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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jean Louis Rabassa House is a small raised cottage of brick
between posts construction. The plan consisted originally of four
rooms, two across the front and two deep with two cabinets or small
rooms at the ends of a recessed rear gallery which is now enclosed.
Across the front is a gallery that supports a heavy wood parapet
that once probably formed part of a later Greek Revival cornice.

The house has gable ends with a straight sloped roof in front and

a double sloped roof in the rear to extend out over the rear gallery
and cabinets. The gable ends are covered with small wood shingles
that appear to be original and, if so, are a unique surviving ex-
ample of this type of wall surface. Most of the doors and windows
and interior trim was replaced in the 1850's period with late Greek
Revival details. The timber frame with its members dove tailed,
mortised and tennoned, numbered with Roman numerals is perhaps the
most important feature of the house. Although the house is in a
badly deteriorated condition it could be restored to its original
form and condition as an important example of the early house of
the Faubourg Treme.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house is significant as a unique surviving example of
The raised cottage type once fairly common in the areas
surrounding the original City of New Orleans. Its shingled
gable ends are of particular importance as is the roof form.
The house was erected by Jean Louis Rabassa soon after he purchased
the site from Lewis Fuller on May 17, 1825. Fuller had purchased
the property in two parts, one on November 18, [8l6 and the other
on October 21, 1819, both from the corporation of the City of
New Orleans, Augustin Macarty, Mayor. In 1810 the city had
bought the plantation of Claude Tréme” and had i+ subdivided
into streets and building lots to which the name Faubourg Tréme
was given. The lots bought by Fuller were No.'s 6 and 7 of the
original plan of this new Faubourg as laid out by Jacques Tanesse
then City Surveyor, in [812. When Rabassa sold the property
in 1833 to Jean Bapiste Seraphin Cucullu, it is stated in the
act of sale that the land belonged to him by his purchase from
Fuller and "the buildings as having had them built."
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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