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1. Name of Property
historic name Merrimack Associates Building
other names/site number Grad Building

2. Location

Street & number. 7% | or.ust Strftfit not for publication
city or town. Haverhill vicinity
state Massachusetts .code MA county Essex .code 009 zip code 01830

3- State/Federal Agenny Cerfifitiation

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H*omination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Bineets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide Q”ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

lonal Park Service Certification
herfby certify that this property is: iturfilof the Keepe | /\/\f Date of Action
'entered in the National Register t
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
O other (explain):



Merrimacl< Associates Building
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
Xjpmaie > building(s)
_ public-local __ district
_ public-State __site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instnjctions)

INDUSTRY/manufacturing facilitv

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER/paneled brick/earlv 20" century Classical Rev.

Narrative Description

Essex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
. structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling

IVlaterials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick

walls brick, wood, metal
roof rubber
other concrete, aluminum

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Merrimack Assodaes Building isStuated in Haverhill, MA, acity located north of Boston
adong the Mearimack River. The proparty is neer the center of the city, just north of downtown
Waghington Sireet in an areathat typically wes developed for industrid uses later than the
maority of those on Washington Srest (NRDIS, 10/14/76). Once characterized by shoerdated
factories and budnesses st shoulder-to-shoulder, the area hes logt some buildings and retained a
few of the significant factory buildings. Tothe eedt, the Merrimack Assodates Building bedks up
to the Haverhill Board of Trede Building (NRIND 9/28/2007), a precursor to the Merrimack
Assodates Building, that was desgned by the same architect, C. Willis Damon.

Among the remaining factories north of the Washington Strest Shoe District, the Merrimack
Asodaes Building's an intact example of an early 20*-century speculative indudtrial building.
Built of red brick with concrete sills and flat-arched brick lintels, itiseight dories in height st on
alow besemant and rising to aflat roof. Rectangular in plan (saven bayswide by fifteen bays
degp), the building occupies dmod itsentire lot. Located a the middle of the block onthe eest
Sde of Locugt Stredt, the lot dopes down from west to eedt gpproximately one-haf agory. It is
built of typical mill congruction with brick masonry, load-bearing exterior walls and aheavy
timber interior frame. Shrubsae now planted aong the north and south borders of the lot. A

;  rehabilitation of the building, completed in 2007, arested 32 residentia units and rebuilt or
resored some origina features of the building, which are indluded in this description.

Large windows, Soeced regularly a eech Sory, dominate every facade, grestly reducing the ratio
of solid wall to window opening. The windows are duminum replacamentswith insulated glass
(Photo 8) The secondary devations (north, south, esst) have 66 saeh, reflecting the fenedtration
shown on the original 1913 architectural drawings and in historic photographs. A grand 2/2-gory
rounded arch marks the main entrance to the building on the wes fagade, which dso contains the
only architecturd details: decorative brickwork, gorefronts, and ametd comice.

Fepede (West) Elevation
The main entranceto the Merrimack Assodaes Building a 25 Locust Strest is centered on the

wes fafade, facing Locugt Street. (Photo 1) A 214-gory entrance pavilion terminates in a round
brick arch and projects very dightly from the plane of the feade. Two-gory pilasters with
capitds of corbd courgesand adentil course aupport the arch, which is dso detaled with brick
dentils. A reoessaed round arch framed with rowlock brick is st within the main arch. Bdow this
achisardativey undardaed entrance arectangular opening cappad with abrick flat arch. The
wood-and-glass pand door, indaled in 2007, hes an upper glass pand basad on the proportions
of the original. The present entrance hes asingle door with Sddights to meet code; the origind
contained double doors. The spandrd pand ebove the entrance isframed by a soldier course ad
filled with brick in Hemish bond with burnt heeders Two large window openings are Sacked
above the entrance benegth the arch. The upper window hes arounded upper sseh tofit the shepe

(continued)
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of the arch; the lower window hes 82 saah. A repessed brick spandrd pand Sits between the
upper and lower windows. (Photo 2) Asthe main gair isdirectly behind the center bay, the
windows into the stair are offset from the rest of the windows by ahalf story. The windows above
the arch are contained within avertical recesssd pand. These windows are configured with 82
saeh, with the exception of the uppamog window in the center bay, which contains a window
mimicking its historic triple-hung sseh and istdler than the others beow becauseit is open to the
top run of dairs.

At dreet levd, the entrance isflankedon @ther Sde by agtorefront. The Sorefronts are framed by
the entrance pilagters and matching two-gtory pilagters a the northeast and southeest comers of
the building. The storefronts have baan rebuih to reflect the design on the original drawing and
historic photographs. Framed in wood the sorefronts mirror eech ather, with low skirt pands ad
large digplay windows topped by atransom window. The glazed transom contains eiched glass to
uggest the former multilight window that hed bean located in the originals. The storefronts are
goaned by a large, flat, cagt-iron lintel, above which isametd goandrd pand with rectangular
rased pands The second gtory hes ane large window opening in bays 1-3 and bays5-7. A plain
metd lintel cgps each opening. The duminum replacement windows reflect the originalswith a
centrd fixed light of glassflankedby 2/1 windows. The fenedtration on ether Sde ofthe centra
bay a dories 3-8 condgts of three evenly goeoed windowswith brick mullions and adhared sill.
ThesdlIs ae cantilevered brick, cgoped with concrete. Decorative brick gpandrd pands st
betwean each sory match that above the entrance consgting of abrick soldier course framing
brick in Hemish bond with burnt heeders A projecting, denticulated brick betcourse ssparates
the sixth and saventh gtories on the outer bays The dringcourse continues around the cormers to
either 9de for only about two feet. The faBede is capped with an overhanging metd comice that
extends around the comers to the north and south by less than one bay.

Thenorth and south devations of the building are very similar. (Photos 3, 4) There are flfteen
bays on each of the eight gories. On the north devation, the window openings hed not bean
dtered except for the rgplacement of the windowsthemsdves Now 66 duminum seehes have
bemn indaled to match the original fenestration. The hinges from metd fire shutters are till
atached to the wall on @ther 9de of the windows, but the fire shutters have been removed. The
shutters may have bean added when abakery was located next door, to the north of this building.
At thefirst story, agtorefront window islocated a the northwest comer and contains a fixed
digplay window and transom.

The south devation isidentica to the northin the number of bays and replacement windows,
dthough the south eevation does not show evidence of having fire shutters on thewindows.
Matching the north, the first bay on thefirst gory was formerly afixed storefront window. A door
hed been created later, but s part of the 2007 project, the sill was rebuilt to itsorigina location.
Also on the south eevation, the openings in the eighth bay on the second and third sorieshave
been dtered. The opening hes bean shortened on the ssoond dory and bricked up on the third. At
thefirst Sory, the fifth bay from the left gopears to have been converted from a door to a window.

(continued)
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Thesill remans a the original height, while the remaining areahes bean filled with brick.
Starting & the sixth bey from the left, the besameant begins to be exposad with increesngly larger
besamant windows visible due to the dope of the Ste from wedt to eedt. There is an entrance to
the besemeant in the eighth bay.

The eedt devation contains Sx bays Thethird bay from the left contains the air and therefore
hes windowsthat are offset ahalf gory. (Photo 5) There isadoor a basament levd in thisbay.
The other five bays, with one window each, ae levd with the windows on the other facades

J Thaeisafreight entrancein the fourth bay fromthe left. The openings in the sixth bay on the
svath dory and fifth bay on the eighth sory have bean bricked up, dong with thefirst and
seoond baysin the besament. A short brick chimney extends from the roof at the northeest comer
ofthe building.

Interior
The interior of the building riseseghtfl oorsfrom a basement. Thetwo internal endosd
dartowers are centered on the et and west endls of the building, with afreight devator located
a the eedt end. Allfl oorshave acentrd corridor mnning eest-west. There are four units on esch
floor, two on ether 9de of the corridor. The units are open with polished conaretefl oors, exposd
, wood bearms and ceilings, and gypsum board partitions. (Photo 6) |n each unit, an gpen kitchen
and a bathroom are located toward the canter of the building; the remainder of the floor arealis
open. The exterior brick walls are exposad & the east wall of therear unit and the west wall of the
front unit. Typically, thereisexposad brick adjacent to the bathroom. The square wood columns
ae partialy exposed in the partition walls and in the corridor walls. The entrance lobby islocated
in the storefront to the south of the main entrance, with mailboxes are ingdled in the est wall.
The north storefront is built out Smilar to the resdentid units, but could d<o sarve as commeraid

Soece

Thetwo gars remain. The front sair hed been dtered between the besament and the ssoond floor
with anewer dar that had degper treads (Phato 7) Therear (eest) dair isrdatively intact. Pant
hes bean removed from the expasad brick and undersde of the Sair, and the gps and heedboard
partitions are painted. The wooden landings remain painted and exposed, and piperailings sarve
& handrails.

Archaeological Decription

While no andent Native American dtes are located on the nominated property, it is possble that
dtesare present. Eight Native Stesare located in the generd area(within one mile) including
three dtes (19-ES-32, 550, 611) located within 1,000 feet to the south and southeedt of the
Merrimack Assodates Building. All of the Stesnoted above are burid dteslocated onthe
northem shore of the Merrimack River in the vicinity of its confluence with the Little River. The
Little River is currently channded bdow ground in thisarea. The generd area discussad above
hes baean noted as the principa village of the Pentucket Indians in 1640.

(continued)
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Environmentd characterigtics of the property represent locationa criteria(dope, soil dranage,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native dtes. While the Merrimack
AsodaesBuilding islocaed inan area characterized by urban land deposts wherethe naturdl
topography and soils have bean dtered or obscured by urban works and Structures, the geology
and soil types of surrounding locaesindicate the Merrimack Assodates Building originaly
occupied awel-drained, levd to moderatdy doping riverine terrace of the Little River. The
Little River, dthough now channdized bdow ground, was originally located within 1,000 feet
south of the Merrimack Assodates Building, and flowing southerly to the Merrimack River, dso
lessthan 1,000 feet avay. The confluence of the Little and Merrimack rivers may represant an
additiond locationd characteridtic favorable for the presence of andent Native American Stes
and afavored location for larger village/habitation type Stes.

While mog andent Native American Stesin the nominaed areawould have been destroyed by
urban congtruction activities, the documented presance of severd burid Stesin the areamay
indicate that Smilar degply buried culturd festures may survive on the Merrimack Assodates
Building property. Known burid dtesin the area all dhere asoutherly agpect dong the northem
dhore of the Merrimack River neer its confluence with the Little River. Theselocational
characteridics d o exig for the Merrimack Assodates Building property, which hes a southerly
to eegterly agoact and location on the northem bank of the Little River near its confluence with
the Merrimack River.

Given the information presented above, alow to moderate potential exigsfor locating ancient
Native American survivas on the Merrimack Assodates Building property. Mogt potentid
Native American resources on the property would have been destroyed by 19%-and 20*-century
urban congruction in the area The 1836 Sanbom Insurance mgp shows a carriage manufectory
and whedlwright shed, both no longer extant, located on the 25 Locust Street property. The 1906
Sanbom megp howsalivery and large wagon sorehouse & the 25 Locudt Street eddress While
the footprints of the buildings shown onthe 1836 and 1906 mgps are Smilar, it isunknown
whether they are the same building. The footprint of the exigting building (1913), which hes a
besemant, coversnearly the entire lot. Mogt potential ancient Native American Stes that mey
have been located on the property were destroyed by condruction of the Merrimack Assodaes
building and earlier historic sructures. Only burids and other desply buried archaeologicd
features may qurvive intact benegth higtoric land use

A low to moderate potentia also exigsfor locating historic archaeologicd  resources on the
Merrimack Assodaes Building property. Structurd evidence may survive from the Carriage
Manufactory and Whedwright shop identified on the 1886 Sanbom mgp and Livery and Wagon
Store House identified on the 1906 Sanbom mgp. Congmction of the existing Merrimack
AsodaesBuilding in 1913, however, likely destroyed each of the earlier buildings and related
achaeologicd features destribed above a the 25 Locudt Sredt address

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Maior Bibliographical References

Essex. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Commerce
Industry

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance
1913-1959

Significant Dates
1913

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
NA

Architect/Builder

Damon Bros., architects

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA#19413

_xpreliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously detennined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

j( State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

_ Other
Name of repository:
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8 NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mearimack Assodates Building & 25 Locust Srest is an important building assocated with Haverhill's continued
indudriad expandon inthe early 20 century. The Mearimack Assodates Building meds Nationd Regiger criterion A for
its assodaion with this period of industria expanson and with Haverhill's dominant industry: the production of dhoes
Located just outsde the Washington Strest Shoe Didtrict (NRDIS 10/14/76), the Merrimack Assodates Building reflects
the symbiatic relaionship between Haverhill's industria devdlopment and its commercid busnesses Asa speculdive
venture of three of Haverhill's busnessmen (Emest N. Oilman, John H. Tilton, and W. Stillman Bartlett), it exemplifies
the tum-of-the-century gpproaech to economic devdopment and the type of goece that accommodated the various shoe-
rdaed busnesses tha mede up the indudtry.

The Merrimack Assodates Building aso meds Nationd Regiger criterion C asan intact notable example of the work of
locd architects Damon Brothers, represanting awel-conceived example of the Damon Brothers industrid architecture
and their solution for amedium-gzed factory building. Built in 1913, it wes originally, and remans today, ane of
Haverhill's prominent buildings specificaly congructed for the shoamaking indudtry. It &so represants an intact example
of a multi-tenant factory building from the early 20* century. The period of significance isfrom the date of congruction,
1913, to 1959, to conform to the 50-year cut off for Nationa Regider properties Retaining integrity of locafion, design,
materids, workmanship, feding, and assodiaion, the Merrimack AssodaesBuilding is significant & the locd leve.

Haverhill's Devdopment & its Shoe Indugtry

Due to the abundant waterpower of the Merrimack River and the city's essy aocoess to rail and water trangport, a significant
manufacturing district hed developed dong Washington Street by the 1870s While the areawes destroyed byfirein

1882, because of the immediate rebuilding of the sructures, the Washington Stirest Shoe District hes according to the
Nationa Regider nomination " . .. maintained its architecturd integrity, without permanent intruson, over 100 years.™
Between 1870 and 1880, the number of manufacturing venturesin the city hed nearly doubled; and manufacturing
continued to grow inimportance to the loca economy through the 1920s With this growth, Washington Street™...
continued as the center of Haverhill's shoeindudry through the turn of the century, but expanson of thedze of the firms
and the goece nesded by them brought new and larger growth aong Essex Strest and beyond.”

From the outset, Haverhill industry was dominated by ghoe production, with the city ranked third in the nation (behind
Lynn and Brockton, MA) in total vaue of ghoe production by the 1880s According to the Washington Street Nationd
Regiger nomination, the city's building sodk reflected the evolution of the industry.

As machinery was invented to take over many of the previoudy hend-done procedures, manufacturers
weare adleto centrdize their work, and anumber of brick factories were erected dong Merrimack Stredt,
esdt of Washington Square

At the same time, Haverhill products gained an important reputation:
Haverhill shoes and particularly the fancy ghoes for ladies known then asdippers, continued towin
world-wide acdam and recognition, with numerous medds going to loca manufacturers & the
Expodition of Parisin 1889 and the Columbian Expogtion of 1892, In both the quaity and quantity of
dhoes mede, Haverhill eamed the nickname of "Queen Sipper City of the World."

(continued)
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Merrimack Associates

Spurred by the city's ssemingly ungoppable growth, in the sacond decade of the 20* century, three locd busnessmen
formed the Merrimack Assodates to continue to promote and attract industry. In January 1913, a group of invesors
organized as the "Merrimack Assodiates' purchaesed the land on which the presant building now dands In the Dedlaraion
of Tmg, tmdees Emegt N. Oilman, John H. Tilton, and W. Stillman Bartlett were empowered such that they "shdl cause
the erection congtmction and equipment of a building on the above described parcd of 1and,” being the parcd now
occupied by the building a 25 Locugt Street. The duties and powers of the trudees 0 dated that the tmtees"'shdl leese
the Trugt property or any part thereof to one or more tenantsfor such term or terms of yearsas they may think fit. .."
Interestingly, the United Shoe Workersin Haverhill were on grike in January of 1913, when the Merrimack Assodiates
purchesed the property with the intent to build an industrid building. The shoe workers were attempting to unionize and
were protesting againg the dhoe manufecturers who reportedly were blacklisting those workers who joined the union.

25 Locust Sret

Prior to the congmction of the Merrimack Assodates Building, the 1836 Sanbom Insurance mgp shows acartriage
manufactory & 25 Locugt Stredt, with awhedwright and horse shed a the reer. The horse shed gopears to have bemn
located just eedt of the current ot line and thus outsde the current 25 Locust Street pared. The 1906 Senbom alas shows
alivery a the gret edge of 25 Locug atached to alarge wagon sorehouse & the reer (eest). Although the footprint
gopears dmilar, itisnot dear whether the 1906 building is the same as the 1886 building. The eight-gory building that
dands today is the sructure built in 1913. Damon Bros. Architects, aprolific Haverhill firm, was commissoned to design
the Merrimack Assodates Building. The tmdessof the Merrimack Assodaes obtained a mortgage on this parcd inthe
amount of $45,000 dated August 6, 1913. Presumably the building wes completed &t thet time.

The 1913 Dedaraion of Tmgt and the professions of the Merrimack Assodaes tmdeesindicate that the Merrimack
Asodaes Building was built as aspeculaive incubator building. It is presumed that theselocal busnessmen intended to
benefit from Haverhill's progpering lesther industry. Ernest N. Oilman was tressurer and generd maneger of the Carter
RusHl| & Co. Express, John H. Tilton was alocd insurance agent, and W. Stillman Bartlett was alawyer. Following the
lead of the Haverhill Board of Trade, which built the neerby Haverhill Board of Trade Building & 16 - 18 & 38- 42
Walnut Srest (1904 & 1906) (NR, 9/28/07), the Merrimack Assodates condructed abuilding to be leessd out, most

likely to shoerdaed busnesse=s Thetmdeesdearly weare looking to the suooess of their neighbors a the Haverhill Board
of Trade and seamed to follow their modd for an incubator factory building.

Despite itsbeginning & atime of unres in the locd lesther and dhoe indudtry, the Merrimack Assodaes Buildingis
asndaed with aperiod of continued industrid expandon in Haverhill, which weas feasible due to the willingness of
investors to condruct buildings such asthe one a 25 Locug Street. Thevast mgjority of Haverhill's growth came from its
dhoeindudry, such that by 1919, 75% of Haverhill's 16,000 wege earmners were employed by shoe compeanies This type
of gpeculaive devdopment for multi-tenant use wes rdated to the nature of the shoeindustry, which dlowed operatorsto
begin busnesswith asmdl investment.

Shoe manufacturing wes unique among New England indudriesin that it did not entail a significant outlay of capitd.
Thiswas due to the virtual monopoly exerdsad by the United Shoe Machinery Corporation over indudtria shoe-
manufacturing equipment. United Shoe Machinery preferred to leese capita-intensve eguipment on a per-shoe beds

(continued)
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rather than sdll it outright. The leasing of equipment provided relatively essy aooess to the indudtry for amdl-scale local
investors, aphenomenon that acoountsfor the proliferation of smal-shop ventures operating throughout Haverhill in the
late 19* and early 20* centuries. To get darted, such busnesses did not nead, nor could they afford, to congruct an entire
factory.

Mog early busnesses housed in the Merrimack Assodaes Building a 25 Locust Street were part of the shoe-
manufacturing indudtry prevaent in the area A photogreph datingto ca 1915 shows the Haverhill Record occupied the
first floor of the building. Other tenants & the time indluded Ches E. Slevens, Soles& Leather, Wingate Soe Corp., B.C.
Davis& Co., Wentworth Sweit Co., Shoe Manufacturers (which moved here from around the comer & 14-16 Wanut

), and F.M. Shaw & Son, legther dedlers. In 1930, tenantsin the Merrimack Assodaes Building included: Goldberg
Brothers, Inc., shoe manufecturers, Haverhill Top Lift; Bodwel Counters, and Taylor Specidties Co., manufacturers of
blacking and shoe dressng.

By the 19305 Haverhill's shoe indudry was facing stiff competition from chegper imported products. Directoriesfor that
year dow agenad dedine in shoameking enterprises due to pressures exerted by new compstitors, as well as by the
chdlenges of the Great Depression. Faoad with the growing cog of labor and materids, loca dhoe manufecturers ether
dosd their doors or moved their enterprises to arees charadterized by saunch resstance to organized labor. By 1941,
dong with shoerdaed companies Casey Press printers occupied the Merrimack Assodaes Building. 1n 1946, Westen
Electric Company occupied the entire building for offices and manufacturing. Also, there were connectors & the upper
floors from the Merrimack Building to the building a 14-36 Wanut Stret (Haverhill Board of Trade, NR 928/07) and to
the Winchdl Shoe Factory. While the Merrimack & Winchel Buildings hed the same owner a that time, the Haverhill
Board of Trede was owned separatdly. The connectors did not exist in 2004 and presumably were related to the Westem
Electric oocupancy in the mid 20* century. Asof 1963, however, Westem Electric Comparny had moved away from
Haverhill entirdy. Pattean Company, manufacturers of dhoe pattems, and the Charles Miller Company, dedingin lesther
goods, were occupants of the Merrimack Assodates Building after the 1960s It is interesting to note that depite the fact
that the majority of the shoeindustry had moved from Haverhill decedes earlier, there were il some hoerdaed
compenies that moved back into the building.

The trust was terminated in 1919. At that time, the sharehdldersin Mearimack Assodaes were lised as Emes N. Oilman
and Mary E. Tilton. With the dissolution of the trust, ownership of the property pessad to E. Paul Oilman and John H.
Tilton (Trugee for Dorothy H. Tilton), modt likely children of the previous owners. According to the Haverhill Evening
Garzdte (Augugt 26, 1919), Benjamin Grad, proprietor of Grad's clothing dorein the Masonic Building on Merrimack
Street, purchased the property one week later for gpproximately $100,000 and assumed an existing $35,000 mortgege on
the building. At that time, Wingate and Kimball shoe compenies and the Record Publishing Compery occupied the
building that contained gpproximatdly 50,000 souere feet of floor goece and was destribed as "recent condtruction with all
modem improvements™ The building was commonly referred to as the Grad Building for many yeers after hisownership.
The propertyttansferredto the Haverhill Savings Bank in Decamber 1927 through aforeclosure on the mortgage to Gred.
The bank owned the building until 1943, when it was purchesed by the L.H. Hamd Leather Company (NRDIS, 2009),
trandferring it to the Hamd Redty Tmst one month later. The Hame Redlty Tmst acquired the JH. Winchell & Co. Soe
Feactory (demalished some time after 1944) next door & 9-17 Locust Sredt a the same time. Hamd Leather gpparently
occupied both buildings for some time. Subsequently, severd redty tmst companies owned the building until 1986.
Members of the Hamd family were tmatees of many (if not all) of the trugts, including the Polymer Redty Tmsat that

(continued)
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owned the building until 1986. It is asaumed that the Hamd family owned the building from 1943 until 1986 through
vaious red edate trugs. Demolition of the Winchell building and other shoe indudtry-rdated buildingsin the vicinity of
the Mearrimack Assodates Building hes leftitin ardatively isolated setting, save for the Haverhill Board of Trade nearby.

During Benjamin Grad's ownership, Grad still owned and ran the Pentucket Clothing Storein Haverhill. The building
continued in use as aghoe or leather-rdated building until the middle of the 20th century, when Westem Electric Co,,
manufecturers of eectrical equipment, occupied both the Merrimack Assodates Building and the former Winchdl Shoe
Fectory. Other occupants during the sscond half of the 20% century were involved in circuit-board assembly, dectronics,

upplies, ad office goace

Damon Brothers

The carear of architect C. Willis Damon (1849-1916) meshes dmog perfectly with Haverhill's grestest period of civic
boogeriam. Bomin Pawtucket, Rhode Idand, Damon graduated from the MIT Schoal of Architecture in 1871 and joined
his older brother, Charles Pege Damon, & the Haverhill-based architecture prectice in 1873; together, they oparated as the
Damon Brathers until the firm dosed in 1915. C. W. Damon and his brother are regpongble for numerous public, private,
and indudtrid buildingsin Haverhill. The MAORIS detebase lists C. Willis Damon and Damon Brothers es architects of
eght shoe factoriesin Haverhill done. A fire on Feoruary 17, 1882, destroyed ten aares of Haverhill's downtown. The
surprisingly rapid recondruction after the fire is noteble as a coordination between C. Willis Damon and Jodah M.
Littlefield, who together desgned mogt of the Washington Street recongtmction.

The many commercid and industrid buildings of C. Willis Damon ae asgnificant feature of Haverhill's downtown. He
was involved in the design of municipa buildings, notebly the Haverhill City Hall (1909). Damon wes regpongble for two
schoalsin Haverhill, including the Romanesgue Reviva-style Pegbody Schod (cal 1895) at 170 Sdem Siredt; now vacart,
it was individualy listed in the National Regider of Higtoric Haoesin 1986. Hisresdentia designs ae characterized by
Quen Anne-dyle massing and brick patterns. He dso explored the Shingle Style in the resdences he desgned for
Haverhill's dite in the Highlands secfion of the city. The latter include his own home, built in 1891 a 289 Mill Street.

The Damon Brothers work had enormous breedth and indluded the design of multi-family dwelling housss in the Acre
digtrict of Haverhill. Examples indude the Quean Anne-style Addison B. Jeques Double House (1887), 24-26 Cedar
Strest, and the Itdianate-style Jod Butler House (1886) & 75 Aubum Street. Undoubtedly these and other dwellings
provided housing for local shoeiindudry workers. C. Willis Damon was a0 responsible for important buildings beyond
Haverhill: for example, the Portamouth Court House and the Tilton Seminary, both in New Hampshire,

Recant Oooupancy and Rehabilitation
Beginning as a speculdive indugtrid building, the Merrimack Assodiates Building gopears to have bean acquired by L.H.
Hamd Legther Co. & atime when the comparny wes inttansition,becoming very involvedin owning
commercid/indudria red estatein Haverhill. The building continued to function &s an industtial invesment property
through more than 40 yearsof Hame-family ownership. The building thus continued to atract various industria, and
later, office tenants to Haverhill's downtown through mod of the 20th century. Its current owner acquired the building in
2005 from Frequency Devices, a that time, aloca nonprofit organization aso occupied goecein the building.
Rehabilitation of the building for use &s loft-type goartments was completed in 2007. It currently contains 32 |oft-type
resdentid units, which are openflexiblegaces intended to atract artigs and young tenants.

(continued)
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Archaeological Sgnificance

Depite along history of amateur and professona archaeology in Essex County, one of the higher Ste dendties for
courtties in the gate, and the location of Haverhill within the tidewater zone of the Merrimack River, patteamnsof ancient
Native American settlement are poorly documented in thetown. Any Native dtesthat survivein Haverhill could
potentialy be significant. Ancient dtesin this areamay contribute important information rdated to Native American
ubggence and sHlemeant activities in the Lower Mearimack River Valey, expecidly the downtown Haverhill locde
between the confluence of the Little and Merrimack Rivers. Recant sudy of artifact collections & the Haverhill Historical
Society's Buttormwoods Museum have indicated the ebove area, which indudes the nominated building, mey bean
important Native American core settlement areg, possibly including ceremonid or burid functions. Any dtes that survive
on the Merrimack Assodiates Building property may contribute sysematically controlled information to hep better
underdand artifact collectionsfrom dtesin the area Native dtesin the district may d <o contribute important information
that indicates the role of the Merrimack River as atrade corridor with Native groups in more inland locales to the wed.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to Haverhill's settlement
and indudtria expangon during the 19* and 20* centuries. Stmctural evidence from the 19*-century carriege
manufactory, whedwright shop, and later wagon gorehouse may contribute important information rdated to 19*-century
industrial architecture, transportation, and the manufacture of wagons and carriages. Additional historical research
combined with archaeologicd testing may dso determine whether the carriage manufactory and later large wagon dore
house are the same building or if the wagon store house wiss built after the carriage manufactory wes demolished.
Structurd evidence from outbuildings and detailed andyss of occupationd-rdated fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells)
assodaed with the 19*-century manufactory and sorehouse may contribute additiona evidence of manufacturing
activities conducted on the dite, technologies in use, and products produced.

| e (end) .y
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Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request ofthe SHPO or FPO.)
name BO Haverhill Lofts LLC c/o Beacon Communities Development

street & number 150 Federal Street. S/fl. .tdephone  617-574-1142

city or town. Boston state MA zip code 02110
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA n

Verbal Boundary Decription

Ore parcd of land Stuated in HAVERHILL inthe County of Essex and Commonwedth of Massachusatts bounded and
destribed asfollows:

WESTERLY by Locust Siret, Sixty-Five (65) feet;

NORTHERLY by land now or formerly of Lucy, One Hundred Eleven (111) feet;

EASTERLY by land now or formerly of Haverhill Savings Bank, Sixty-Five (65) feet; and

SOUTHERLY by land of grantor. One Hundred Eleven (111) feet.

SAd premisss ae currently known as and numbered 21-25 Locugt Street, Haverhill, Massachuseits

Boundary Justification S

The boundaries represant the lot assodated with and originally aocquired for the Merrimack AssodatesBuilding in 1913,
and the current boundaries of the Ste have remained essntidly the same dnce that date
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PHOIGERAPHS

Photogrgpher: Ledie Donovan
Dae 2008

West faBade, looking eedt

Detail, entrance pavilion, facing southeast
South faBade, facing north

North feBede, facing south

South, eedt (rear) falade, facing north
Interior: sample unit

Interior: front Sairway

Interior: typica window trestment

1905 view looking esst

©CENOUAWN R

Higdoric views, ca 1944 (Haverhill Public Library)

(end)
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

April 30, 2009 M assachusetts Historical Comn.RECElVED 2280

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regigter of Historic Hlaces

Depatment of the Interior MY 0 8 0B

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Stret, NW, 8* floor NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLAGES
Washington, DC 20005 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Merrimack Associates Building, 25 Locust Street, Haverhill (Essex), MA
The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hasbeen signed by the |
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties were naotified of pending State J

Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and wer e afforded the opportunity ;

to comment. J
t

Sincerdly,
Betsy Friedberg 0

Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historicd  Commission

enclosure
cC. Ledie Donovan, Tremont Presarvation Savices, consultant
Besoon Communities Devdopmant

James Forentini, Mayor, City of Haverhill
Roy Wright, Haverhill Higtoricd Commission
William Rillsoury, Ranning & Economic Devdopmant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617)727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



