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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on U.S., Route 7, the Ferrisburg-Vergennes Baptist Church stands at the head of
a green in Ferrisburg Center. The church is constructed in a style which combines
Gothic pointed arch fenestration with a plan and massing commonly found on New England
Federal style ecclesiastical architecture.

The main (west) elevation of the gable front building is two stories, three bays, con-
structed in brick, laid in American bond, resting onan ashlar limestone foundation.
Two front entrances, slightly recessed w1th paneled reveals and doors, flank a central
triple-hung Gothic-arched window topped-with intersecting tracery. Each of the flanking
doorways is topped.by..a:Gothicssash window.._All.windows have:stone lug.sills.
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The north and south elevatlons, also three bays, and the rear elevation of two bays,
have triple-hung Gothic-arched windows with intersecting tracery, A slate roof covers
the building, and is capped by a two-tiered frame tower. The tower has a Gothic-arch
window on the lower tier and triple-louvered openings with an ogee-arch wood surround
on the toptier. The tower is an exact copy of the original tower, destroyed in a fire
on July 4, 1976.

Two bronze plaques have been added to the facade of the building, both commemorating
the town's citizens who served in World War I and II. A wooden sign decorates the front
facade and reads, '""Building erected by Union Society, 1840, Purchased by Town of Ferris-
burg, 1898."

The interior of the church was considerably altered when the town took possession of the
building in 1898, including removal of the box pews and sanctuary. The rear balcony,
although lacking its original pews, remains. Theatre seats now provide seating for

the religious services.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A striking.example.of VNermont:vernacular:architecture, the :Rerrisburg-Veygennes Baptist
Church stands as an important environmental feature of the intersection of Route 7 and
Kingsland Bay Road, Ferrisburg's remaining "Town Center." Surrounded by small resi-
dences, a town clerk's office, a school, and various commercial establishments, it is
clearly the focal point of the townscape of Ferrisburg Center. The small green, which
fronts the church and separates it from Route 7, acts as a forum-for many social events.

The building was erected in 1840, by the religious denominations in Ferrisburg at a cost
of $2,200. As time progressed, the expansion of the town's religious congregation wit-
nessed the erection of individual_meeting houses, until the acquisition of the "Union
Church" by the town in 1898.
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Acreage of nominated property: less than one.

Verbal'boundary description: Coextensive with the boundaries of the property
of the Union Meetinghouse, owned by the Town of Ferrisburg, excluding the
building to the left (north) of the meetinghouse which has been so altered

as to destroy its character.
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