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NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATBEMENT (i f applicable)

Hortonville Historic District is avisually cohesive, linear group of primarily residential
and farmbuildingslocated ina rural setting innorthem Svansea. These buildings are
associated with the area's devel opment from a collection of scattered 18th-century farnsteads
into a nucleated village by the late 19th century. In addition to its continued agricultural
enphasi s, Hortonville achieved local inportance as a primary industrial location i nSaansea
in the 19th century; only the residential constructiongenerated by the industrial

devel opment i s extant. The rural setting and the range of residential building styles—rom
Ceorgian to Colonial Revival —are inportant character-defining features of the district.
Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, the Hortonville Historic District meets Criteria A and Con the local Ievel.

ARCH TECTURAL SSGNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate In ternms of
other areas within the community.

Hortonville Historic District enconpasses approximtely 122 acres in northem Saansea
near the Rehoboth tovn line. The topography of the area consists of gently rolling
terrain, veil-suited for farmng and cattleraising, principle activities inthe district.
At the heart of the linear district, acreage on both sides of Locust Street is used for
pasturage with sone additional l[and on the north side under cultivation. This agricultural
| and, which remains open to the north and nerges with a wooded area several hundred yards
to the south, is a character-defining featureof the district (Photo #5). Cole's River,
which flows on a roughly southerly course through town and drains into M. Hbope Bay,
constitutes a portion of the southemboundajry of the district. A dam built on the river
near the Hortonville Road bridge (Photo #1) powered the mills that operated inthe village
in the 19th century.

The district consists of 45 buildings, two sites, and tvo stmctures; 23 buildings, tw
sites, and tvo stmctures contribute to its architectural and historical significance.

HSTARCAL SAGNHCANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and how the area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the commnity.

Locust street, the primary road through Hortonville, vas a native Indian path and maj or
transportation route connecting the present Fall River and Taunton areas to Narragansett
Bay. Early settlement of the area that i s nov Hortonville occurred inthe md-18th
century. Menbers of three famlies—the Hales, Martins, and Eddys—built the first
hones at the vestemend of the historic district, the location of fertile farmand.

Hortonville vas originally part of farmand granted to John Haile (Hale) from Engl and

in 1709. A housevright by trade, John Hale served Svansea as highvay surveyor, and

built his house (no |onger extant) at the site of 416 Locust Street. At the time of his
death in 1718, Hale ovned 355 acres in Svansea and 30 acres in adjacent Rehoboth. Five
generations later, Daniel Hale (1758-1830), a shoemaker and carpenter, lived and vorked the
land. H's grandson Daniel Hale (1794-1867) built the G eek Revival house set back from
the road at 416 Locust Street (ca. 1845-MHC4fC25). |In 1894, a portion of the farmwith
street frontage was sold to nephew Daniel Hale (1832-1896), who built the late Italianate
house at 410 Locust Street (MC #C25, Photo #7). Both houses remained inthe famly and
the Iand was operated as a farmat least until the death of WlliamHale in 1974.  The
famly cemetery at the southwestern conmer of the property (MC 4tG09) contains 30 stones
ranging i ndate fran 1784 to 1974  Today, the acreage of the original |and grant has been
substantially reduced; sone property to the east has been |eased for use by Baker Farm

B BLI G3APHY and/ or FEHHEHRENES

Snansea Assessor's Records.
Fall River Registry of Deeds.
Fall River Herald Nevg;il925. A

6/85



I NVUNTLKY  FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Camunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  COMASION Swansa see D06
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Hortonville H. D.

Indicate each item on inventory formwhich is being continued below.

Architectiirdl Sgnificance (continued) o

Contributing buildings ere cf "vood frame construction, generdly on fieldstone foundetions, and mog:

dete to one of two periods of groTth a Hortonille: ca 17301845 and ca 1870-1900. Thedistrict indvides
buildingsin the Georgian, Federd, QK Revii/d, and late Victorian Itdianate Syles, vith one exarnde
each of the Quesn Anne and Colonid Reviva. Noncontributing houses and their ot;itbuildi

1generail y Tseal frame and compatible vixh contributing btiildingsin 9ze ad scde Minimd saback
rom the street characterizes the didtrict as avhole.

Theddest structure a Hortonville, built 1735, is the Mdatiah Martin Hause a 397 Looust Strest (MHC
*C27). Located a the vestern ed of the district, this shingle-clad Georgian house is2 1 /2 doriesvith a
five-bay. center-entry facade, and double-pile center-chimney plan. The pedimented door surround vith
four-p~e sddights isaca 183 addition. Btiilt es afarmer's dvelling, the house is Sttjated on atvo-acre
lot nov distinct from assodated farming acreege to the north. The building currently sarves as the
heedquat'iers of the Svanssa Condrtiction Compeany.

Comprisng part of the Eddy/Bdoe |arm complex to the eet are rvo vernactilar Georgian cgpes 256,
Lood Street (ca 1790, MHC *'C0) and 241 Looudt Streat (ca 1747, MHC *129). O thetvo 1 1/1-sXor|
houses +2Z35 isthe better preserved, and shovs same eridence of updating in the first half of the 19th
century. Thisfive-bay, center-entry house has acentra brick chimney, vide frieze, and 2/2 voo™ segh.
Later 1 1 /2-gtory g8>led vings vith cornerboards and Gresk Reviva-gj”e eave vindovs on the fecade
flank the main block. The noncxjntributing house a 241 may have been bitiilt as ahdf-cape (three-bay
facade, end-bay entry), and extaded to athree-quarter cgpe vith avestem addition condructed & an
unkno\m date. Exterior dterations, particularly the nev chimney and pared "dbws i n the eesern ed
of the f8cade have rendered this house noncontributing. Boatii bikldingsare part of alarge agrictilttiral
complex vith fieds totaling oYa 175 acres flanldng botii 9des of Looust Street.

Ancther Georgan hatise updated i n xhe early or mid-19th centtiry isthe Benjamin Mertin House & 24
Loout Street (ca 1757, MHC «*C3). Located a the eestern end of the village, the Martin Haiseisa2 1/2-
scry, dgpboarded, five-bay, center-entry structurevith centra chimney and double-pile plan.
Nineteenth-century details are the panded corner pilagters, vhich are repeated i n the door surround
vith MI-length sddights, and 6/6 \indov sash. Subdivison of the 43-acre Martin Haiise property in
the early 19th centtiry accounted for much devdopment & the eestern ed of the district a that time,

Thedigtrict's Federd-yle buildings are three hatisss a or near the eestern ed of Loougt Street. The
Chece Houee & 11 Maden Lane (ca 1810 MHC *C39) islocated tvo-tentlis of amile dovn apath from
Loctig Stredt, ad -'ithin yards of the Cdes Ri'er heedvaters. Built into asharp grade (one story on the
facade, one gory pltis fxill besanat on the rear de\"*Tion), the five-bay Fedad features adentil comice
and olayed Tadbov lintels. Back-to-back beehi'/eovens a the centra chimney are still intact "5athin the
dructtire. Upper-gory vindov segh is 12/12; sedh in the besamat vindo'Ss is8/8. Sauth of the houseis
the Chece Mill gte (1806, not SirMa/ed) on the river bank.

At the beginning of Locus Strest are tvo Federd haotises dated ca 18100 The Mason Horton Hauee & 4
Loctjg Stret (MHC *C38, Phato *'3) isal 1/2-gtory, three-quarter cef>e retaining avioe frieze, three-
qtiarter sde-lights, maded vindov surrounds, and 99 sash. A dormer “Yas added to the rear eleMionin
the 1960s Aaossthe dreet isthe tvo-story M.avd Haise 5 Load Sregt (MHC *C37, Phato *72), alae
example of the center-chimney house m Svansea The hatise displays mdded vindov heeds and 6/6 sash.

Staple to Inventory form at botr.nni



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cornnunity: Form No:
MASSAQUSETTS HISTORICAL CO”SSION Swensa see DS
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Hortonville H.D.

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (continued)
A tvo-story, three-bay ell onthe vest vail isaca 1835 addition.

Three Gresk Reviva buildings includetvo cgpes and the village school. The Robert Sherman Hotise &
1015 HortonVille Roed (ca. 18%, MHC "C40) isagabled, | 1/2-story, 5-bay cottage \ixh acenter entrance
and double interior chimne®™\. An attached summer kitchen—one-story, tvo t>afs vith asecondary
entrance—islocated on the eest end of the house. The house has malded vindov lintels, amde
entablattire surrotind a the entry, and fi-'.'e-pane sidelights. At the opposte end of the district, st back
roughly seven-tenths of amile from the road, isthe Danid Hde House a 416 Loctis Street (ca 1845, MHC
*C25). Similai' to the Sherman House i n detailing and organization of the main block, the Hae Hotise dso
has agabled | 1/2-story, 4-bay ving on the vest Sde, set back from the main block, displa-/ing eave
vindo™-s on the facade. The district'soldest institutional building isthe former Hortonville school, 77
Locud Street (ca 1838 MHC *C31). Asmple | 1/2-story dapboarded structtire ~dth tvo-bay facade and
three-bay dde eevations, the schoolhouse isthe only extant Gresk FieviM” building inthedistrict
oriented gable-end tothe street. Pared entries marked by plank hoods on brackets open intoasingle
interior room. Thebuilding, the ddest extant schoolhotise in Svansea, currently servesas aclub house
for the Portuguese American Club Leegue (PACL).

- Theremainder of Hortonville'sextant contributing btiildings date primarily to the late 19th century.
Among the cltister of buildings a the eastern end of Locus Street are three late Italianate cottages, 39,5..
and 67 Loctist Street (ca. 180, MHC 'C34,CH C2, Photos*4 and 5). Generdly, these | 1/2-story houses
have gable roofsvith ridge parallel to the stregt, fit.'e-bay facades, and center double-door entries *\'ith
prominent door hoods on overszed brackets. The housea *39 retains abracketed cornice and 2/2 sagh.
TheYiUiam HadeHouse a 410 Locud Street (MHC "CX* Photo * 7) isalate Victorian Italianate cottagein
the gable-end form. Built ca 18%, the hotise has atlxree-bay facade, bracketed cornice, molded vindov
lintels, 2/2 sash, and aone-story bracketed porch on the eedt elevation. The end-bay double-door entry is
marked by adoor hood on carved brackets.

Ore example each of the Qtieen Anne and Colonid Revival styles survives inthe district. The unusual
Ouen Anne house a 31-33 Locud Street (ca 180, tfflC *C35) may have been one of the sbo\'e-mentionsd
dde-gabled Itadianate cottages originally; the center entr™ is nov flaiiked by tvci-tier polwonal be>"
topped vith gable roofs that project beyond the comice lineof the hotise. These b>" haveflared besss
and shingle gable infill. TheMwon Bd:er House & 261 Locust Street (ca 1900, MHC *C28) isa Colonid
Revival on the Bater Farm complex. Thisshingled, 1 1/2-3tor!r, cross-gable hotise of asymmetricel
massing has avide friezeband, shingle gable infill, and a"TiTgo-around porch on three Sdes vith turned
pods on ashingled balustrade. A pedimented cross-gable on the porch mai'ks the housgsoi T-center
entry.

The Horton-Alledistrict contains ten contemporary hoiises (ca 1940s to ca 1989). T'j'pically, tiiese are 1
1/2-gtory, frame, gabled structures, some ranch hotisesor modern cgpes. Concetitrated i n the eastern
half of the district, these houses generally vere constrticted eitlier on the Stesof demolished historic
buildings on the north sde of Locug Street, or on street-front sectionsof certain larger lotsthat gopear
to have been di-hdedfor de-'dopment. Their presence, vhich does not compromise the integrir5'of the
district as avhole, does attest to the contintiing subtirbanization of Svansedsrural landscgpesin the
second half of tiie 20th century.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTARY FORMI GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Gnmuni tv': For mNb:

MASSACHUEETTS KISTORIOVL CCMNSSION Snansea see 5
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Hortonville H D

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Architecttiral Significance (contintied)

Hortonville's dominant commercial and agriculttiral acti\'ity is the operation of Baker Farm, located on
the north dde of LoctiS Street a the heart of the district. 1 nadditionto the three historic farmhotisesin
tlie <"Yppxe—236 241, and 261 Loctis Street and their secondary Sructtires—Bacer Farm mdu-desless
than one-half dozen contemporary buildings assocaed vixh operation of the sla*hterhouse and
farming busness, theseare substantially st back from Loctist Street and accessible by vay of an
unimproved road on the property. Those buildingsvithin roughly 10 yards of the road have been
included i nthe District Data Sheet. (See Verba Botindary Description and Justification)

Historical Significance (continued) )

In 1736, Melatiah Martin had his housebtiilt a 397 Locus Street (MHC *C27), acrossthe road from the
Hdeproperty. Theself-sufficient Martin farm included its ovn tannery. A Martin family cemetery,
located vest of the house be/*ad the botindaries of the historic district, isnov separated from the hotjse
by infill construction. Thefarmisstill ocTied by aMartin descendent, althotigh the houselot isnov
distingtiished from the baance of thefarmland.

Ead of the Martin and Hde hotisesis tlie Eddy-Baoer Farm complex, comprising 235,241, and 261 Locust
Street (MHC *C30, C0, C28). Origina ovners 'Cere the Eddy family, among S™Nanseds early settlers, vho
vorked the farm for nearly 100 years and built tvo houseson the property ca 1750 (235 and 241 Loctist
Street). The complex has been knoT-Ti as Bdoar Farm since Sarah Anne Eddy married Nathaniel Baker in .
1836. Thelarge Colonid ReY™d housea 261 Loctist Street vas built ca 190 by the father of Ken Bdoe,
the current ovner. A principle agricultural property in Hortonvillefor tr'o centuries, Badoar Fam
continues to be amgjor fixturein the historic district.

In contrast tothe agriciiltural activity tliat dominated the vestem end of the district, the eastern end
near the Cdés River vas targeted for indtistrial development. Benjamin Martin gpopearsto have operated
aghst mill inthisareain the second half of the 18th century, although no other information aout the
mill has been located. Martin built his house, 24 Locust Street (ca. 1757, MHC *C36) on a43-acrelot he
ovned betveen the road and the river tothe south. Beginningin 18}, tiie property vas divided and sold
to 's”ious people vho took an interest in the milling industry. A small section to the eest ™es purchased
by Mason Horton, vho btiilt his house, nov 4 Locust Street (ca 1810, MHC *C38, Photo «+3). Same of the
acreage and vater rightstothe south T'ere sold to Dexter ¥heeler, vho i n partnership vixh Oliver Cheoe
openad the Svansea Cotton Manuf acttiring Company and btiilt amill on the river in 1806. Chaogs mill
vas located on Maden Lane, then knovn as Factory Lane. The hotise & 11 Maden Lane (ca 1810, MHC
*C39) isbdielTCd to be the only extant structure btiilt by the company, vhich operated one of tliefirst
cotton millsinthe cotintr™" after Samud Sater'smill in Rhode Idand. Themill vas destroi'ed by firein
18% and neMer rebtiilt.

Acaossthe road, asehaad grist mill occupied the Sherman House (1015 Hortonville Road, ca. 1835, MHC
*'CA)) property. Hotiseand mill vere sold ca 1880 to “fesse E. Chaoe, the last person to operateamill a
Hortonville. The mill dismantled by the turn of the 20th centtiry and reno™ed to Fall RV, a more
indtjstrialized aXY tlian S”Nas=a The concentration of mills a Hortonville inthe 19th century gaverise
to tlie name " SvanseaFactorj™, by vhich the village vas dso kno”cn.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



| NVENTARY  FORM GONITT NUATI ON SHEET Community: Form No:

MASSCHUSETTS HISTORCAL  GOMWMISSON SifBre=a see D06
_(Iffice,of. the Secretary, Boston

Property Name HortonvilleH.D.

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Historica Significance (continued)

Devdopmeant of Hortonville acoderated i n the 18305 dueto the industrial activity there. In that decede a
district schod (ca 1838), Union Chapd (1838), and the first Univiersdist Sodety's Liberty Hal vere built
on the north 9de of Loctig Sirest near Hortonville Roed. O these, only the schodl (77 Lodig Street, MHC
*C3l) isextat A product of the 1838 redistricting of the Svansea public schod sysem, the Hortonville
Sthod isthe town's ddest extant schoolhousa

Natlianid B. Horton (1820-1900) isresponsble for the assoadion of hisfamily's name vith the village.
Qe cf the fourth generation of Hortons to live in Nev England, he resded on the family farmdead on
Hombine Roed in Rehoboth just north of the historic district. Horton ptirchased his father's homesteed
and adjoining land in Rehoboth i1n 1855, settling dovn to an impressive lifestyle as rdated m xovn
histories of the period. Horton vas astockholder in many banks and millsin nearby Fdl River. He hdd
civic pogtionsin Svanseaand represented both SVansseand Rehoboth | n the Massadhtiseits legidature.
At Horton"Nille (Svansea Factory) he built houses for his datighters (incltiding 45 Loaudt Street, MHC *C33)
ﬁnd "as instrumental in the creation of abranch pod office a the village, named Hortonvillein his

onor.

By the lagt quarter of the 19th century, Hortonville hed e*h”dinto aself-stifficient 'tillage. The
commeadd and institutional foctis of the village vas a the eestern end of Loaus Street, vhere the schodl,
church, and Liberty Hal vere dugered. Arovind the corner, the senior and junior Benantid Marves
operated agtore out of the north ving of their hatise a 990 Horton-nlle Roed (ca 1783 MHC *CA41). Mr. L.
L. Gummingsof Hortonville  gopointed village pogt meder on Jantiary 19,1885, and he opaned a
branch pogt office inhishame (no longer extant) immediady'ti'est of the schoohouse The Baker ad
Hae families remaned prominent village farmers, ovning land on both Sdes of Loctig Street. In the lagt
daecate o: the century, amamber of eech family built anev farmhatise on their regpective properties
the Mwon Bsoar Hatise 261 Lodig Streat (ca 1900, MHC *'C28) and the Filliam Hae Housg 410 Loougt
Sirest (ca 184, MHC "Ct, Phato * 7). Millsvere no longer albeas of economic si{>part in the village,
having either dosad or moved. Nev residential congtruction #es foctised on the north 9de of Loaugt
Sredt & the eastern end of the district, vhere agroup of cottages vere built ca 1890, including 1:33
Looxm Strest (VHC *C35), 3 Looud Street (MHC *'C34, Phato *4), and 67 Loaud Street (LffIC *C32), hameof
teamder Dexta H. Nicholas

Devdopmeant a Hortonvillevirttially csessd betveen a 1900 and the 1940s Rdocation of civic
organisations and sodeties, ad centralization of the towi-vide podtd ddlivery and schod sjdams
resulted in tlie demoalition of related buildings on the north 9de of Loctig Street. Devad of the
ingtitutional and indudgtrid-related activities that fueled the village's devdopment throughotit much of
the 19thi century, the areareverted to resdentid and agriculturd tises

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cornnunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  GCKMISSON Sii'ansa see DOB
ANOffice of .the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Hortonville H.D.

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Verba Botindary Description/Tudtification

The boimdaries of the Hortonville Higtoric Didtrict are drd5n to incltide the greatest concentration of
intact 18th and 19th-centtir” buildings assodaed "/ith the grovth of the village. Thelargely linear
digtrict extands from Cdées River & Hortonville Road eb>praximady three-quarters of amile vest on
Loous Street, and indudes house lats and corresponding farm acreege north and south of Locugt Stredt.
Batindaries on tlie north 9de of the street generaly follov rear lot lines, exogat on large open lotsvhere
aline of convenience hes bean dravn roughly 230 feet from the road. The district's southern border is
the Cdes River, the dos=gt nattiral boundary.

Bibliography and/or References (continued)

Brayton, Alice. Trading in Scrabbletovn. Net-port, 1952

Fergunson, Susan G The Hale Fa-m in Svanseg, Mass unpublished paper, Brovn University, 1976,
Ferce, Hden. "Nahanid Bake Horton." The Harvester (Svansea MA), 34 (Sept. 9,1939)
Svansesa Hidoricd Soddy. The SYasaa Sage Coach. Svanseg, 1976.

¥right, 0.0. Higory of S¥as=a Mass Tovn of Svansea 1917.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



_ ~ District Data Shet
Hortonville Historic District, Svansea, M assachusetts

MHC* Historic Name Address Date of Status Style Resov
ConstriKDtion

25/1G (A B. Marvel House 90 HortonvilleRd. ca. 1783 NC elt. Georgian B
garage ca. 1950 NC B
stone vall ea'ly 1C C S
25/2 0 Robt. Sherman House 1015 HortonvilleRd. ca 1835 C Greek Revival B
stone 'Sdl mid-19C C S
2414 C3 Maton Horton House 4 Locust Street ca. 1810 C Federal cape B
garage ca. 1950 HC _ B
barn ca 1900 C latel9Cutil. B
28/5 037 Marvel House 5Locust Street ca 18l0/ca. 1855 C Federal B
2516 C¥ Benj. Martin House 24 Locust Street  1757/fflid 190 C Georgian B
garage ca 1950 NC B
24/16A — - 28 Locust Street ca. 1989 NC contemporary B
28/7 CH — 31-33 Locust Street  ca, 1890 C Queen Anne B
28/8 4 - 39 Locust Street ca 1890 C Italianate B
28/9 C33 Horton House 45 Locust Street ca 1890 C Italianate B
barn late 19C C late 1C util. B
outhouse late 19C C late 1C util. B
28/10 — 50 Locust Street ca 1920 C earl'/aoc vern.B
garage ca. 1920 C B
24/11H — - 55 Locust Street ca. 197/0s HC contemporary B



28/121

28/13
28/14J
28/15K

24/17D
28/27L
28/28M
24/18E

24/19F

28/20

28/21-0

28/22
28/23B
28/24

00

C0

2

Dexter Hicholas House 67 Locust Street

Hortonville School

garage

barn

Bacar Farm Complex:

Eddy House
slaughterhouse
stable

77 Locust Street
89 Loctist Street

139 Locust Street

148 Locust Street
161 Locust Street

161A Locijst Street

162 Locust Street

202 Loctist Street

ca 1870
late 1830s

- 1950s
1950s

ca 197/0s
ca 1880

ca. 1960s

235 Locust Street ca. 1750/mid 19C

secondary farmhoijise and garage

Eddy Hotise
garage

Myron Baker Edtate

241 Locust Street

261 Locust Street
359 Locust Street

Melatiah Martin Hse. 397 Locust Street

garage ,

ca 1970
ca 1890
ca 1980

ca 1750
ca 1920s

ca 1900
1940s

1736/ca. 1830
ca 1950

S5 05 &5 5 E5 55 S 0B

50 & o 0F& %o%o

Hortonville HOO/2

at. Italianate B
Greek Revi®roi B

ranch B
ranch B
B

mid-20Cvern. B
ranch B
mid-20C vern. B

contemporary B
late 1C util. B

contemporary B

Georgian cape B
B

late 1C utilit. B
contemporary2B

at. Geor. cape B
B

Colonial Rev. B
modern cape B

Georgian B
B



24/25 CXH ¥illiam J HaeHouse 410 Loctist Street ca 184
barn ca. 1950
24/26 CXS5 Daniel Hale House 416 Loctist Street ca 1845
barn ca 1920
@302 cemetery 1784
24/3 C30 Chace House 11 MaidenLane ca. 1800
24/29 Site of Chace Mill Maiden Lane 1806
Key: Mgp * =sheat number of assessor's map/property number in district

Capitd letter a end of property number denotes noncontributing property

O oo o Ho

Hortonville HD/3

Italianate B
B

Greek Rerival B
early 2C util. B
S

Federal cape B
S

C=contributing HC » noncontributing B = building S. =dte S.=structure 0 = object

Buildings
Stes
Structtires
Objects
Totd

contributing noncontributing
23 2
2 0
2 0
0
Z 2

N
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