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57,: 34 Front and l e f t facades 

57:33 Rear and l e f t facades 

57:18 Summer beam i n east f i r s t - f l o o r room 

57:24 Cornice molding s t i l l i n s i t u on plate 
cut to receive planks 

57:27 East end wall i n a t t i c showing exposed 
planking 

57:32 George Giddings First-Period Bam "1702" 

57:36 George Giddings Farmstead; relationship 
(35A) of house to bam 
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Town ESSEX 009 

Address 66 choate Street 

H i s t o r i c Name George Giddings House & Bam 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1690s 

Source visual analvsis 

^^y''^ F i r s t Period / Second Period 

A r c h i t e c t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric cianboards 

Outbuildings Bam - nre 1702; non-contrlbuti i 

19th century/ shed-iroofed chicken house 

Major Alterations (with dates) reorientation 
of house 1750-1800; large rear leanto with two 
larged gabled dormers and large two-story gabl' 
addi t ion wi th hyphen - modem 20th century 
Condition gpotj 

Hoved no Date 

Acreace 1.69 acres 

Setting r u r a l setting of hours farm with 

acres of post and r a i l fencing - house set 

back from road surrounded by open f i e l d s 

Recorded by James Kynrianos 

Orcanizatlcn Boston University 

Cats December 1985 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Giddings House and Barn r e t a i n i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , 
d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I n t h e i r 
d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n they embody both unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and 
d i s t i n c t i v e p a t t e r n s of F i r s t P e r i o d b u i l d i n g p r a c t i c e s which make both 
s t r u c t u r e s e l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r under C r i t e r i o n C. Both 
have y i e l d e d and may c o n t i n u e t o y i e l d i m p o r t a n t i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the 
un d e r s t a n d i n g of seve n t e e n t h c e n t u r y v e r n a c u l a r a r c h i t e c t u r e and r u r a l 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l i f e , and may be t u r t n e r e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n D. 

SETTING 

The b u i l d i n g s are s i t u a t e d i n a r u r a l s e t t i n g surrounded by 350 acres 
of f a r m i a n a , which has been s u b d i v i d e d f o r tax i m p l i c a t i o n s and 
c o n s e r v a t i o n r e s t r i c t i o n s . House now faces n o r t h and i s surrounded by 
a modern a g r i c u l t u r a l landscape w i t h a c o n t r i b u t i n g barn (see below) 
and a n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g shed-roofed c h i c k e n house. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The l a t e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y G 
s t o r y , gable r o o f e d , s i n g l e ce 
w i t h c e n t r a l chimney and lobby 
r e p l a c e d d u r i n g t h e e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t r a l chimney. I n the e a r l y 
f a c i n g o r i e n t a t i o n was changed 
door as the main e n t r a n c e and 
f r o n t ( n o r t h ) w a l l . Over the p 
p r i v a t e l y renovated under two 
a d d i t i o n w i t h two l a r g e gabled 
f e n e s t r a t i o n , as w e l l as a two 
angles t o the o r i g i n a l main b l 
connected w i t h an i n s e t two-st 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

eorge Giddings House began as a two-
11 house l a t e r e n l a r g e d t o a double c e l l 
e n t r a n c e . The o r i g i n a l r o o f was 
c e n t u r y , b e f o r e the removal of the 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t he o r i g i n a l s o u t h -
w i t h t he i n s e r t i o n of a re a r c e n t r a l 

two new chimneys along t h e new 
ast twenty years the house has been 
owners. There i s a modern r e a r i e a n t o 
dormers and i r r e g u l a r r e a r facade 

- s t o r y gabled r o o f a d d i t i o n at r i g h t 
ock, set back toward t h e r e a r and 
ory hyphen . 

The present n o r t h f r o n t facade has a framed overhang between the two 
f l o o r s , and the gables a s i i ^ p i i a r overhang at the a t t i c f l o o r l e v e l . 
D u r i n g the r e s t o r a t i o n , i t was d i s c o v e r e d t h a t the house had a p l a s t e r 
cove c o r n i c e , i t s f r a m i n g , and a unique s u r v i v a l of molded f i n i s h were 
exposed i n s i d e t h e pr e s e n t house. The p l a s t e r shows evidence f o r the 
2" pla n k w a l l i n g which sheathed the frame of the house, as w e l l as a 
4.5" q u a r t e r round m o l d i n g t o i t s f a c e . 

The east room on t h e f i r s t f l o o r has a 17" summer bean w i t h q u a r t e r -
round chamfers, f l a t 2" c o l l a r , and 2.5" lamb's tongue s t o p s . The 
j o i s c s are 22" on c e n t e r . On the sou t h w a l l l a t h and p l a s t e r was 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INV'ENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CC>MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

ConinLinity: 

ESSEX 

Form No: 
13 

Property Nai«: ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J . S s f ' ^ ' 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

a p p l i e d t o the v e r t i c a l p l a n k w a l l , w i t h 2" studs f o r the window (now 
m i s s i n g ) . The west room i s Second P e r i o d , but i t s f r a m i n g i s exposed. 

The upper chambers both have p a i r e d double summers, each o n l y about 7" 
wide, w i t h narrow f l a t chamfers l i k e the p l a t e and g i r t s . I n the a t t i c 
the r o o f i s l a t e r , but t h e r e i s evidence of a gable window 15.5" wide 
and 37.5" high cut i n the p l a n k s . 

THE GIDDINGS BARN i s e q u a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the house, the barn i s s i x 
Days i n l e n g t h , of w i t h one i s a l a t e r a d d i t i o n at the east end. The 
c e n t r a l bay of the o r i g i n a l f i v e bays held t h e ent r a n c e door and a 
t h r e s h i n g f l o o r i n the m i d d l e . The r o o f i s s i g n i f i c a n t as i t has 
angled s t r u t s , l i k e those of the Stanley-Lake barn, t h a t may have 
e oi v e d from t he e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g t r a d i t i o n i n East A n g l i a of p u r l i n 
p o s t s . The barn has been dated t o bef o r e 1718 and i s one of only a 
ha n d f u l of examples of F i r s t Period barns y e t i d e n t i f i e d . 

REFERENCES 

Cummings, Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1 725 , pp. 91-92 , 127 . 

Cummings, "Massachusetts and I t s F i r s t P e r i o d House", p.140. 
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