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M ssionary Children - 144 Hancock Street

Present Lse m ssionary use

General Date or Period ca. 1850-1940
General Condition good

Acr eage 63.467 sg. f t / 1.45 acres
Recorded by candace Jenkins/ Susan Abel e

(rgani zati on Newt on ni storical Gornm

Dat e 1/87: rev. 5/88; rev. 11/ 90



NATOW. REG STER (RTER A STATENENT (1 appl i cabl e)

The Wal ker Missionary Home complex possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It i s
significant primarily for i tsassociations with t heWal ker Home for

Mi ssionary Children founded i n 1868. The Wal ker Home i simportant both
as an institution serving missionaries and for i tsrole inteh

devel opment of Aubumdal e. The complex also includes twobuildings of
J individual architectural merit (Walker and Harding), and as a whol e,
illustrates t hedevelopment of an institution t oserve missionaries. | t

meets criteria A & C of t he NRHP.

ARHTECIURL. SGNHCGANE  Describe I npor Unt architectural features and eval uate I nteras of

other areas wthin the conaunlty.

The Wal ker Missionary Home complex, at t hecorner of Grove and Hancock
Streets, consists of eight buildings constructed between 1850 and 1957.
The most conspicuous component i sWalker House (1913), a massive brick

structure whose design reflects t heColonial Revival style.

Al'though

blown-up tothescale of aninstitutional building, i tretains a domestic
character i nkeeping with thesurrounding residential neighborhood.

Dom nated by a slate gambrel roof, i t has bridged chi mneys,

dormers on t helower slope, hip roof dormers on t heupper

shed roof

slope, and

: central gable. The main body of thebuilding i sonly one story. The

symmetrical facade i sorganized around a double-|eaf
(see continuation

<o 2 >, 1 n>i(i- .41, J

sheet)

HISTORICAIl SIGNIFICANCE  %xplafn fiflstorlcal 'imporUnce of are* ind how the area relates to the

development of other areas of the community*

Ms. Eliza Walker, widow of an American missionary t o Turkey foundedt he
Wal ker Honme for Missionary Children i n 1868. Returning t o Aubumdal e
after her husband's death, Mrs. Wal ker moved into a house at 103-107
Hancock Street, built for her Dy her father t heReverend Sewell Har ding.

, | norder t osupport herself, Mrs. Wal ker, under t heaegis

of t he American

Board of Missionaries, began t otake i nchildren of missionaries
stationed around t heworld, providing a safe, supervised hone and

5. furlough andretired missionary families also found refuge
AN Wal ker's hone. After Ms. Wal ker's death, dedicated staff

y educational opportunities i nt heNewton school system Mi ssionaries on

n Mrs.

and community

menmbers continued t o support theorganization which reached a peak of
operation m thenineteen twenties and thirties. Incorporated i n1929as

a separate entity under t heAmerican Board of Missionaries,

known as i ti stoday, as The Wal ker Missionary Hone, Inc.

i t becane

Together with

neighboring Lasell Junior College, theWlker Home has been an integral

part of t hegrowth and devel opment of Aubumdal e and after

years of continuous operation, theHome continues t osupport

educational andreligious mission
(see continuation

G Bl @Y and/ or AHFHENES

nmore than 120

i ts

sheet)

Building Department Records 144 Hancock Street, VF - Jackson Homestead

Newt on Times 10/22/15, A History of t heWlker M ssionary
Biographical Dictionary of American Architects, Wthy.

Honme, Field,
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MASSAOUSENS HISTORICA COFCSSION' (Aubumdale) A-07

Office of the Secretar>', Boston A o o
Property Na,’\r’\li\"\’\’\’\ Missionary
ome

Indicate each item on inventory form vshich is being continued belot"-.

ARCHITECTURAL SGHIFICAHCE (cont.)

entry flanked by 9de lightsand protected by a Tuscan porch. Snge viindows with 6/6
sseh directly flank the entry, while three part bowed windows are located in the outer
bays. Mod other windows contain 6/6 sseh.

Scattered behind the main building are two metd dad garages and five dwdlings, dl but
one of which are wood-frame, and some of which are interconnected. Directly behind the
main building to the north isthe two story Barton House (¢ 1925, renovaied 1935). It
conggts of awoaod frame ssction facing Hanoodk Stret and a brick rear section extending
beck toward Grove Stret. Thefront saction isdgpboard dad and faces athree-bay gadle
end to the street. Cdonid Revivd style detals indude a panded entry with massve
arched hood and 6/6 sash. A ane sory sunporch gretches dong the south devation. The
brick section digolays a bracketed entry adjacent to the frame section, and twin facade
gables onthe eet devaion. Howard House (1927) gands north of Barton on Hanoodk
Sredt, and isatypicd Cdonid Revivd style dweling of the period. Riang 2 12 goriesto
agadlerodf, itis dgpboard dad ad it digolays athree bay facade centered on an entry
with Tuscan porch. To the eest are the atached Hume Hou8«( 1926) and Harding East
and Wes (1550, NR 9-4-56) both of which are two-story dagpboard-dad sructures
endosad by gable roofs. Humg aconverted barn, isasmple Cdonid Revivd style
resdence facing athree bay facade southward toward the interior of the lot. A sunporch
comnadtsit to Harding East and West which isthe oldest sructurein the complex.
Desgned in the Itdianate style, Hardingisa2 122 sory dgoboard dad structure
endosad by agableroof with pared brackets. Entries, framed by dde lights and transoms
and fronted by porches with panded podts, are located on the southwest and southeest
devaions. Othe featares indude atwo story bay window (SV), aaoss gde (), ad
windows with 6/6 sseh and labd moldings Eddy House (1954-7), which dands to the
outhwest and faces Grove Strest, isadandard five bay Cgoe Thetwo garages ae
three-bay structures with duminum sding and corrugated metd roofs. A

Verbal Boundary Descriptions & justification:

The nomination is confined to the eight buildings which gand on the two |ots owned by
the Wdker Missonay Home at Goove and Hanoodk Street. The boundaries, which follow
these lot lines reflect the current haldings o the Homeas wall asits hitorica
devdopment. Ore other building, historically assodated with the Home gands north of
the district at Hanoodk and Fem Stredts at too great a disance to be induded in the
nomination.
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HISTORICAL SGNIACANCE (cont.)

The oldest building in the complex, 161-163 Grove Street (Harding East and West
NR:9-12-66) wes built ¢ 1650 as afamily resdence by Revaend Harding, ane of severd
locd minigtersinvolved in goeculative red edtate. In the mid- 1680s Harding built a new
Mansard style house at the westerly end o the lot at the comer of Hanoodk and Grove
Srests, moving thereand sdling 161 -163 Grove Strest. As Mrs. Waker's enterprise
grew, de eventudly expanded into the Harding's new house Destroyed by firein 1911,
the Harding's house was replaced by the present main building of the complex. Walker
House (144 Hanoodk Stredt), desgned by Codlidge and Calson and completed in 1913
Hery J Calson, aNeamton resdent, was &*axiated with Josgoh Codlidge from 1903 to
1922, Codidge and Cadson were best known for their collegistework at Harvard, Betes
and Wdledey Cdleges

In the period of greatest expangon sevard sgparate resdences were added to the
complex and in the late thirties extengve landscapii” was done under the care of a noted
locd landscgpe architect, Herbert |ellaway. Reverend Harding's origind house (161 -163
Grove Strest), owned for many years by near-by Lasdl Junior Cdlege ws repurchased
from Lasdl in 1925 Renovated to aregte two gpartmentsiit is known as Harding East
and West. Further resdentid goece wes cregted with the renovation of an adjacent
nineteenth century barn which became Hume House (165 Grove Strest) in 1926 and
Howard House (132 Goove Strest), builtin 1927. Barton Honse (136 Hanoodk Strest),
which isatached to 144 Grove Sirest, was enlarged in 1937 with the addition of a brick
wing. Two, three-car garages added in 1927 and 1937 respectivdly, and ancther
resdentid building known as Eddy House (169 Grove Sirest), desgned by Newton
architect Albert Erader in 1954, complee the inventory of structures bdonging to the
Wdke Missonay Homg Inc. Mrs Wakea's house at 103-107 Hanoodk . was sold by
the Corporaion in this century and is no longer apart o the Wakea Hare complex.




BARIOK HOUSE (named after Dr. and Mrs. James L.

P.irton) accommodates 20 adult missionaries.

Why notna))ie Walker  hiissionary
Homes, Incorporated, ojAubumdale,

yiass., inyour will?

1

HUME HOUSB (a gift in honor of Rev. Dr. Robert .\.
Hume of India), HAKDING EAST ad HARDING WBST
provide furnished homesfor families.

HOWARD HOUSE (agift by her daughters, in memory
of Mrs. Ruth L. Howard of Worcester, Mass.), isfor
the use of amissionary family on furlough.

WALKER HOUSE (named in honor of the founder,
Mrs. Eliza Harding Walker) is for children; dsofor
trandents. |t .iccommodates thirty-five.

Giftsfor Endowment are a con-
stant and rewarding means of help-
ing the missionary when he needsit

most.

ro
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Newton, Mass. MRA - 19dd - Walker Missonary Home Inc.

Street Address Historic Name Date style Status

161-63 Grove Street Harding Eagt & West  C1650 Italianate C

165 Grove Street . Hume Hous= 1926 R C

167 Grove Street N Eddy House 1957 Cae NC

136 Hancodk Street . Howrd House 1927 R C

136 Hancodk Street * Barton House 1925/1937 R C

144 Hanoodk Street VWdke House 1913 @R C
Hanoodk Street Garages 1927/1937  Utilitarian NC

1 oN o0 @

0 e
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NATI ONAL REG STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
REVI EW COMMENTS

Wal ker Hone for Missionary Children (Newton MA
M ddl esex County, M\

This documentation i sconfusing and i t does not include a cogent,
justified statement of significance. Please reevaluate the
information provided which i sprimarily descriptive and general
and develop a compelling, substantiated statement concerning the
property's importance. Pl ease back this up with sufficient
photos (one photo of one building i snot enough) and a sketch nap
labelled with building names and their contributing or
noncontributing classifications toconvey a clear understanding
of theproperty's historic character.

Pl ease specify an approriate period of significance for the
property. The property i snot justified forexceptional

I mportance through 1954 (as indicated on page #1 andt he
construction date attributed tothe Eddy House at the end of t he
arch, sig, statement) nor through 1957 (as indicated i n the
beginning of thearch, sig, statement),

Pl ease specify and justify applicable area(s) of significance for
eligibility under criterion A What particular, integral role
did theinstitution play i nAubumdal e' shistorical growth and
devel opment ?

Architecturally what exactly does this property represent? |Is
its importance under criterion Cmerely forthe individual

I mportance of theWl ker and Harding buildings? Wen was Wl ker
House constructed?—post-1911 i stheonly clue provided. Wy is
the Wal ker House unusual forretaining domestic character at an
institutional scale? Many early 20th-century institutional
buildings were rendered 1 nprimarily domestic nodes; forthis
reason i t seens representative rather than unusual,

It 1 sconfusing that theproperty located at 161-163 Grove Street
is first referred toby itsstreet address inthehist, sig,
statement, and then by itshistoric name (Harding East and West)
without cross references. | naddition, 2 different dates are
indicated for this property's previous individual listing in the
National Register, 9-4-86 i scorrect. Please revise the
incorrect reference to 9-12-86.
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AR 2 - 199
NATIONAL
REGISTER

April 6, 1992

Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127 -

Dear Ms. Shull: ' b - ! ' L

Encl osed youwill find thefollowing resubmtted nom nation:

Wal ker Hone f or t heM ssionary Children, Newton My 144 Hancock Street,
Newt on (M ddl esex County), Massachusetts.

The enclosed informationaddresses al | theconcerns raised i nBeth Savage's
National Register Return Sheet, dated February 16, 1990. | f you have any
questions regarding theenclosed informationplease do not hesitate t ocontact
ne at this office.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmission

encl osure

cc: Gretchen Schuler, Newton Historical Conmm ssion

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonoagh, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470 .

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary





