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Area Form no. 

^ - • 
C 1/5 

location i n r e l a t i o n to nearest 
. bui ldings 

yx^M.)5^l^. ' i^- :- ' -^: ; :ares. 

A 

:AM'l \0. 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l 

n^ . . n i za t ion Read ing H i s t o r i c a l 
"-•̂ ^ Cuumubsluri 

Date U/S'O^ 

Reading 

ess 64 M i n o t Stree*-

r i c Name / ^ 'S t ephen^a l i y 

Or ig ina l D w e l l i n g 

Present D w e l l i n g 

s h i p : Q Private ind iv idua l 
Private organization 

Public 

Or ig ina l owner Stephen H a l l 

IPTION: 

Date 1850 ' s 

Source CTonceming the Past 

Style G o t h i c R e v i v a l 

Archi tec t John Stevens 

Exter ior wa l l f ab r i c Board & b a t t e n 

Outbuildings Garage 

Major a l tera t ions (with dates) Porch 

r a i l s and s t a i r s r e p l a c e d . 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 5^ S.-p, 

Set t ing On a s l i g h t r i s e , a t c o r n e r 

l o t , f a c e s e a s t . 

(Staple addi t ional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

T h i s i s one of the few houses i n Reading b u i l t i n the f u l l y 
developed Goth ic R e v i v a l S t y l e . I t bears a s t r i k i n g resemblence 
to Design #3 f o r "Symmetrical Bracketed Cottage" p i c t u r e d i n A. J . 
Downing's The A r c h i t e c t u r e of Country Houses, pub l i shed i n 1850 
and r e p r i n t e d 9 t imes t h e r e a f t e r . I n f a c t , the house was copied 
from one i n W a k e f i e l d . I n the t r a n s i t i o n , i t has l o s t the pro ­
por t ions which Downing found so charming, but r e t a i n e d a l l the 
other f e a t u r e s , the symmetrical ( r a t h e r than r o m a n t i c a l l y asymmet­
r i c a l ) mass ing , the heavy porch , board-and-bat ten s i d i n g , and r a t h e r 
I t a l i a n a t e window c a p s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Out of the old Sweetser farm, Amos Cummings planned a real 
estate development in the 1850's. This house was 
b u i l t f o r Stephen H a l l , a l o c a l mason, by John Stevens o f So. Reading, 
Stevens l a t e r ' s t y l e d h i m s e l f an a r c h i t e c t , as c a p i t a l f o r b u i l d i n g 
and l o c a l s o p h i s t i c a t i o n grew. He p r a c t i c e d i n Read ing , Bos ton , 
and Hew Hampshire . 

The " C u m m i n g s v i l l e " development v.'as f i n a n c e d by the Hov/ard Mutua l 
Loan & Fund A s s o c i a t i o n o f B o s t o n , and managed by Reading men. I t 
l a t e r f a i l e d . So too d i d the development , as i t f l o o d e d i n wet 
v/eather so b a d l y t h a t i t v/as nickmaned " M u d v i l l e " . I t i s n o t now 
a d i s t i n c t community. I n the 1850 ' s Cummings a l s o b u i l t Cot tage M a l l 
f o r meet ings and dances. I t was l o c a t e d on Main S t r e e t , served as 
a s c h o o l , then a h o t e l , and was c o n v e r t e d t o a t w o - f a m i l y 
d w e l l i n g . I t v;as demol ished i n 1968. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
E a t o n , Memor ia l Volume page 215, pho to 1875 map S.M. H a l l 

W a d l i n , Concern ing t h e Past . Chapter LXXIV (Stephen) 
The A r c h i t e c t u r e o f C o u n t r y Houses, Downing, A . J . . 

1850 Dover Publications, N. Y., 1969 1889 map E.V/. Msdsworth 
' . " - 1890 V a l u a t i o n i s 

• • G. F . V/adsv/orth 
20M-2/80 

- J ; — 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comunity: Form No: 
Re.?.din~ C-115 

Property Name: ~ 4 ^'inot 

Indicate each item on inventory foxm whidi is being continued below. 

C2J"2~'TA r o i "VALUATIOII 

Stephen ' ' a l l i s s i r / n i f i c a n t ( l ) as s remn£.nt o f the "Mudv i l l e " r ea l 
estate cevelopnent i n the IGSO's; (2) f o r i t s connection w i t h l o c a l 
a r c h i t e c t John otevons; and (3) as one o f P.eadin-'s fev/ e:car.-ples of 
h i - h - s t y l s Gothic Revival d e s i - n . I t r e t a ins i n t e r r i t : ' of l o c a t i o n , 
' Iesi~n, s e t t i n " , m a t e r i a l s , v/orkmanship, a.nd f e e l i n " , and meets 
C r i t e r i a A, B, and C o f the Mat ional Regis te r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Fonii 10-900-a 
<»«2> 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page "/^-hf 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

N a m e R e a d i n g M u l t i p l e R p . q n u r r p A r p a 

State Middlesex County, MASSACHTTSKTTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31. Damon, Joseph, House Entered in the 
National Hegister 

Date/Signature 

eeper ^XA^'^''^^^''A'^'*0*^—^ 7A^9A* 

Attest 

32. Damon, Washington, House Entered i n the 
National fieglster 

-(Ifeeper ^Al^^^-i.^-^./^^—7 7AfAi^ 

33. Dewey Place 

34. Durgin House 

35. Eaton-Prescott House 

36. E l l i o t t , Luther, House 

37. H a l l , Stephen, House 

ct̂ jTcci i i i '̂ Ai.s 
Katlojaal flegister 

Entered i n tJia 

iSn-ciied i n the 
i^ationai fiegistar 

iCntbied in the 
Kational Register 

s^ i i -< i^ <^.j i n t h e 

Natlouil Eogister 

38. Hartshorn, Timothy, House Entered i n th3 

39. Hartwell House 

40. Highland School 

t iuoieu in the 
Ifatlonal fieglster 

Entered In the 
^fttiapal fiegistar 

Attest 

^eper (AIAL-<^.,,^/£^^^ ^Mh^ 
Attest 

Attest 

/iteep er AAAiA-i4.^AS^j^^<^ y/l fM 

Attest 

"̂ Keeper ^ X A ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ - A ^ y i . ^ ^ 7 / / ^ 

Attest 

/iteeper /XAA^-u^^y^yu^ ^^'^A, 

Attest 

^ e p e v ^:7(A^-<'<-*A^>'jc<^ 7//»A 

Attest 

Attest 

itAeper ^lL£^^^u.,^fS<y^—7A9/i'7 Leeper 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" Jura 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

HaH, Stephen, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
CD nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
CD appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request 

Working No. / . — 
Fed. Reg. Date: cAZA^A^^ 

JUN , 4 1984 

Date Due: 
Ataion: 

Entered in tna 
Hatlonal Eeglster. 

7 - - i ' - ^ / 
_SPACCEPT _ 
_ R E T U R N . 
_ REJECT. 

'7-/f~i 
'i-A 
A-

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CJ no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked. 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context ' 
CH relationship of integrity to significance ' vip*. 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may tie directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


