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This 'Gtesstcabii'ilding of the colossal order was built by the first 
architect of Lexington, Mattji^y^KftnqgHy, just prior to 1831. In 
Ante Bellurn Houses Of TReBluegrass, Clay Lancaster describes the 
Kennedy House in this manner: "The elements of its facade are power­ 
fully organized by four tall brick pilasters rising to a broken cornice, 
a pediment placed above with a lunette concentric to a blind arch in the 
tympanum.... (It) has a hipped roof. The truncated area probably was 
enclosed by a railing.... some of the windows in the north sidewall of 
the Kennedy House were false. The plan is quite normal. A transverse 
hall is divided by an arched screen, the wider arear portion containing 
the staircase. The closet under the stairway gets daylight from one of 
the side lights of the back door. The office adjacent to the stairs has a 
private entrance toward Constitution Stpfete /Parlor and drawing room, 
across the hall from one another, form a suite at the front of the house. 
The dining room is behind the drawing room, with the service wing be­ 
yond. The storeroom at the end is a later addition. Chambers on the 
second floor follow the plan of the rooms below, withcthe exception that 
part of the area over the front hall becomes a small bedroom lighted by 
a triple window. Alterations dating from a few years before the Civil 
War include the installation of great sliding doors between each pafcp of 
rooms flanking the hall, the addition of a recessed entrance and a Cori# 
thian portico, hoodmolds over the front fenestration, plate glass in the
sashes, and bricking up the blind windows on the north end of the house."_v;r', \/ crjrr. :.,.::• >\.' :, . , T Vv u.-. «.-.1.1-, .<< ^i -.-u-. , .-.  •*.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE'

j Kennedy House was the first residence of its type in the Bluegrass and 
* was the forerunner of many others of its style in the city and surround­ 

ing country sj4e.. , ItsJDuilder,and r architect, Matthew Kennedy, was the 
initiator of the colossal-order phase of Bluegrass building. He began 
practice in this area in 1812,\ "In 1816, he designed for Transylvania 
University (then located in Gratz Park) a building that was 'stylistically 
abreast of its contemporaries in the East,' and in 1827 constructed for 
the institution of the Medical Hall that stood at Church and Market 
Streets." Neither of these buildings is standing today.

In this century Kennedy House has been a roominghouse, an antique 
shop, and rummage shop. In recent years restoration of the property 
has been begun by Mr. and Mrs. Martin Ginocchio. Mr. Ginocchio, 
an architect, is the grandson of Hannibal Buch'ignani who bought the 
property at auction in 1909.

The northern boundary of Kennedy House is old Constitution Street (or 
East Second Street as it is known today). Matthew Kennedy and James 
W. Brand constructed Constitution Street and Kennedy built some of its 
houses. "Almost all of the houses in the block are attractive, and the 
street as a whole has been repeatedly listed as worthy of preservation.'



1) Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass, Clay Lancaster,
2) "Architectural Landmark Now Home Again, 1 '-Bettye Lee 

Lexington Her aid -Leader, Jan. 25, 1970. p. 34.
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KENNEDY HOUSE - RESTORED

, 98. First Floor Plan of Kennedy House. Restored

Ante Bellum Houses Of The Bluegrass, Clay Lancaster, 19&L&.71
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KENNEDY HOUSE - RESTORED

Kennedy House. Restored.

Ante Bellum Houses Of The Bluegrass, Clay Lancaster, 1961, p. 70.
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