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Osterman and Tremaine, wholesale produce dealers, commissioned an: Omaha
architect, Charles F. Driscoll, in 1884 to design a business house for them on
Broad Street, one of Fremont's main commercial streets. Completed in October
of that year, the two-story-and-basement building has a narrow 22-foot frontage
and a corner entrance (see photograph #1). The original pressed metal cornice,
pediment and wall cornice remain intact today. The high basement created
tall basement windows on the Broad Street front.. The front and show
windows were on first floor and the basement and second floor were used for
produce storage.

The Ideal Steam Laundry, Johnson & Co. proprietors, moved into the building
in 1894 and changed the date -on the pediment. The laundry constructed an addi-
tion on the south side of the building in 1911, doubling the size of the building
(see photograph #2). The éastern part of the first floor was lowered, eliminating
the high basement windows and steps to the front door. New shop windows were
installed with purple leaded-glass transoms and small windows were added on
first floor, north side. A one-story addition was addeéd on the back to house
the coal room and boiler and a water tower was placed on top. The new Broad
Street entrance opened into a small hallway with stairs to the second floor and
basement for staff use. The receiving area, office, and washrooms were on first
floor and ironing and finishing work was done on second. The Ideal Laundry
continued in business in the building until 1963.

After standing vacant for several years, the building was purchased by
Ray C. Simmons..and rehabilitated -for ‘his -law office in 1975-76. The exterior
rehabilitation followed the olive green and cream color scheme of the ca. 1912
postcard view of the building (see photographs #2 and #3). Interior partitioning
was needed to provide useful space for the law office; however the same floor
levels and tdn ceiling were used. TFour windowsills on the nortH were lowered
to create a more usual height on the interior but the same l-over-1 windowpane
arrangemert was duplicated. The vacant second floor still has the oriiginal
open plan. The "1894" date on the pediment was changed to the original ''1884."
The one-story rear addition was in poor condition and demolished. The rehabili-
tation work was done in a manner sensitive to the historic character of the
building. ’
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Osterman and Tremaine/Ideal Steam Laundry Building is significant to
the local history and architecture of Fremont and Dodge County. It was built
as a wholesale produce house at a time when wholesaling was an important part
of Fremont's economy. Architecturally the building is a typical example of
local commercial architecture and has been rehabilitated for office use by ...
the present owner.

After the railroad came through town, Fremont became a wholesale and manu-
facturing center for small towns to the west and north. The Union Pacific Rail
Road came through Fremont in 1866, the Sioux City and Pacific Rail Road in 1868
and the Fremont, Elkhorn and Missouri Valley Rail Road connecting Fremont with
points north in 1870. Fremont was an important retail and wholesale center,
but as small towns in the area grew, especially in the 1880's, wholesaling
became an even larger part of Fremont's economy. In 1882 a number of local
wholesalers had traveling salesmen selling west to North Platte and to the
north. Grocery and produce merchants were two ,of the largest wholesalers in-
town and Osterman, Smith & Co. was the only produce dealer.

Charles Osterman, a native of Germany, immigrated to Nebraska in 1856 and
had several occupations before coming to Fremont in 1874 and starting a -grocery
store. The store developed into the wholesale produce dealership of Osterman,
Smith & Co. By 1884, George S. Tremaine was the new partner in the firm and
the present building was under construction. The firm was no longer in business
in 1889 and Riggert & Son, a new produce commission dealer, occupied the building.
The Ideal Steam Laundry, which began business in 1894, was one of two laundries
in town and is notable for its long life, operated by the Johnson family until
1963.

The building is a typical example of local commercial architecture of the
19th and early 20th centuries. There are some Italianate features in the second
floor windows and cornice work, but the building does not fall easily into any
stylistic category. Charles F. Driscoll, the architect, had a practice in
Omaha from 1872-97, but little else is known about him. The rehabilitation
work done in 1975-76 was sensitively designed by the owners to respect the
historic integrity of the building.
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