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1. Name/MA..----M ycic-c.

higoric 'rfatson-Steiger-Loomis House

and/or coi ctagon House (preferred)

2. Location

» HCRS use only
celved MAR 3 1982
Iteentered APR J 1982

street & numtjer 28 King Street not for publication
city, town Westfield vicinity of congressional district First
state  Massachusetts code 025 county  Hampden code 013
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) X- private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational X private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object . in process yes: restricted government ‘e : scientific

X being considered ye?:. unrestricted Industrial transportation
X no military other:
4. Owner of Property
name Anna Czarnecki
street & number 2° ANAN otreeo
city, town Westfield vicinity of e Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampden County Registry of needs
street & number rQ State Street
city,town  Springfield state MA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets

title of the Commonweal th has this property been determined elegible? yes X no
date July 8, 1977 .federal state . county local
depository for survey records  MSsachusetts Historical Qonmassion
city, town ~ BOSton state  VBSSACchusetts



1. DeSCFiption VESTFI ELD. Oct agon House, 28 King Street

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X_original site
good ruins X\ altered moved date

X+ fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Vdtson-Seiger-Looms house faces north on King Street ina densely devel oped |ater nine-
teenth century nei ghborhood on the western edge of dowitown Westfield,” [ts na n conponents
consist of a fwo story octagon built between 1858-1864, and a two storY rear ell in the
1870's. Both sections are of wood frane construction, sheathed with clapboards and trimmed
\t/)\nthkcornerboards and friezes. The foundationbel owgrade isgranite while above grade itis
rick.

Each pl ane of the octagonal section i s symwetrically designed with a single wndow |ighting
each tloor., The wndows have sinple franes with slighlty projecting caps and nost contain
original @6 double hung sash, although a few contain decorative Ane repl acenent s.
The octagon i s enclosed by a IOWOPItChed netal roof supported on paired carved brackets at
each corner. The roof is piercedhby a central belvedere, which echoes the design of the
house, and two interior chinmeys.

@ the interior, inkeeping with a typical plan of an octagon house, is a central spiral
staircase which [eads not only to the second floor, but tothe cupola as well.

Alterations to the facade include the addition of a Queen Ane style porch, narked by
decoratively turned porch posts and bal usters, a frieze of spindles under the eaves, and e
a turreted projection at the Northeast corner. As already noted, the fenestration has
been sonewhat altered by the use of 91 sash on the first floor of the three front elevations.

Tre rear ell, ca. 1870, isa tw story, four bay rectangular extensionwhose construction
materials and fenestration correspond to that of the nain structure. [t termnateswith atw
story shed outhouse which is believed to have been added inthe late 19th century.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X_architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X-1800-1899 X_commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates C. 1861 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Vet son-Seiger-Looms House possesses integrity of design, location, materials, and
setting, andis afine exanple of an unusual style of 19th century architecture. [t also
hes associations with apast promnent businessnan of the area, and therefore the house
neets criteria Band Cof the National Register of Hstoric Pl aces.

This octagonal house, built for Joseph Vétson, ca. 1861, represents aninteresting aspect
of experinentation in donestic design which occured during the 19th century. It clearly
displays the characteristics of the octagon style devel oped by Gson Squire Fower in his
design” book, AHre for A1, andis representative of the |ess ornate type which evol ved

in Mssachusetts. This is one of three octagonal cottages which originally existedin
Wstfield, andisthe only one that stands intact today.

Athough the period of popularity for this residential tyEe vas short-lived, 1848-1862,

the design appeared throughout the United States. MNawwYork and Missachusetts in particul ar
had a high concentrationof the style, and to this day approximately twenty such structures
exist in Mssachusetts.

Qson Squire Fower, the ngjor proponent of this plan, felt the octagon nade vas preferabl e
to others for both aestheticand practical reasons. Inhis pattern book, AHre for All,
first printed in 1848 he exposed the virtues of this architectural design. Awang its
P%fjls“v'e qualities, henoted that it provided substantially nore floor space than a square
ewth the san@ sizewalls. Healsofelt it was nore attractive since it cIoseI¥
approached a spherical shape, aform he believed vas the predomnant oneinnature. 1 n
addi tion hePropounded that this was an economcal building type aswell since it et in
nore sunlight and therefore was | ess expensive to heat. [nnany ways Gson Squire vas a
progressive thinker and designer of his day.

In addition toits architectural significance, the Vdtson-Seigers-Looms Huse al so po-
ssess significance inits association with aregionally promnent |ate 19th century business-
nan. M. Abert Steiger, wioolived here inthe 1880 s-90's, was the founder of the Steiger
Departnent Sores which continue to be aleading retail firmin Mssachusetts. Fom 1!
through the 1970's, the house has been owed by the Looms famly.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Assorted naps, 1855, 1870, 1875, 1894, 1912

Deeds, Hanpden Qounty Registry of Deeds, Springfield, Massachusetts.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 25 M m \EE

Quadrangle name Southwick
Quadrangle scale 1-25 000

O

UMT References

68562 pl UM 6749 q .

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

cLU I lel .11 1111 1el DLJ llel., |ofe]|
RN F 1L

GILJ L H i-jj 1L

Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached topographical nap of' Gty of Wstfield

List all state& and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state fAlfn county code
state code county code
11+ Form Prepared By
Kathryn Kubie, Program Assistant Dept. ot community Develop.
nameftile Candace Jenkins, Register Director with Lee David Hamber, Administrative Assistant,
organization = Massachusetts Historical Commission date February 8, 1980
street*number294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachuset ts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state”is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission date z/iy/fI"

For HCRS use only
P | hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Aj_™\;|H<eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Citg of Westfield, M assachusetts

DEPARTMENT of COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Patrick M. Condoa
Dirtclor

January 20, 1982

M. Patricia Vsl owslci

State Historic Preservation Officer

Executive Director RECEIVED
Massachusetts Historical Cormmi ssion

294 Washington Street JAN 25198
Boston, M. 02108

WIASS. HIST. COMM.
Dear M. Wesl owski :

Pl ease accept our departnent's endorsenent of the two pending Westfield
nom nations for National Register status: The Looms Cctagon House, and
and t helLandl ord Fow er Tavern.

As you nay know, t helandl ord Fow er Tavern has been carefully restored
through a concerted effort that involved Block Gant funds fromthis office.

The original doorway, which i s nowon display at the New York Metropolitan
Miseum f or its significance as an exenplar of Georgian period design, has
been accurately restored. Wth this restoration and others, the buildingi s,
we feel, thesingle nmost inportant area exanple of the Georgian style, both
froman architectural and a historic point of view

The Looms Qctagon House i s one of a handful of such hones remaining nation-
wide and i s theonly one inour region. National Register status for this
building, which i s now showing significant decay, would nake its future
restoration far nore |ikely.

In conclusion, the Westfield Office of Gommunity Devel opnent heartily

endorses theinclusion of these two structures into the National Register
of Historic Places.

Very truly yours.

[ 1f;
Patrick M Condon

Director
RECETVEY
PMO I m
Wi 3@ A
NATIONAL"
REGISTER

Municipal Building * 59 Court Street « Westfield, MA. 01085 « Telephone (413) 568«9181



NMANestMield I stoncal CMommission

WESTFELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01085 i V..

33. hi3T. GOVIML
January 18, 1982

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108

Dear Ms. Wesl owski :

Your letter toMayor MDernott dated Decenmber 23, 1981, was
turned over totheHistorical Conmi ssion.

The Conmission voted at it sJanuary 4, 1982 meeting, t o
informthe State Conmi ssion of our desire t ohave t he Landl ord
Fow er Tavern andt he Octagon House formally presented f or nom nation
to theNational Register of Historic Places. | ti sour understanding
that thenomnations will bepresented totheState Review Board soon
for nomnation t ot heNational Register.

V& have been working onthis nomnation for sonetinme, and
t:rust that they will be accepted.

Very truly yours,

Carl E Wal ker
Chai r man

48 \Westwood Drive
Westfield, M\ 01085

RECAVED
MR 3jap

AA NAT/ONAL
REGISTER



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
STATE MASSACHUZETTS
Date Entered APRIL 1, 1982

Name Location

Mausert Bl ock Adans
Berkshire County

Arnmory Bl ock Adans
Berkshire County

S mmons Bl ock Adans
Berkshire County

Cct agon House Westfield
Hanpden County

Notified
Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Paul E Tsongas Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski
Honorable Silvio O. Conte Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Comm ssion
M d- Atlantic Regional Office, N°S 294 Washington Street
North Atlantic Regional Office, NS Boston, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504



