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The Woolwich Town House, built in 1837 by William D. Leonard, is a rectangular 
frame building on a brick foundation, with gable roof (covered with asphalt shingles), 
clapboard siding, and granite foundation. A small brick chimney is present, located 
near the norths end of the building on the east side of the roof ridge. The structure 
consists of one s-toryv wltH loft overhead.

The main facade, in the gable end, faces south* Twin entrances are present, 
framed in Doric pilasters with, simple entablatured lintel above. Each entrance 
contains a single doorway of seven panels with, a transom light of four panes. Between 
the entrances are three windows, the central one of which is slightly higher than 
the other two. All windows in the building are six*-over-six double-hung sash.

The east and west sides of the town house are three bays wide, in both cases 
featuring three 6/6 windows:, even--spaced.

Above the central window on the main facade is a rectangular wooden sign carry­ 
ing the message: "WOOLWICH. TOWN HOUSE/1837".

Both, internally and externally, the Woolwich Town House is a well-preserved 
rural example of a simple yet dignified public building type common on the early 
19th-century landscape of Maine. As an unaltered survival, it is a fine representa­ 
tive of its class:.
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The Woolwich Town Hall, unaltered from its prigina,! spartan simplicity, survives 
as a classic example of tfural puBlic architecture of tha first half of the 19th CEHT- 
tury in Maine. Built in 1837 By^ vote of the town, it replaced the local meeting house 
as the site of tQ«n meetings and other non^religious gatherings.

Of particular interest is the fact that the building was Built with funds arising 
out of the dlstriButlon of the Federal surplus Beginning in 1836.

By 1835 the national deBt was finally liquidated for the first time, But additional 
funds still poured into the federal Treasury. This revenue flowed principally from 
the customhouses which, were Benefiting from the high, tariff duties and the heavy im­ 
ports resulting from a Boom In the economy. In 1836 Congress passed a Bill authorizing 
the distriBution of the surplus aBove $5,QQO ? 000 among the states. President Jackson, 
who had pocket Vetoed a similar Bill in 1833, approved the Bill which. Became effective 
on January 1, 1837.

The surplus was to Be "deposited" with the Spates in proportion to the numBer of 
their representatives in Both houses of Congress. The deposit was supposedly suBject 
to recall at the pleasure of the Secretary^ of the Treasury^ The real intention was to 
make a present to the States, But the law provided for a deposit to satisfy the scru-^ 
pies of some Senators and Representatives who denied the constitutional rights of Con­ 
gress to give away the puBlic money.

The Maine Legislature voted that the money thus received Be divided among the towns 
and plantations, according to population. The towns and plantations were permitted to 
use the money for any^ purpose for which money raised By taxation might Be used ©r to 
loan on ample security.

On SeptemBer 11, 1837, the Town of Woolwich, in town meeting, voted: "That this 
town receive its proportion of the money which is or may Be deposited with this state 
By the United States, in pursuance of an Act to regulate the deposit of puBlic money 
apportioned to the State of Maine, on deposit, By the Government of the United States."

and
"That 800 Dollars of the surplus money Be appropriated for Building a town house."

Thus the Woolwich Town House stands Both as a pure example of its kind and as an 
evidence of one use to which the surplus puBlic monies of the United States were 
put.
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