
FORM B - BUILDING 

M.A.SS.̂ CHUSETTS HISTORICiiL COMMISSION 
294 Washington St ree t , Boston, MA 02108 

r — f ^ r 
- Area. Form no. 

C 138 

' J j [ | / | . • -g ina l Dwe 11 i 

V i ' l A ' i. ' v/ sent D w e l l i n g 

232 West S t i ' eeL 

8 K ? ^ i ^ | n % » n ' t : E I Private individual 
Private organi2a t ion_ 

Public 

:jm.A^. 
' ' 5 ^ ^ " ' i S ^ . w i l i ? » owner SOmOt to/^Oft 

cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

Date 

'ION; 

c ' 1748 

Source Rocxf t r ees . 

Style V e r n a c u l a r G e o r g i a n 

Archi tec t 

Exterior wall fabric Wood shingles  

Outbui 1 dings Garage ' 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l Commis 

Date N o v e ^ y | g 5 p L 9 8 0 

Approx. acreage 20,990 s q . f t .  

t i o r i Set t ing O r i e n t e d s o u t h , sc reened  

s i o n f r o m r o a d b y he^jgeS. 

Major a l t e ra t ions ( i^ i th dates) Bay window 

on e a s t , p o r c h 6e p o r t i c o on south^ 
a d d i t i o n a c r o s s n o r t h , ch imney 
removpci 

Moved Date 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features andji,,:. 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings within community) 

Nelson and Eleanor Bishop con jec tu re t h a t the remains o f a pre-1748 ' 
dwe,l l ing are i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h i s house. I n t e r i o r a n a l y s i s would be ' 
va luab le i n de t e rmin ing the development o f t h i s s t r u c t u r e . At p resen t , 
the house i s a symmet r i ca l , 18 th-century t r a d i t i o n a l f o r m , w i t h s m a l l 
windows on the second f l o o r touching the p l a t e . • The door enframement 
has been a l t e r e d , and a 19th-and 20 th -cen tu ry p o r t i c o added. A bay: 
window a t the east and a l ean - to a d d i t i o n on the n o r t h are bo th 2 0 t h -
century i n o r i g i n . The r o o f i s framed w i t h no eaves r e t u r n , . j 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Cexplain the role owners played i n local or state history 
and how the bui lding relates to the development of the conmunity) 

This l a n d , on the extreme west o f tovm, was d i v i d e d f o r the r e s i d e n t s o f 
Reading i n 1652. Henry Merrow assembled a l a rge farm by purchases over 
the next three decades. Tne farm l a y between two "highways"—bounty 
Road and West S t r e e t . I n 1748, when Samuel B a n c r o f t bought Harrow's 
house and l a n d . County Road had become the less t r a v e l e d way (a b r i d l e 
p a t h ) , w h i l e West S t r ee t had become the major t h o r o u g h f a r e . ( B a n c r o f t . _ 
probably b u i l t t h i s house, nearer the highvjay and c lose t o the VJoburn " '• 
Road to the v i l l a g e , as the meetinghouse focused a t t e n t i o n there a f t e r 
1769-70). B a n c r o f t may have incorpora ted p a r t o f Merrow's d w e l l i n g i n 
t h i s house. Samuel came f rom a prominent f a m i l y , many o f whom s e t t l e d 
i n t h i s area o f Reading; he was a deacon, j u s t i c e o f the peace, c a p t a i n 
o f the M i l i t i a i n 1757 f o r the r e l i e f o f F o r t W i l l i a m Henry on Lake 
George, and was selectman i n 1757 - 1760, 1762-63, and 1766. He a l s o 
served i n the L e g i s l a t u r e . I n 1798 Ephraim Weston bought the p l ace . 
He was a major shoe manufac tu re r , who lesa l ing shoes h i s Reading 
neighbors made a t home. With h i s pa r tne r on West S t r e e t , Jonathan 
Temple, he owned a genera l s tore a t Weston Square, now c a l l e d Dragon 
Corner a f t e r a p a i n t e d weathervane he i n s t a l l e d a t the head o f Woburn. 
S t r ee t . I n 1800 he b u i l t 229 West S t r e e t , and h i s son took over t h i s 
house. C l i f f o r d Weston, a l so a shoe manufac ture r , had t h i s place a t 
the end o f the c e n t u r y . A s tore s t i l l serves t h i s neighborhood nexus. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1830 map yes 
1854 map H. Pendexter (Henry) 
1875 map C. E. V/eston ( C l i f f o r d ) 
1889 map C. E. V.̂ eston 
Bishop, Roof t rees , Chapter 11 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^MISSICN ; 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcxi 

Ccmnunity: 
P.eadin-

Form No: 
0-133 

Property Name: 232 '.est St . 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

"^his croDerty i s s i g n i f i c a n t ( l ) f o r i t s r o l e i n the development 
of the Pjrs"on Corner node of development on ',,'est S t ree t ; (2) f o r i t s 
connection '.-.'ith e r r l y shoe mp^nufe.cturer Ephraim Weston; 
anc (3) because i t na.y c o n t r i n the remnant o f a mic-17th century 
hour;e v r i th in i t . I t r e t a ins i n t e - r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , .'-eneral desi~n, 
and s e t t i n - and rreets C r i t e r i a , A and C of the n a t i o n a l Rec-ister. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Fonii 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(M2> Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t ip l e Resource Area 
State MASSACmiSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Pe te rmine j l ^ l ig ig f i ^ /^*" 

11. P ra t t , Joseph L . , House ^ ^ ^ t a n t T ^ JQ^JQ^ 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^ ' 

12. Bancroft, Joseph, House Entered In the -^'ICeeper . 7-/f-tV 
Hatlonal EegAster 

Attest 

13. Bancroft, Samuel, House sx.-̂ r-i ! 'A' -'̂  '/^Keeper (0(̂ n̂..ocŷ ^̂ -«-*--̂ ^ 

Attest 

14. Enterea in tfia t^*Keeper (pdcA--u,..,.,/^^t^^,^^^ 
National Register 

Attest 

15. Bassett, Edwin, House y..t-r.„r-. 1 i-i. Uia (deeper pdjJ*^^-^'-'---ySy<^<-^ 
ITatlonai P-eg-lster 

Attest 

16. 
National Register 

Attest 

17. Batchelder, George, House En>t6rea In jj^eeper (Oif--6'^u^t.^/^i'j^^1 /S'/ 
ra'-.iong.l Hegister 

Attest 

18. Batchelder House r ^ ^ ^ ' t n ' ^ ^ U^eeper ^ > / ^ / / / 
.r,-i.-^T;ai Pegister U U 

Attest 

^ Wei 

Attest 
20 B a t t e l l House 

19, Batchelder, Nathaniel, House i£a J^eper tC^'du^-^.t^-^t/^^ 

^•^tionol Bcalster 

Entered in the jH^eeper / : / I A . ^ . . / L , ^ , ^yi/<f 
Watlonal Register " ' </ National Register 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Bancroft, Samuel, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

0 resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
LU owner objection 
• appeal 

Working No.. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 7 - J 
Action: _i=rACCEPT 

T^A>,TO?l i n t E e RETURN 
>T t - Tirf-* 5? REJECT. 

-7~/f~*^7^ 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CI] sample • request • appeal d ] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

C ] good 

• fair 

r~l deteriorated 

CH ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CD clarity 
CH alterationsAntegrity .>j,»i,.i» • . • , 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

I 
/ 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


