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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Designed in the French Second Empire style, Willis Hall is a two story 
stone bearing wall building with a dormer space beneath the frame, third floor, 
mansard roof. The building is graced on all four sides with rounded arched 
fenestration distinguished by carved stone window caps. The building facades 
are broken by the raised corner pilaster columns.

The exterior is moderately^changed from its 1872 appearance, mainly 
resulting from a fire in 1879ywhich extensively damaged the tower, third floor 
roof line and wood interior. The rebuilding resulted in modification to the 
tower design above the second floor with the actHItlbn or" clocks in the four- 
sided peaked roof. The mansard roof was also slightly^msdified at-the same 
time with the elimination of a cornice at the top roof line and a more stylized 
appearance to the rebuilt third floor dormers. Since 1879, the only exterior 
alteration has been the addition of an enclosed rear entry in the 1960s,

The interior was extensively remodeled during Its conversion to a student 
union in 1954, Despite alterations and continued use, the building has been well 
maintained by the school.

Willis Hall is located at the western edge of the Carleton College campus. 
Although now screened by Burton Hall, from its former vista to the Cannon River 
below, its tower and flagpole can still be seen, high on the river's bluff, 
upon approaching the city from either the north or south.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\^and 1&72,Constructed between 186€f and 1872, Willis Hall is representative of the 
founding of Carleton College, a small midwestern literal arts college, which is 
most well known for being the educational home of the internationally renowned 
economist, Thorsen Veblen.

Carleton College built Willis Hall as its first permanent facility, laying 
the cornerstone in 1868.KXfompleted and dedicated in 1872, the building functioned 
as the entire school for the first few years, housing the chapel and men's 
dormitory in addition to classrooms. It was originally called New Hall but the 
name was quickly changed to Willis Hall in honor of Susan Willis, one of the 
schools early benefactors.

It continued to function as the school's main educational facility until
1954 when it was reopened as the Student Union, a service which continues up
to the present. >""'

Willis Hall is an example of an architectural style, French Second Empire 
which continues to become an increasing rarity in Minnesota. Desjpite a fire in 
1879 which required the rebuilding of the tower above the second floor and 
modification to the mansard roof, the building remains today one of the better, 
examples of this style remaining in Minnesota. It is also one of a diminishing 
collection of buildings in the state which was illustrated in the 1874 Andr ears : 
Illustrated Atlas of Minnesota; a statewide atlas of county and city maps with 
pictures of the states 1 most distinctive architectural specimens of the time.

Despite the modifications and over a hundred years of continued use, the 
building remains an excellent representation of 19th century stone craftsmanship; 
once common but now rare in Minnesota's educational edifices. It remains as 
a fitting architectural anchor to the Carleton College campus.
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