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The Julia Sanderson Theater i slocated i ntheNorth Blocks comrercial area of downt own
Springfield. The building i ssituated at t hesouthwest corner of Main and Gridiron
Streets, adjacent totheRailroad Arch.

The Julia Sanderson Theater i sa four-story, tan brick structure with limestone trim,
designed i ntheClassical Revival style. The office/commercial sections facing on
Main and Gridiron Streets date from 1912. The 3,200 seat theater i ntheinterior
portion of theblock was built i n1926-29 by t heErnest F. Carlson Gonpany t o designs
by theater designer A- W Johnson of New York.

The building facade extends 175 feet along t hewest side of Main Street. The ground
floor consists of a series of altered storefronts and t heboarded theater entrance,
above which i sa large nmarquee. Above t heground floor, thefacade i sdecorated
between each of t heeleven paired-w ndow bays with three-story brick pilasters willi
low-relief capitals and bases. Wthin each bay, a narrow, full-height pilaster
separates thetwow ndows, creating a strong rhythm of alternating wi de and narrow
pilasters. Below thethird and fourth story wi ndows, there arerectangular cast
stone panels with a central oval framed by beaded- moul dings with projecting
cylindrical banding.

The entrance bay, theseventh bay fromthesoutherly end of thefacade, has a single
wi ndow at each story framed with Classical relief. The second story opening has a
projecting cornice supported by small brackets. The third story w ndow has a

moul ded architrave with a scrolled keystone, above which i sa low-relief rectangular
panel. At thetopfloor, theopening has a projecting sill supported by brackets
and an ornately carved lintel with a floral medallion. The fenestration inthe
facade i sa m xture of one-over-one and two-over-one |ights.

The building i scapped by a wide Classical entablature with a noulded architrave and
a frieze decorated with inlayed brick above each bay. The dentilled cornice has
dropped pendants centered between bays. Above this i sa rowof projecting round
knobs alternating with moul ded panels. The upper edge of thecornice i s articulated
with a mniature crenellated motif.

The north elevation of thebuilding i s17 bays long and i s decorated with asimplified
version of theornate details onthefacade. The bays consist of: one bay at the
easterly end which nmatches t hefacade; five bays with paired one-over-one l|ights
separated by pilasters with sinmple mouldings in place of capitals; six narrow bays

with single one-over-one lights separated by pilasters with ornate low-relief capitals;
followed by five bays with paired one-over-one lights and separated with pilasters with
sinple moul dings. Below each of thethird and fourth story windows i sa rectangular
stone panel with two recessed square panels as decoration. The entablature repeatsthe
sane details which areused on t he facade.

The interior of thetheater has undergone several renovations but still retains nuch
of itslavishddecoration and architectural detail.
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The Julia Sanderson Theater possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, and association. The building i sassociated with events that nade a
significant contribution tothecultural development of Springfield; i ti sassociated
with thelives of persons significant i nthepast; and i t enbodies t hedistinctive
characteristics of aperiod of architecture.

The property i ssignificant as thehone of two local landmark institutions, the Massasoit
Hotel and t he Paranount Theater. Each of these entities played a promnent role i nthe
social and cultural life of thecity. Architecturally, thestructure i sa fine exanple
of an early twentiethcentury commercial building,in theClassical Revival style. The
theater i srenowned for itslavish decoration and for t heinnovative theatrical systens
whi ch were used here for thefirst time inthecity's and region's history.

The office/commercial portion of thestructure facing on Main and Gridiron Streets was
constructed i n1912 on thesite of theformer Massasoit House, thecity's nost popular
hostelry. The site was acquired i n1912 from W IliamH Chapin, proprietor of the
Massasoit House, by t heDunlap Realty Trust Conpany for $750,000. This was reported

to be thelargest real estate transactioni nthecity's history. The entire ground
floor of thenew building was devoted t ocomrercial storefronts, theupper floors facing
on Main Street were outfitted as modern offices, and t heMassasoit Hotel occupied t he
upper floors facing north on Gridiron Street. The hotel, which was across t he street
from thetrain depot, continued as a popular hostelry and social gathering place until
it closed i n1926. The hotel space was converted tooffices shortly thereafter.

In 1926 plans were announced t oconstruct a new theater at therear of thesite. A
fourteen®year contract for $100,000 per year was signed with t he Famous Players -
Lasky Corporation of New York. The theater took three years tobuild at a cost of

$1,118,000. | twas named t he Paranpbunt as one i n t hechain of Class A deluxe theaters
operated by t he Fanous Pl ayers, Inc. The Paranmount was considered t obe t henost
lavish and extravagant theater inwestern Massachusetts. | twas thelast of thebig

downtown theaters and t hefirst theater i ntheregion designed expressly for sound
pictures.

The theater seated 3,200 people and featured several innovative mechanical *systens.
These included a scientific air cooling systemdesigned by Raymond S G aham which was
the first of itskind i nthecity, and an elevator platformon which theorgan console
and organist could be raised up under a spotlight tocreate a dramatic effect. A full
renote control lighting system and an energency |ighting systemwith a two-hour capacity
were also featured. The balcony i ssupported by a 100-foot steel beamt o eliminate
obstructing colums and provide good vision and acoustical quality from every seat.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Please refer to the attached map which is block #304 of the city assesment plan.
The boundary is deliniated in red.
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The paranount Theater attracted high quality novies and performances tothecity.

Gloria Swanson, Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks were anong t he Holl ywood stars whose
Class Afilms played at t he Paramount. As well as for motion pictures, the theater

was popular for its vaudeville shows and "bi g band"concerts, and hosted such talents

as Ethel Barrymore, Jack Benny, Eric Von Stroheim and Al exander Wbl cott.

The theater was renaned t heJulia Sanderson Theater i n1975 i n nmenory of Springfield's
nost fanmous show business personality, Julia Sanderson. Julia Sanderson was borni n
Springfield i n1887, nade her first Broadway appearance as a chorus g¢irl i n1902, and
went on tostar i nover 20 consecutive hi t shows, including "The Ziegfield Follies" and
the original "No, No, Nanette." | n1927 she married Frank Crumt and for t henext 16
years, thehushand-wife radio teamhosted t henationally popular quiz show "Battle of
the Sexes." The renanming of thetheater coincideswith recent interest i nreopeningthe
theater for awide range of community theater, concert, and cinemaproductions.
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HA/ TE Novenmber 28, 1978 MASS. HIST. COMM.

TQO Messrs. Ron Gol dstein and Abbott Roberts

ADDRESS: Stearns Realty Inc., 293 Bridge Street, Springfield*"" Massffehusetts 01103
AFROM MSSACHBETTS H STCR CAL M 11 SS ON

SLBIECT: NATI ONAL REd STER F H STCR C PLACES

TH S | STQONJN FY YAJ | KAT THE FALLA vI NG PROPERTY: |\

NAME a3t ; ex eGK >EBG3ec  Par anount Theatre

ADDRESS: 1676- 1708 Main Street Springfield

NOM NATED BY: Springfield Historical Comm ssion

is being considered by the Massachusetts Historical Coinmssion for noinination
to the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register affords recognition and protection for districts, sites,
bui l dings, structures andobjects significant inAmerican History, architecture,
archeology and culture. Listing inthe National Register places no restrictions
on the (Hlier's actions unless Federal fundingor licensing is involved. However,
certain Federal Tax consequences nay result fromlisting in the National Register.
Please refer to section 2124 of the Tax ReformAct of 1976 for an explanation

of these provisions.

Pl ease acknow edge receipt of this notification by signing below andreturning
this fom to Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Mssachusetts
Historical Conm ssion at the address above. The State Review Board will not
consider this nomnation until we receive your comrents or thirty days have
passed fromthe date of notification.

Witten comments onthe significance of this property are encouraged and
my be attached to this form

Signature

212177
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February 20, 1979

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration Branch

National Register RECHVED
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service MR 12190
Washington, D.C. 20243

. NATIONAL
Dear Mr. Herrington: REGISTER

Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:

Amherg® -Coi'ikey-Slcvenc lloui“c
Caiit)ridge: BANn Abbot House
Lawrence *sgax Conpany Officus 'g=d "ard
-GAR Hall

Rowley: — Chaplin Cdikc Huse

. Spri nngield: Jul1a Sanderson Theat er
Springtield: Kennedy- Vr t hi ngt on Bl ocks
Springfield: Wnchester Square Historic District
WI br aham Acadeny Historic District

Al'l have been votedeligible by the State ReviewBoard and have been si gned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. They have al so been revi ewed by our

Erofessional staff representing thedisciplines of architecture, architectural
istory, archeol ogy and history.

Sincerely,

Chri stine Boul di ng
Survey Director ' o
Massachusetts Hi storical Comm ssion

Encl osur es
ABts
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