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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

*The Butler House is an imposing Italianate structure situated in
Mountain City on the west side of Church Street, also Highway 91.
Surrounding the two-story red brick L-shaped dwelling are enormous
pine trees and four acres of land with the front yard sloping to

the street.

A photograph taken shortly after the house was completed circa
1871, shows that there have been few alterations.
hipped, the eaves are supported by carved brackets, and open
balustraded porches lead to the three main floor entrances. WlndOWS
“on both floors are grouped in twos:
squared and capped by a projecting flat cornice with bracket
supports, while second floor windows are round-headed. The most
umusual exterior architectural features of the Butler House are the
pedimented canopies sheltering the three second-story balconies,
one on the center front and two on the south side.
of the L- -wing has a double porch with an outside staircase and

supports with jigsaw trim,

The interior plan of the main section of the house consists of
a central hall with two rooms on each side.
unique Y-shaped stairway which splits at mid-point. One section
continues to wind to the front or east side of the second floor,
while the other set of stairs are straight and lead to the back
As a result, it is impossible to walk
the entire length of the second floor hall.

rooms on the second floor.

On the north side of the main floor are double parlors with simple
carved marble mantels, and original silver-leafed picture rails.
Across the hall in the southeast corner is a small library with
original grained bookshelves and woodwork.
divides the library from the other room on the south side. Both
floors of the L-wing contain two rooms.
are original throughout the house, as are the floors on the second
story. Those on the first floor were replaced circa 1900.

To the back of the house are several frame outbuildings dating
from the late nineteenth century.
house, a smoke and storage house, a barn, a granary, and a privy.

Two outbuildings, the ice house and the woodhouse, have dlsappeared

house, which is now in excellent condition.
clude restoring the outbuildings, perhaps adapti

for new uses.

those on the first flogp,

In the hall is a

An entrance area

Shutters and brass fittings

These include a well and wash

The roof is

The north side
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
- Johnson County is locdated in the mountainous no her of
Tennessee, where it borders the states of Virginia a orth

Carolina. There are several handsome brick houses dating from the
last half of the nineteenth century in the county, but by far, the
most imposing structure is the Butler House, built by one of
Johnson County's most illustrious citizens and still owned by the
family.

In 1836, both Johnson County, and its county seat, Taylorsville,
now Mountain City, were created. About ten years later, Roderick
Random Butler moved to the town from Wytheville, Virginia. Butler,
Wwho Wwas born in 1827 and whose father died shortly afterwards, had
been a tailor's apprentice. Family history states that Butler could
neither read nor write when he began working in a tailor's shop in
Mountain City, and that it was his wife, Emeline Jane Donnelly,
whom he married in 1847, that taught him. He was admitted to the
bar in 1854, a year which marks the beginning of an active judicial
and political career.

Butler's first appointment was that of Postmaster of Taylorsville
by President Fillmore. From 1859-1863, he was a member of the
Tennessee State Senate, Where he voted against secession. Butler
recruited and organized the 13th Regiment of the Tennessee Volunteer
Cavalry,after which he relinquished its leadership to a military-
trained man. He was a county judge as well as judge of the First
Judicial Circuit of Tennessee in 1865. Beginning in 1867, he held
a variety of elected positions: Congressman, 1867-75; Member of the
State House of Representatives, 1879-85; Congressman, 1887-89; and
Member of the Tennessee State Senate, 1893-1901. Butler died in
1902.

Obviously, the combination of Butler's career and political ambitio
and a large family (eventually eleven children), influenced him
when building his house. According to family history, the founda-
tion was dug in 1859, but the house was not completed until circa
1870, when interior painting was known to have been done. "I.W.
Whitlow painted this room May, 1870," is inscribed on a shelf in
the library where the woodwork is grained. Family history also
states that Butler's living in the east at that time affected the
appearance of the house, because it is believed that the exterior
carving was shipped from Washington and that the staircase was

designed by a New York architect but executed by a Nashville craftsman.
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The Butler House was listed with a boundary of five acres. There was
no verbal boundary description, boundary justification, or map. Many
nominations from Tennessee in the 1970s had acreage that was estimated
by looking at the property. We believe that the 3.6 acres currently
associated with the house is an appropriate boundary.

The 3.6 acres is outlined on the accompanying Johnson County tax map
41-I1-B-17. It is an irregular tract that measures 303 feet by 289 i
feet by 344 feet by 548 feet. The boundary encompasses the house and
outbuildings mentioned in the nomination.
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