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_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Qla
6- Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
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AGRICIJITURF

7- Description

Architectural Classification
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COLONIAL: postmedieva! English
CO! ONIAI « Georgian

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
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Contributing Noncontributing
j .building
1 sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
In the National Register

Current Functions
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FDIJCATION: research facility
AORICIJLTURF- agricultural fields

IViaterials
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foundation STONE: fieldstone
walls WOOD: weatherboard

roof. ASPHALT
Other.
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7. Description

The ca 1730 Whed er/Minot Farmhouse (Henry D. Thoreau Birthplace) a 341 Virginia Road in
Concord, Massachusetts, and its 20-acre surrounding agricultural landscgpe retain the
accumulated character of nearly 275 yearsof history. Facing south over Virginia Road to the flat
land known as the "Bedford levels," the house has approximately the same orientation as itdid in
the position it originally occupied 300 yardsto the west. Atitsformer location it was a large
"sdtbox" housewith amassve center chimney and adeep, full-width rear leanto extending east
into ajut-by or "Beverly jog" that connected to alineof sheds That was the house as its most
illustrious occupant, Henry David Thoreau, knew it: "built inthe old subgantid style ... not
danding but seeted on its hinder partsin the attitude of strength and rearing the sky on its broad
shoulderslike Atlas." After Thoreau'stime, however, like many of Concord's early farmhouses,
the building was reduced to a smple rectangular block - a2/2 story, single-pile, five- by one-bay,
dde-gabled housewith anarrow off-center ridge chimney. The exterior walls are clad in wood
clapboard, the roof isagphdt shingle, and the foundation is mortared fieldstone.

Setting

Until the third quarter of the 20* century, Virginia Road, which arcsthrough the flat land of Eagt
Concord to Lincoln, was still largely rural, with afew widely goaced 18*- and 19*" century
farmhouses, and & the west end, acluster of small 20*‘century dwellings. A recent subdivision
of about twenty wood-frame housesis located south of the road, though largely screened from
view by mature trees. On the north sde of the road, eest of ElIm Brook, the nearest building to
the eedt isthe ca. 1692 Wheder/Meriam House (NRIND, 1982). Three hundred yardsto the west
a 215 Virginia Road isthe house that replaced this one on itsorigina ste- a2 /2-gory sidehal-
entry, gable-front dwelling of 1878. Between it and the Whed er/Minot fannhouse is asmall
wood-frame dwelling of the 1960s

The 20 acresimmediately surrounding the Wheder/Minot Farmhouse a its present location
comprise an intact, though partially overgrown, agricultura landscape of meadows, fields, and
trees, with old lilacs and fruit trees neer the house, and avenerable rhubarb patch at the edge of
wetlands to the eed, (photos #14-17) Fidds of market crops fill about nine acresof the nominated
property on the flat land north and west of the house. At the west end of the property's frontage
adong the road, a recent, unpaved farm drive leeds north of the back fields, (photo #5) Closer to
the west dde of the house, an old cart path (Map #4) pardlds portions of a tumbledown
fieldstone wall (Map#2). The path curvesnorth around the houseto the Ste of acluster of 20+
century outbuildingsthat were torn down in the late 1990s(Map #5). Ancther length of
fieldstone walls linesthe roadsdewest of the farm drive. At the edge of the road southeast of the
houseis a stone-lined well (Map #3), now capped with gones, (photo #6) Another well, not
visible above ground, is located afew yards off the northwest comer of the house. Most of the
eagtem third of the nominated property consgs of wooded wetlands doping down to the broad
grassy marsh and meedows of Elm Brook, whichflowsunder the readjust eest of the property.

(continued)
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Beginning a the southeest comer of the property a the road, afieldstonewall about 400' long
runs north aong the eest boundary line. To the north and northwest is a large areaof mixed
woods which occupies the south edge of a 250-acre parcd that is part of Hanscom Field, a
regiona airport and former military facility.

Exterior Description and evolution

The main south faBade of the houseis symmetrically arranged, five bayswide, (photo # 1) While
it retains the pattem of its 18*-century fenestration, both the window saeh and center entry date to
the early part of the 20* century. Among the 18* century architectural dements that were extant
until shortly after 1900 were some high-style later Georgian features, including carved quoins a
the front house comers, and a6-pand door (its amdler pands between long upper and lower
ones) a the center entry. Late 19*-century photographs show that the door was surrounded by a
molded architrave and apair of tall, tgpered pilagters, and surmounted by a five-light transom and
an degant modillioned and dentiled comice. The windows shown in photographs as late as the
1890s had 12/12 sash, st into projecting plank frameswith molded crowns. Around 1900 the
windows were replaced with 2/2 sash. Today the four windows a thefirst-storyfaQade are st
flushwith the wall in unadomed,flat-boardframes. The five narrower windows of the upper
dory, in gpite of their newer saeh, retaintheir earlier plank frames.

The narrow center entry ispresently fitted with awood door of 1930s-1950svintage - four-
panels, with afour-pane, semi-circular fanlight in the upper section - which issetinto a plain,
flat-board surround. Historic photos show that the entry went through several transformations
before theend of the early modem era. A photo of about 1905 shows an open-bracketed, shed-
roofed hood over what iseither afour-panel door or the 6-panel door painted to look like four
panels. The pilastersand comice were gone bythat time. By ca. 1925, photos show the same
hood over a glass-and-panel door with horizontal lower panels. (By that time thecomer quoins
had been replaced by plain comerboards - a changethat may have been associated with a re-
clapboarding done around 1923.) By the late 1930s, photographs show the entry sheltered by a
wide, pedimented entry canopy supported on colonettes, and a shed-roofed, bracketed hood
positioned over the door inthe north corner of the east gableroof Both featureswere removed in
the late 1990s. N O%r- o o

Shutters (blinds) at the windows were a0 added and then replaced during the early part of the
20* century. Louvered shutters flank the 2/2 faBade windows in the ca. 1905 photogrephs. In the
1930s photos they have been replaced by pierced datted shutters. The same sequence of
phaotographs shows that the chimney position, a leest above the roof line, dso changed at leest
once during the same period. From the earliest photos after the building's 1878 relocation
through a leegt 1912, anarrow chimney riseswest of the center of theridge. Inthe 1930s
photographs, it occupies the same position astoday - just eest of center.

(continued)
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At the projecting roof eavesis aboxed, molded comice, and anarrow bed molding lines the
upper edge of anarrow frieze board. The comerboards are narrow. Someclgpboard replacement
has taken place on the lower section of the house wall during the last two years.

Each gable end of the building digplays acentrally placed window a each story, (photo #2)
Those a the first story, and a the second-gtory level onthe eest end, are 2/2 seshinflat
aurrounds. The west second-gtory window, however, as well as aamal 2/2 sseh a attic leve in
each gable pesk, have projecting plank frames. The two a the west end have molded crowns.
The esdt attic window has lost its crown, but retains the short "ears' that, like the crowns on the
wes sde, are characteridtic of the mid- to late 18* century. There are no molded comice retums
on the gable ends. At the rear corner of the eest end isavertical board batten door in aplain
surround, the wide, rear portion of which doubles as the lower section of the northeest
comerboard.

The asymmetrica arrangement of the rear (north) elevation gpparently dates to 1878, when the
building was moved and the rear leanto was removed. Thiswall aso incorporates some 20* -
century dterations. All the windowson this sde of the house have flat casings Reading eest to
weg, the first sory has one large 6/6 sseh window, a narrow tongue-and-groove vertical board
door of mid-20* century vintage, another 6/6 window, athree-pane,fixed-sashwindow placed
high inthe wall, and a2/2 sash. At the second gory are three widely goaced 6/6 windows,
(photos #3-4)

Former outbuildings and gppendages.

Concord tax records indicate that two bams sood on the farm in the first half of the 19* century.
Ore of these (later demolished) may be the outbuilding depicted in late-19* century photographs,
danding behind the 1878 Tibbetts housea 215 Virginia Road. After the relocation of the old
farmhouse and the remova of its reer leanto, jut-by, and atached sheds, anew one-story shed-
roofed shed was extended from the northeast corner. By about 1900, a 2-gtory shingled bam,
positioned with its gable-end toward the street and the main entry gpparently on the west sde,
wes atached to the eest end of the shed. (See PhotosA, B, C, and D) By about 1925, that bam
and ell had been replaced by afreestanding 1 Vi story, shingled, gable-roofed bam located about
50" northeest of the house. Shortly after the town purchased the property in 1997, the early 20*-
century bam and acluster of amdler outbuildings of the 1920s through 1940s - an equipment
garage, a shed, and a henhouse - were tom down. (Map #5) A hegp of donesand what gppears
to be afew feet of the fieldstone bam foundation just northeast of the house are the only visible
reminders of these late outbuildings.

Interior description

Although the interior arangement of the house hes been dtered by the removd of the massive

center chimney, the demoalition of the large rear leanto, and by the late-19* and early 20* century
(continued)
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partitioning of three of the main goaces, what gppears to have been the building's original scheme
of two large rooms a eech storyflankinga lobby entrance and the former center chimney is still
clearly evident.

While the plates, girts, the 11 ¥z - inch-wide summer bearms and comer podisof the post-and-
beam frame project into the rooms, ovolo-molded-edge casings cover mogt of the timbers. The
building apparently hed five fireplaces- one in eech of the four rooms, and a large first-story
cooking fireplace and beke oven let into the rear of the center chimney for the kitchen leanto.
The chimney mass, which would have been filled with what is now the rear chimney portion of
the first story (where amodem dectric range dands now), was removed when the center chimney
was taken out, apparently just prior to the move in 1878. At about the same time, all the other
fireplace openings were seded, and their surrounds removed and covered with lath and plaster.
All but one floor was eventudly covered in the 20* century with narrow hardwood boards and/or
linoleum. What gppeers to be the original wide pinefloorboards,however, ranging upto 16V2' in
width, are exposed in the eest chamber.

First story. With the exception of the entry door itself, the section of the house that was lesst
dtered in the 19* and 20* centuries isthe lobby entrance. 1t hes ahigh-style three-mn Saircase
with molded handrail and newd caps tumed and carved baugers (possibly reused), and a
profusion of raised-field paneling, (photo #7) The panding, which coversthe entry's first-story
west wall and the low walls below the middle and upper mns of the dairs, isof three-row
configuration with a short middle pand positioned between longer upper and lower ones. Thisis
an expendve, time-consuming type of cabinetry, which damands ahigh degree of technical skill.
Other houses belonging to well-to-do, mid to late-18*-century Concord farmers dso display
lobby entrances and/or fireplacewallswith three-pand  sections, including the early and later-
18*-century Hosmer Homestead. 138 Baker Avenue (NR 1999), and the 1787-88 Hubbard
French House, 342 Sudbury Road (NRDIS 1999). While the raised-field-pand wallsmay
represent renovations of dmogt any decede from the middle through the end of the 18* century,
the scrolled tread ends and molded nosing & the outer ends of the treedsare clearly features of the
Federd period, likely to dateto the 1780s or 1790s. Incontrast to the high-style embdllishment
of the stairway and the west wall, the eest wall of the lobby entrance is mede up of much simpler
vertica feather-edged sheathing, which was nearly ubiquitous in fireplacewallsin Concord a the
time the house was built. At the back of the stair, where the front face of the brick centra
chimney was formerly located, isawall of horizontal beeded board, probably dating to 1878,
partialy covered by meny layers of wallpaper. A curious length of nearly half-round, 4"-wide
molding, placed vertically in the wall comer of the upper stair landing, dso apparently placed
therein the 1878 renovations, gopears to be rdocated from the fireplace surround of the eest
chamber (3= below).

(continued)
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Thefirst-storywest room (parlor) is entered through adoorway with a six-pand door that hes
raised-field pandls on both Sdes. Thedoor ishungon"H and L" iron hinges, and has a Norfolk
latch, (photo #8) An east-west partition wall behind and paralld to the longitudinal (esst-west)
aumme beam dretches acrossmog of the room from apoint just to the rear of the west-end
window frame. Inaddition to the partition, which forms the front wall of alarge mid-20*-century
pantry, this once large room has been dtered by the removd of the center chimney and by the
ingtallation of aca 1960s sink, countertop, and cabinets againg the rear wall east of the pantry.

The removd of the chimney took with it the parlorfireplaceand the rear (north) half of the
fireplace wall. The north end of that wall was not replaced, leaving access to an open
kitchen/rear entry acove behind the gairs, where the kitchen range now dands. The former
location of thefireplace,about two-thirds of the way dong the wall, mogt of it positioned to the
rear of the summer beam, islathed, plastered, and papered.  South of the summer beam, however,
are two sections of three-row raised-field pandling, their two lower pands digned with thetwo
lower pandsof the door to the lobby entrance. The northemmost section of paneling forms a
narrow door to a shalow cabinet, surrounded by amolded casing. The surviving portion of this
eedt wall istrimmed with acrown molding of heavy, late-Georgian proportions. Just south of the
aummer beam, the crown molding projects dightly forward of the section of wall to the south,
indicating what is probably the south edge of the trim around thefireplace.

A molded chair rail or dado cgp a athree-foot height on the outer south and west walls of this
room probably dates to the ingtalation of the late-Victorian beeded wainscoting below it.

The late-19* century pantry behind the partition wall and the small kitchen that occupies the
goece of the former center chimney sack are undistinguished in their post-1878 detailing. The
broken ceiling of the pantry, however, hes opened aview through Federd-era accordion lath and
plagter to the underside of the upper floor ssmcture, which reveds an earlier, exposed ceiling
trestment. Herethe 3" x 4" joists and the underside of the upper floor boards are finished with a
degp purplish red paint - an indication that they were originally exposed.

The eedfirst-storyroom s lesseaborately finished than the west room. Thisroom, which is
plastered and papered onthe two outer walls, isdso partitioned - by along eest-west plagtered
wall pardld to the rear of the building, enclosng anarrow pessege leading from the present
kitchen to the exterior door in the east gable end. In the floor of the passage, atrap door provides
acoesstothe cellar. A large section of the fegther-edge sheathing of the fireplace wall of this
room isvisible beneath later lath, plaster, and wallpaper, (photo #9) The sheathing endsat the
south edge of what would have been the trim around thefirepl aceopening. The avocado green
paint on the sheathing islikely to have originally been the popular Pmssian blue, its linssed oil
binder now darkened withtime.

(continued)
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The present door from the eest room into the lobby entrance isa four-pand replacement. The
original door, six raised pandson one sde (to meatch the lobby entrance finish), and recessed
pand on the other, is gpparently the one that now hangs upside down a the west end of the rear
pessge

Second story. Asistypical of 18 century houseframesin Middlesex County, the second-gory
ummer beamsare transverse, mnning front to back. The dender comer podts have flared
shoulders conceded by the vertical casng boards. The girtsand plate are framed into the postsa
the samelevel. The ceilingsare higher than those a the first story - 91" to 92" rather than the
88/4" height downgairs. The goaceshereare broken up with later partitions and mid-20* century
dosats, and the areabehind the gairs that was formerly occupied by the chimney housss a
bedroom with aca 1920s enamded sink and clawfoot bathtub.

The fireplace wall of the eest chamber isfinished in amanner similar to the room below it. Even
more evidence exigts for the fireplace area here, however. Removad of somelath and plaster hes
reveded apair of wide, fluted, full-height pilagters framing the former small, low fireplace
opening and the two horizonta raised-field pandsabove it. (photo # 10) The ovolo molding on
the insde face of the fireplace trim remains. The bolection molding that mede the transition to
the face of the pandling hes been removed, leaving a paint shadow about four inches wide that
meatchesthe dimensons of the length of molding sat into the angle of the stair landing (see
above). Future paint andysis is likely to confirm that the molding camefrom thislocation. Part
of the feather-edged panded wall north of thefireplace can adso be seen, adjacent to a narrow
filed-in doorway.

The west chamber, though a more dtered goace than the eest chamber, provides evidence of what
may have been the earliest part of the smcture, or of what may lie benegth later finishesin other
pats of the house. Thissection isdivided into two rooms by an eest-west plagtered, stud-walled
partition just south of the end window, (photo #11) The eet fireplace wall hes been replaced by a
two-part sud wall, plastered in the front room, and boarded in the reer room. While the
southwest and northwest comer pogtsin this part of the house are cased, the plates, girts, and
aumme beemsare exposed. The edgesof the hewn transverse summer beam are finished with
bevded chamfers- afinely scded chamfer of athird- to ahaf-inch onthe west sde, and widely
varied, fairly cmde chamfer dong the eest Sde. The lower horizontal faces of the front and rear
plates are exposed, while their vertica sdeswhich facethe interior are covered with aflat board.
The front (south) plate isfinished with anarrow beveled chamfer and retains remnants of
whitewash behind the face board. The cover board of the reer (north) plate isfinishedwith an
ovolo molding. While the trestment of some sections of the beams might suggest that they were
intended to be a leedt partialy cased like those in the rest of the house, the gppearance of the
west end girt raises other questions. The entire length of the girt isdecorated with acarved quirk-
beaded chamfer - clearly meant to be seen - and alingering feature of late First Period
architecture.

(continued)
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Carved chamfers dso gppeer in the ssoond gory of the lobby entrance. In that space, the edge of
the front plate is quirk-beaded, and the west chimney girt displays anarrow bevded chamfer.

The presence of adecorated, chamfered framein this portion of the house supports the traditional
belief that the housewas built prior to 1740. Although the narrow dimensions of the summer
beams (11" wide) and the connections of plates and girtsto the comer podsat the same leve
usualy suggest a constmiction date toward the middle of the century, the same relationship of
timbers exids a the nearby Hartwell Tavem in Minute Man National Historical Park on
Lexington Road (MA Route 2A) inLincoln (NRDIS, 1966), abuilding that hes been accurately
documented to within ayear or two of 1732. Further investigation of the portions of the stmcture
now covered by later material may lead to some more precise conclusions, (photos #12-13)

Attic and cellar.

The roof stmcture of the houseisa principa-rafter and purlin sysem, without any diagona
bracing. Each of the six rafter satsispinned a the top into afour-sided ridge beam. Three sts of
hewn purlins support the vertically oriented boardsof the roof sheething. The rafters, which are
about 4v/2' wideand flarefrom adepth of aout 6" in their upper sectionsto over 8" a thefoot,
ae st into girtsjoined to the plates a the same horizonta level. The feet of both the front and
reex rafters sit dightly outboard of the plates upon the cantilevered endsof the girts. Whilethis
type of congtruction, if present just a the rear, would be an indication that the former reer leanto
was integral to the building, its presence here on both the front and back of the house gppears to
have been for the purpose of providing aboxed soffit & both eaves Further investigation will
thus be nesded to determine whether the leanto was integra to the original house constmction.

Some of the second-gory ceiling framing isvisible from the attic in the now nearly open chimney
bay. Thejoists havethetypical 3 x 3/4" 18*-century dimensions, thosevisible are placed 28/2"
on-center.  The west face of the rear portion of the eest chimney girt has a series of empty square
joist cogs, spaced 18" on center. Joigtsin the eesternmogt bay are 214 X 5."

The 1878 cdllar, which exists only under the east portion of the house, conveys little information.
Thefirst-storystructure, which gopears to have been replaced around the time of the building's
relocation, includes degp, 2"-wide rectangular joists and circular-sawn subflooring.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sStesare located on the Henry D. Thoreau birthplace property,
it ispossble that Stesare present. Fifteen Stesare located in the genera area(within one mile).
Environmenta characterigtics of the property indicate a high potentia for the presence of Native
American Stes. The Thoreau Birthplaceis located on awell drained, level to moderately sloping
landscape located within 1,000 feet of ElIm Brook, atributary sreamsand severa  unnamed
ponds. The property lieswithin the Shanvshean River drainege with the Concord River

(continued)
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approximately one mile to the northwest and the confluence of the Concord, Sudbury, and
Assabet Rivers about two milesto the west. All of the aboverivers generdly flow north to
northeest to the Merrimack River drainage. The Thoreau Birthplace locae, especidly the area
around the confluence of the Concord, Sudbury, and Assabet Rivers representsaregionally high
concentration of ancient stesand a probable socio-political and economic Native core area
during ancient times. Given the above information and the Sze of the nominated parcd (2.53
acres), ahigh potential exigs for locating ancient Native American resourcesin the nominated
aea

There is dso ahigh potentia for locating historic archaeologica resourceson the Henry D.
Thoreau Birthplace property. Archaeologica resources associated with Henry D. Thoreau are
unlikely at the house's present location Snce Thoreau (1817-1862) only lived at the housefor one
year when he was bom and the housewas later moved about 300 yardsto its present location in
1878. Whilethe Wheder/Minot House (ca. 1730) or the Thoreau Birthplace may still remain
within the boundaries of the original 18* century farm where it was built, most barns,
outbuildings, and occupationa related feetures (trash pits, privies, wells) associated with the farm
during its pre-1878 history are likely located in the vicinity of 215 Virginia Road, the origina
house ste now occupied by alater smcture. Constmction features related to moving the house in
1878 mey exist a the 341 Virginia Road location. Archaeologicd evidence of bams,
outbuildings, and occupationa related features may dso exist a the new location. Structura
evidence may exig from abam and ell (ca 1900) removed from the northeast comer of present
building inca 1925. Similar evidence may ds0 exist from abam (ca. 1925) that replaced the
1900 bam and aclugter of 1920sand 1940s outbuildings (equipment garage, shed, and henhouse)
tom down when the town purchased the property in 1997. An existing Sone linedwell (pre-
1830) is reported on the edge of the road southeest of the house Additional historic research
combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may determine whether any resources exist on
the nominated property that were rdated to the ca 1692 Wheder/Meriam House standing on the
north sde of the road to the eedt.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mari< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying ttie property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JLC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

JLB removed from its original location.

C a bhirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9- Majnr Bihiingraphical References

Middlesex, MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Community Planning and Development

Literature

Period of Significance
ca 170195~/

Significant Dates
ca, 1730 ifii7

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder

_Nza

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonn on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

Ji State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
JLLocal government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Town library, Concord, MA
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8 Statement of Significance

The ca 1730 Wheder/Minot Farmhouse, aso known localy as the Henry David Thoreeu
birthplace, is historically significant a the local level under Criterion A as one of the principal
farm properties of Concord's agricultura Eagt Quarter for over 200 years. | n spite of the loss of
its outbuildings and much of its origina acreege, it isdso one of asmall number of propertiesin
the eedt part of town that haveretained a consderable portion of their working agricultural
settings. 1t was the home of farming families who ranged from a series of Concord's mogt
influential res dentsthrough the 1850s to a succession of immigrants struggling to establish a
place inrural Americainthe late 19¢ and early 20* centuries. Itsearly owners and farmers
included prominent colonial citizens Deacon John Wheder and Captain Jonas Minot and through
Capt. Minot'sgep-daughter CynthiaDunbar Thoreau, the family of the young Henry David
Thoreau. Through its ownership and occupancy by membersof the Wheder family in the 18*
and the Meriam family in the early 19* century, it wes aso closaly connected with the farm next
et & 477 Virginia Road (NR 1982). The house was later the resdence of adisparate but
representative group of 19*- and 20*-century citizens. The latter group of owners and tenants
included severd middling Y ankee farmers, two widows, two African-American laborers, and
Danish and Irish immigrant families.

During the many periods of its evolution, the building itself typified severa important trends in
the devdlopment of the town of Concord. In the 18* century it was a stylish farmhouse bel onging
to the sonsof landed town leeders, enlarged and remodded as architectural fashions changed. In
the early 19* century it was divided for two families, and became the object of struggles
involving heirs and impoverished widows. After abrief period of updating in the early Victorian
erg, it later entered along period of decline as the home of farmers from out of town and across
the Atlantic. Itsreocation within the boundsof the farm and its use as atenement, with the
ensuing lossof its former splendor, illustrate recurting themes across Concord, but especidly in
the Eag Quarter. Findly, itsrole as acultura icon, which continues still, is shared by many other
buildings and stesin this mog historic of American towns.

The property hes particular local significance for its associaion with essayi<t, poet, practica
philosopher, naturalist, and Transcendentdist Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862). During his
lifetime it provided both ingpiration and subject metter for hiswriting. After his desth, as public
interest in his life coincided with the dawn of the modem-day tourist era in Concord, it became a
meccafor his disciples, tourists, scholars, and otherson literary or historical pilgrimages- a
function it still performstoday. Through itsrole as cultural icon, it hes &so hdped illustrate
changing attitude towards Thoreau in particular, and more broadly toward Concord's historical
properties.

The building meetscriterion C a the local level as an evolved colonia farmhouse whichin

(continued)
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addition to its many Georgian features includes both lingering First-Period dements and Federd
renovations. Thetreatment it received a the end of the 19* and early part of the 20* centuries,
which included generd deterioration and simplification through the removd of the lean-to,
appendages, and trim dements, epitomizes the type of changes undergone by many of Concord's
outlying farmhouses during that period. Moved a short disance eedt of its former site in 1878,
the house medtscriteriaconsderation B. It gands onthe original Whedler/Minot farm only afew
hundred yards from its former location and retains many of the architectura festures mentioned

in 19* century descriptions by Thoreau and others, together with updatesof the late 19* and early
20* centuries that havetaken on their own significance over time.

Although the property on and around the Whed er/Minot Farm, like other early farmsin the eest
part of Concord, has been progressively eroded by single-family development and by the
encroachment of an adjoining airport, Hanscom Field, the house neverthdessretains integrity of
location, setting, design, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Introduction

Thetown of Concord was incorporated in 1635 as the first settlement in the Massachusetts Bay
Colony &bove the tidewater. Whilethe houselotsof all the earliest seitlers were located near the
mestinghouse in the center of town, in the middle of the 17* century two successve divisions of
town lands provided severd early proprietorswith szesble land grants in the eestem part of
Concord known as the "Eagt Quarter.” At that time, asubgtantid portion of the land located
between Bay Road (today's Lexington Road) and what later became the south border of Bedford
was dlotted to settler Sgt. Thomas Wheder (1625-1704). He and hiswife Sarah (Meriam) had
ten children, of whom two sons John (1655-1736) and Timothy (1667-1718), received large
acresgesfrom their parents along whet later became Virginia Road. (At the time of Concord's
founding, the line of Virginia Road was the main route into town from the eedt, until adequate
bridges were buih on the Bay Road ad it reverted to being afarm road for the next two
centuries.) Named after amanor near the seet of the Wheder family in England, the road was
gpparently laid out in 1691 partialy for the benefit of John Wheder to provide access to his
meedows aong Elm Brook. The road's course was redligned by the town in 1736, by which time
a least three or four houseswere standing adong it. -

The house buih by Timothy Wheder on Fine Hill ca 1692 (477 Virginia Road, NR 1982), still
gands. John, whose 24 acres (part of hisfather's first-division land) adjoined Timothy's to the
wes, isreported to have built his own house on the north sde of the road ca. 1678, when he
married Sarah Steeams

Wheder ownership (pre-1755)

Over the years John Wheder developed the property into afairly progperous farm, where as early

as 1717 he was listed as kegping apair of oxen, three cows, two horses, and ten sheep. |n about
(continued)
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that same year he was named a Desoon in the town church. After raising seven children, Sarah
SteamsWheder died in 1727. Within afew years, her husband, in his seventies, wasremarried
to widow Sarah (Farwell) Jones (1662-1741). While h has been speculated that the house a 341
Virginia Road dates to the time of Deacon Wheder's first marriage in 1678, the building displays
no physical evidence to support such an early date. What gppears to be the earliest extant
features, which are visible in the lobby entrance and the west part of the house, include carved
bevded and quirk-beaded chamfers on the second-gory beamsand plates, and what was once an
exposedfirst-storyceiling with painted floor boards and joists. Theseinterior trestments are most
characterigtic of the late First Period, suggesting it was closer to the time of the Deacon's second
marriage, probably around 1730, that the present housewas built.

Deacon Wheder died in 1736 a the age of eighty-one. Hiswidow died five yearslater, and the
house and farm were owned by Wheder heirs for the next fourteenyears. 1t is not known who
lived in the building during that time, but in 1755 the heirs, who included John and Sarah's
(Stearns) children and grandson, sold the farm with forty acres, the house, and the bam to the
Deacon's much younger sscond cousin. Descon Samud Minot.

Jonas Minot ownership(1756-1813)

Descon Minot (1706-1766), who lived south of the Wheder farm on the Bay Road, bought the
farm not for himself, but for his twenty-year-old sscond son, Jonas, to whom he conveyed the
property the next year. In the fall of 1756 JonesMinot purchased 25 more acres of nearby or
adjoining land, and was farming the property on hisown. Within afew years the young man had
an asortment of livestock that included a pair of oxen, four cows, ahorse, and apig.

Jonas Minot (1735-1813) married Mary Hall of Wayland in 1759, and h may have been onthe
occason of their marriage that the house was updated with stylish panded walls, and possibly
enlarged to includethe full-width rear lean-to that is described in both words and pictures by later
town resdents. The high Georgian modillioned, denticulated, and pilastered frontispiece and the
quoining a the house comers, however, would probably have not been added until a leest the
1770s

While iswas not among the very largest of Concord's farms, over the years JonasMinot, like
John Wheder before him, became one of the town's mog distinguished citizens. By 1766 he
held the military rank of Ensign, and was a Captain in the loca militiaby 1770. Hewas dected
Congable in 1762, Culler of Staves & Surveyor of Boards, Shingles, and Clapboards in 1765, and
a Sdectman in 1767, serving until 1770. As tendons between the colonists and the English
govemment grew in the 1770s he was one of nine men gppointed to the Concord Committee of
Safety. By 1774, however, when local pressure to conform to anti-govemment views resched its
peek, cautious men like Capt. Minot were sanctioned if they were suspected of having Tory
sympathies. In the turbulent summer before the Revolution, as a Crown-commissioned officer

(continued)
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who ds0 owned land under aroyd grant in New Hampshire, he wroteto Cambridge Tory
William Brattle that if he did not agree to convert his military company to what was essentidly a
company of minutemen, he might be "condrained to quh hisfarmsand land.” (Gross, 59)
Although JonasMinot fared better than some of his townsmen who openly expressed Tory views,
in the local political and military "purges’ of later 1774, when riUtiamen replaced commissioned
officers with men of their own choosing, he was stripped of his captaincy. He later regained it,
however.

Jonasand Mary Minot had nine children. She died in 1792, and in 1798 a the age of 63, Captain
Minot married Mary (Jones) Dunbar (1748-1830). She was the daughter of Col. Elisha Jones,
one of the mogt prominent chizens of Weston prior to the Revolution. Association with Toryism
had touched Mary Dunbar's family, dso. Her father was an acknowledged Loyalist, and her
brother Josah Jones, who hed beenjailed for his politics during the war, escgped by sawing
through the barsof his cell with filesthat Mary hed smuggled to him. She and her first husband.
Rev. Asa Dunbar, hed lived in Keene, NH, and after his degth in 1787 she had remained there.
Jonas Minot's New Hampshire properties, which included most of what is now the town of
Wilmot, were located near Keene, and it may have been on tripsto ingpect his land that he came
into contact with widow Dunbar.

By the time of his second marriage, Capt. Minot was operating afarm of 104 acres - larger than
mogt in Concord & that time. All his own children were grown (the youngest being nineteen).
Mary Dunbar, however, brought her two younger children Charles and Cynthia, to live with them.
Cynthia Dunbar (1787-1872) was agirl when she came to Concord, and lived onthe Minot farm
for fourteen years before she married shopkegper John Thoreau, J. in 1812,

His father, John . had been born on the ide of Jersey in 1754, and had brought his young family
to Concord & the end of the 1790s but died within two yearsin 1801, leaving awidow and five
surviving children. Upon his degth, his fourteen-year-old son John J. went to work &t the generd
gore of Deacon John White a the head of the town common in the center village. After severd
yearswith White, John Thoreau, J. (1787-1859) opened his own store, which was located at the
eed end of the common on the site of the present Concord Town House. He and Cynthia
probably lived inrooms abovethe sore when they were first married.

Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau's memories of her childhood on the Minot farm were the subject of
much family conversation in her later years, and they found their way into her son Henry's
joumals between 1855 and 1861. The picturethey draw of life onVirginia Road provides arare
glimpse into early 19*-century Concord farm life, as well as into the mind of Thoreau, who
throughout his writings vaued the simplicity of Concord's farmers and their agricultural way of
life inan age increasingly dominated by progress and the machine

(continued)
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My mother was telling tonight of the sounds which she used to hear summer nights when she was young
and lived on Virginia Road - the lowing of the cows, or cackling of geese, or the beating of a drum as far
off as Hildreth's but above all Joe Meriam whistling to histeam, for he was an admirable whistler. Says
she used to get up at midnight and go and sit on the door-step when all in the house were asleep and she
could hear nothing in the world but the ticking of the clock in the house behind her. (Journal of Henry D.
Thoreau, 9:381; May 26,1857)

Specific historical eventswere mede vivid by Cynthia's recollections of how they were
experienced in the Minot House, as later retold in the words of her son. One event documented
throughout New England was the well-known "cold day" or "Cold Friday" on January 19, 1810,
when the entire region experienced record lows:

Mother remembers the Cold Friday very well Shelived in the house where | was born. Thepeoplein the
kitchen - Jack Garrison [a fugitive dave, bomin New Jersey], Esther, andaHardy girl - drew up close to
thefire, but the dishes which the Hardy girl was washingfroze asfast as shewashed them, closeto the fire.
They managed to keep warm intheparlor by their great fires. (Journal... 9:21;, January 11,1857)

The persondlity of his sep-grandfather, JonasMinot, &s filtered through the experience of his
mother aso became part of Thoreau's literary repertoire, and added its own color to the collection
of Concord characterswhich he drew upon as both example and inspiration. In his writings
Thoreau dwelt on Capt. Minot's quirksand idiosyncrasies, such as the habit of roasting rows of
little wild gpplesin along semicircle "~om jamb tojamb under the andirons on the reddened
hearth," and of placing a quart of new milk a the head of his bed, from which he would drink
during the night. Thoreau'swry humor emerges even in his account of the Captain'sdegth:

My grandmother discovered his dying by his not turning over to reach his milk. | asked what he died of,
and mother answered apoplexy! At which | didnot wonder. Still, this habit may not have caused it.
(Journal... 14:329; March 18,1861)

Although he never knew Jonas Minot, the fact that the Captain was his grandmother's husband
may have been afactor in one of Thoreau's mogt important friendships, which intum helped
shgpehis views on work and leisure, and on living simply and self-sufficiently, which permeste
works such as Waden (1854). for which he is best known today. He formed a bond with farmer
George Minot, a distant relation, who lived with his Sster Mary in a houseon Lexington Road
nearly opposite Raph Wado Emerson's. Henry's conversationswith Minot, whom he called
"the mogt poetical farmer," werethe subject of many of hisjournal entries, and the old man came
to epitomize homespun traitsthat Thoreau sawv vanishing with the advent of the "scientific"
farming era

(continued)
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He cares not so much to raisea large crop as to do his work well. He knows everypin and nail in his
barn...He is never in a hurry to get his garden planted and yet [it] is always planted soon enough... He
alwaysprophesies afailureof the crops, and yet is satisfiedwith what he gets...He indulges in no luxury of
food or dress orfurniture, yet he isnot penurious but merely ssimple...he isnot poor, for he does not want
riches. (Journal..., 3:42; October 4,1851)

Thoreau family resdency. 1813-1818

Jonas Minot died in 1813. At thetime, hisfarm included severd pieces of land, the house, and an
assortment of outbuildings. There weretwo bamswith their barnyards, awoodshed, and a chaise
house atached to the end of the house, and acooper shap - al of which were later demolished,
but were probably standing when Henry Thoreau was bom there in 1817. Parcds of land
described in the inventory of Capt. Minot's estate included a meadow west of the farmsteed, a
amall orchard behind the bam, amaple svamp (probably located near EiIm Brook to the east), and
anearby hill. Other piecesincluded severd pagtures and another farm, caled "the Marshal
Place.

Shortly after her husband's desth Mary Minot moved to the center village, and asked her daughter
and son-in-law to come back to Virginia Road to manage her portion of the farm - the traditional
"widow's thirds' of thetime. The Thoreaus, who dready had one child, Helen, occupied the
housefor about five years, during which timetwo more children were bom:  John in 1815, and
Henry David (originaly baptized David Henry) two yearslater. In the house, the portion that
Mrs. Minot inherited and which the Thoreaus occupied, included only the southeedt part of the
building (both the eedtfirst-storyroom and the chamber above it), and afirst-storybedroom in
the west end of the lean-to. The front entry and dairs, the lean-to kitchen and "sink room" were
shared in common by the Thoreaus and the occupants of the west part of the house. At the time
Thoreau was bom, the resdents of the west Sde were awidow, Mary Kathrens, and a leest one
child.

The presenceof the Kathrens family both marks the beginning of the house'slong history asa
two-family dwelling, and illustrates a continuing close connection between Wheder/Minot Farm
and the farm & Pine Hill to the eedt & 477 Wheder Road, the old Timothy Wheder homesteed.
The latter farm had come down to Timothy Wheder's great-grandson, Joseph Meriam (1767-
1856), by way of Joseph'swife Lucy (Wheeler), who was another of Timothy's great-
grandchildren. Jossph'sbrother, Josah Meriam, J. (1755-1832), lived on other former Wheder
land nearby, and while four of Josiah's sons moved awvay from Concord, three of his daughters
egtablished homes in the vicinity of Virginia Road. Two of them, Mary and Lydia, each lived for
atimein the old Wheder/Minot Farmhouse, on which their father held a mortgage for a few
years after Dea. Minot's degth. Jodah Meriam'sdaughter Mary (b. 1780) had married Robert
Kathrens of Boston in 1799. Hedied in 1814 & the age of forty-four. Itisnot known whether

J " (continued)
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the family moved into the west part of the Whed er/Minot housewhile Mr. Kathrens was il
dive, but itislikely that after he died, Mary Kathrens rented it directly from the Minot heirs. In
any case, Mary Meriam Kathrens lived in the west part of the housewith a least one child for
saverd years during the time when the Thoreaus occupied the eedt part.

According to the terms of Mary Minot's dower rights, during their occupancy of the
Wheeler/Minot House the Thoreau family had the right to use the wood yard adjacent to the eest
end of the building, and to pass "down to the lower well to be used in common.” (It isnot known
whether the present well near the road [Map #3] isthat "lower well.") In thoseinterim years,
Mary Minot, like many farmers widows, apparently found hersalf reduced to near poverty.
Franklin Sanbom, in his 1833 biography of Thoreau, quotes part of the petition sent by Rev. Ezra
Ripley on her behdf to the Masonic charitable society asking for aid for "this decayed
gentlewoman.” According to the petition, "in the settlement of the estate of her late husband,
Jonas Minot, Esg. Late of Concord, she hes been particularly unfortunate, and become very much
dgraitened in the meansof living comfortably." (Sanbom, Henry D. Thoreau, 10)

Mary Minot may well have nesded the charity of others. To hdp meke ends meet, she sold part
of her dower rightsat the same time that the other Minot heirs were eso selling of f portions of
her husbhand's edate. Between 1813 and 1818, the farm was gradually reduced to about 30 acres.
In fact, John Thoreau (who even sold his gold wedding ring) managed the shrinking farm during
some of the hardest yearsfor agriculture in New England - severd difficult seesons, including
1816, "the year without a summer,”" during which farm production suffered throughout
Massachusetts.  1n 1818, the remaining portion of the farm, including the farmstead, wes finally
sold. While the terms of the transactions are somewhat unclear, the house and farmstead, plus
some other parts of the Minot farm, came back into the handsof the mortgagee, Jodah Meriam,
J.

The Thoreaus moved back to the center village where John Thoreau again took up storekeeping
for ashort time. After afew monthsthey relocated to Chelmsford, then moved again to Boston in
1821, retuming to Concord Center two yearslater. Cynthia and John remained in Concord for the
rest of their lives, occupying severd other houses over the next 30 years, including John's
father's former house facing the common, and severd other resdenceson Main Street. As an
adult, after graduating from Harvard, Henry Thoreau dso lived a many different locations in
town; a timeswith his parents, but o lodging for three yearswith the Emersons, and livingin
hisfamous hut a Waden Pond from the summer of 1845 to the fall of 1847. Hebegan his
literary career with the hope of becoming apoet, and published the first of the nature essays for
which he isbest known today in the early 1840s. After one year in New Y ork, where hiswritings
met little response, he retumed to Concord. There he remained, working for awhile in thefamily
pencil-making business, and drawing adim income as asurveyor. All the while, he was
producing written works, many of them drawing on his experiences in the Concord countryside,

(continued)
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that met with little acclaim during his lifetime, but established his worldwide reputation as an
American meder after his desth. Today, he is recognized as one of history's grestest champions
of the individua life shgped by inner principle, as afounder of the conservation movement, and a
national cultural hero whose influence hes only grown, rather than diminished, with time. His
last years before his desth from tuberculosis in 1862 were spent & the house his family bought in
1850, the so-cdled Thoreaw/Alcott Housea 255 Main Street. (NR 1976)

Post-Minot ownership
For a ghort time inthe mid-1820s, Josah Meriam Jr.'s son, whealwright Darius Meriam (1798-
1874) gppears to have owned a least part of the farm before movingto Lowell. In 1832,

however, the farm was purchased by Colbum Hadlock, the husband of Josiah's youngest
daughter, Lydia.

Lydia Meriam (1795-1888) hed married Colbum Hadlock in 1819. They lived in Boston for the
first yearsof their marriage, during which time at leest three of their four children were bom.
Severd local gories, someof them told by Henry Thoreau, refer to thefifteen-year period when
the Hadlocks occupied the old Wheder/Minot Farm. Colbum and Lydiahad a leest two
daughters who reached marriagesble age whilethey lived there, whom local historian and socid
commentator John S Keyesrefers to as "Hadlock's handsome daughters™

In the 1840s Colbum Hadlock purchased the old Middlesex Hotdl on the town common, which
hed been badly damaged by fire in 1845. Apparently in conjunction with its longtime proprietor,
Thomas Weson, he repaired and renovated the hotel, and reopened it in 1847 with his 22-year-
old son, J. Bartlett Hadlock ingtdled as clerk and bartender. Inthe processof the restoration
work, condgderable refuse and debrisfrom the hotel may have been buried on the Minot farm.
Many years later, Henry Thoreau, returning from skating on the Bedford meedows over the fields
of the farm of his infancy, obsarved so much broken china mixed inwith the soil that he
suggested the areabe caled "crockery field."

In 1847 the Hadlocks sold the Minot Farm, then 85 acres. The buyer was another Eagt Quarter
neighbor, Capt. Asa Brooks |1, whosefamily had owned a nearby farm on the Bay Road for
generations. Asa Brooks (b. 1800) and hiswife were in their forties when they purchased the
property, and no children are listed as living therewith them in the cenaus of 1850. Ingtead, their
household included & leest two Irish-born farmhands - an illustration of a trend that was taking
place all over Concord, as farmers, inparticular, were hiring the first of what was to becomea
large influx of peoplefleei ngthe harsh conditions of Irdland inthe middle of the 19* century.
Under Asa Brooks, who was engaged in generd agriculture, raising somelivestock and cropsthat
included hay and avariety of grains and vegetables, the farm covered gpproximately 100 acres -
about the same sze as it had been under JonasMinot a the turn of the 19* century. During Mr.
Brooks' time the farm had the relatively high value of $5,000.

(continued)
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In 1852 the farm changed handsagain. Thistime the purchesaer was George Ellis of Newton. In
1859 he sold the property to 44-year-old William Tibbetts (Tibbets), who cameto Concord from
Brookfield, NH, with hiswife Mary and their young family. The Tibbetts farmin the 1860sweas
moderately progperous by Concord standards, and produced enough grain and hay for asmall
herd of about eight cows, somemarket produce, and a smal amount of orchard products. Ashed
been the caseunder Asa Brooks ownership, over the yeers the Tibbetts household included a
seriesof young farmhands from Ireland.

Tenant farming period: impact of immigration: mid-1870s to 18%4

After the Civil War, the old Wheder/Minot farm, like many othersin town, entered a phese of
tenant-farming which, like the shift from American- to Irish-born farm employees, wes
illustrative of asignificant agricultural trend of the times in Concord. Infact, inits current,
unrestored gate, the building is one of the mod intact examples of atransformation that mary
once-stylish colonial farmhouses in town underwent in the late 19* century. Some of the interior
partitioning, and much of the deterioration and loss of exterior detailing that was evident by 1900
gpparently dateto this period.

By the 1870s immigrants not only from Ireland, but from Nova Scotia and Scandinavia, were
working on many of the town's larger farms. Some were hired as laborers, others managed to
lees= existing farms, where they raised livestock and worked the land on heir own behalf.

William and Mary Tibbetts moved to Mdrose for afew yearsin the 1870sbut retained ownership
of the farm, renting the old Wheder/Minot Houseto a seriesof tenants. The longest-term
occupant during that time was Irish-American farmer Edward McKenna, who lived therewith his
mother.

By 1878 the Tibbetts had retumed to Concord. The Tibbetts family, like the Hadlocks and
Meriams before them, included severa grown and growing daughters - four inall. The sscond
ddest, Sarah J. had married Henry Wheder of Acton in 1871, and they and their young child
moved inwith her parentsand a least one of her Ssters. The extended family did not move back
to the old farmhouse, however, but in that year the Tibbetts moved the building a short distance to
the eedt, where they continued to rent it out. For their own resdence, they built amore
fashionable gable-front Itaianate house on the old Site (today's 215 Virginia Road, MHC #176).
Assesor reports of the time list both the "new house' and the " old house' standing on the
Tibbetts farm, which then covered 96 acres.

It is not known when the McKennas vacated the old Whed er/Minot farmhouse. References of

the period suggest that the building was continually occupied by a leest two familiesfor many

years after it was relocated. One tenant in the 1870sand 1830s prior to his degth from

consumption a age 82 in 1882, was Peter Hutchinson. Like Jack Garrison, who had worked on

the farm for the Minots, he was amember of a more longstanding demographic group in Concord
(continued)



OMa AppmalNa. 1024-0018
K>SFonn10-900->

<9e6)

United Statec Department of the Interior
Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Wheder/Mmot Farmhouse
Concord (Middlesex), MA
Section number §— Page —io_

than the Irish - African-American residents, mogt of whom, like the mog recent immigrants,
worked s |aborers or domesticsfor the loca landowners. Peter Hutchinson was one of a handful
of locd African-Americans who had been somewhat assimilated into town society, due partly to
their capacity for hard work. He hed spent much of hislife doing odd jobs, both for farmers and
for households in the center of town. J. Fay Barrett, writing in. 1871, refers to his as "our colored
townsman.. .the ablest common laborer | have ever known." (Barrett, Memoirs of the Social
Circle, 1,64) A well-known loca story tells of ashegp-shearing contest between Hutchinson
and prominent farmer George Barrett. The two men sheared all day, and it was only after the sun
went down that George Barrett pulled aheed to win the contest, shearing 62 sheep to
Hutchinson's 60. Peter Hutchinson perhaps best typifies the lives led by severd of Concord's
early freeblacks, who first built cabinsout on the river meadows belonging to the town's farmers,
and later moved into lodgings in town or on outlying farms. His name was immortalized by
Emerson in the title of his poem Peter'sField, in which Emerson describesthe meedows neax the
dte of Hutchinson's former cabin aong the Concord River. Thoreau dso wrote of Peter
Hutchinson severd times in hisjoumal.

William Tibbetts wife Mary died in 1880, and he remarried the following year. I1n 1882 he sold
the entire farm, with both the family house and the tenant farmhouse, to his ddest daughter Susen
(b. 1841), and her hudband William Fogter, aGerman-bom sailor. Later that year e sold to her
dgter Sarah Tibbetts Wheder the new house a 215 Virginia Road, with 60 acres where Sarah
and her husband continued to maintain asmall dairy herd. After afew yearsthe Fodters defaulted
on their mortgege for the rest of the farm, and William Tibbetts bought back theold
Wheder/Minot house, by then shorn of itsrear lean-to and center chimney. 1n 1886 he sold it
again, with 25 acresto English-bom Thomes Giblin of Boston. Giblin may not have done much
farming as he islisted as an upholsterer; five yearslater he too logt the property to foreclosure.

It is not known whether the Fogters actually occupied the relocated house during their brief period
of ownership. The Giblins gpparently lived in part of the building after they bought it, and rented
out the rest. The longest tenancy was that of Danish immigrants Peter and Anna (Thompson)
Peterson who had cometo Americain 1875 and were in resdence by the following year. By the
mid-1880s the Petersons hed two horsesand a smdl dairy herd of eight cows. Likethe Irish
before them, and frequently after a period of tenancy, many Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish
immigrants with farming skills eventualy gathered enough money to buy farmsof their own in
Concord. What they could afford, however, were often properties like the old Whed er/Minot
farm mugt have been in the 1890s which were in a Sate of neglect and decline - many of them
having been through a series of mortgege foreclosures, often located in the Eagt Quarter. When
Thomas Giblin lost the property in the early 1890s the farm came up for auction. Concord
businessman Prescott Keyes bought it, and sold it to the Petersonsin 1894.

(continued)
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Transformation to a commemorative property, late 19 century through 194.

By the timethe housewas sold out of the Tibbetts family for good in 1886, Henry Thoreau hed
been dead for 24 years. Over the course of ageneration, while his birthplace gradualy fell into
disrepair, hiswritings became ever more popular, and by 1890 the first biographies about him hed
been written. Nathanid Hawthome hed died in 1864, Emerson and the Alcottsall died in the
1830s, and devoteesof the illustrious mid-19* century circle of Concord authors were soon
traveling to town to view its literary, as well s historical, Stes. Augmented by a groundswell of
both antiquarianism and nogtdgia, an explosive tourist boom was building in Concord as thetum
of the 20" century gpproached. The number of tourists continued to swell after 1900, when the
Lexington & Boston streetcar line was extended down Old Bedford Roed to Concord Center,
passing just afew hundred yards west of the old Whed er/Minot Farmhouse - an easy walk for
curious visitorsfrom the city.

Duringthistime several local guidebooks hdped maketruetourig attractions out of the homes of
the authors of their gravestes on Author'sRidge in Segpy Hdlow Cemetery (NR 1998), and the
one birthplace among them - the dd Wheder/Minot Farmhouse, by then rdocated to 341
VirginiaRoad. Theroad itsdf, lined withfieldsand apple orchards was a pictureque part of a
favorite recommendad route for carriagedrives. Even Henry Salt's definitive 1890 Life and
Writings of Henry David Thoreau refers to Thoreau'sbirth "in a quaint od-fashioned house on
Virginia Road, aurrounded by pleasant orchards and peat-meadons”  (Salt, 13)

Late 19*- and early 20*-century literature about Thoreau and his birthplace ranged from serious
first-hand accounts, such as Sah'sand the 1883 biography by Franklin Sanbom, to sentimentd,
over-romanticized descriptions in some of the guidebooks. Even Thoreau's colleegues, however,
in their writings before the building was moved, hdped s the dagefor the later wave of
nostalgia. Fellow Concord author William Ellery Channing, in Thoreau, the Poet-Naturalist
(1873), decribesthe house and its environs before its reduction and relocation:

The old-fashioned house on the Virginiaroad, itsroofnearly reaching thegroundin therear, remains as it
was when Henry David Thoreaufir stsaw the light in the eastern-most of its upper chambers. 1t was the
residence ofhis grandmother, and a perfect piece ofour New England style ofbuilding, with itsgray,
unpointed boards, itsgrassy, unfenceddoor-yard. The house is somewhat isolate and remotefrom
thoroughfares; the Virginiaroad, an old-fashioned, winding, at length desertedpathway, the more smiling
for itsforked orchards, tumbling walls, and mossy banks. About the house are pleasant, sunny meadows,
deep with their beds ofpeat...It was lovely he should draw hisfir stbreath in apure country air, out of
crowded towns, amid thepleasant, russet fields.

Severd late 19*-century writers lamented the changes that had occurred to the property over
time. Franklin Sanbom, in an article for the New England Magazine (Vol. Ill, No. 4, December
1890), notesthe house's relocation and the concurrent demolition of the rear lean-to:

(continued)
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Though standing yet, it has been removed, after the Concordfashion, toanother site, and has lost the
guaint sloping roof, which gave it an old-world character, like the similar house in Torrington, Ct. where
John Brown was born. This '‘Minot House'... stood on theright hand of the 'Virginia Road' asyou come
from Lexington to Concord by that route...

No author was more outspoken in her dismay at the atered state of the house than Margaret
Sidney (ak.a. Harriett Lothrop [1844-1924]), aprolific author of children's books, including the
Five Little Peppers series. A fierce antiquarian who was largely responsible for the early
restorations of the Wayside (home to both Hawthorne and the Alcotts), and the Alcotts' Orchard
House (bothNHL, 1966), her disdain at the decline of Thoreau's birth house extends beyond the
building to renderingjudgment on its later inhabitants. Inthe entry on it for her 1888 guidebook,
she begins with a description of the 1878 Tibbetts house, with the old trees stand standing inwhat
had been the dooryard of the Wheeler/Minot Farmhouse, and endswith a scathing critique of the
latter's immigrant occupants and the condition of the property:

A tidy little homestead of the pattern so common in New England as to be describable by the hundred,
meets us at the gentle slope; and presently we come upon two poplars gaunt and grim, seeming to say, "we
guarded the homestead that you seek. "

"We must believe them, " we exclaim, and draw rein, to pay tribute of respect to their undoubted

connection with Thoreau. We are delighted to find it all true; that the house inwhich Thoreau was born
was moved some time afterwardfrom the shelter of thepoplars, toitspresent position of treeless waste. A
little more of doubling and winding, and we see the house, an ugly, square, flat-faced domicile given up to
aforeign element that swarms in and out its old door. So we gaze reverently at the unpicturesgue shell of a
habitation, and determine to see ifpossible its interior...

After abrief account of a surly dog and the coarse language of the rough woman who greeted the
visitor at the door, she continues:

Neither of the apartments isin the least interesting. The house is not old enough to be quaint, and nothing
of itsinterior callsfor adescription. Itis Thoreau's birthplace; thisisitsonly claimfor attention. We pass
out silently, and resume our Journey. (Sidney, Old Concord, her Highways and Byways, 1888. 37-39)

On the other hand, Thoreau himself would probably have disagreed not only with Sidney's
discriminatory remarks about the residents, but with those about the state of the house as well.
As he stated inan unpublished manuscript,

There isatime when every house becomes beautiful at last, and we cease to quarrel with the original
architect, when Timewith his scythe and weather staining and mossy brush has come to smooth over and
cover up thefarmer's blunders - when the elements have repaired man'sfaults. (Blanding, Thomas in
The Concord Journal, 12/21/1995)

(continued)
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Homegeto the Whedler/Minot House as Thoreau's birthplace did not gppear only in written form.
At lesst two locd artists were commissoned to creste drawings of what the house looked like
during Thoreau's lifetime. As a fitting accompaniment to the passage describing the house with
its "quaint, doping roof," for Franklin Sanbom'’s 1890 article (sse above), Horence Richardson, a
Concord wood engraver produced an illustration of the building with its center chimney and rear
lean-to, but devoid of its esst-end attachments. In Sanbom'swords, Thoreau "was bom in the
old-fashioned housewhich Miss Richardson's sketch hes restored to its primitive agpect.”
However, while she depicted the building a the old location a the bend in the road. Miss
Richardson showed it positioned behind the two tall poplarsthat in her time sheltered the 1878
Tibbetts House.

Seven years later, local photographer and Thoreau scholar Alfred Hosmer commissioned another
Concord artist, Mary Wheeler, to make a second historical sketch of the building for a new
edition of Thoreau's Waldenwhich he was preparing. Wheeler's drawing, also a pastiche of the
contemporary and the historical, showed the building with its eastjog and attached sheds
(undoubtedly meant to convey the chaise house and woodshed listed in Mary Minot's  "widow's
thirds'). Miss Wheeler, too, showed the trees on the old farmstead asthey had appearedin the
1890s, and even added a contemporary pine tree which Mr. Hosmer had photographed and
particularly wanted to include. (Illust. F) In a letter of June 5, 1897, to University of Illinois
professor SA. Jones, he wrote "Havejust had a new sketch of the birthplace made, so asto have
one with the pine tree in full init, for the Walden." (Oehlschlaeger and Hendrick, eds. Toward
the Making of Thoreau's Modern Reputation. 1979)

Twentieth-century ownership /

In 1908, having occupied it for a generation, but having owned it for only fourteen years, the
Petersons sold the farm to the family who owned it until the end of the 20* century. The buyers
of the property, by then reduced to 25 acres were a group of Irish immigrants, Jeremiah and
Timothy Breen and Carl Hedin. They subsequently conveyed itto Michagl Breen and in 1909 all
their sharesin the farm were acquired by James J. Breen. Both Michadl and James Breen were
recent Irish immigrantswho came to Concord after abrief gay in Boston. (Their family name
was first referred to as "O'Breen” by town officials.) While Michagl Breen soon left town,
James, age 27, sayed, and the next year married Irish-born Annie Cassidy, who had been
working as a domedtic servant. Over the years, through the Great Depression and Seocond World
War, the Breensmaintained a modest agricultural operation a 341 Virginia Road on 22 acres,
with flocks of chickens, avariety of crops, and a smdl dairy herd. James Breen replaced the
former bam with alow, M2 story shingled cow barn, to which he added a milk room before 1930,
and later buih ahen houseand an equipment garage behind the house (all demolished 1997). The
property was eventudly inherited by James and Annie's son, James Breen, J. (1912-1995), who
owned it until his deeth.

(continued)



OMB Appmal No. 1024-0018
NPS Fonn 10-900-t

United Statec Department of the Interior
Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Wheder/Minot Farmhouse
Concord (Middlesex), MA
Section number — 8§ — Page —)Ji—

While the Breenswere farming the property, the old Whed er/Minot Farmhouse, though
simplified inform during its long period as atenant farmhouse, and updated by the Breenswith
smple early20*" century detailing, continued to be adegtination point for Thoreau devotees.
Interest in public or non-profit acquisition of the property as acommemorative Site was expressed
sporadically throughout the 20* century. In 1931, during the period when retorations such as
Colonia Williamsburg and the Wayside Inn in nearby Sudbury were commanding national
attention, awriter in The Bookman expressed the following:

/ thinkperhaps the house inwhich Thoreau was born might be agood investmentfor the State, orfor some
enterprising Henry Ford. Thoreau's reputation isgrowing with theyears, andin theend the effect of his
life and works upon the history of America may not be so inconsiderable.

By the time of James Breen, J.'s death in 1995, much of the land that hed remained with the
1878 Tibbetts House a 215 Virginia Road had been developed for single-family ranch houses
and modest late-20* century colonid revival homes. To the eedt, an office park was built in the
1980s on the old Whed er/Meriam property & 477 Virginia Road. Tothe north, a wartime
airport, Hanscom Field, expanded in the post-World Wer |1 era into acombined govemment and
private planefacility on hundreds of acres of former farmland in Concord, Lincoln, Bedford, and
Lexington. The twenty acresaround the rdocated Wheeler/Minot Farmhouse, however,
remained undeveloped through the period of Breen family ownership.

In 1997, Concord's Town Mesting gppropriated $160,000 toward the $960,000 purchase price of
the remaining portion of the old farm. The campaign to save this historic property from
development was initiated by aneighbor, joined by the Thoreau Country Conservation Alliance.
A private-public task force put together thefinancial package, receiving early critical support
from the Educationa Collaborative for Greater Boston (EDCO) which provided $ 160,000 from
fundsoriginally donated by Nathanie Seefurth for a Thoreau-rdlated educetion center.
Additional contributions camefrom Massport for air rights ($200,000), from a Massachusetts
Dept. of Environmental Management self-help grant for $160,000, afoundation grant of
$180,000, and smdler amountsfrom other organizations, groups, and individuals. The property
was conveyed with an encumbrance requiring that it be open to all residents of the
Commonweslth.

Following the Town's purchase, negotiations were sarted with EDCO to build an education
center on the land, and with anew citizen's group, the Thoreau Farm Trust, which intended to
restorethe houseand use it, in conjunction with the education center, to memorialize Thoreau and
to teach about the history of agriculture in Concord. However, no agreement was reached, and
the Town now plansto condider dtemate proposasfor the presarvation and use of the houseand
property. Meanwhile, nine acres of land behind the house have been leasad to Gaining Ground, a
non-profit organic farming group that gives young people a chanceto experience farming and

(continued)
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donatesthe produce grown thereto the needy. Concord's Natural Resources Commission is
charged with stewardship of the land. The god of preserving the houseas amemoria to Thoreau
and keeping the total property for use in interpretive programs on agriculturewill be greatly
enhance by itslisting on the National Regider.

Archaeologica Significance

Although numerous ancient Native American Sites have been recorded in the Concord, Sudbury,
and Assabet River drainages (which converge approximately two mileswest of the Thoreau
House), few dtes have been sysematically excavated in the arealimiting their interpretative
vaue and making surviving sitesin the area potentidly significant. Much of our information
relating to Native American site locations in the Concord areadatesfromthe 19* century or later
and results from information compiled by artifact collectors and avocationa  archaeologids.
Recent cultural resource managemeant studies conducted by professional archaeologigts in the
Concord areahave added to these early efforts and provided a sysematic body of datawhich
forms the basisfor Native American subsstence and settlement modeds available for the Concord
River drainage. Any ancient dteslocated in the nominated area have the potential to further
define the variability within these modds and how they changed during the last 12,500 years of
demondrated settlement in this arear Recent archaeologica studiesin Concord have identified
Native American use of that areadating from the Middle Archaic through Woodland Periods.
Similar Native American resources may be present in the nominated areaiindicating the potential
for awide variety of additiona research topics including lithic and ceramic technologies,
changing resource use, and procurement and possibly exchange pattems.

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to contribute detailed
information on the evolution, layout, and socid history of the farmwhere Henry D. Thoreau was
bom. Additional documentary resserch combined with archaeologica survey, testing, and careful
mapping may help document stmctural and landscgpe changes that occurred to the farm since its
possible pre-1736 congruction date. Although the original house ste isnot included in this
nomination, ssmctural evidence from assodiated outbuildings and occupationa related features
may exist that contribute information related to the farm's original date of settlement. The close
proximity of the origina house site dso indicates archaeologica features (refuse arees) may exist
that could contribute information on the architectural details of the original house. The aove
information combined with constmction dates and functions for existing buildingsand stmctures
may aso document the design and evolution of alate 19*/early 20* century farmstead from its
Colonial Period beginnings.

Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationa rdated features may dso contribute important
information relating to the socid higtory of the farmstead including the Thoreau period of

(continued)
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habitation and inhabitants that preceded then followed Thoreau. Occupationd related features
may contain detailed information relating to the socid, cultural, and economic characteristics of
the farm's inhabitants. Important information may exist relating to the life of the late 19*

century immigrant community in Concord, and the acculturation and ethnicity of the Irish and
Danish immigrants. Information on Concord's African-American community may aso be
present. Archaeologica resources may exist that contribute information on structural changes
that occurred to the farm building and layout during the tenant farming period from the mid 1870s
to 18%4.

(end)
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10.

Sorli, Lawrence A. Consuhation on architecture of the Wheder/Minot House, August 2000.

Wheder, Ruth. House Files: 215, 341, 477 Virginia Road. 1937-1960s
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UTM REFERENCES (cont.)

5. 309820 4704260 n

Verba Boundary Description

The nominated property consgs of two parcds. #4286 (2.53 ac, with the Wheder/Minot House,
[341 Virginia Road]), and surrounding it on three sdes, and parcd #4286-1 (17.77 ac.) as shown
on the Town of Concord's AssessorsMap K7. The map, the mod recent available, still shows the
footprints of outbuildingsthat have snce bean demolished.

Boundary Justification

TheNational Register boundaries encompeass the remaining 20.3-acre portion of the
Wheedler/Minot Farm that was acquired by the Town of Concord in 1997. Parce #4286 includes
the farmhouse and the stesof all known outbuildings associated with it after itsrelocation in
1878. Parcd #4286-1 includesthe agriculturalfiel dsthat adjoined the farmstead.

(end)
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AU photographs by Anne Forbes, August 2000

1

2.
3.
4.

View north/northeast
View northwest
View southwest
View southeest

Supplementary photographs (4 x 6")

o
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View south to housewith cart path

Fieldstone wall

Lobby entrance, looking eest
Wedtfirst-storyroom,fireplace(esst) wall -
Eadfirst-storyroom, fireplace (west) wall

. Eagt chamber: portion offireplace(west) wall

. West chamber, with partition wall, looking west

. Second story: connection of southwest comer pogt, front plate, and end girt
. Second story: connection of northwest comer pog, reer plate, and end girt

. View northeest over rear fields

View northeest over fields
View north, with northwest field
View north, with northwest field

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS AND DRAWINGS (photocopies)
All in collection of Concord Archives, Concord FreeLibrary
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Alfred Hoamer: "Thoreau Birthplace, family in doorway." Ca 1896
Hosmer: "Thoreau Birthplace- latefall or winter." Ca 1896
Thoreau birthplace: open doorway. Ca. 1896

Thoreau Birthplace, ca. 1906

Thoreau Birthplace, ca. 1925

Thoreau Birthplace, 1940

Mary Wheder, "Thoreau's Birthplace," 1897
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Continuation Sheet

K S t.-- Wheder/Minot Farmhouse
, N Concord (Middlesex), MA

Section number Page

RESOURCE COUNT

M ap# Name/description Date Status Type
1 Wheder/Minot House ca. 1730 C B

1 sysem offieldstonewalls pre-1900 C

3 well pre-1880 C

4 cart pathsfarm drives pre-1950 C

5 dteof former outbuildings  late 19* - C m

early 20* century

Contributing Noncontributing
Buildings 1 0
Structures a 0
Objects i 0
Stes 1 0
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1024-0018






THOREAU BIRTHPLACE (WHEELER-MINOT HOUSE): Floor plan

—from Ferro, Maximilian L. "The Henry David Thoreau Birthplace, Concord, Massachusetts. a
Report Prepared for the Town of Concord and the Thoreau Birthplace Task Force,"

December, 1998.
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THOREAU BIRTHPLACE (WHEELER-MINOT HOUSE): Hoor plan

--from Ferro, Maximilian L. "The Henry David Thoreau Birthplace, Concord, Massachusetts a
Report Prepared for the Town of Concord and the Thoreau Birthplace Task Foree™
December, 1998.
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Wheel er-- M not Farmhouse
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & GOUNTY:  NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 2/04/04 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: jlZ-jon
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 3' H DATE G- 45TH DAY: 3/ 19/ 04
DATE O WEEKLY LI ST, n

REFERENCE NUMBER 04000190

REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 5 0 YEARS,

O'HER N PDIL: N PER QD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED,
REQEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL:

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

RECOM./CRITyiA d/zJn~f
REVIEWER faxk\. "rAjit\y) DI SCI PLI NE_
TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMVENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N see attached SLR Y/ N

If a nom nation i sreturned t othenomnating authority, t he
nom nation i sno longer under considerationby theNPS.









































































































PREPARED BY PHOTOGRAMMETRIC METHODS
FROM AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY OF 1960 BY

AIR SURVEY CORPORATION

ARLINGTON 9, VIRGINIA VUM IS JSCaGS MEAN SEA LEVEL
500 FOOT GRID BASED ON MASSACHUSETTS CQORDIN/TE SYSTEM
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$ #  XheCommonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
January 29, 2004 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Wheder/Minot Famhouse, 341 Virginia Road, Concord (Middlesex), MA
The nomination hes been voted ligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State

Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

We request an expedited review of this nomination.

Ore letter of support hes bean received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg 9
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC Ame Forbes conquitant
Josgoh C. Wheder, Conoord Higtoricdl Commission
Ridmond Edes Conocord Board of Sdedtimen
Marda Reavussen, FHanning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state. maus/sec/mhc



TOWN OF CONCORD RECEIVED

TOWN MANAGER'S OFFICE

22 MONUMENT SQUARE - RO.BOX 535
N
CONCORD. MASSACHUSETTS 01742 FFB n m

TELEPHONE (978) 318-3000

FAX (978) 318-3002 AMASS. HIST. COVM
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January 29,2002

Betty Friedberg

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

Anne Forbes, Preservation Consultant, is delivering to you the nomination application for
listing the Henry D. Thoreau Birthplace on the National Register of Historic Places.
Concord's Board of Selectmen, representing the Town of Concord, which is the owner
of the property, approved the fonwarding of the application to the Massachusetts
Historical Commission at its meeting on November 26, 2001. The Concord Historical
Commission has also endorsed the application. We look fonward to your early
consideration of this application.

With best wishes.

irlstophenV/helan
Town Mana'ger

Joafepri C. Wheeler, Chair
Cpncird Historical Commission



