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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

1401 Delachaise Street was built between 1890 and 1891 for Walter Byers
Sommerville, an associate justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court in the early
1900's. This house is a rare example of the Louisiana Raised Cottage, transformed
into a Queen Anne cottage.

The unidentified architect of the cottage retained the essential characteristics
of the raised cottage form, including front gallery, masonry basement level and
central hall floor plan. Its exterior, however. conveys the spirit of the Queen
Anne style through picturesque massing and a play of forms and textures.

The axial arrangement of the traditional raised cottage has been done away
with by the asymmetrical placement of a gabled bay on the Prytania Street side
of the front gallery. (photographs one and two) The gable has two recessed
windows and an oculus window. The bay has a pair of full-length windows opening
onto a narrow balcony and another pair (now doors) onto the front gallery.
Juxtaposed to the rectangular and angular bay is the semicircular projection of
the gallery Tailing on the Coliseum Street side, suggestive of a turret,

Dominating the facade elevation are the angular lines of the multiple gables.
The two dormers repeat, on a diminishing scale, the bay gable. The vertical
emphasis is continued with the steep roof, tall exterior chimneys and slenderly
proportioned turned posts supporting the front gallery.

The side elevations also manifest a concern for picturesque massing. An
octagonal bay, topped Wlth a balcony,. projects from the Coliseum Street side.
(photograph three) The shape of this projecting bay contrasts:with the angular
lines of the roof gable and the softer ones of the fan and oculus windows in
the gable. On the Prytania Street side, a rectangular bay, flat-roofed, extends
from the flrst and second levels. (photograph five)

A diversified surface treatment adds to the picturesqueness. The facade
and lower side elevations received drop siding. Covering the side gables is
clapboarding. Shingles are located in the gable of the front bay and in the
larger of the dormers. The traditional use of brick at basement level adds
to the contrast in texture.

The traditional central hall floor plan does not reflect the exterior
irregularity, nor any of the openess of Richardsonian Queen Anne. The only
concession to contemporary innovations is offered by the bays. Flanking the
central hall (treated as only a passageway) are the formal rooms (parlor,
library and dining room) on the Prytania Street side and two bedrooms on the
other side. The kitchen is separated from the dining room by a pantry.’ By
Extending.across the rear of the house, positioned as earler rear galleries, is
a long room with an alcoved pantry and a bathroom at one end. Between the
bedrooms is another bathroom, located in the octagonal bay.
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On the second level, one large bedroom is on each side of the central hall.
At the front end of the hall is an elliptical arched nook provided by the space
of the larger front dormer.

The interior detail is sophisticated but, as the floor plan, reflects
earlier New Orleans architecture, rather than the newer trends of Queen Anne
interiors. Ornate marble mantels are in the formal rooms. (photograph 6)
Simpler pilastered ones are in the bedrooms. (photograph 7) Original ceiling
centerpieces are intact in the parlor and downstairs bedrooms. (photographs
8 and 9) The dining room and the stairway wall have wainscoting. Sliding doors
connected the parlor and the library and the downstairs bedrooms.

The exterior of the cottage remains unaltered with the exception of the front
stairs and several window openings that have been made into doors. Although
the interior has undergone renovation into doctor's offices, the original floor
plan and the decorative detail have been retained.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of 1401 Delachaise Street is architectural. It is a rare
example of a raised cottage in the Queen Anne style and, as such, represents the
amalgamation of the national style with local building traditions. Although
vernacular in that the style was adjusted to local building practices, the
cottage transcends the "builder's" type by its coherent and competent design.

New Orleans is rich with extant representatives of the nineteenth century
architectural styles. There is, however, a notable lack of good examples of the
stick, eastlake, Queen Anne, and, to a lesser extent, shingle styles. Many
late nineteenth century and early twentieth century dwellings in New Orlean's
suburban neighborhoods reflect the popularity of the Queen Anne style after the
Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876, Built a decade or so after the
style had run its course on the architectural front, these local examples,
usually or simple shotgun and two-level form, acknowledge the style only through
a casual application of characteristic details,

N - . -
,,,,,

The unknown architect of 1401 Delachaise evinces a more.cémprehensive
understanding of the:intent and spirit of the Queen Anne style, than do the
builders of other local '"Queen Anne'" houses. His design expresses the renewed
interest in picturesqueness and the submerging freedom from' sét architectural
rules. His massing and contrasting of shapes and textures reveal a knowledgeable
familiarity with national trends. It is interesting to note the similiarity
between this cottage and figure 67, "Farm House in the English Rural Style"
in A.J. Downing's The Architecture of Country Houses. Downing's designs, of
such national impact, had never broken through the persistance of local
building types.

Judge Walter Syers Sommerville lived in the cottage fron its construction
in 1890-91 until 1906. He then married and moved further uptown, His two
spinster sisters remained in the house until 1921. Dr. Harold Kearney then
owned the property from 1935 to 1976.

The lot upon which the cottage was built was originally a portion of the
estate of Jerome Toledano in the Faubourg Plaisance. From 1860 to 1887,
Pierre Benjamin Buisson, a French born land surveyor, owned the suburban
property, then a larger lot extending to Louisiana Avenue. Buisson's home was
in the center -of. the lot, facing Louisiana Avenue. The house was in front of
the rear lot acquired by Sommerville in 1890.

(continued)
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In symmary, 1401 Delachaise is of local significance in that it is a rare
and well-executed example of a Louisiana Raised cottage in the Queen Anne
style.1 The cottage is of national significance in that it is representative
of the development of the Queen Anne style during its period of dissemination
and nationalization. Created several years after the heyday of the style on
the eastern seaboard, the design of 1401 Delachaise is tempered by local
traditions, and differs from earlier eastern examples.

1The Cresson House, 2800 block Esplanade Avenue, is a raised cottage in
the "Queen Anne" style. Built in 1902, its style is really more typical of
late Victorian gingerbread than of the Queen Anne. Its form has moved away
from that of nineteenth century raised cottages toward that of the early
twentieth century.
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