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Recently restored by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the toll house west 
of Uniontown was erected in 1835. A two-story octagonal brick tower is the 
dominant feature of the building. This tower, from the ground to the roof, 
is about 20 feet high; has a toll board on the road side; has a porch 
encircling most of the first floor, and is crowned by a small tower atop 
its roof. The toll-keeper from inside the house had an excellent view of 
the road in both directions. When in use, the toll house also had an 
iron gate that could be swung across the road.

The tower has two wings. One is on the east and the other is located on the 
south. Each consists of a single room, with a fireplace. The wings are one- 
story and have gabled roofs. Sometime after the construction of the toll 
house, another small room was added in the rear of the building. There are 
no original furnishings in the toll house, which is presently operated as 
a museum. Admission is free.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1831, the Federal Government turned over to Pennsylvania that portion
of the National Road within the State. Four years later the State authorized
the construction of six toll houses, two of which are extant.

The National Road, or Cumberland Road as Congress always referred to the high­ 
way, was one of the great national undertakings in the early years of the 19th 
century. As the lands west of Allegheny Mountains grew in population and 
wealth, Congress was subjected to increasing pressures to improve communication 
between the newer and older parts of the country. In answer to western demands, 
the Congress on March 29, 1806, authorized the construction of a road from 
Cumberland, Maryland, to the Ohio River.

Pennsylvania reaped a greater return from the road than any other eastern state. 
As an example of the highway's benefit, before the road reached Wheeling, mail 
was in passage for a week between Baltimore and Wheeling. But, with the 
completion of this first section that time alone was reduced to two days. 
Pennsylvania clearly realized the value of the road, and as early as 1828 passed 
laws to protect the highway.

The National Government, because of constitutional and political questions, in 
the early 1820's authorized the transfer of the National Road to the respective 
states through which it passed. The Keystone State then planned to erect six 
toll houses on the road in order to help pay for the maintenance of the highway. 
And when Pennsylvania received her section of the Cumberland Road in 1835, the 
toll house just west of Uniontown was erected. The great years of the road had 
passed, but for about the next 50 years Pennsylvania collected tolls from the 
road. By the 1870's, the once magnificent highway was hardly more than a rough 
lane, and in the following years the toll house itself deteriorated. Through 
the efforts of the; Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Toll House has been restored 
and is presently opened to the public.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Toll House sits on the Old National Road, U.S. Route 40, facing east. Located 
on a small knoll, the property is less than one acre. The boundary of the landmark 
is the edge of the knoll on which the toll house stands and the west curb of the 
Old National Road. This boundary is indicated by a red line on an accompanying 
sketch map labeled The Toll House, National Road.
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