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Registration Form | L...

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Propftrty
historic name Shawmut Diner (The Diners of Massachusetts IVIPS)
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 943 Shawmut Avenue n/a not for publication
city or town New Bedford nfa vicinity
state [Vlassachusetts code MA county Bristol code 005 zip code 02746

I\ Statp/Fpriftral Ai*Pnrv Certifiraflon

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this & Tomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hi~ric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

0 meets » doe|,not meet th” National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally Hstatewide Siocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

fyjy QAJILMA(F\ \TATAen” jjmy&M~™  TKkAjyyf-rry
r*Signature ((“cettifying official/Title Car*Jn. Metz, Executive Director Date
\ Massachusetts Historical Commission State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natfonal Park Service Certifinatinn
I, hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
rentered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Shawmut Diner
Name of Property

5. Classifirafinn

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Twentieth-Century Commercial Architecture:

The Diners of Massachusetts

fi. Funr.tion or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMFRCF/TRAnNF/re.staurant

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Stainless Steel Diner

Narrative Description

Bristol County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

j J3

JL

.building
sites
structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

tm

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMFRCF/TRADE/restaurant

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  brick

walls stainless steel
roof. rubber membrane
other_

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Shawmut Diner

Name of Property

8. statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bristol County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Commerce

Period of Significance

1252

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Jerry O'Mahony Inc., Elizabeth, NJ

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X_State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other

Name of repository:



Shawmut Diner Bristol County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographiral Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 337840 4613530

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared Ry

nameftitle_ Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October, 2003

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state  MA zip code (32125

Additional Doriimentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Ownpr
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Philip Paleologos / ANP Realty Trust

street & number. 943 Shawmut Avenue , telephone 508-993-3073

city or town. New Bedford state JVIA .zip code 02746

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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7, Decription

Shavmut Diner, Q4 Shavmut Avenue New RpHfnrfl (1953) (MHC# 2262) is afine example of apost-World War |
dainlessged diner in Massachusetts, manufactured by Jerry O'Mahony Inc. of Elizabeth, New Jersey. The Shawmut
occupies one corner of amajor commercid intersection in north central New Bedford near State Route 140, a limited-
acoesshighway. The diner is sat back from the street with parking on all Sdes

Rectangular in massing, the sted-frame diner is nine bayswide and three bays degp, excluding the rounded front corners.
The building has a brick foundation, stainless ded cladding with black vertical bands, and againless ded pargpet wall a
the monitor roof. Asiscommon with sainless ged diners from the post-World War |1 era, the Shawvmut hes a pair of
ded and glassentries located in aprojecting center vestibule. Windowsin the diner are sed-rimmed and contain fixed
plate glass. Rooftop neon Sgnage resds SHAWMUT DINER and includes adepiction of a Native American, dso
rendered in neon.

At the reer of the prefabricated diner isaone-gory, succo and concrete block that istwo bays degp and housss the
kitchen and restrooms. Thisrear block isatypical feature of post-World War Il diners, and its presence does not
compromise the integrity of the prefabricated section.

On the interior, there isbooth seating dong the front (eest) wall and table seeting dong the sde walls. The full-length
counter hes staff entrances a the center and on eech Sde. The grill isin the back bar area, but mogt of the cooking is
done in the kitchen a the rear, which isreached by way of apair of ged swinging doors. Tothe right (north) of the
counter isthe entrance to restrooms, which aso are located in the rear block. Immediately left (south) of the counter is a
glassendosad  booth, from which the owner's weekday morning radio show is broadces (see significance). A cashier's
aeaislocaed just indde the interior door.

The manufacturer's tag, which survives on the interior stainless ged door, rt&d* ERRY OMAHONY INC., ELIZABETH,
NEW JERSEY. The monitor ceiling isfinished inbeige enamd and sted. Tables have ged legs and are topped with
laminate in afaux marble finish. The counter displays afinish similar to that of the tabletops on both the top and the
goron. There are fourteen sed counter ools. Both booths and counter stools are upholgtered in vinyl. Behind the
counter, the back bar features ded wall pandswith sunburd motif and ded cabinets Centered over the swinging doors
to the rear kitchen is a gainless ged-rimmed clock. Wallshave the same white, faux marble finish as the counter and
tabletops. The floor retains itsterrazzo tile in grey-green and dark green; the footrest a the counter is similarly finished.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American resources are located on the property, Stes may be present. Four Stesae located in
the generd area (within one mile). Undisturbed environmenta characterigtics of the property have been obscured or
degroyed by grading, filling, and historic building congtruction. Natural soils in the areamay have been well drained,
but are now characterized by udorthents and urban land whose physicd characteristics are unknown. A leve to
moderately doping landscgpe currently characterizes the property that is more than 1,000 feet from the nesrest wetlands.
Given the &bove information, the potentia for recovering significant archaeological resources on the property, both

(continued)
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Section number Page

ancient Native American and historic, islow. Thereatively samdl sze of the property (lessthan one-haf acre) combined
with impacts associated with construction of the diner, utilities, and parking on the dte predudes the survival of
archaeologicd dtesthat pre-datethe diner a thislocation. No earlier historic buildings have been identified & this dte.

(end)
8. Statement of Significance

New Bedford's Shawmut Diner (1953) is afineexample of apost-World War || sainless ged diner in Massachusets,
and one of only about a dozen diners in the Sate manufactured by Jerry O'Mahony Inc. of Elizabeth, New Jarsey. The
Shawmut is one of just two diners extant in New Bedford, acity thet boagted a least ten diners in the years following
World Wer || (the other extant diner in New Bedford isthe Orchid Diner). The Shawmut Diner dso is significant
historically for its long association with the Mello family of New Bedford. Retaining integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, the Shawvmut Diner meats Criteria A and C of the Nationa
Regiger & the local and Sate levels.

The Shawmut Diner hes been afixture in New Bedford since itsarrival in 1953. The 1952 dreet directory for New
Bedford shows the diner Ste as vacant. Itshistory in 1953 and 194 is sketchy due to lack of primary sources but it is
known that Joaguim Mello and Mrs. Mary Mello operated the diner in 1955, according to the city directory of thet yeer.
The Mello family resded a 210 Hathaway Roaed, between Shirley and Ayer, two blocks west of the diner, which
occupies the southwest corner of Shawmut Avenue and Hathaway Road. At leest ten other diners were operating in New
Bedford in 1955. Mrs. Mary Mello ran the Shawmut Diner until & leest 1971, according to city directories.

Long acenter for textile manufacturing in southeestern Massachusetts, New Bedford was in agate of economic dedline
after World War 1. Poor management in many locd textile mills, coupled with labor strikes, chegpar manufacturing
cogtsin the South, and the onsat of anationwide depression in the late 19205 hed led to the closure of most of thelocd
factories. [Clayton and Whitley, 27-28] One boog to the local economy during these years, however, was the New
Bedford airport on the northern outskirts of the city's central busnessdistrict. The first commercia operations & the
arport began in 1942. Later that year, the airport was transferred to the federal government for military use 1n 1947,
ownership reverted to the city. The administration and terminal building was completed in 1951. [New Bedford
Regiond Airport report] The Shavmut Diner (1953) is Stuated on a main accessroute between the municipal airport and
the city's busnessdistrict, about one mile south of the administration and terminal building en route to downtown New
Bedford.

The manufacturer of Shavmut Diner, Jerry O'Mahony, Inc. of Elizabeth, New Jersey, was one of the leading diner
manufacturers inthe country. According to diner historian Richard Gutman, many dining car builders got their dart with
the company. O'Mahony produced "hundreds of diners in numerous styles too diverse to recap.” [Gutman, 235-236]
The Shavmut is one of about adozen O'Mahony diners still in Massachusetts Mog, like the Shavmut, are dainless
ded diners built after World War |1.

(continued)
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In 1981, Phil and Cdeste Pdeologos purchased and rehabilitated the diner. The Shavmut isthe ste of Americasonly
radio show broadcagting from adiner, America, Good Morning - Livefrom the Shawmut Diner. Phil Pdeologos, athirty-
year veteran of radio and television, hogts the weekday morning show, which features live news, sports, comedy, and
commentary. Syndicated on the Talk America Radio Network, the show broadcagtsto more than one hundred affiliates
coedt to coad.

(end)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bradley, JamesW., et a. Historic and Archaeological Resources of Southeest Massachusetts. Boston: Office of the
Massachusatts Secretary of State, 1982 (reprinted 1985).

Clayton, Barbara and Kathleen Whitley. Guide to New Bedford. Cheder, Connecticut: The Globe Pequot Press, 1979.

Cultrera, Larry. "Diner Hotline: Shawmut Diner goes coadt to coast.”" Society for Commercia Archeology Journal (Fall
1998), p.32.

Diner Finder Deluxe: Massachusetts. Watertown, MA: Coffee Cup Publications, 1991.

Gutman, Richard J. S American Diner Thenand Now. New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 1993.

Manning's New Bedford and Fairhaven, Massachusetts Directory. 1952, 1955, 1962, 1966, 1971.

New Bedford, City of "New Bedford Regiona Airport Improvements Project. Purpose and Need Statement, 2.1
Historical Airport Activity." Viawww.ci.new-hedfnrd.iTialiis.

Web dte for The Shavmut Diner and America, Good Morning (www.di nershnw.com).

(end)
10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying detail of the City of New Bedford assessors mep
95, lot 233.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the land associated with Shawmut Diner Since its placement on the site in 1953.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Massachusatts Historical Commission
October 8, 2003

Ms. Caral Shull

National Register of Historic Flaces
Depatment of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:

Shavmut Diner, 943 Shavmut Avenue, New Bedford (Bristol), MA
(The Diners of Massachusetts MPS)

The nomination hes bean voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board condderation 60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
M assachusetts Historical Commisson

Enclosure

cC. Kahlean Kdly Broomer, consutant
Antone Souza, New Bedford Higoricad Commisson, CLG Coordinator
ANP Redty Trugt
David A. Kenedy, City FHaner
Frederick Kdisz, J., Mayor, City of New Bedford

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma. us'sec/mhc



