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Address 89 Carpenter Street 

Historic Name Carpenter House 
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Use: Present_ 

Original 

residence 

residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1789 

Source architectural details,brick in 

Style Georgian/Federal 
chimney 

Architect possibly Thomas Carpenter I I I 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings see text 

Major alterations (with dates) 

see text 

;s Moved no Date 

UTM: 19/312840/4635880 

Recorded by T.Pslip. C. Abernathy. I l l 

Organi2ationp̂ v„,Kr,t-v. Hi gi-nnVal Cnmmlsslon 

Date April 1976; revised 1981 

Approx. acreage 2.36 acres 

Setting 75 feet from street on ris& 

rural context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Carpenter House at 89 Carpenter Street i s one of Rehoboth's f i n e s t and best-
preserved examples of substantial t r a n s i t i o n a l Georgian-Federal architecture. I t 
i s one of several houses i n Rehoboth b u i l t o r i g i n a l l y as a two-family house with 
bake ovens on each f l o o r . I t s t r a n s i t i o n a l Georgian-Federal five-room center 
entrance plan i s representative of many b u i l t ca. 1750-1800; the date 1789 inscribed 
i n a chimney brick seems quite plausible. I t i s said to have replaced an ea r l i e r 
ca. 1750s house; fragments of an archaic bake oven i n the present chimney stack -

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) ' 

The builder and owners of t h i shouse u n t i l ca. 1895 were a l l members of the Carpenter V 
family, pioneer s e t t l e r s i n the north central part of Rehoboth. In ca. 1750, Peter 
Carpenter (1723-1771) b u i l t a house here on land given by his father. Deacon Thomas 
Carpenter. The house, sketched by William Blanding (Snape 1976:63) was also A. 
occupied by his son of the same name (1747-1806). According to Blanding, the 
house was bought from the younger Peter by his uncle Thomas Carpenter I I I (1733-
1807) who i s said to have constructed the present house. Thomas I I I was a wealthy 
man and a colonel during the Revolution. He i s known to have been involved i n the 
ownership and building of many houses and the "Old Yellow Meeting House," for v^iich 
he drew a plan, of t h i s period i n Rehoboth. He appears to have been respected for 
both design and construction, and svmilar Carpenter houses and other homes i n town 
may be products of his creative hand. He was also a surveyor and served as town 
meeting moderator. 

In the 1830s, the house was divided by his sons Nathan and Thomas. The former l i v e d 
upstairs, the l a t t e r down. Around 1850, Samuel V i a l purchased the second story of 
Nathan plus seven rods of land. He returned the house ownership w i t h i n a year, 
retaining the land. The house and property belonged to Thomas Carpenter (IV?) and 
his heirs up to 1900. 

As an intact l a t e 18th century house which embodies the d i s t i n c t i v e characteristics 
of both Georgian and Federal a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles and i l l u s t r a t e s the t r a n s i t i o n a l 

, , . , .(Continued) 
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Architectural Significance (Continued) 

and possibly reused Georgian panelling and woodwork i n the l e f t (east) parlor 
provide evidence of a p r i o r structure. The fr o n t doorway with i t s pediment, 
p i l a s t e r s and eight panel door i s r e l a t i v e l y high s t y l e Georgian. Features of 
the newer post-Revolutionary Federal styl e are found i n the r i g h t (west) parlor. 
Although the mantel has been replaced, i t retains important details including 
a f l u t e d c h a i r r a i l and rope molding at the comer post beads. There i s also a 
short section of c h a i r r a i l with a serpentine motif chest height between the two 
front windows. The use of Federal motifs i s continued on the second story. The 
mantel i n the west room above i s t y p i c a l l y Federal with panelled p i l a s t e r s and 
guilloche motif on the f r i e z e ; i t may be a simpler ve sion of that o r i g i n a l l y 
i n the room below, now gone. 

During the current careful restoration exterior v e r t i c a l plank sheathing and also 
evidence of shelving i n the butteries on both stories were observed. A hip-roof 
dairy and two sheds were added to the southwest comer at the back of the house 
i n the early 19th century. A section.of the o r i g i n a l clapboards has been preserved 
inside one of the shed additions. The house was the center of an active farmstead 
u n t i l about f o r t y years ago. I t was operated as a dairy farm on land extending 
south and west to Wolf Plain Brook. Most of the farm buildings are now down, but 
the milk house and a large early 20th century barn, the l a t t e r now on a neighboring 
property and used for horses, s t i l l stands. A cow bam and s i l o also stood i n t h i s 
v i c i n i t y on the r i v e r bank. These are, however, foundation remains of several 
structures including a barn that went down i n the 1940s behind the house. Closer 
to the house i s a drive-on scale used by loc a l dairy and produce farmers i n the 
twentieth century. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance (Continued) 

l i n k between the two i n Rehoboth, the Carpenter House meets c r i t e r i o n C of the 
National Register of His t o r i c Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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