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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pepperrell House is a fine Colo 51 mansion. Built in 1682, its
grandeur surpassed that of all other houses in the province at that time.
Set on one acre of land on Kittery Point, the mansion is oblong with a
gambrel roof and two brick chimneys. Sometime between 1720 £&nd 1723 the
house was enlarged and remodeled by William Peppérrell the younger. It
was again remodeled somewhat in 1848{

Facing the harbor is the nfne windowed front with a paneled front
door centrally positioned. The ground floor windows and this door are
topped by pediments; the door is flanked by plain pi]asters. Each corner
of the house has paneled pilasters, the front and back of the house have
plain cornices. On the back of the house, which faces the main road, a
simple Palladian window sits directly above another pediment topped door
with flanking pilasters. There are six double hung windows of twelve over
eight lights on this side. The south end contains another pilaster flanked
door with pediment and seven windows, two of which are smaller than'the
rest, six over six lights. The north end contains two of these smaller
windows, and three of the larger; there is a small entrance shed on this
end of the structure. The house is sided in dark brown shingles and has

white door and window trim.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The name of Kittery first appeared on December 20, 1635; this set-
tlement comprised of ninety-six square miles became incorporated on
October 20, 1647 as one of the first towns in Maine. Around 1680, William
Peppezpef;, a fisherman, originally from Tavistock, Devonshire, England, |
came to Kittery Point from the Isles of Shoals and set up business. Con-
nection with John‘Bray, a leading mefchant and shipwright of the town,
led to Pepperrell's marriage to the daughter, Margery Bray, and to the
subsequent business partnership between Bray and Pepperrell. This ship-
ping and mercantile business brought extensive trade and an increased
number of wharves and warehouses to Kittery. Upon his marriage, Pepperrell
was given by his father-in-law one acre of land upon which Pepperrell
built, in 1682, the finest house inlthe province of Maine. Here he and
Margery created a home that was noted for culture and hospitality and
which for two generations would be synonymous with all that was successful
and grand in colonial life. By 1695, William Pepperrell owned most of
Kittery Point and'much of the area extending up the coast as far as Saco,
then known as Pepperrellboro. Pepperrell built many fishing and trading
vessels, served as a justice of the peace for thirty-five years and as

judge of the court of common pleas from 1715 until his death. He was
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 2

perhaps the wealthiest man in New England and indeed the grandee of his
bommunity. Yet, it is not for him that his house is mainly famed; it is
rather for this house being the 1ife long home of his son, Sir William
Pepperrell. |

The son, William, was born on June 27, 1696. He attended the village
school, had private tutoring and acquired a profinciency for surveyance and
ship navigation. In helping his father with the business, he managed all
the contracting for shipbuilding and conducted much trade with Boston and
London. At twenty-one, he was commissioned a justice of the peace and was
offered the captaincy of a company of cavalry. From this he was promoted
to major and then colonel, making him commander of the militia of Maine.
In 1726 he was chosen representative to the General Court from Kittery.
A}n 1723 Pepperrell had married Mary Grove Hirst and had enlarged his father's
house by adding a wing to either end (these were later removed). Both
families lived in the Pepperrell House until the father's death in 1733.

From 1744 to 1759 William Pepperrell was certainly a leading figure in
New England. Tension grew between France and England and when ultimately
the war broke out, Pepperrell was placed in command of an expeditionary
force and was commissioned to seiie Et. Louisbourg on Cape Breton, Nova
Scotia, the most important French stronghold. fhis fort, known as the
Gibralter of the west, was attacked by men who possessed no military train-
ing and who utilized unorthodox strategy, yet, Louisbourg fell to Pepperrell.

He was duly rewarded for this with a baronet's title from King George II

L (See Continuation Sheet)
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of England. Pepperrell, now Sir William, continued to gain honors. In 1755
he was made major general and he became lieutenant governor in 1759; he was
from 1746 through 1758 the acting governor of Massachusetts.

Sir William Pepperrell had two children, Elizabeth and Andrew. Andrew
died in 1746 while still in his twenties. Elizabeth married Captain Nathaniel
Sparhawk and their son, William, by the will of his grandfather, Sir William,
was made heir to the Pepperrell estate (Sir William had died in 1754) on the
condition that he change his name to Pepperrell. This was done through the
Legislature of Massachusetts and in 1774 this William Pepperrell was also
made baronet. Unfortunately, however, Sir William remained loyal to the
King at the beginning of the Revolution and when he went to England, the
vast Pepperrell estate was confiscated by Government officials in Boston.
With no male heirs to carry on the name of Pepperrell in America, a name
which had played such an important role in New England Colonial history,
the William Pepperrell House stands today as one of the few tributes re-

maining to this name.
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