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X__ Accept Return Reject 12/12/2017  Date
Abstract/Summary Property was moved without prior review by NPS. Property is listed in the State Register on
Comments: its new site and there is no compelling reason to attempt a new NR listing.
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1. Name of Property
historic name Pap Madison Cabin

other names/site number n/a

2. Location

street & number [ 1not for publication
city or town Rapid City [ 1vicinity
state South Dakota code SD county Pennington code 103  zip code 57701

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this

(3 nomination Q request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In
my opinion, the property ©> meets Q does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be
considered significant CH nationally [U statewide ™ locally. ( O See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

D.V(T7i
. .. istori i i I1Z- N -2-001
Signature 3t Celllng OffICIa|)Hitie state Historic Preservation Officer Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property 1 meets [1 does not meet the National Register criteria.
([U See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying officiai/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natto/al Park Service Certification

| hereby <~ ify that the property is: ignature Date of Action

al eptered in the National Register
1 See continuation sheet.

Q determined eligible for the
National Register.
1 See continuation sheet.

1 determined not eligible for the
National Register. )

1 removed from the National Register
1 See continuation sheet.

1 other, explain
[J See continuation sheet.



Pap Madison Cabin
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property

(Check only one box)

[ ] private [x] buiWing(s)
[ X ] public-local ] district
[ ] public-state Jsite

[ ] structure
[ ] object

[ ] public-Fe(deral

Name of related multiple property listing.
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Function

(Enter categories from instnjctions)
Domestic/Sinale Dwelling

7. Description

Architecturai Ciassification
(Enter categories from instructions)

No Style

Narrative Description

Pennington County. South Dakota
County/State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not count previously listed resources.)

Contributing Noncontributing
| 0 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
| 0 Total

Number of contributing resources
previousiy iisted in the Nationai Register.

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Vacant/Not in Use

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Earth
walls  Log

roof Wood Shingle
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

The Pap Madison Cabin is located in Rapid City, Pennington County, South Dakota. The cabin sits on
a triangular piece of land owned by the City of Rapid City bordered by West Main Street, St. Joseph
Street, and West Boulevard. The triangular land is a landscaped city park.

The Pap Madison Cabin is a hand-hewn log structure with an earthen floor and wood shingles. The
gable roof has exposed poles in the eaves and the west elevation has a centered stone chimney. The

windows openings are covered by mesh screens.

The fagade (east elevation) has a slightly off-center wooden door. There is also a small interpretive
plaque attached at eye level to the south of the door. The south elevation has a centered window.
There is also a small sign reading “Pap’ Madison Historic Cabin” next to this elevation. The west
elevation has a centered stone chimney stack. The north elevation has a window located toward the

northwest corner.

an



Pap Madison Cabin
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

&Mark 'x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
egister listing.)

[ X1A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

[ 1 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X]1C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and
distinguishabie entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ 1 D Property has yielded, or is likeiy to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[ 1 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

[ X1B removed from its original location.

[ 1 C a birthplace or grave.

[ 1 D acemetery.

t 1 E areconstmcted building, object, or structure.
[ 1 F acommemorative property.

[ 1 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

Pennington County. South Dakota
County/state

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Exploration ancj Settlement

Periods of Significance
1876-1889
1889-1926

Significant Dates
1876

Significant Person(s)
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above).
n/a

Cultural Affiliation
n/a

Architect/Builder
Pap Madison - builder

(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested

1 previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark

[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Sunrey

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:

Estate Historic Preservation Office
[ Other State Agency

[ Federal Agency

1 Local Government

1 University

[ other

Name of repository:
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Statement of Significance

The Pap Madison Cabin is significant under Criteria A and C for the National Register of Historic
Places. It is eligible under Criterion A for being the oldest structure in Rapid City and also for the role it
played in the exploration and settlement of Rapid City and the Black Hills. It is also eligible under
Criterion C for its hand-hewn log construction.

Historical Background

The Black Hills of South Dakota started to rise 62 million years ago and achieved their present size and
appearance around 37 million years ago.” The uplift forms a dome shape roughly 120 by 60 miles in
western South Dakota and eastern Wyoming. This unusual geological formation exposed several
areas rich in mineral deposits. The concentration of accessible minerals in the area led to a mining
boom that began in the last quarter of the 19*” century.

The largest groups of American Indians present in South Dakota directly before white settlement were
the Nakota, Dakota, and Lakota, known collectively as the Sioux. Anthropologists believe that the
Sioux were pushed out of Minnesota onto the plains where they became the dominant group by the
mid to late 1700s, although tribal creation stories tell of the Sioux inhabiting the area since time
immemorial. The Dakota and Nakota lived primarily east of the Missouri River while the Lakota
roamed the western half of the state. The Sioux were eventually forced onto reservations through a
series of questionable treaties that opened up land for white settlement.

Rumors that gold existed in the Black Hills circulated for years before it was confirmed by an expedition
led by General George Custer in 1874.* The discovery was soon sensationalized in the press
generating an influx of prospectors into the region. The Black Hills had been forever promised to the
Sioux in the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868, however, the United States Army was unable and unwilling to
remove the thousands of prospectors who poured into the hills following the discovery. As a result, the
Sioux were forced to cede the Black Hills in another questionable treaty ratified in February of 1877.®

John Brennan and Samuel Scott, along with a small party of men, came to the area in February 1876.
They camped in what is now known as Cleghorn Springs, did some exploring, and decided to lay out
the site of present Rapid City. A square mile was measured off and the six blocks in the center were
designated as a business section. Committees were appointed to bring in prospective merchants and
their families to locate in the new settlement.™

History of the Pap Madison Cabin

Rufus “Pap" Madison built the cabin 1876 at the corner of Fifth and Rapid Streets, which was the
center of the original six block town. Madison came to the hills in late 1875 or earlier 1876 and was
present when Rapid City was laid out on 25 February 1876.®

" John Paul Gries. Roadside Geology ofthe South Dakota. (Missoula: MT, Mountain Press Publishing

Company, 1996), 214.
N Watson Parker. Gold in the Black Hills. (Norman: OK, University of Oklahoma Press, 1966), 26.

9 Ibid, 140.
* Dave Strain. Black Hills Hay Camp: Images and Perspectives ofEarly Rapid City. (Dakota West

Books and Fenske Printing, 1989), 6.
8 Personal Correspondence, Reid Riner.



NPSForm10-900a (Rev. 8/86) OMB No. 1024-0018

National Register of Historic Places United States Department of the Interior
Continuation Sheet National Park Service

Section number 8 Page 3
Pennington County, South Dakota

During the summer of 1876, the Lakota regularly raided the settlement in an attempt to push the
settlers out of the Black Hills. The Black Hills, along with all of western South Dakota, had been
promised to the Lakota in the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868. During one of the raids Madison’s dog was
killed and his wagon destroyed. By August the raids had increased, causing all but 19 of the 200
settlers to head for the protection of Fort Pierre. Madison and the other 18 settlers who stayed built a
blockhouse for protection just west of Madison’s cabin. 0

When the tension settled down and the Indians were forced to cede the Black Hills, Madison began
farming 160 acres southwest of the original town. Madison sold the farm in 1889 and moved to
Everett, Washington in 1892. John Brennan acquired Madison's cabin and the lot it sat on, which he
would eventually pass on to his wife.*

The Fortnightly Club obtained permission from the city to move the cabin to Halley Park in 1926 after
encouraging Mrs. John Brennan to donate it to the city as a reminder of “the old days.” The Lions Club
stepped in to move the cabin and had it rehabilitated by an old timer who understood the construction
of log cabins. The cabin was used as a museum for many years until vandalism forced the removal of
its contents. The contents of the cabin are now part of the Minnilusa Collection on display at the
Journey Museum. The cabin was rehabilitated again in 1990 by the Boy Scouts of America Troop 55
with the material support of the Rapid City Parks Department.®

The Pap Madison Cabin is also significant for being the oldest building in Rapid City and for its hand-
hewn log construction. The construction techniques and materials present on the cabin are from a
building tradition representing the earliest white settlement in the Black Hills. Structures like the Pap
Madison Cabin were the earliest structures built by the pioneers who first entered the Black Hills in the
mid 1870s. The period in which the majority of the log cabins and structures were built in the Black
Hills is relatively short. The mining boom accelerated the importation of technology into the region and
by late 1876 there were already four sawmills operating in the Black Hills.® By 1900, the vast majority
of log structures being constructed in the Black Hills were at parks and resorts.’®

There is no precise data on the number of extent log structures remaining in the state. Examples are
found primarily in the Black Hills and on the homestead of some of the western counties. The South
Dakota State Historic Preservation Plan identifies “claim era resources” as an endangered resource
due to the majority of them having poor architectural integrity and for being functionally obsolete. The
Pap Madison has integrity and is still functioning as an educational tool in the community.

Rapid City is the second largest city in South Dakota and also one of the oldest communities in the
state. The Pap Madison Cabin is the oldest building in Rapid City and one of the few links to its
homesteading era. Many of the original artifacts associated with the cabin are also located nearby at

the Journey Museum.

®lIbid.

" Ibid.

8 Ibid.

¢ David Erpsted and David Wood. Building South Dakota: A Historical Survey ofthe States
%rlcbhgecztgre to 1945. (Pierre: SD, South Dakota State Historical Society Press, 1997), 20.
2 Ibid,
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The periods of significance for the Pap Madison Cabin are 1876-1889 and 1889-1926. The first set of
dates corresponds with the building and residency of Pap Madison, who lived in the cabin until 1889.
In 1889, the cabin was purchased by John Brennan, the founder of Rapid City. In 1926, Mrs. John
Brennan donated the cabin to the city.

The Pap Madison retains good integrity in materials, workmanship, and design. Although the cabin
was relocated a few blocks to the west in 1926, it still retains its integrity in feeling and association in its
current location in Halley Park. The cabin today looks very much like it did during its period of
significance.

Conclusion
The Pap Madison Cabin is significant under Criteria A and C for the National Register of Historic

Places. It is eligible under Criterion A for being the oldest structure in Rapid City and also for the role it
played in the exploration and settlement of Rapid City and the Black Hills. Itis also eligible under
Criterion C as a hand-hewn log cabin.

‘KN Uj: IM ill,-
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Pap Madison Cabin Pennington Countv. South Dakota
Name of Property County/State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1. 13 641073 4882488

Zone Easting Northing
2.
Zone Easting Northing
3.
Zone Easting Northing
4,
Zone Easting Northing [ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

namel/title Chris B. Nelson

organization SD State Historic Preservation Office .date 26 September 2007
street & number 900 Governors Drive ‘telephone 605-773-3103
city or town Pierre state SD zip code 57501

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets Photographs
Maps Erig;er?;ntative black and white photographs of the
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the '
property's location. Additional Items
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional
having large acreage or numerous resources. items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)
name City of Rapid Citv
street & number 300 6*" Street telephone 605-394-4120

city or town Rapid Citv state SD zip code 57701

Historic

Washington, DC 20503.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary is an imaginary line encompassing the cabin. It begins at a point 3 feet northwest of the
northwest corner and runs east to a point 3 feet northeast of the northeast corner. The line then runs
south to a point 3 feet off the southeast corner and then west to a point 3 feet off of the southwest

corner. The line then runs north to the starting point.

Boundary Justification
The boundary is an imaginary line encompassing only the cabin. The cabin is located within Halley

Park in Rapid City, South Dakota. The cabin is the only structure in Halley Park being nominated.
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG

The following information pertains to photograph numbers 1-2 except as noted:

Name of Property: Pap Madison Cabin

County, State: Pennington County, South Dakota

Photographer: Chris B. Nelson

Date of Photographs: 7 August 2007

Location of Original: South Dakota State Historic Preservation Office, Pierre, SD

Photo No. Photographic Information

Northwest Pap Madison Cabin (PapMadisonCabin_PenningtonCounty SDA1tiff)

—_—

2 Southeast Pap Madison Cabin (PapMadisonCabin_PenningtonCounty SD?2tiff)
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