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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Nixon Birthplace stands at the top of a hill above Yorba Linda 
Boulevard in the shelter of a modest grove of trees. About 30 yards vest 
is the Yorba Linda elementary school, recently renamed after the President*

The main section of the frame bungalow is one-and-one-half stories in 
height vith a shed dormer in evidence on the north side. The roof over 
the main section is gabled vith a lov pitch and covered vith asphalt shingl( 
The rear of the house is one story in height vith a flat roof and probably 
was created by enclosing a porch. The house has overhanging eaves and a 
shallow gabled vestibule in front. The clapboard siding is white, vhile 
window trim is in green*

Apparently the exterior of the house has not changed significantly in 
the past few decades. Maintenance appears to be at an acceptable standard. 
The present occupants are employees of the Yorba Linda School District.

The house is not open to the general public. m
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Richard Nixon was bom in Yorba Linda, California, on January 9, 1913, 
in a modest one-and-one-half-story frame house built by his father, Frank 
Nixon, who earned his living by fruit farming. The future President lived 
in the house until 1922, when the Nixon family moved to Whittier. Especial! Ly 
important during these formative years was the example of his Irish Quaker 
parents. Remembering the lessons learned from them in Yorba Linda, the 
President recently remarked,

their patience, courage and determination not to break down, 
whatever the physical and emotional strain, has been one of 
the finest things X have ever known. And it has certainly 
held me together at times vhen I have been under pressure. 
And it always will.

The little-altered house at 18061 Yorba Linda Boulevard is owned by 
Yorba Linda School District and is not open to the public.

Richard Nixon was born in Yorba Linda, California, on January 9, 1913, 
in a one-and-one-half-story frame house built by his father, Prank Nixon, 
who earned his living by raising citrus fruits.

The Nixons were active in the civic and religious life of the community 
and imparted their social consciousness to their five sons. Mrs. Nixon 
was a charter member of the Yorba Linda Women's Club, and she and her 
husband helped to organize the Yorba Linda Friends Church, where Richard 
attended Sunday school.

Nixon began public school in Yorba Linda and finished the third grade 
before the family moved to Whittier. His second grade teacher recalled 
that he "was a nice little boy who was serious about his studies,** and 
that "he was well liked by other students, loved sports, was the center 
of everything and always willing to help other students."

These were the formative years in the life of the President-to-be. 
Remembering the early lessons he learned from his parents in Yorba Linda, 
Nixon recently remarked:
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I do not have my parents' passivity, and I do not go along 
entirely with that philosophy, but the sight of their patience, 
courage and determination not to break down, whatever the physical 
and emotional strain, has been one of the finest things I have 
ever known. And it has certainly held me together at times when 

I have been under pressure. And it always will.

The Nixons left Yorba Linda for Whittier in 1922, vhen farming proved 
unprofitable. In the years that followed, the house passed through the hands 
of several owners. After World War II, Yorba Linda School District purchased 
the home to provide space for future expansion. Although threatened by 
destruction a number of times, the house continued to survive intact, and on 
January 9, 1939, the school board and the citizens of Yorba officially desig­ 
nated the home a historic site.


