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FKRM NO.
ANACHUETTS KISTORICAL CCHMISSON 44
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Address 750 Main street
52 . 32 facade
. : Rev. John Tufts House
51 : 1 nolded post head Historic Kame
51 : A surmer chanfer
51:7 tie beami nchanber Ifse: Present Residential
51 : 9 corner post, plate joint Or-fg-fnal Residential
52 : 15 attic gable wall DESCRPTION
Date c. 1714
Source visual analysis; local history
Style First Period / Second Period
1 ; N/A
tch Hap: N Architect
Exterior Wall Fabric  dapboard
Outiuil dings c. bam_ early 20th c,

20th c. garage

Maor Alterations (with dates) v

raer lesnto Prd addition & sideell

Cenditicn good

Nbved no Dat e n/a

Acr eage 2 acres

Settino village residential north

side of main route - 19th c. residential with

sonme infill

Z E N

EREXCE 19 / 340-010 / 47A1-150 Recorded by J. Kyprianos

Newbur3*port West Organization Boston University
1:25,000 Date April 1986
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Indicate each itemon inventory foimv*idi is being continued bel ow.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Rev. John Tufts House retains integrity of location, design, materials
wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. In the quality and distinctive con-'
struction methods of itswell-exposed frame, the house enbodies character-
istics of late First Period architecture that neet Criterion C | t s nmol ded
post head as an exanple of those common to the North Shore, and the decora-
tive chamfering is typical of Essex County later First Period buildings.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Tufts House began as a double cell, two story, central chimey plan
house with |obby entrance. The house has a series of modern additions
including a rear leanto across two thirds of the back wall that gives th«
left gable profile a classic saltbhox appearance. This now functions as an
encl osed porch, with nodern sliding doors cn the rear and interior end
walls. There is also a one story gabled addition on the opposite end of the
house, connected to the main block by a small inset shed-roofed hyphen, and
cut into the hillside for nmodern sliders at the cellar level.

MAJCR FI RST PER OD FEATURES

The frame of the ca. 1715 house i s entirely of oak and clearly of a single
indicates. The frame is

build, as the bladed scarf in the upper hall plate

exposed m the four major rooms, each 176 x 18'6", and had flat 2"-w de
chanfers on the first floor 13"-wide longitudinal sunmers, which term nated
with lanmb's tongue stops. (Gak joists are 25" on centers. Wiile the west

room nas |ater paneling on the fireplace wail, the front chimey post
retains a carved post head with a 4"-deep rolled molding profile.

N The second floor tiebeans are 11 x 10", with 1.5"-wide flat chanfers
ana stops simlar to those on the first floor. There i s evidence of falling
wind braces at al | upper corner posts. There is also evidence in the stud
spacing that the two front wi ndows in the east chanmber were originallv one
central opening. While the roof has been rebuilt, the old rafters show

evidence of dovetailedcollar beans.

SI GNI FI CANT LATER FEATURES *

triple-run staircase with panels

There i s a good Second Period closed string
19t h-century

beneath i t in the |obby entrance; itsround balusters are of

Staple to Inventorv forTn bottOm
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association with theRev. John Tufts f or

The house has a well-documented
hi sordination with theWst Parish i A 1714

whom t he house was built after
He | Ssignificant for being oneof thefirst, (some say thefirst,) in 1714
e t "ATAAANTA S ATRA ANy ntroduction to the art of singing psalm

tunes by notes rather than lining-out i nthetraditional fashion.

REFERENCES

Joshua Coffin, A Sketch of theHistory of Newbury, Newburvport. and West
Newbury from 1635 t 01845 (Bost"” Sanuel Drake, 1845,) pp. 175-184.

Staple tolnventorv fnrm ~r.bott
om
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71, Putnam Deacon Edward, Jr., House eeper _
Entered i n the
Hat | onal Refilatel- Attest
Putnam Janes, Jr., House 'AAAANAAIAT Ay [ AAper 1A9/90
Hat | onal Kegl stei Attest
Ross Tavern
Entered i n the N ANNNAA_NAANNNNN
. Attest
Entered i n thg
75.  Smith House Sat | ooal Keel ater Keeper Y2ty c, yMyut
Attest
76. Snmith, Hazadi ah, House 7il 7~2"Begl st el [Tiijer J?2AMMUL..-IA<? A A?/<rCy
Attest
77.  Thorndike, Capt. John, edin deeper (AAOMVU < MMAY- - NAOAFO
sational RegisteT AMAAA
78, . . Enteredm the Ater yryIrU L " AN9/90
Titcomb, Benaiah, House Hatlonal Beglstei®
Attest
79. Tufts, Rev. John, House gptered i nthe Keeper _ "NOACH
national Registel Attest
- Ent ered Inthe Yvlipex yyA/ANL <. t-y: MU 3/9/U
80. White—£llery House Bat| onal Begi at er PEXYY y(J

Attest
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
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