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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Thomas French House is a 2 1/2 story central hall plan house with 
double parlors. The historic entrance is on the south side. The house was 
built in stages, beginning with a one room building in the present southwest 
corner. It grew to a 3 bay side hall plan and ultimately to a full 5 bays. 
The east-front parlor is notable for its simple molded cornice, its chair-rail, 
and its Georgian corner cupboard which has a round arch opening, carved 
pilasters, and a carved key stone. Behind the study is the living room whose 
size was increased by moving the wall which separates it from the study. This 
brought both corner fireplaces into the living room, one of which has been 
enclosed. The remaining fireplace has a fine Federal Adams mantle with thin 
free standing columns and carved bull's eyes in the end panels. The woodwork 
is not notable in the other rooms but much of the old glass and floor boarding 
remains, and the overall sense of an 18th century house is well conveyed.

The exterior is stucco on 3 sides with a plain brick front. The five 
frontal b^[as are irregularly disposed, and on e&f_ the ground floor windows has 
been moved over half a bay. All ground floor windows are 9 over 9, with 9 
over 6 upstairs. The building is surmounted by a box cornice with gable end 
returns. There is also a 2 bay front port of simple character.
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One can see, in the irregular bays of the French house, an interesting 
example of the way in which houses grew in the 18th century, gradually com 
pleting themselves to a full 5 bays. This was a vernacular phenomenon which 
was quite widespread in South Jersey. In addition the house contains some 
fine Georgian and Federal woodwork.

Dating back to the early 18th century, the French house is probably the 
oldest house in moorestown. It grew with the town, and constitutes an excel 
lent tie with the past.

The oldest portion of the house was begun around the beginning of the 
18th Century. Thomas French, Jr., the builder, was a man of local prominence 
during that period. He held a number of church and township level offices and 
ultimately was elected county Freeholder. His son, Thomas III inherited the 
property and continued to farm it, but it is not recorded that he held any 
public office. The farm passed in turn to Edward French, who owned it during 
the American Revolution. The house was probably occupied by both British and 
American troops. On February 15, 1777, Continental troops appropriated cedar 
rails, hay, and grain from the farm. Thomas Morris, who lived on the farm, 
reports that in June 1778, British troops slaughtered several cattle and made 
away with some timber and clothing.

The house and surrounding property remained in the the French family until 
1837. For a time the house was used as a school for girls. In 1858 the 
property was acquired by Elwood Hollinshead and remained in the Hollinshead 
family until 1965. The farm retained a considerable acreage until 1914, when 
the Hollinshead family began to sell off the land. The present tract consists 
of 2.6 acres.



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See additional reference sheet for bibliography.

2.6 A
Moorestown Tax Map Sheet #29C 
Block 216 F, Lot 11

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
C| , | 1 | , | , . | I , I , I . . I Dl . I I I , 1 , . I I . I , I , . I 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property consist of an irregular rectangle fronting 50 feet onto 
Camden Avenue and going back 180 feet.
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