NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Exp. 10-31-84
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service For NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places received  SEP _ 9 1983
inventory—Nomination Form date entered

See instructions in Hotv to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic Soutll bti'eet"
andlor ommon South Street Historic District- (Pr-

2. Location /o"
Multiple addresses. The length of the north side of South

dreet & number street from Main Street to Warre®n Avenup; Ny~ "ot tor publication
] The south side of South Street frgm Warren Avenue to the east
city,towmn Brockton N/A-vicinityd lot line of the last house.
state M assachusetts code 0 25 county Plymouth code 023
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district public X occupied agriculture museum
building(s) X private unoccupied commercia park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object NN in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered K yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
no military . other:

4. Owner of Property
name Multiple owners

street & number

city, town N/”vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regidry of deeds €. Plymouth County Registry of Deeds
street & number Russell Street

city, town Plymouth date M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic
titte Assets, of the Commonwealth a5 this property been determined digible? yes ' no

date 1975-1982 federal X state county local

Office of City Planner, City Hall, Brockton;
depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state Massachn.cip.f-4-g



7. Descriptionsouth Street Historic District, Brockton, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site

X  good ruins _X_ altered moved date N/A
falr® unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Stretching for one block along South Street between Main Street and Warren ¢?
Avenue, t heSouth Street Historic District lies i nthe Carapello section

of Brockton andi sthemost intact and architecturally distinguished block

in thearea. Wth theexception of t he South Congregational Church, it i s

a residential district conposed of twenty dwellings that date fromt he

md 19tht oearly 20th century andreflects t henumerous architectural

styles prevalent during that time period. Those which are represented

include the Italianate, Queen Anne, Shingle, Mssion, Arts and Crafts, eI
and Colonial Revival styles. There i sonly one intrusion i nthedistrict,

a two-famly ranch style house at 58 South Street.

The district, characterized by a conpact urban quality, i sa most cohesive
one duetoitsuniformty i nbuilding setback, ot size, buildingmaterial,
and high quality-of architectural design components. These common el ements s

include the-use of porches and-bays, clapboard or shingle sheathing and =« [
roofline of a simlar profile. The buildings i nthe district do, however,
enploy avariety of architectural styles with many being architect- )

designed. A nunber arealso of particular significancetothecity. They <
are:  Nunmber 27, Brockton's only Mi ssion style house. Nunber 36, an Arts
and Crafts 'style house of grand proportions; Nunber 57, a well preserved

Queen Anne style house; Numbers 47 and 50, fine exanples of Coloni al i
Revival style; and South Congregational Church, a well appointed and
wel | maintained Romanesque style building.

Individual properties onthe north side ,of Soujbh, .Stree|:.igoing from eas to
west areas follows: ' ]

Sout h Congregational Church, (Map #1, Photo #2) . Built: of wood siding with
sonme use of cut shingles, thechurch (1854) was originally paintedi n
imitation of" Freest:6ne, 6ut how, however, i1 spainted white. The facade x

of thebuilding i squite distinguished, being nar;]Jced by ;threq pedi mented
entries and a | owpitched, pedimented and heavily bracketted roof. 1 n
addition, i tfeatures tall round headed wi ndows that ar egrouped i ntwos

and threes and a distinctive steeple tower. This conponent of the building
includes a square and bracketted clock tower, an octagonal bell tower,

and an octagonal spire. e

When first built, the buildingwas rectangular i nplan and measured 84
feet by 56 feet. However, over t heyears three major additions have been
made t ot hechurch which have altered itsoriginal configuration. 1 n1838 8
two-story wings were added at both t he north and south sides of the
auditorium side galleries were constructed; andtwo stained glass w ndows
were installed 6n'the west wall of t heauditorium  One, depictingt he
Vonan at t heWlI”* is'a"menorial t o2iba, Arza, Bela, Charles and Jason
Keith. Memorial Hall, connecting tothechurch onthenorth side and
housing t heSunday School, was given by George E Keith i n1896. | n 1936,
on t hel00th anniversary of theorganization of South Congregational
Society of North Bridgewater, therecreation building, housing a gymand
adjoining Memorial Hall, was dedicated.

(Continued)
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17 and 19 South Street (Mip #2, Photo #3). Both 17 and 19 South Street
are residences located ont he sane piece of property. Nunber 19 i sa
Queen Anne style house built in 1859. However, since the docunented date
of construction i stooearly for this style, extensive alterations would
have had t o have been nmadet o give i tits present appearance. The house
is two and a half stories, clapboarded, and has a slate gable roof with
two interior chimeys. Many of thedecorative elements of t he house are
typical of the Queen Annestyle. They include a wide verandah enclosed by
a spindled balustrade, a second story porch highlighted by a pyram dal
t_uraet and delicate brackets, and the extensive use of stained glass

wi ndows.

Originally built as a coach house, 17 South Street i sal”s-story
structure located totherear of #19, and i spresently used as a residence.
Al though simple i nits design, this gable roofed and clapboarded buil ding
displays features of theltalianate style which include a pair of round
headed wi ndows on its facade and a bracketted front door hood.

27 South Street (Mp #3, Photo #4). Nunber 27 South Street i sa single-
fam |y residence designed by thearchitect W T. Barlow. Constructed of
concrete and steel, i twas built i n1909 i ntheM ssion style. The house
is two stories high, with stucco exterior walls and with an asbestos
shingled hi proof. Although on thefront elevation there i sa group of
three windows, nost of them are asymmetrically placed and areofthe
casenment type.

Interesting decorative features of this house and typical of the Mssion
style arethecurvilinear bagle, thewrought iron balconet, andprojecting
eaves with exposed rafters.

35 South Street (Map #4) . MNkanber 35 i sa single-famly residence built i n
1890 i nt he Shingle style. Spare i nornamentation, this house i s sheathed,
in shingles, and standing 2h stories high, i sa simple version of this
style.

39 South Street (Map #5). Built 1 n 1864, this i sone of the oldest
houses on South Street. Originally, this was a simple 2k-story, clapboarded
slate gambrel roofed structure. However, i n190 7 significant changes
affecting thecharacter of thehouse were nmade. These additions included
two new rounded front porches and decorative elements such as a col umed
porticoed entry and pilasters on the facade.

47 South Street (Map #6, Photo #5). Built i n1928, this two-story Georgian
Revival house i s clapboarded and covered by a slate hi proof. I ts

straightforward, symmetrical facade i shighlighted by an entry that features
a two-story pedimented portico and a fanlighted doorway.

I (Continued)
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57 South Street (Map #7, Photo #6). This two-story gable roofed house
built i n1879 i sdistinguished by itsarray of Queen Anne detail. The
features that i t exhibits associated with this style are: an asymmetrical
plan and elevations, cut shingle siding i nt he gables and bay wi ndows,

and porches enclosed by spindled balustrades.

65 South Street ( Map #8). Built i n1899, this i sone of four two-famly
dwellings i nthedistrict'. Sheathed i nshingles, i ti s2k stories, and
.*with itsclipped gable roof and exterior chimey, i trepresents a simple

exanple of t he Shingle style.

71 South Street (Map #9). Although simple i ndesign, this two-famly
135-story cottage dating from 1879 exhibits modest Italianate detail and
adds tothearchitectural continuity of the street.

73 South Street (Map #10). Built 1 n1884, this i sone of two three-family
residences which liei nthedistrict. Simple i ndesign, the 2J5-story
building i ssheathed i nshingles and features a pair of round headed
Tuscan wi ndows.

Individual building on thesouth side of South Street going from west to
east areas follows:

76 South Street (Mp #11). Wth itsclapboards onthefirst story, shingles
in theupper story and a half, and its slate gatnbrel roof, this 1886

house i s a good exanple of t heShingle style. Built as asingle-famly
residence, thebuilding i snow used for professional offices. Although

the facade i srelatively intact, "nodern" alterationsthat detract from.
its style have been made. They include theuse of vertical siding on

the first story, a commercial style door, and sonme nodern wi ndows.

72 South Street (Mp #12). Nunber 72 South Street, a large Coloni al

Revival style one-famly house-, was built i n1904. [t i stwo stories,

cl apboarded, and has a slate hi proof with three dormers. The front w ndows
are not grouped, but are symmetrically placed toeither side of a center
entry portico. The doorway itself i sflanked by sidelights.

64 South Street (Mp #13)'. This |~ s-story. Carpenter Gothic cottage was
built 1 n1879. Originallyclapboarded, thebuilding has recently hadits
detailing removed and alum num siding installed. The original small entry
porch and bay wi ndow remain.

58 South Street (Map #14). Formerly, this was thesite of the South
Street Methodist Church, built i n1880, which was destroyed by a firein
1979. Presently, there i satwo-famly raised ranch on thesite, the
only incongruous element i nthe district.

- ' ' (Continued)
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50 South Street (Map #15). Designed by Harry Russell i n1910, this 2h-
story Colonial Revival residence stands i n excellent condition and retains
its original features such as it sclapboard siding andslate gable roof
with three dormers. The nmost distinctive elements on this house are its
]Ewo dend chi meys and round arch sash wi ndow ont hesecond floor of the
acade.

42 South Street (Map #16)". Built 1 nl1858, this Greek Revival cottagei s
one of theoldest onthestreet. Standing 1%stories, thebuildingi s
clapboarded and has a slate gable roof with thegable endfacing thestreet
Additions tot he structure include theconstruction of afront porch and
a clapboarded garage attached tot herear of the building.

36 South Street (Map #17, Photo #7). Designed by J. Wliams Beal i n

1912, t he residence I san outstanding exanple of the Arstand Crafts

style. Standing 2%stories, this four-bay house features a projecting

and flared gable at thewestern endof t hefacade anda rounded one-story
bay with a copper roof ontheeastern end. The building utilizes a gable
roof which i spierced by three dormers that ar eedged with curvilinear
rafters that meet at a finial. Typical of theArts and Crafts style, t he
exterior i ssheathed i nbrick onthefirst story and redshingles with a
serrated edge on t hesecond floor. An additional highlight of thestructure
is thecenter entry one-story porch, which repeats theuse of a finial
joining curvilinear rafters. | t al so features a small terrace which extends
across t hefront of t he house.

30 South Street (Map #18). Although not a noteworthy exanple of the
Shingle style, this three-famly residence, originally built as a two-
fam |y house, contributes t otheharmonious visual relationships which
constitute this unified streetscape. The slate, gable roofed building
stands 2" stories tall andhas hadi tsoriginal shinglesreplaced by
alum niam siding.

26 South Street (Map #19). This clapboarded building stands two stories

in height, 1 stopped by a slate roof with dormers, and has an entry which
features a one-story porbh and doorway framed by anellipti-cal fanlight
and sidelights. An additional detail of note i sa bay wi ndow onthe second
story which i sembellished with atransom andelliptical tracery.

20 South Street (map #20). This two-fam ly residence built i n1886 has
the irregular plan, numerous bays, and spindle and spool-Ilike porch
decorations of t he Queen Anne style. Sheathed i n clapboards withcut
shingles i nthegables, i tstands 2h stories and has a roof which conmbines
the hi pandgable form Itsridge 1 sflashed i naterra cotta tilecut

in a scalloped pattern.



8. Significance south Street Historic District, Brockton. Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prefilstoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law™ science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _JL architecture » * education ' military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X. 1800-1899 commerce -* _X_ exploration/settlement philosophy theater
X 1900- communications industry r Mi:-“politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)

SpecificdatesM ultiple (see Sec. B''"<d"M'cM*ger Multiple (see Sec. 7)
7)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) .u-Ui..

The South Street Historic District 1 sa significant representationof an

| mportant residential sectioni nSouth Brockton as i tevolved duringthe
late 19t hand early 20th century. Buildings i nthedistrict reflect the
nijmerous architectural styles popular during this sixty-year span and

many of theearly owners were associated with and promnent i nthe shoe
industry i nBrockton, which peaked,duirng this period. Retaining integrity
of location, design,, setting',, workmtansh” and associat.”-on.,. t he
district meets criteria A'andb of ."the"]SalN.ona Reg,i,s.ter pf Historic,

Early recoiids of development i nthearea enconmpassing South Street cone
fromm d 18t hand early 19t hcentury maps which indicate that South Street
was a highway which | edt o a school, and that thedistrict was .-nostly

farm and owned by John and Hannah Snell. This famly was anong t he original
settlers of thearea, and one of it snenbers was instrumental i nestablishing
the Town of Brockton i n 1738 as a separate township and parish from West
Bridgewater. o
During theearly «19th century, as devel opment expanded' i nthis southern
section called Canpello, a petition, simlar i npurpose totheonein

1738 which created Brockton, was nmade t o organize a new church for this
district. | n 1836, a church society was organized and t hefirst South
Congregational Church' was built under thedirection of master building '
Bela Keith on |and donated by hisfamly at thenorthwest corner of

South and Main Streets, thecrossroads of the Canpello district. Al t hough
this building no longer exists, thesecond church, dating from 1854,
designed by Towl e and Foster of Boston i nt he Romanesque style, stands i n
the same location. Historically, this parish i ssignificant for being

the first one i nSouth Brockton and also for including i nitsmembership
sone of Brockton's ol dest families.

By 1859, South Street, with its newy forned link to Liberty Street, had
beconme an inportant thoroughfare since it provided a connection to the

Taunt on- Boston Turnpi ke. |In 1886, however, another change in road "
patterns had a nore profound effect on the growh of the South Street

area. At this time, a new road was built v/hiph pijrovided direct aegess to
the Turnpike. As a result of this construction,. Sputh Street, becane a

| ess inportant thoroughfare, but at the same tinme becane a nore desirable

| ocation for residential developnent. It was during this period that the
district began to assune its present-day residential character. The
substantial houses at #20, 26,27, 35, 36, 3 4i, 65, 72 d 76 Sguth
Street, which conprise close to half the disliri #t, were eﬂer bulll t or

enlarged at this tinme and were indicative of t'deve')pi tent which vvo.d .
occur subsequently on the street. A )
’ (continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

A History of South Congregational Church, Brockton, MA 1954.

Bradford Kingman, History of Brockton, M\ 1656-1894, D Mason & .l

Syracuse, NY 1895, > (Continued)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 6.14 acres
Quadrangle name Brockton Quadrangle scale N-257000

UTM References

Adllgl I~ a1l Biol 14lel51si 612101 1191 1515151220101 1416l 51 sl Sl41 o\
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

cl 19 15529 10 I4|6]|5] 8r4ig["0 D11|9] ]5f5|2r9r0| 0| |4]|6|5] 8]5/6|0]
EUJ M .| oe||e]e]ee | FLU 101111

GLIJ till el 1L L L 11 111 HLJJ LLL J—L

Verbal boundary description, and justification SCa. dJIMlui”

The northern boundary line of thedistrict consists of thenorthern property
line of South Congregational Church andtherear property lines of Nunmbers
17 through 73 South Street. (Continued) ° -

List ail states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

N/A

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner, with Marian Hershenson,
nameftite A ssistant City Planner and Rachel .Tedesco,Sr. Planner, Brockton, Mass

organization M assachusetts Historical Commissiondate May, 1983

dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston date Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation.Cjffleer for the National Histork: Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and Certify that it hasbeen evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures setforthby the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

state Historic Preservation Officer
title Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register

'57tlon7i"r date

3per of the National Renter

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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The houses which cane t obe built were generally well designedand
reflected theperiod's major styles. Sone areparticularly fine
examples of their type; those which stand out aret he Queen Anne:;style
residences at #19, 20, 57 South Street, theMssion style house at #27,
and t heArts andCrafts form at #36, andt heuseof t he Col oni al Revival
at # 7 and #50.

additiontothehigh quality buildings which came t oline thestreet
thelate 19thandearly 20th century, thedistrict was also distinguished
t heprom nent residents who resided here. Those whobuilt houses on
e street included many of Brockton's industrialists associated with

the shoe industry, aswell as those who were successful merchants.

Anane that i smost distinguished i nthedistrict i sthat of theKeith
famly. Not only di dthey own an important |ocal shoe factory, but their
menbers built a nunmber of thedistinctive houses i nthedistrict, as well
as having contributed theland andnoney for theconstruction of the
South Congregational Churbh. The houses affiliated with this famly ar e
those at #19, 36, and 72 South Street. During this period, other

i mportant businessmen also built hones here; those which ar e most
distinctive are #27 and 50 South Street.

Al though t hehomes of successful businessmen generally domnate this
district, t osone extent dwellings here were also owned by skilled
craftsmen andforemen i ntheshoe industry. Exanples of t henore nodest
dwel lings which they built arelocated at #73 and 76 South Street.

Wth itstwenty residences and Romanesque style church, this late 19th

and early 20th century district stands as anintact exanple of residential
devel opment which reflects not only a good sampling of period architectural
styles, but also represents through association with |eading businessmen
the importance of theshoe industry t othegrowth of Brockton.

MAJCR BI BLI OGRAPHI CAL REFERENCES  ( CONTI NUED)
Atlas of Brockton, 1898. |

Atlas of Brockton, 1879.

Brockton City Directory, 1898.

10.  VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON  ( GONTI NUED)

The western boundary line consists of thewestern property lineof
Number 73 South Street, thewesterly endof South street andt he western
property line of 76 South Street. The southern boundary line of the

I district consists of therear property lines of Nunmbers 76 through 20
South Street. The eastern boundary line consists of theproperty line

; of Nunber 20 South Street, running t ot hem dpoint of South Street and
then joining theeastern property line of t he South Congregational Church,
The district boundaries have been drawn t oconform t o those previously
established for theSouth Street Local Historic District.
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CITY OF BROCKTON

MASSACHUSETTS

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

PAUL V. STUDENSKI
MAYQOR

Sept enber 10, 1982

M. Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator
Massachusetts Historical Gonunission

294 \Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Jenkins:

| strongly support the nomnation of the South Street Historic Districtto
the National Register. This street, Brockton's only local historic district,
provi des a concrete capsule history of Brockton. [|tisrelated tosignificant
aspects of Brockton's history: its early settlement andits devel opment. | t
al so contains fine exanples of late eighteenth andearly twentieth century
buil dings built by persons associated with the shoe industry.

Wth the nomnation of the South Street Historic District t othe National

Register, anhistorical andarchitectural resource of local andstate signifi-
cance will receive the recognition that it deserves.

. Sincerely, ,j ,

‘aul V. Studenski, Mayor
PVS/ kj k



CITY OF BROCKTON

MASSACHUSETTS

OFFI CE OF THE MAYOR

PAUL V. STUDENSKI
MAYOR

RECEIVED

JUL 11 1983

JULY 7, 1983
MASS. HIST. COMM.

MSSACH BETTS H STAR CAL GCOMM SS ON
COMONVEA TH - MSSAAH EETTS

294 \ASH NGTON STREET

BSTON MA 02108

R SIR * _
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