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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Deuel County Courthouse in Clear Lake, South Dakota is a three story
Renaissance Revival style building, constructed in 1916. Built of Bedford Time-
stone at a cost of $75,000, the courthouse isfgﬁ?e§:bays long andgiﬁzgélbays
wide. The front (north) entrance has Timestone stepns leading up t0 the double
leaf metal sheathed doors, which have single panels of glass. Sidelights and
a transom accompany the doors. The entrance has two Doric columns supporting
a denticulated cornice with carved limestone brackets. A small limestone bal-
ustrade, faaturing a cartouche, rests atop the entrance. Two fluted Corinthian
nilasters surround a Tlargs picturz window with sidelights and a transom on each
of the two upnar stories. Carved limestone ornamentation annears to either
side of the pilasters and to either side of a cartouche in the attic. ilodillions
ancircle the entira building.

Rectangular double sash windows are set in wood casings and have keystones.
The rear (south) entrance has double doors with a plate glass window and side-
lights above it on the second floor. The third story has an arched window.
A low pitcn roof covers the courthouse, and a large red brick circular chimney
Tooms atop the building. Limestone quoins decorate the corners.

The interior of the building features a central dome that is not readily
visible from the street. Ho additions and no major remodeling projects have
altered the building's appearance. The courthouse is in good condition, but
the wood casings need to be replaced.

The Deuel County Jail, constructed in 1899, is a two story brick building
with a medium pitch hip roof. Asphalt shingles cover the roof. The cutstone
foundation is badly in need of tuck pointing. A flat-roofed two story addition
is attached to the west wall of the house, which was built according to no
particular style. Windows are rectangular and double hung. Decorations include
a dentil course of lap brick and a one story engaged hip roofed porch with
Victorian trim. A one story bay window decorates the south wall of the original
section of the house. The jail is in fair condition and needs some repair work.
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STATEMENT QF SIGNIFICANCE

The present Deuel County Courthouse, designed by architects Buechner and
Orth and built by the A.M. 'old Construction Company, is a handsome Renaissance
Revival style building unspoiled by alterations and additions. Its Renaissance
Revival facade is a good example of a style of architecture frequently seen on
public buildings constructed in the early days of South Dakota. On the interior,
as well as the exterior, it remains much as it was when constructed. The Bedford
limestone building material also is frequently seen on public buildings in this
area.

Although not the first Deuel County Courthouse, this building has been the
seat of county government since 1916. It "... is a far cry from the first court-
house that figured in a prolonged and bitter county seat war, settled finally
in 1890. Gary...and Clear Lake were the principals in the contest. Clear Lake
was situated in the approximate center of the county; but Gary was the older
town, and in addition, had been presented with a new courthouse by the Chicago &
Northwestern Railroad. U4hen the battle ended, Clear Lake had won, and Gary's
new courthouse slowly began to fall into a state of desuetude.”

One of sixty-seven county courthouses of widely divergent styles and ages
in the state, the Deuel County Courthouse is representative of the Renaissahce
Revival style popular on the prairie around the turn of the century.

The Deuel County Jail is one of a vanishing breed of county jails also
serving as the sheriff's residence and Tocated adjacent to the county courthouse.
Unless an acceptable adaptive use can be found for it, the jail will probably
be destroyed in the near future.

TA South Dakota Guide (Pierre: State Publishing Company, 1938), p. 360.
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