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52 : 32 facade 

51 : 1 molded post head 

51 : A summer chamfer 

51:7 tie beam in chamber 

51 : 9 corner post, plate joint 

52 : 15 attic gable wall 
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Historic Kame Rev. John Tuf t s House 

Ifse: Present Resident ia l 

Or-fg-fnal Resident ia l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c. 1714 

Source v i s u a l ana lys i s ; l o c a l h i s tory 

S t y l e F i r s t Period / Second Period 

Architect N/A 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outiuil dings c. bam _ early 20th c, 

20th c. garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) ?n̂ ^ 

raer lesnto P.nd addition & side e l l 

Ccnditicn good 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 

Settino 

2 acres 

village residential north 

side of main route - 19th c. residential with 

some i n f i l l 

Recorded by J . Kyprianos 

Organizat ion Boston Unive r s i ty 

Date A p r i l 1986 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
_Pf£ice_ of.the Se ere tary, Bos ton 

Connunity: 

WEST NEWBURY 
Fonn No: 

kk 
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House 

Indicate each item on inventory foim v ^ i d i is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rev. John Tufts House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, materials 
workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I n the q u a l i t y and d i s t i n c t i v e con-' 
s t r u c t i o n methods of i t s well-exposed frame, the house embodies character­
i s t i c s of l a t e F i r s t Period a r c h i t e c t u r e t h a t meet C r i t e r i o n C. I t s molded 
post head as an example of those common to the North Shore, and the decora­
t i v e chamfering i s t y p i c a l of Essex County l a t e r F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Tufts House began as a double c e l l , two s t o r y , c e n t r a l chimney plan 
house w i t h lobby entrance. The house has a s e r i e s of modern a d d i t i o n s 
i n c l u d i n g a rear leanto across two t h i r d s of the back w a l l t h a t gives th« 
l e f t gable p r o f i l e a c l a s s i c s a l t b o x appearance. This now f u n c t i o n s as an 
enclosed porch, w i t h modern s l i d i n g doors cn the rear and i n t e r i o r end 
w a l l s . There i s also a one s t o r y gabled a d d i t i o n on the opposite end of the 
house, connected t o the main block by a small i n s e t shed-roofed hyphen, and 
cut i n t o the h i l l s i d e f o r modern s l i d e r s at the c e l l a r l e v e l . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The frame of the ca. 1715 house i s e n t i r e l y of oak and c l e a r l y of a s i n g l e 
b u i l d , as the bladed s c a r f i n the upper h a l l p l a t e i n d i c a t e s . The frame i s 
exposed m the four major rooms, each 17'6 x 18'6", and had f l a t 2"-wide 
chamfers on the f i r s t f l o o r 13"-wide l o n g i t u d i n a l summers, which terminated 
w i t h lamb's tongue stops. Oak j o i s t s are 25" on centers. While the west 
room nas l a t e r paneling on the f i r e p l a c e w a i l , the f r o n t chimney post 
r e t a i n s a carved post head w i t h a 4"-deep r o l l e d molding p r o f i l e . 

^ The second f l o o r t i e beams are 11 x 10", w i t h 1.5"-wide f l a t chamfers 
ana stops s i m i l a r t o those on the f i r s t f l o o r . There i s evidence of f a l l i n g 
wind braces at a l l upper corner posts. There i s also evidence i n the stud 
spacing t h a t the two f r o n t windows i n the east chamber were o r i g i n a l l v one 
c e n t r a l opening. While the roof has been r e b u i l t , the o l d r a f t e r s show 
evidence of d o v e t a i l e d c o l l a r beams. 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES * 

There i s a good Second Period closed s t r i n g t r i p l e - r u n s t a i r c a s e w i t h panels 
beneath i t i n the lobby entrance; i t s round b a l u s t e r s are of 19th-century 
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house has a well-documented a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the Rev. John Tufts f o r 
whom the house was b u i l t a f t e r h i s o r d i n a t i o n w i t h the West Parish iA 1714 
He IS s i g n i f i c a n t f o r being one of the f i r s t , (some say the f i r s t , ) i n 1714 
!° t ""^""^ l ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^""^ ^^^y in t roduc t ion to the a r t of singing psalm 
tunes by notes r a t h e r than l i n i n g - o u t i n the t r a d i t i o n a l fashion. 

REFERENCES 

Joshua C o f f i n , A Sketch of the H i s t o r y of Newbury, Newburvport. and West 
Newbury from 1635 to 1845^ ( B o s t " ^ Samuel Drake, 1845,) pp. 175-184. 
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