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Town Salem 00 ^ 

Address 3 9 E'ssex S t r e e t 

Historic Name W i l l i a m Murray House 

Use: Present Residence 

Or ig ina l Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c a . 16 88 

Source Deed r e s e a r c h 

F i r s t P e r i o d core/Second Period 
^ t y i e e x t e r i o r 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric 

Outbuildings None 

Clapboards 

Major Alterations (with dates) Addition 
on Essex St. s i d e , ca. 180 0-1825 ; r o o i 
of r e a r p a r t r a i s e d , ca. 1800 

Condition Good 

Hoved No Date N / A 

Acreace l e s s than one acre 

Sett ing C i t y s t r e e t of c l o s e l y spaced 

18 th and 19 th c e n t u r v houses 

REFERENCE _ 

GS CU;d3RANGLE 

Z E N 

19 / 345-080 / 4709-400 

Salem 

1:25,000 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Orcanizatlcn 

Q ẐS June 1986 

Boston U n i v e r s i t v 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The W i l l i a m Murray House has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s and 
workmanship m i t s two F i r s t Period frames which embody d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n under C r i t e r i o n C. The growth 
of the house by the a d d i t i o n of a second c e l l s t i l l i n the F i r s t Period 
i s t y p i c a l of a l a r g e r group of F i r s t Period houses. The c o n t r a s t i n 
form and c o n s t r u c t i o n between the c. 1688 and the e a r l y 18th c. p a r t s of 
the house allows us t o d e f i n e the e v o l u t i o n of F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g 
techniques i n a given area. I f the F i r s t Period f i n i s h e s now concealed 
w i t h i n the w a l l s are exposed i n the f u t u r e , we w i l l have an o p p o r t u n i t y 
to study f u r t h e r features of what was apparently o r i g i n a l l y an 
e l a b o r a t e l y decorated Salem house, thus making the house s i g n i f i c a n t f o r 
C r i t e r i o n D, as w e l l . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The W i l l i a m Murray house i s s i x bays long, 2 1/2 s t o r i e s i n height and 
one room deep. The three easternmost bays ( f a r t h e s t from Essex St.) 
enclose the o r i g i n a l c. 1688 s i n g l e c e l l house. That house had overhangs 
on the south and east facades and a roof p i t c h comparable to the current 
''Ŝ ,̂̂  ^ "^^^^ "̂̂ "̂  °^ house. The three bays on the west were 
added e a r l y 18th century. I n the l a t e 18th or e a r l y 19th century the 
InS^H^^ '•̂ 'K̂ '̂  ^° ^ shallower p i t c h on the o r i g i n a l p a r t of the house 
and the overhangs concealed behind a f l u s h w a l l . When the house was 
res t o r e d i n 1980 beaded clapboards were i n s t a l l e d on the west p a r t 
P l a i n clapboards remain on the east p a r t . The e x t e r i o r has v e r t i c a l l y 
a l i g ned Second Period s t y l e sash windows and simple doorways, two on the 
south and one on the n o r t h . The c e n t r a l chimney was b u i l t i n 1980. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s are v i s i b l e only i n the u p s t a i r s chamber on the 
Essex St. side of the house, i n the k i t c h e n connecting to t h a t chamber 
which IS a c t u a l l y i n the c. 1688 p a r t of the house and i n the s t a i r h a l l 
of the o r i g i n a l house. More F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s were examined and 
documented by Salem Woodworker, Kenneth Towey when he renovated the house 
i n 1980. Because of cost Towey d i d not r e s t o r e a l l of the o r i g i n a l 
f i n i s h e s he found. He chose instead t o leave the f i n i s h e s i n t a c t f o r 
possible f u t u r e r e s t o r a t i o n and b u i l d new w a l l s i n f r o n t of them F i r s t 
Period f e a t u r e s known t o be concealed by the l a t e r w a l l s are described 
below. 

The e a r l i e r frame i n the eastern end of the house i s exposed i n the 
k i t c h e n o f f the west chamber. There, a s l i g h t l y shouldered post supports 
a c. 9 inch wide pine summer t i e beam decorated w i t h 1 1/2 inch f l a t 
chamfers, lamb's tongue stops and p i p s . The r e s t of the framing beams 
are now boxed, but, according t o Towey, they e x h i b i t s i m i l a r decoration 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t om 
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In the south s t a i r h a l l on the second f l o o r , a single post i s exposed and 
displays a f l a t chamfer with lamb's tongue stop at the top of the post 
and triangular stop at the bottom. 

There was a framed overhang 18 inches deep on the south wall of the 
o r i g i n a l house. Towey found evidence that four drops hung fron the 
overhang and that the space between the inner g i r t and the overhanging 
g i r t was plastered. There was a 10 inch framed overhang on the east end 
of the house now enclosed inside an added 8 foot wide bay. Again, the 
space between the inner and outer g i r t s was plastered. The corner made 
by the two overhangs was supported by a diagonal brace i n the wall above. 

In the a t t i c of the e a r l i e r part of the house, several o r i g i n a l r a f t e r s , 
l e f t i n place when the roof was raised, give evidence of the o r i g i n a l 
steep p i t c h and of the p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r , common p u r l i n framing system of 
the f i r s t roof. 

In the west end of the house, added i n the early 18th century, Towey 
uncovered the beams i n the downstairs room. In the process of i n s t a l l i n g 
new boxes. The beams were clean and p a r t i a l l y chamfered as though the 
decision to case the beams had been made only a f t e r the carpenter had 
started to chamfer them. I n the upstairs room, Towey found that the 
beams were intended to be exposed and were finished with narrow, f l a t 
chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The two halves of the house were owned separately from 1759 u n t i l the mid 
19th century, so there are two small lobbies with staircases side by 
side. The southernmost staircase i s trimmed with turned balusters of 
late Second Period p r o f i l e . During the restoration of 1980, Towey, a 
s k i l l e d woodworker, fashioned Second Period s t y l e fireplace wall t r i m for 
the west room and chamber, while i n the east room he created oak f i n i s h 
and t r i m i n a la t e 19th century Colonial Revival Style. 

REFERENCES 

Summary of Ownership h i s t o r y , Salem H i s t o r i c a l Commission f i l e s . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 
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Multiple Name 

This property i s l i s t e d in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject 
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation. 

03/09/90 
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The correct scale f o r the sketch map i s 1"=100'. 
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