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ric Narme /~'Stephen”aliy
Original Dwelling
Present Dwelling

ship:Q Private individual
Private organization

Public
Original owner Stephen Hall

IPTION:

location in relation to nearest

. buildings Date 1850's

YXAM ) BAIA A=A ares. _
Source CTonceming the Past

Style Gothic Revival

Architect John Stevens
A Exterior wall fabric Board & batten

Outbuildings Garage

1
\0. 'AI\/I I Major alterations (with dates) Porch
|

rails and stairs replaced.

Moved Date
Approx. acreage 5" S,
Recorded by Architectural Setting On a slight rise, at corner
n~..nization Reading Historical lot, faces east.
b Cuumubsluri
Date U/S'O"

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This is one of the few houses in Reading built in the fully
developed Gothic Revival Style. It bears a striking resemblence
to Design #3 for "Symmetrical Bracketed Cottage” pictured in A. J.
Downing's The Architecture of Country Houses, published in 1850
and reprinted 9 times thereafter. In fact, the house was copied
from one in Wakefield. 1In the transition, it has lost the pro-
portions which Downing found so charming, but retained all the
other features, the symmetrical (rather than romantically asymmet-
rical) massing, the heavy porch, board-and-batten siding, and rather
Italianate window caps.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and howv the building relates to the devedopment of the community)

Out of the old Sweetser farm, Amos Cummings planned a rea
estate development in the 1850's. This house was
built for Stephen Hall, a local mason, by John Stevens of So. Reading,
Stevens later'styled himself an architect, as capital for building
and local sophistication grew. He practiced in Reading, Boston,
and Hew Hampshire.

The "Cummingsville" development v.'as financed by the Hov/ard Mutual

Loan & Fund Association of Boston, and managed by Reading men. It
later failed. So too did the development, as it flooded in wet
v/eather so badly that it v/as nickmaned "Mudville". It is not now

a distinct community. In the 1850's Cummings also built Cottage Mall
for meetings and dances. It was located on Main Street, served as

a school, then a hotel, and was converted to a two-family
dwelling. It vias demolished in 1968.
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Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name ~4 a'ipot

Indicate each item on inventory foxm whidi is being continued beow.
C2J'2~TA roi "VALUATIOII

Stephen ''all is sir/nificant (1) as s remnfE.nt of the "Mudville" real
estate cevelopnent in the I1GSO's; (2) for its connection with local
architect John otevons; and (3) as one of P.eadin-'s fev/ ecar.-ples of
hi-h-styls Gothic Revival desi-n. It retains interrit:" of location,
'lesi~n, settin", materials, v/orkmanship, and feelin", and meets
Criteria A, B, and C of the Mational Register.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" Jura 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

HaH, Stephen, House (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CH resubmission

CD nomination by person or local government
CH owner objection

CD appeal

Substantive Review: CH sample e request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Working No. ‘1N h 4 ]—%4'

Fed. Reg. Date: CAZANAM

Date Due: 7 --i'-M A
. Ataion: _SPACCEPT _ '7-/f~i A-
Ergtelredajlrllitnlast RETURN.
onal Eegister. = cesecr.
Federal Agency:
*  appeal CH NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes cCJno

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
CH good I lruins altered
CHfair unexposed

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity

CH alterations/integrity
| | dates

I Iboundary selection

Check one
« original site
moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked.

CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may tie directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

' vip*.












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



