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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hol yoke City Hall i ssituated i ntheheart of thecity of Holyoke at the
sout heast corner of High and Dwi ght Streets. The building was designed i n 1871
by C B. Atwood of Boston and was conpleted i n1875 with Henry F. Kilburn of

New York acting as architect for thelast twoyears of the project.

The Holyoke City Hall isinafree formGothic style, incorporating such typical

el ements as spires, turrets, pointed arches, buttresses, ribbed vaulting, and
stained glass. The length of thebuilding on High Street i s 190 feet and t he -
wi dth on Dwi ght Street i s114 feet. The foundation walls are four feet thick and
are made of quarried stone. The exterior of theCity Hall i squarry faced Monson
granite laid i nirregular courses. The roof i scovered with dark slate interrupted
by bands of redand green slate, and surnmounted by iron cresting and finials.

The principal entrance on Dwi ght Street i sby way of 18 broad granite steps

which lead t oa large porch, 14 by 32 feet, finished with deep noul ded arches,
polished Aberdeen granite colums, richly carved capitals and an el aborate
timber ceiling. Sixnore steps approach three double doorways, each six feet

wi de, which open into a vestibule with a slate floor.

Rising above thecentral entranceway on Dwight Street i sa tower, 28 feet square
at t hebase, which reaches a height of 225 feet above t hesidewal k. At each
corner of thetower arecircular turrets which termnate i nconical roofs of

gal vani zed iron. The tower contains a belfry and clocks on each elevation.

The plan of theHolyoke City Hall i sthat of a rectangle with two transeptional _
wings crossing i t at either end. The interior of thebuilding is marked by its
handsone wainscotting and mouldings and by itsrich use of black wal nut, oak, .

white ash, marble and slate. Qe of thenost noteworthy interior features i s

the great hall of thesecond story which nmeasures 113 feet long by 75 feet wide

by 42 feet high. The roof of this hall i scarried by two large longitudinal
lattice trusses, 94 feet by 15 feet, finished with heavy noul ded transverse braces
and terminating onrichly carved corbels. The hall also contains tenw ndows,

15 feet high by 5h feet wide, filled with richly colored stained glass illustrating
scenes of Commerce, Music, Painting, Agriculture, Water Power and Manufactures,

and Mechanic Arts.

The building as a whole remains virtually unaltered, and its towering spire
continues tobe a landmark i ntheCity of Hol yoke.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Holyoke City Hall i ssignificant as the work of architects C B. Atwood
and Henry F. Kilburn and as a landnmark i nthe City of Holyoke which has re-
mai ned i ncontinuous use and virtually unchanged since its construction i n the
late 19th century.

WUoon its completion i n1875, t heHol yoke City Hall was said t obe t he finest
public building i nMassachusetts west of Boston. Plans forthebuilding began
in 1871 when a building commttee was appointed and funds appropriatedfor

the construction of acity hall. | nMy 1871a conpetition was held i nwhich
architects Kilburn, Hathorn, Atwood, Hunt, Potter and Parker were invitedto
present plans and designs. | nAugust 1871t hebuilding committee formally
accepted t hedesign of C,B Atwood forthenew City Hall. Although his initial

plans were used forthebuilding, Atwood failed tofurnish all thenecessary

drawi ngs, and so, i nCOctober 1874, Henry F. Kilburn of New York was contracted

to provide drawings fortheproject. Kilburn's work began when t hewalls of the*
building were up and nost of theroof on. Hisdrawings were forthetower and for
the interior finish, including theroof of thelarge second floor hall. The total
cost of theland and building, including furniture, was approximtely $ 372,000.

The great hall on t he second floor remains one of thenost outstanding features

of Holyoke City Hall. At thetime of its construction, this hall was said t obe
one of thefinest and nost expensive i nthecountry. It i scapable of seating
1300 people, with an additional 150 i nt hegallery, and has been t he scene of a r,,
variety of political and cultural events i nthecity. The stained glass w ndows
in thehall were also said t obe anong t he nost handsome i nt hestate. They

were fromthekEcclesiastical Stained G ass Wrks of Sanuel West of Boston.

Following theconpletion of theHolyoke City Hall, thecity's business district
grew up around t heinpressive public building. Today thebuilding continues

to stand as thevisual focal point of thedowntow area. The inposing City Hall
also remains i nuse and i nappearance just as it was i nthelate 19th century.
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Paul Guzzi 294 Weshin n Street,

727.83t70
7 Cctober 1975

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior
18th and C Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed please find three National Register nom nations for the following
properties:

1. Holyoke, Holyoke City Hall
2. Mattapoisett, Third Meetinghouse
3. Provincetown, Center Methodist Church

These properties have been voted eligible for subm ssion by the
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion (theState Review Board) and have

been signed by t heState Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R
Aradon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

A Wnw

Encl osures
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