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The Ora Blanchard House of Stratton, Maine, built in 1892, is an elaborate and 
well-preserved example of Queen Anne style domestic architecture in a remote setting. 
The 2%-story house is of frame construction with hipped roof, window 1 s walk, two 
internal brick chimneys, clapboard and shingle siding, granite foundation, and three- 
story facade corner tower.

The facade, which faces west, is dominated by the tower, of which the roof is of 
bell-cast, 8-sided form. The tower is octagonal in plan. Fenestration is 1/1 in the 
first and second stories and stained glass in the third. The shingling flares outward 
below each window, such that not only the cornice, but also slight overhangs between 
floors are bracketed. The other principal feature of the facade is a one-story ground 
level porch with treillage, supported by turned posts. The facade is 3 bays wide with 
a central double-doored entrance, above which is a second-floor door which provides 
access to the porch roof. Facade fenestration is 1/1, except for a gable-roofed half- 
story dormer, above a 3 window bay, which contains a small lunette.

The other principal elevation faces south. This is two bays wide, the bays to 
the left being 1/1, those to the right being a cluster of four 1/1 in the first story 
and two 1/1 in the second; the latter project slightly and are supported by brackets. 
A half-story dormer is equivalent to that on the facade.

Extending from the north side of the house is a 1^-story ell which faces west and 
is 4 bays long with 2/2 fenestration and a single door. In the half-story are two 
gabled dormers containing 1/1 sash.

A large two-story barn is attached to the north end of the ell and likewise faces 
west. This has a hipped roof with lovered ventilator covered by a pyramidal roof on 
the peak. The barn has been adaptively re-used as guest quarters and now features an 
enclosed porch over the entrance and 1/1 windows in the second floor, both recent modi 
fications.

Aside from the Barn alterations, the only significant change in the appearance of 
the house has been the loss of railings with latticework on the first story porch and 
roof above.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Stratton, the largest village in the township of Bustis with a population of about 
400, is still more or less a frontier town in a remote section of western Maine. The 
only residence of any distinction in the community is this remarkable and very unusual 
large Queen Anne house built in 1892 by Oramendal Calways called Ora) Blanchard.

Blanchard was by all odds the most important figure in Stratton at the turn of the 
century. He owned the local sawmill in what was still a very heavily timbered area. 
He was also the proprietor of the local water and electric companies when these services 
became available. Such was his importance that the principal residential street was 
named after him.

This house is the landmark in the community and with its peculiar tower is a rare 
example of its style.
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