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ARH TECTURA. S GN H GANCE  (Describe i nportant architectural features and
evaluate i n terns of other buildings within the comunity.)

The Carpenter House at 89 Carpenter Street i s oneof Rehoboth's finest and best-
preserved exanples of substantial transitional Georgian-Federal architecture. I t
is oneof several houses i nRehoboth built originally asa two-fam |y house with

bake ovens oneach floor. Itstransitional Georgian-Federal five-roomcenter
entrance plan i srepresentative of nmany built ca. 1750-1800; the date 1789 inscribed
in achimey brick seens quite plausible. I tissaid tohave replaced an earlier

ca. 1750s house; fragments of an archaic bake oven i nthe present chimey stack -
(Continued)

HSIRCAL SGNHCANE (Explain therole owers played i nlocal or state
history and how t hebuilding relates tothe devel opnent of t he comunity.) '

The builder and owners of t hi shouse until ca. 1895 were all nenbers of the Carpenter V
family, pioneer settlers i nthenorth central part of Rehoboth. | nca. 1750, Peter
Carpenter (1723-1771) built a house here onland given by hi sfather. Deacon Thonas
Carpenter. Thehouse, sketched by W I liam Bl anding (Snape 1976:63) was al so A.
occupied by hi s son of the sane nane (1747-1806). According to Blanding, the

house was bought from the younger Peter by hi suncle Thomas Carpenter Il (1733-

1807) who i s said tohave constructed the present house. Thonas ||| was a wealthy

man and a col onel during the Revolution. He i sknown t o have been involved i nthe
ownership and building of many houses and the "O d Yel | ow Meeting House," for vhiich

he drew a plan, of this period i nRehoboth. He appears to have been respectedf or

both design and construction, andsvm |ar Carpenter houses andother hones i ntown

my be products of hi screative hand. He was also a surveyor and served astown
meeting noderator.

In the 1830s, the house was divided by hi s sons Nathan and Thonas. The fornmer lived
upstairs, thelatter down. Around 1850, Sanuel Vial purchased the second story of
Nat han plus seven rods of land. He returned the house ownership within a year,
retaining theland. Thehouse and property belonged to Thonmas Carpenter (I1V?) and
his heirs up to 1900.

As anintact late 18th century house which ermbodies the distinctive characteristics
of both Georgian and Federal architectural styles andillustrates the transitional

, - > . (Continued)
B Bl G3¥AHY and/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Detwiller, Frederic C "Architectural-Historical Analysis, Carpenter House,"
Paper prepared by SPNEA Consul ting Services, 1979.

Snape, SueEllen. Mghty Liberty Men, 1976, pp.62-66.
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Architectural Significance (Continued)

and possibly reused Georgian panelling and woodwork in the left (east) parlor
provi de evidence of aprior structure. Thefront doorway with its pediment,
pilasters andeight panel door isrelatively high style Georgian. Features of
the newer post-Revolutionary Federal style are found in the right (west) parlor.
Al though the mantel has been replaced, i tretains important details including

a fluted chairrail andrope molding at the comer post beads. There is alsoa
short section of chairrail with a serpentine motif chest height between thetwo
front windows. Theuse of Federal motifs is continued on the second story. The
mantel in the west roomabove is typically Federal with panelled pilastersand
guilloche motif onthe frieze; it may be a simpler ve sion of that originally
in the roombel ow, nowgone.

During the current careful restoration exterior vertical plank sheathing andal so
evidence of shelvinginthe butteries onboth stories were observed. A hip-roof
dairy andtwosheds were added to the southwest comer at the back of the house

in the early 19th century. A section.of the original clapboards has been preserved
inside oneof the shed additions. Thehouse was the center of anactive farmstead
until about forty years ago. |t was operated as a dairy farmonland extending
south andwest to Wolf Plain Brook. Myst of the farmbuildings are nowdow, but
the m |k house anda large early 20th century barn, the latter nowon aneighboring
property and used for horses, still stands. A cowbamandsilo also stood in this
vicinity onthe river bank. These are, however, foundationremains of several
structures including a barn that went down i n the 1940s behind the house. Closer
to the house i s a drive-on scale used by local dairy andproduce farmers in the
twentieth century.

Historical Significance (Continued)

link between the twoi n Rehoboth, the Carpenter House nmeets criterion C of the
National Register of Historic Places individually.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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