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SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE_____________________________________

Located at 1001 South Tamiami Trail, the red brick and glazed terra cotta, late Gothi 
Revival, three-story with 4-%-story entrance tower building was designed by M. Leo 
Elliott as the Sarasota High School in 1926. Completed in 1927, the rectangular, 
irregular plan, masonry-walled structure was set on a high base of limestone and 
concrete in imitation of limestone. Although the west elevation was three-stories, 
the east elevation was a two-story structure which was parallel to the west elevation 
and terminated" in two-story perpendicular wings.^ The flat roof surfaces of the 
school were protected by flat parapet projections ornamented with glazed terra cotta 
crenellation. A 4-^-story tower was located at the entrance of the west elevation. 
The corners of the tower were marked by brick buttresses, which terminated in glazed 
terra cotta cluster columns. Ornate crocket projections formerly pierced the tower 
•skyline, but were removed at an unknown date. Gothic Revival colonettes, crockets> 
tracery, quatrefoils and bosses were executed in glazed terra cotta on the tower 
facade. The entrance door was set within Tudor arches and lancet openings appeared 
above the panelled double door. To the north and south of the tower extended two, 
three-story wings, which consi-sted of five blocks of windows arranged in groupings c, 
three and four. _The three-story "north and south elevations were identical, three- 
bay elevations with center-bay ..entrances set within buttressed enframements with 
trace-ry windows above. The original entrance lobby was decorated by rows of Tudor 
arches with plaster cast statues located within the arched aisles. In addition to 
the significant Elliott-designed school building, there is an addition which was 
designed by Paul Rudolph located at the southeast quadrant of the school property.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The red brick and glazed terra cotta, Late Gothic Revival, three-story with 4-^-stor 
entrance tower building located at 1001 South Tamiami Trail, was designed.by archite 
M. Leo Elliott as the Sarasota High School in 1926. The school was completed in 
1927 and the first senior class graduated in 1928. Designed in the Late Gothic 
Revival Style or the "Collegiate Gothic," the rectangular, irregular plan masonry 
wall structure was set on a high base of limestone and concrete laid in imitation 
of limestone. The flat roof surfaces were protected by flat parapets ornnamented 
with label-enframed and cusped crenellations. At the east elevation appeared a 
two-story wing which was parallel to the three-story west elevation.

The main or entrance elevation, located at the west elevation, was characterized 
by the use of a 4-%-story massive square plan entrance tower located at the center 
of the facade. The corners of the tower were marked by brick pier buttresses, 
which terminated at the top of the tower projection in glazed terra cotta cluster 
columns. Ornate crocket projections formerly pierced the skyline, but were 
removed at an unknown date. The tower was ornamented with various combinations 
of colonettes, crockets, tracery, quatrefoils and bosses, all Gothic Revival 
motifs, executed in ornamental glazed terra cotta. The entrance door was approaches
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by a series of brick stairs with soldier course treads. The two-leaved wood door 
with Gothic Revival panelling was set within a deeply recessed series of graduated 
Tudor-arched openings. The door transom was pierced by seven round-arched lancet 
openings. A vertical band of windows located between the corner buttresses were 
separated by tiled spandrels.

Located to the north and south of the center entrance tower were two, three-story 
blocks pierced by industrial-type windows, arranged in groups of four and three. 
At the first two floors the windows were separated by terra cotta spandrels, while 
at the third floor the windows rested on a band course of glazed tiling and the 
window lintels were a continuous label molding. Modified quoin projections 
enframed the windows at the first and second floors. Each three-story wing was 
pierced by five groups of windows which appeared in groups of four and three.

An ornate entrance enframement with tracery windows, buttresses and door set within 
a graduated series of Tudor arches- was-also provided at the three-story north 
elevation. The- two banks of windows arranged in sets of four and entrance created 
a three-bay north elevation facade. The original panelled door formerly located at 
the north elevation has been removed and replaced by a metal door with small glass 
openings. The south elevation is identical to the north elevation, with the 
exception that the original panelled door with four-light upper panels per leaf 
remains intact. At the northeast.and southeast were placed two, two-story inter­ 
secting brick wings. At the east-elevation, large pointed-arched openings 
formerly pierced the northeast 'two-story wing, but these openings were subsequently 
filled in with concrete and six-light windows appear at the upper floor while 
narrow four-light transoms appear at the first floor opening. The entire length 
of the east elevation stepped down to a two-story building, also with flat roof.

The floors of the ground floor corridors were covered in terrazzo. The original 
entrance lobby located at the west tower entrance was marked by Tudor-arched arcades 
with cluster columns and heraldic shields located in the spandrels above. The 
coved ceiling was further ornamented by the application of square bosses. Plaster 
cast statuary donated by several graduating senior classes were located between 
the arcades. °

The Sarasota High School is remarkably well-maintained and intact. Continuing the 
tradition of architectural excellence, an addition to the school complex, located 
at the southeast quadrant of the high school property was designed by Paul Rudolph.
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SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located at 1001 South Tamiami Trail, the brick and glazed terra cotta, Late Gothic 
Revival three-story with 4-^-story entrance tower building was designed by Tampa 
and St. Petersburg architect M. Leo Elliott as the Sarasota High School.^ The 
graduating class of 1928 was the first class to graduate from the new school which 
was designed in 1926. ° The construction of the Sarasota High School was part of . 
-county-wide program which included the erection of the South Side and Bay Haven 
Elementary Schools. 11 The school expansion program coincided with the land "Boom" 
upward rise of real estate prices; as a result, the High School site was purchased 
for $317,000 in 1927. 12 The construction of the three schools was indicative of t 
anticipated rise in the school-age population and was recommended by the Cambridg 
Massachusetts planner, John Nolen, in his Comprehensive Plan for the City which w 
pubJLished in 1925. 13 The architect'of record, M. Leo-Elliott was also responsible 
for the. designs of the Bay Haven and South Side Elementary Schools in 1926. 14 Mr 
Elliott was a remarkably eclectic designer and was equally as adept working in thr- 
Mediterranean Revival style used for the elementary schools as in the use of the Lc. 
Gothic Revival (or "Collegiate Gothic") in his Sarasota High School design. 
Executed in red brick and ornamental glazed terra cotta, the Sarasota High School i 
a prominent landmark in the City of Sarasota. Primary design emphasis was placed c 
the entrance bay, a 4-^-story tower with red brick piers and cream-toned, glazed 
terra cotta tracery, spandrels and crockets. Even the industrial banks of windows 
located at the three-story wings which flank the central tower are embellished wit?, 
narrow label lintels, and quatrefoil spandrels. In addition to the school design, 
Mr. Elliott was also responsible for the design of the first skyscraper in the Cit: 
the former First National company building on Main Street, subsequently, the Orang^ 
Blossom Hotel. 15

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The three-story brick and glazed terra cotta, Late Gothic Revival Building with 
4-Vstory entrance tower located at 1001 South tamiami Trail was designed in 1926 
by Tampa and St. Petersburg architect M. Leo Elliott and opened as the Sarasota Hie 
School with the first senior class graduating from the new school in 1928. 16 ~17 The 
construction of the Sarasota High School was part of a county-wide school expansior 
program which included the erection of the Bay Haven Elementary School (MRNS #31) 
and the South Side Elementary School (MRNS #35). The three schools were designed 
by M. Leo Elliott in 1926. 18 The undertaking of the three major school complexes 
was indicative of the anticipated rise in the school-age population of the City.
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The geographical spread of the school locations reflected the expansion of the 
residential limits of the City to the north, south and east. Unfortunately, the 
school expansion program coincided with the upward rise in real estate prices 
during the "Boom," which resulted in the high prices paid for potential school 
sites. The Sarasota High School site, in particular, was purchased at a cost of 
$317,000 in 1927. In The Story of Sarasota, author Karl Grismer commented that 
the "tract upon which the school [Sarasota High School] was located cost more than 
the Florida Mortgage and Investment Co., Ltd., paid for the entire site of 
Sarasota—and 50,000 acres beside ... in 1885!" 2^ Bond issues in excess of
$1,500,000 were used to floatthe land acquisition, construction and operating costs

21 required by the school expansion program.

In 1924 the City commissioned a planning study which was published in 1925. The 
planning consultant, John Nolen of Cambridge, Massachusetts, advised in his report 
.that school "sites . . . should be selected and acquired "at the time of the 
projected, [residential] development of-a district. [Noting] this may usually be 
done at a considerable economic saving." In his report, Mr. Nolen advised that 
four elementary schools be built, two of which were constructed, the Bay Haven 
and the Southside Elementary Schools. Mr. Nolen also recommended that a new high 
school be built on Osprey Avenue between Twelfth and Sixteenth Streets. ^ An 
alternate site on South Tamiami Trail, was selected by the County School Board.

The architect of"record,.M. Leo Elliott, was responsible for the designs of the 
Bay Haven and South side Elementary Schools as well as the Sarasota High School.24 
The three schools were designed by Mr. Elliott in 1926 and represent the eclectic 
nature of Mr. Elliott's work. Designed in the Mediterranean Revival Style, Bay 
Haven and South Side Schools are remarkably rich designs executed in stucco and 
cast stone. Particular emphasis is placed on the entrance bays of each elementary 
school. The pedimented entrance bays are richly ornamented with cast stone 
frontispieces, with ornate column capitals and twisted shafts, foliated frieze^ 
consoles and cornucopia embellishments. In the design of the Sarasota High School, 
Mr. Elliott demonstrated his ability to use the "Collegiate Gothic Style" or Late 
Gothic Revival Style, which had been popularized on such campuses as Princeton 
University (supervising architect, Ralph Adams Cram) and the Men's Campus of Duke 
University (Horace Trumbauer). Mr. Elliott again placed primary design emphasis 
on the entrance bay of the Sarasota High School. The entrance bay is a tower 
projection which is highly ornamented with glazed terra cotta tracery, spandrels 
and crockets. The play of the cream-toned glazed terra cotta against the severe \ 
red brick piers is effective. Banks of industrial windows are softened by the 
allocation of label lintels and quatrefoil spandrels at the five-bay wings which 
flank the central entrance tower of the High School. Prior to the 1926 school 
designs, Mr. Elliott was responsible for the design of the first skyscraper in 
the City, the First National Company building on Main Street (which later became ; 
the Orange Blossom Hotel). 26

Occupying a large site on South Tamiami Trail, the Sarasota High School is a 
prominent landmark in the City of Sarasota. The significant red brick and glazed 
terra cotta structure has been well maintained and is noteworthy in architectural 
terms and for the integrity of the structure. At the southeast edge of the high 
school site is a significant addition which was built by the architect, Paul 
Rudolph.
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6Ibid.
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p. 240.

12Ibid.
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19 Ibid.
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