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Address 39 E'ssex Street

Historic Nare William Murray House

Use: Present Residence
Original Residence
DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1688

Source Deed research

. First Period core/Second Period
Myi e exterior

Architect Unknown

Exterior Wl Fabric ¢l apboards

Outbuildings None

Mgor Alterations (with dates) Addition
on Essex St. side, ca. 1800-1825; rooi

of rear part raised, ca. 1800
Condition God

Hoved No Date N/A
Acreace less than one acre

Setting City street of closely spaced

18th and 19th centurv houses

Recorded by Anne Grady

Orcanizatlcn Boston University

Q¥ZS June 1986
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Wil liam Murray House has integrity of location, design, materials and
wor kmanship m its two First Period frames which enbody distinctive
characteristics of form and constructionunder Criterion C The growth

of the house by the addition of a second cell still inthe First Period
is typical of a larger group of First Period houses. The contrast in

form and construction between the c. 1688 and the early 18th c. parts of
the house allows us to define the evolution of First Period building
techniques i na given area. | f the First Period finishes now concealed
within the walls are exposed i nthe future, we will have an opportunity
to study further features of what was apparently originally an

el aborately decorated Salem house, thus making the house significant for

Criterion D as well.
EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The William Murray house i s si x bays long, 2 1/2 stories i nheight and
one room deep. The three easternmost bays (farthest from Essex St.)
enclose the original c. 1688 single cell house. That house had overhangs
on the south and east facades and a roof pitch comparable to the current
RS AT TAAA NN O N house. The three bays on the west were
added early 18th century. I nthe late 18th or early 19th century the

| NSAHAN tentgyen A A ghallower pitch on the original part of the house
and the overhangs concealed behind a flush wall. Wen the house was
restored i n 1980 beaded clapboards were installed on the west part

Plain clapboards remain on the east part. The exterior has vertically
aligned Second Period style sash windows and simple doorways, two on the
south and one on the north. The central chimey was built i n 1980.

MAICOR FI RST PER CD FEATURES

First Period features are visible only i nthe upstairs chanber on the
Essex St. side of the house, i nthe kitchen connecting to that chanber
which IS actually inthe c. 1688 part of the house and i nthe stairhal

of the original house. More First Period features were exam ned and
documented by Sal em Wbodwor ker, Kenneth Towey when he renovated the house
in 1980. Because of cost Towey di d not restore al | of the origina
finishes he found. He chose instead to |leave the finishes intact for
possible future restoration and build new walls i nfront of them First
Period features known t o be concealed by the later walls are described

bel ow.

The earlier frame i nthe eastern end of the house i s exposed i nthe
kitchen of f the west chanmber. There, a slightly shouldered post supports
a c. 9 inch wide pine sumer ti e beam decorated with 1 1/2 inch flat
chanfers, lamb's tongue stops and pips. The rest of the fram ng beans
are now boxed, but, according to Towey, they exhibit similar decoration

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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In t hesouth stairhall on thesecond floor, a single post i sexposed and
displays a flat chanfer with lanmb's tongue stop at thetopof the post
and triangular stop at the bottom

There was a framed overhang 18 inches deep on t hesouth wall of the
original house. Towey found evidence that four drops hung fronthe
overhang and that t hespace between theinner girt and t he overhanging
girt was plastered. There was a 10 inch framed overhang on t he east end
of thehouse now enclosed inside an added 8 foot wi de bay. Again, the
space between t heinner and outer girts was plastered. The corner nade
by thetwo overhangs was supported by a diagonal brace i nthewall above.

part of t hehouse, several original rafters,

In theattic of theearlier . ( _ T
left 1 nplace when theroof was raised, give evidence of the original
stheepf).puch afnd of theprincipal rafter, common purlin framng systemof
the first roof.

In thewest end of thehouse, added i ntheearly 18thcentury, Towey
uncovered t hebeans i nthedownstairs room | ntheprocess of installing
new boxes. The beans were clean and partially chanfered as thoughthe
decision t ocase thebeanms had been nade only after thecarpenter had
started tochanfer them I ntheupstairs room Towey found that the
beans were intended t o be exposed and were finished with narrow, flat

chanfers and lanb's tongue stops.
LATER S| GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The two halves of t hehouse were owned separatelﬁ from 1759 until the md
19th century, so there aretwo small |obbies with staircases side by

side. The southernmost staircase i strimmed with turned balusters of

|ate Second Period profile. During therestoration of 1980, Towey, a
skilled woodworker, fashioned Second Period style fireplace wall trim for
the west room and chanber, while i ntheeast room he created oak finish
and trim i na late 19thcentury Colonial Revival Style.

REFERENCES

Summary of Ownership history, SalemHistorical Comm ssion files.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi
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This property i slistedinthe National Register of Historic Places
in accordance with the attached nom nation docunentation subject
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendnents,
notw thstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nom nation docunentation.
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A gnatxper' of the Keener Date of Action

Anended Items i n Nom nation:
Geographi cal Data; WBD

The correct scale for the sketch map i s 1"=100".

This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MSHQ by
t el ephone.
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