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Use: Present residence
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CESR PTTON
Date 1690s
Source visual analvsis
ARyt A First Period / Second Period
Architect unknown
Exterior Wdl Fabric cianboards

Outbuildings Bam - nre 1702; non-contrlbutii
19th century/ shed-iroofed chicken house

Major Alterations (with dates) reorientation
of house 1750-1800; large rear leanto with two
larged gabled dormers and large two-story gabl
addition with hyphen - modem 20th century

Condi tion gpot j

Hved no Cat e

Acr eace 1.69 acres

Setting rural setting of hours farmwith

acres of post andrail fencing - house set

back fromroad surrounded by open fields

Recorded by James Kynrianos
Orcanizatlcn Boston University

Gats Decenber 1985
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Giddings House andBarn retain integrity of location, setting,
design, materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. I ntheir
design andconstruction they enbody both unique characteristics and
distinctive patterns of First Period building practices which make both
structures eligible forthe National Register under Criterion C Both
have yielded andmay continue t oyield important information for the
understanding of seventeenth century vernacular architecture and rural

agricultural life, andmay be turtner eligible under Criterion D
SETTI NG

The buildings aresituated i na rural setting surrounded by 350 acres
of farmiana, which has been subdivided fortax implications and
conservation restrictions. House nowfaces north andi ssurrounded by
a modern agricultural landscape with a contributing barn (see below)

and a nineteenth century non-contributing shed-roofed chicken house.

EXTERI OR DESCRI PTI ON

The late seventeenth century George Giddings House began as a t wo-
story, gable roofed, single cell house later enlarged t oa double cell

with central chimney and|lobby entrance. Theoriginal roof was
replaced during the eighteenthcentury, before t heremoval of the
central chimney. I nthe early nineteenth century the original south-

facing orientation was changed with the insertion of a rear central
door as the main entranceand two newchi meys along t he new

front(north) wall. Over the gt twenty years t hehouse has been
privately renovated under t wo owners. There i sa modern rear ieanto
addition with twolarge gabled dormers andirregular rear facade
fenestration, as well as a twostory gabled roof addition at right

angles t otheoriginal mainbl ock, set back toward t herear and
connected with aninset two-story hyphen.

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

The present north front facade has a framed overhang between the t wo
floors, andthe gables a sii*piiar overhang at t he attic floor level.
During therestoration, i t was discovered that t hehouse hada plaster
cove cornice, itsframing, anda unique survival of molded finish were
exposed inside t hepresent house. The plaster shows evidence for the
2" plank walling which sheathed t heframe of t hehouse, as well asa

4.5" quarter round molding toitsface.
The east room ont hefirst floor hasa 17" summer bean with quarter-

round chamfers, flat 2" collar, and?2.5"lamb's tongue stops. The
joiscs are22" oncenter. On thesouth wall lath andplaster was

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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applied tothevertical plank wall, with 2" studs for t hew ndow (now
missing). The west room i s Second Period, but it sframng i sexposed.

The upper chambers both have paired double summers, each only about 7"
wide, with narrow flat chamfers |like theplate and girts. I ntheattic
the roof i slater, but there i sevidence of a gable window 15.5" wi de

and 37.5" high cuti nthe planks.

THE G DDI NGS BARN i s equally significant as t hehouse, thebarn i s si x
Days i nlength, of with one i sa later addition at t heeast end. The
central bay of theoriginal five bays held theentrance door and a

threshing floor i nthemiddle. The roof i ssignificant as i t has
angled struts, like those of the Stanley-Lake barn, that nay have
e oived from theearlier building tradition i nEast Anglia of purlin
posts. The barn has been dated t o before 1718 and i s one of only a

handful of examples of First Period barns yet identified.

REFERENCES
Cumm ngs, Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725, pp.91-92, 127.

Cumm ngs, "Massachusetts and |t sFirst Period House", p.140.

Staple to Inventory' form at bottom
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