.” Ph.D. diss, Claremont University, 2001.

The Daily Telegraph

Fort McPherson Nationa Cemetery Vertica Files. Nationd Cemetery Administration,
Higtory Program, Washington DC.

Fort McPherson National Cemetery: A Salf-Guided Tour. Washington, D.C: U.S.
Depatment of Veterans Affairs, Nationd Cemetery Administration, n.d.

Fort McPherson Vertical File, North Rlatte Library, LCO4-090, Summer 1998.

Generd OrdersNo. 103. Washington D.C: United SiatesWar Department, October 13,
1873.

Historical Record of Fort McPherson, Nebraska, National Cametery. Omaha, Nebraska
Office of the Corps Area Quartermadter, 1933.

Holt, Deen W. American Military Cemeteries. North Carolina: McFarland and Company,
Inc., 1992

Pen Drawing of Entire Fort Locating the Buildings inthe Fort McPherson National
Cametery Files, Fort McPherson, Nebraska

Matloff, Maurice, ed. American Military History. Washington, D.C: Office of the Chief
of Military History, United States Army, 1969.

Nationd Cemeaery Adminigtration Microfilm Records, Nationd Cemetery
Adminigtration, History Program, Washington DC.

Records of the Department of VeteransAffairs, RG 15, Entry 25 A1, Box 15-16.
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC.



Fort McPherson Nationd Cemetery Lincoln County, NE
Name of Property County and Sate

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regge of Higoric Places
Continuation Shed

Sadtion numbe 9 Poe 24

Records of the Quartermeagter Generd, RG 92, Entry 576, Box 44. Nationa Archivesand
Records Adminigtration, Washington, DC.

Report of the Ingpector of the National Cemeteriesfor the year 1874, 43D Congress, 2d
Sesson, Senate EX. Doc. 28. Washington, DC: Govemment Printing Office,
1875.

"A Short Higtory of Fort McPherson and Fort McPherson Nationd Cemetery” in the Fort
McPherson Nationa Cemetery Files, Fort McPherson, Nebraska, 1956.

Ware, Eugene Fitch. TheIndian War of1864. Lincoln: Universty of Nebraska Press,
1994.

Zebd, Harvey J. "History of Fort McPherson, Nebraska” M.A. thess, Colorado Sate
College, 1954.



Fort McPherson Nationd Cemetery Lincoln County, NE
Name of Property County and Sate

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 20 acres

UTM References
(Place additiond UTM references on a continuation sheet)
14 371627 4542621 14 371845 4542307
Zone Eadting Northing Zone Eadting Northing
14 371622 4542307 14 371904 4542615
See continuation shest

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
%pl%\'{\m ﬁn’eetrx)yarrgiﬁ)\;vere Hected on acontinuation sheet.)

nameftite  Paige Wagoner, Historian and Edward Sdlo, PhD, Senior Higtorian / Jennifer Perunko, Historian
organization Brockington and Assoc., Inc. / National Cemetery Admin., DVA dae 62009/ 82011

dreet & number 493 Wando Pak Blvd., Suite 700/ tdephone  843.881.3128/
810 Vermont Ave NW (41C4) 202.632.5441
City ortonn  Mt. Plessat / dae SC/ Zipocode 29464/
Washington DC 20420

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location

A Sketch map for historic digtricts and properties having large acreege or numerous resources
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additiond items)
Property Owner

(Complete this item & the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name  Kahleen Schamd, Federd Presarvation Officer, Depatment of Veterans Affairs
drest & number 810 Vermont Avenue, NW (OOCFMI) tdephone 2026325529
city ortowmn  Washington dae DC zipcode 20001

Paperwork Reduction Act Satement: This information isbeing collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listing. Response to thisrequest isrequired to obtain a benefit inaccordance with
the National Historic Preservation Act, asamended (16 U.SC. 470 el seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form isesimated to average 181 hours per response including time for reviewing ingructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden esimate or any agpect of this form to the Chief,
Adminigtrative Services Division, Nationa Park Service, P. O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Pgperwork
Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20303.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: UTM REFERENCES
NAD27 UTM ZONE 14N

NW 371627 4542621

SW 371622 4542307

SE 371845 4542307
NE 371904 4542615

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: VERBALBOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries are indicated on the accompanying base map.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The Nationd Cemetery Administration recognizes the above as the existing boundaries
of the cametery.
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FORT MCPHERSON NATIONAL CEMETERY
Lincoln County, Nebraska

Paige Wagoner, Phatographer

Date of Photographs April 8, 2009

VIEW OF: Sign &t front entrance, view looking west
NEG. NO. 001
PHOTO 1 of 43

VIEW OF: Main entrance gate, view looking west
NEG. NO. 003
PHOTO 2 of 43

VIEW OF: Fort McPherson Nationa Cemetery plague & main entrance, view looking
wed

NEG. NO. 006

PHOTO 3 of 43

VIEW OF: Veerans Adminigtration plague a main entrance, view looking west
NEG. NO. 007
PHOTO 4 of 43

VIEW OF: Superintendent's Lodge, south and esst devaions
NEG. NO. 010
PHOTO 5 of 43

VIEW OF: Superintendent's Lodge, north and west devations
NEG. NO. 015
PHOTO 6 of 43

VIEW OF: Visitor Service Building (noncontributing), south elevation
NEG. NO. 020
PHOTO 7 of 43
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VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking southwest
NEG. NO. 021
PHOTO 8of 43

VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking southeest
NEG. NO. 022
PHOTO 9of 43

VIEW OF: Gravedte of F. Schwan, example of arecessad shidd-style heeddone
NEG. NO. 028
PHOTO 100f 43

VIEW OF: Gravedte of Danid H. Miller (Medd of Honor recipient)
NEG. NO. 030
PHOTO 11 of 43

VIEW OF: Graveste 361, unknown soldier, example of an "Unknown" block merker
NEG. NO. 032
PHOTO 12 of 43

VIEW OF: Graveste of John Anderson, example of a private marker
NEG. NO. 035
PHOTO 13 of 43

VIEW OF: Gravedte of John McKenzie, example of aprivate marker
NEG. NO. 036
PHOTO 14 of 43

VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking southeest
NEG. NO. 038
PHOTO 150f 43

VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking northwest
NEG. NO. 051
PHOTO 160of 43
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VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking northeest
NEG. NO. 052
PHOTO 17 of 43

VIEW OF: South end of west brick wall
NEG. NO. 053
PHOTO 18 of 43

VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking west
NEG. NO. 057
PHOTO 19 of 43

VIEW OF: Northem end of wes wall
NEG. NO. 059
PHOTO 20 of 43

VIEW OF: Cametery, view looking northeast
NEG. NO. 067
PHOTO 21 of 43

VIEW OF: Graveste of Unknown Soldier, example of an upright "Unknown" marker
NEG. NO. 072
PHOTO 22 of 43

VIEW OF: Grattan Massacre Monument
NEG. NO.079
PHOTO 23 of 43

VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking north
NEG. NO. 083
PHOTO 24 of 43

VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking southwest
NEG. NO. 090
PHOTO 25 of 43
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VIEW OF: Group buria
NEG. NO. 93
PHOTO 26 of 43

VIEW OF: Committal Sarvice Shdter, ees devaion
NEG. NO. 106
PHOTO 27 of 43

VIEW OF: Néebraska Centennid plague
NEG. NO. 106
PHOTO 28 of 43

VIEW OF: Hagpole, view looking west
NEG. NO. 107
PHOTO 29 of 43

VIEW OF: Gravestes of Baptiste Gamier and Moses Milner
NEG. NO. 114
PHOTO 30 of 43

VIEW OF: Wegs ed of north wall
NEG. NO. 118
PHOTO 31 of 43

VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking northwest
NEG. NO. 116
PHOTO 32 of 43

VIEW OF: North wall
NEG. NO. 123
PHOTO 33 of 43

VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking southwest
NEG. NO. 13
PHOTO 34 of 43
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VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking northeest
NEG. NO. 143
PHOTO 35 of 43

VIEW OF: Maintenance building, north and wes devations
NEG. NO. 146
PHOTO 36 of 43

VIEW OF: Maintenance and utility building, south and west e evation
NEG. NO. 147
PHOTO 37 of 43

VIEW OF: Cametery (expanson areq), view looking west
NEG. NO. 148
PHOTO 38 of 43

VIEW OF: Cametery (expanson ares), view looking southwest
NEG. NO. 152
PHOTO 39 of 43

VIEW OF: Centrd avenue, view looking west
NEG. NO. 161
PHOTO 40 of 43

VIEW OF: Gravedte of Spotted Horse
NEG. NO. 177
PHOTO 41 of 43

VIEW OF: Stable, south and west devations
NEG. NO. 182
PHOTO 42 of 43

VIEW OF: Pump house, west levation
NEG. NO. 186
PHOTO 43 of 43
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NR S Reference Nunber: 12000075 Date Listed: 3/7/2012

Fort McPherson National Cenetery Li ncoln NE
Property Nanme Count y State
N A

Mul tipl e Nane

This property i slisted i nthe National Register of Historic
Pl aces i naccordance with the attached nonm nati on doctinmentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or amendnents,

notwi t hstanding the National Park Service certification included

in the nom nati on docunent ati on.

Si gAatv*rJ™e/ bf t he Keeper

Anendtt<a [tens | n Nom nati on:

Significance:
Criteria Considerations D and G should be checked.
[The Fort Richardson cemetery meets the criteria for listing as a property of exceptional
importance for its association with the (development of a national system of military/veterans
cemeteries. The nomination takes into consideration the ongoing role and exceptional
importance of national cemeteries as public places of commemoration and honor. The National

Register has determined that the "present” is the end date most consistent with the Congressional

intent of the federal laws establishing the nationai cemeteries and with the National Register
policies for evaluating properties of continuing exceptional importance.]

These clarifications were confirmed with the VAFPOoffice.
DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file

Nomi nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Fort McPherson National Cemetery

NAME:

MULTI PLE

NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: NEBRASKA, Lincoln

DATE RECEI VED: 1/ 20/ 12 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 2/21/12

DATE COF 16TH DAY: 3/ 07/ 12

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 12000075
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APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N
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REVI EVER AL AAN

TELEPHONE

DATE CF 4STH DAY: 3lof*/12

LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:

PERI OD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

REJECT DATE
[ 71\
N
DI SCI PLI NE_
DATE

DOCUVENTATI ON see attached comments Y/~see attached SLRA

If a nom nationi sreturned tothenomi natingauthority, the

nom nation i sno |onger under

consideration by the NPS.
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Office of Construction & Facilities ManagemerfF
Washington DC 20420 r-A~AA~A'"J 'AAA

January 12, 2012 | WT. RKISTHi orHisigfiiepnice

Mr. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Sth Floor

1201 Eye St. NW

Washington DC. 20005

Dear Mr. Lof*her.

Please find enclosed nominations for Sitka National Cemetery (Alaska), Fort Richardson
National Cemetery (Alaska) and Fort McPherson National Cemetery (Nebraska). All three
nominations were sent to the appropriate State Historic Preservation Officers (SHPO) in
September 2011. Additionally the nominations were sent to the chief elected local officials of the
county (or equivalent government unit) and municipal political jurisdiction in which the property
is located, as well as Certified Local Governments for comment.

The Alaska SHPO signed both nominations but requested that a number of changes be made to
the nominations. The majority ofthe changes were made. Included is a copy ofthe Alaska
SHPO's letter along with a memo detailing what changes were made and those that were
deemed not appropriate.

An employee of the Nebraska SHPO sent an email on October 20, 2011, stating that the
nomination for the Fort McPherson National Cemetery would likely be presented at the January

2012 meeting ofthe state review board. As the 45 days review period permitted by has long
passed, we are submitting the nomination without the Nebraska SHPO's signature.

We received no comments from other interested parties.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the nominations, please contact Jennifer
Perunko, Historian, National Cemetery Administration at 202/632-5441 or
iennifer.perunko(5)va.qov.
Sincerely

'{/jC-yvo

Kathleen Schamel
Federal Preservation Officer

Enclosures
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February 28, 2012

Jm Gabbert, Historian

National Regigter of Historic Places
1201 Eye Strest NW

Washington, DC 20005

Re: Fort McPherson National Cemetery, Lincoln County, Nebraska
Dear Mr. Gabbert:

The Depatment of Veterans Affairs submitted to our officea National Register nomination form for the
Fort McPherson National Cemetery in Lincoln County, Nebraska We reviewed the nomination and
presented it to our State Historic Preservation Board on January 6, 2012 during the scheduled review
board meeting. The Board did not have any comments regarding the nomination.

We appreciate that the Depatment of Veterans Affairs afforded us the opportunity to review the
nomination. The nomination is thorough and complies with the policy regarding the significance of al
national cemeteries as exceptionally significant because of their Congressiona designation as nationally
significant places of burial and commemoration. We are pleased to support the nomination for the Fort
McPherson National Cemetery to the National Register of Historic Places.

Sincerdly

L. Robert Puschendorf
Deputy State Historic Preserv - on Officer

1500 R Street
PO Box 82554
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

p: (800) 833-6747
(402) 471-3270
f:(402) 471-3100

www.nebraskahlstory.org



