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Area Letter Form numbers In this Area 

A - 07 
1 

Town NEWTON 

Name of Area { I f any) walker Home for 

Missionary Children - 144 Hancock Street 

Present Use missionary use 

General Date or Period ca. 1850-1940 

General Condition good 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area indicating properties within i t . 
Nuntxer each property for which Individual 
inventory fonK have been co«pleted. 
Label streets including route numbers. I f 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 

» sheet I f space here Is not sufficient). 

Acreage 63.467 sg. f t / 1.45 acres 

Recorded by candace Jenkins/Susan Abele 

Organization Newton nistor i c a l Comm. 

Date 1/87: rev. 5/88; rev. 11/90 

See Attached Assessor's Map 

UTM REFERENCE 19/314540/4689920 

USGS QUADRANGLE 
SCALE 1:25000 

Natick 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 
The Walker M i s s i o n a r y Home complex possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
d e s i g n , s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t p r i m a r i l y f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h t h e Walker Home f o r 
M i s s i o n a r y C h i l d r e n founded i n 1868. The Walker Home i s i m p o r t a n t both 
as an i n s t i t u t i o n s e r v i n g m i s s i o n a r i e s and f o r i t s r o l e i n t eh 
development of Aubumdale. The complex a l s o i n c l u d e s two b u i l d i n g s of 

J i n d i v i d u a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l m e r i t (Walker and H a r d i n g ) , and as a whole, 
i l l u s t r a t e s the development of an i n s t i t u t i o n t o serve m i s s i o n a r i e s . I t 
meets c r i t e r i a A & C of the NRHP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe ImporUnt architectural features and evaluate In teras of 
other areas within the comaunlty. 

The Walker M i s s i o n a r y Home complex, at t h e corner of Grove and Hancock 
S t r e e t s , c o n s i s t s of e i g h t b u i l d i n g s c o n s t r u c t e d between 1850 and 1957. 
The most conspicuous component i s Walker House ( 1 9 1 3 ) , a massive b r i c k 
s t r u c t u r e whose d e s i g n r e f l e c t s t h e C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l s t y l e . A l t h o u g h 
blown-up t o the s c a l e of an i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g , i t r e t a i n s a domestic 
c h a r a c t e r i n keeping w i t h the s u r r o u n d i n g r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. 
Dominated by a s l a t e gambrel r o o f , i t has br i d g e d chimneys, shed r o o f 
dormers on the lower s l o p e , h i p r o o f dormers on the upper s l o p e , and 

, c e n t r a l g a b l e . The main body of the b u i l d i n g i s o n l y one s t o r y . The 
sy m m e t r i c a l facade i s o r g a n i z e d around a d o u b l e - l e a f 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t ) 

<• 2. > , I ;n>i(i- .41, J 

HISTORtCAll SIGNIFICANCE %xp1afn fiflstorlcal 'imporUnce of are* ind how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community* 

Mrs. E l i z a Walker, widow of an American m i s s i o n a r y t o Turkey founded the 
Walker Home f o r M i s s i o n a r y C h i l d r e n i n 1868. R e t u r n i n g t o Aubumdale 
a f t e r her husband's d e a t h , Mrs. Walker moved i n t o a house at 103-107 
Hancock S t r e e t , b u i l t f o r her Dy her f a t h e r the Reverend Sewell Harding. 

, I n or d e r t o support h e r s e l f , Mrs. Walker, under the aegis of the American 
Board of M i s s i o n a r i e s , began t o take i n c h i l d r e n of m i s s i o n a r i e s 
s t a t i o n e d around t he w o r l d , p r o v i d i n g a s a f e , s u p e r v i s e d home and 

y' e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n the Newton school system. M i s s i o n a r i e s on 
5,. f u r l o u g h and r e t i r e d m i s s i o n a r y f a m i l i e s a l s o found r e f u g e i n Mrs. 
i ^ ^ Walker's home. A f t e r Mrs. Walker's d e a t h , d e d i c a t e d s t a f f and community 

members c o n t i n u e d t o support t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n which reached a peak of 
o p e r a t i o n m the n i n e t e e n t w e n t i e s and t h i r t i e s . I n c o r p o r a t e d i n 1929 as 
a s e p a r a t e e n t i t y under the American Board of M i s s i o n a r i e s , i t became 
known as i t i s to d a y , as The Walker M i s s i o n a r y Home, I n c . Together w i t h 
n e i g h b o r i n g L a s e l l J u n i o r C o l l e g e , the Walker Home has been an i n t e g r a l 
p a r t of the growth and development of Aubumdale and a f t e r more than 120 
years of c o n t i n u o u s o p e r a t i o n , the Home c o n t i n u e s t o support i t s 
e d u c a t i o n a l and r e l i g i o u s m i s s i o n 

CIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES *̂  

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t ) 

B u i l d i n g Department Records 144 Hancock S t r e e t , VF - Jackson Homestead 
Newton Times 10/22/15, A H i s t o r y of the Walker M i s s i o n a r y Home, F i e l d , 
B i o g r a p h i c a l D i c t i o n a r y of American A r c h i t e c t s , Withy. 
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Home 

Indicate each item on inventory form vs-hich is being continued belot^-. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGHIFICAHCE (cont.) 
entry flanked by side lights and protected by a Tuscan porch. Single vrindows with 6/6 
sash directly flank the entry, while three part bowed windows are located in the outer 
bays. Most other windows contain 6/6 sash. , 

Scattered behind the main building are two metal clad garages and five dwellings, all but 
one of which are wood-frame, and some of which are interconnected. Directly behind the 
main building to the north is the two story Barton House (c 1925, renovated 1935). It 
consists of a wood frame section facing Hancock Street and a brick rear section extending 
back toward Grove Street. The front section is clapboard clad and faces a three-bay gable 
end to the street. Colonial Revival style details include a paneled entry with massive 
arched hood and 6/6 sash. A one story sunporch stretches along the south elevation. The 
brick section displays a bracketed entry adjacent to the frame section, and twin facade 
gables on the east elevation. Howard House (1927) stands north of Barton on Hancock 
Street, and is a typical Colonial Revival style dwelling of the period. Rising 2 1/2 stories to 
a gable roof, it is clapboard clad and it displays a three bay facade centered on an entry 
with Tuscan porch. To the east are the attached Hume Hou8«( 1926) and Harding East 
and West (1550, NR: 9-4-56) both of which are two-story clapboard-clad structures 
enclosed by gable roofs. Hume, a converted barn, is a simple Colonial Revival style 
residence facing a three bay facade southward toward the interior of the lot. A sunporch 
connects it to Harding East and West which is the oldest structure in the complex. 
Designed in the Italianate style, Harding is a 2 1/2 story clapboard clad structure 
enclosed by a gable roof with paired brackets. Entries, framed by side lights and transoms 
and fronted by porches with paneled posts, are located on the southwest and southeast 
elevations. Other featares include a two story bay window (SW), a cross gable (SE), and 
windows with 6/6 sash and label moldings. Eddy House (1954-7), which stands to the 
southwest and faces Grove Street, is a standard five bay Cape. The two garages are 
three-bay structures with aluminum siding and corrugated metal roofs. ^ 

Verbal Boundary Descriptions & justification: 
The nomination is confined to the eight buildings which stand on the two lots owned by 
the Walker Missionary Home at Grove and Hancock Street. The boundaries, which follow 
these lot lines reflect the current holdings of the Home as wall as its historical 
development. One other building, historically associated with the Home, stands north of 
the district at Hancock and Fern Streets, at too great a distance to be included in the 
nomination. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 
The oldest building in the complex, 161-163 Grove Street (Harding East and West 
NR:9-12-66) was built c 1650 as a family residence by Reverend Harding, one of several 
local ministers involved in speculative real estate. In the mid- 1660s Harding built a new 
Mansard style house at the westerly end of the lot at the corner of Hancock and Grove 
Streets, moving there and selling 161 -163 Grove Street. As Mrs. Walker's enterprise 
grew, she eventually expanded into the Harding's new house. Destroyed by fire in 1911, 
the Harding's house was replaced by the present main building of the complex. Walker 
House (144 Hancock Street), designed by Coolidge and Carlson and completed in 1913 
Henry J. Carlson, a Newton resident, was a^axiated with Joseph Coolidge from 1903 to 
1922. Coolidge and Carlson were best known for their collegiate work at Harvard, Bates 
and Wellesley Colleges. 

In the period of greatest expansion several separate residences were added to the 
complex and in the late thirties extensive landscapii^ was done under the care of a noted 
local landscape architect, Herbert lellaway. Reverend Harding's original house (161 -163 
Grove Street), owned for many years by near-by Lasall Junior College was repurchased 
from Lasall in 1925- Renovated to create two apartments it is known as Harding East 
and West. Further residential space was created with the renovation of an adjacent 
nineteenth century barn which became Hume House (165 Grove Street) in 1926 and 
Howard House (132 Grove Street), built in 1927. Barton Honse (136 Hancock Street), 
which is attached to 144 Grove Street, was enlarged in 1937 with the addition of a brick 
wing. Two, three-car garages, added in 1927 and 1937 respectively, and another 
residential building known as Eddy House (169 Grove Street), designed by Newton 
architect Albert Ereider in 1954, complete the inventory of structures belonging to the 
Walker Missionary Home, Inc. Mrs. Walker's house at 103-107 Hancock St. was sold by 
the Corporation in this century and is no longer a part of the Walker Home complex. 



BARIOK HOUSE (named after Dr. and Mrs. James L. 
P.irton) accommodates 20 adult missionaries. 

HUME HOUSB (a gift in honor of Rev. Dr. Robert .\. 
Hume of India), HAKDING EAST and HARDING WBST 
provide furnished homes for families. 

WALKER HOUSE (named in honor of the founder, 
Mrs. Eliza Harding Walker) is for children; also for 
transients. It .iccommodates thirty-five. 

Why notna))ie Walker hiissionary 

Homes, Incorporated, ojAubumdale, 

yiass., in your will? 

1 
HOWARD HOUSE (a gift by her daughters, in memory 

of Mrs. Ruth L. Howard of Worcester, Mass.), is for 
the use of a missionary family on furlough. 

Gifts f o r Endowment are a con­

stant and rewarding means of help­

ing the missionary when he needs i t 

most. ' 

ro 



T/jf Grm't Street corner of the Wiilker -
llau.se, u i th SHperintelideilt LtRrn ? 

NTO t/>i.i Home are f^iithercd ))nsnonaries from 
X /Ifr/ca, China, japan, hulia, Turkey aihl the 

I ilanilt (if the Pai ific who are on Imioufiji with 

The l.'u/t,e, 
i/e.icnhei/ el\euhert 

The Harding dup/e.x ajiartn/cnt.f for 
two faniilie\, coinplitnl in l')2(t. 
A tenni t court and play i^roiind.t beyond 

their fiiiiiilies; also chihiren whose parent\ are on 
the mission fields, and simple niisMonarics on /.'/;• 
loi/yj). A reritahle rejiit^e and n ilnif^ place fur all. 3> 

-a 



Newton, Mass. MRA - 19dd - Walker Missionary Home, Inc. 

Street Address Historic Name Date style Status 

161-63 Grove Street Harding East & West C1650 Italianate C 
165 Grove Street . Hume House 1926 CR C 
167 Grove Street ^ Eddy House 1957 Cape NC 
136 Hancock Street . Howrd House 1927 CR C 
136 Hancock Street * Barton House 1925/1937 CR C 
144 Hancock Street Vv'alker House 1913 CR C 

Hancock Street Garages 1927/1937 Utilitarian NC 

1 • '":'>.̂;" • • •• . 
.-%,.. • 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REVIEW COMMENTS 

Walker Home f o r Missionary Children (Newton MRA) * 
Middlesex County, MA , 1 

This documentation i s confusing and i t does not include a cogent, 
j u s t i f i e d statement of s i g n i f i c a n c e . Please reevaluate the : 
info r m a t i o n provided which i s p r i m a r i l y d e s c r i p t i v e and general 
and develop a compelling, substantiated statement concerning the 
property's importance. Please back t h i s up wit h s u f f i c i e n t 
photos (one photo of one b u i l d i n g i s not enough) and a sketch map 
l a b e l l e d w i t h b u i l d i n g names and t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i n g or 
nonc o n t r i b u t i n g c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s to convey a clear understanding 
of the property's h i s t o r i c character. 

Please specify an app r o r i a t e period of s i g n i f i c a n c e f or the 
prop e r t y . The property i s not j u s t i f i e d f o r exceptional '. 
importance through 1954 (as indic a t e d on page #1 and the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n date a t t r i b u t e d to the Eddy House at the end of the 
arch, s i g , statement) nor through 1957 (as indic a t e d i n the 
beginning of the arch, s i g , statement), 

Please specify and j u s t i f y a p p l i c a b l e area(s) of s i g n i f i c a n c e f or / i 
e l i g i b i l i t y under c r i t e r i o n A, What p a r t i c u l a r , i n t e g r a l r o l e 
d i d the i n s t i t u t i o n play i n Aubumdale's h i s t o r i c a l growth and 
development? 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y what ex a c t l y does t h i s property represent? I s 
i t s importance under c r i t e r i o n C merely f o r the i n d i v i d u a l 
importance of the Walker and Harding bui l d i n g s ? When was Walker 
House constructed?—post-1911 i s the only clue provided. Why i s 
the Walker House unusual f or r e t a i n i n g domestic character at an 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l scale? Many e a r l y 20th-century i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
b u i l d i n g s were rendered i n p r i m a r i l y domestic modes; for t h i s „j 
reason i t seems repr e s e n t a t i v e rather than unusual, 

I t i s confusing t h a t the property located at 161-163 Grove Street 
i s f i r s t r e f e r r e d to by i t s s t r e e t address i n the h i s t , s i g , ..̂  
statement, and then by i t s h i s t o r i c name (Harding East and West) * i 
without cross references. In a d d i t i o n , 2 d i f f e r e n t dates are ^ " . 
indicated for this property's previous individual listing in the . " ^ 
National Register, 9-4-86 i s c o r r e c t . Please revise the '"5 
i n c o r r e c t reference to 9-12-86. ^ 
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u ^ J u W H 
APR 2 - 1992 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 - ' 

Dear Ms. Shull: ' ' ' - ;. . ' ' . ' " • 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following resubmitted nomination: 

Walker Home for the Missionary Children, Newton MRA, 144 Hancock Street, 
Newton (Middlesex County), Massachusetts. 

The enclosed information addresses a l l the concerns raised i n Beth Savage's 
National Register Return Sheet, dated February 16, 1990. I f you have any 
questions regarding the enclosed information please do not hesitate to contact 
me at t h i s o f f i c e . . 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Gretchen Schuler, Newton H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

-i 1. i 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonoagh, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 . , 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 




