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Aslide from its art collections Philbrook is something of an artifact in its own
right - an artifact of the Italian Renaissance, the style in which it was built and
furnished, and an artifact as well of the flamboyant 1920s when Oklahoma oilmeni, in
Tulsa, Ponca City, Bartlesville, and elsewhere, were investing their newly won wealth
in the traditional trappings of affluence.

Waite and Genevieve built their palatial home in 1926-1927, some say largely to
glve their two teenage children a suitable place in which to entertain their friends.
Edward Buehler Delk of Kansas City was the architect, General contractor was the
John Long Company, builders of Kansas City's Nelson Gallery of Art., Building contractor
was Henry Lohman of Tulsa, Herbert Hare of Kansas Clty was responsible for layout of
the formal gardens and landscaped grounds of the 23-acre estate, Construction was by
Phillip Thomas, a Tulsa landscape contractor,

Stained glass windows in the Villa Philbrook entranceway were made by the D'Ancenzo
studios of Philadelphia, Scene in the large center window depicts the story of Dante
and Beatrice, Iron work throughout the home was designed by Oscar Bach of New York,
who also did the columns in the Great Hall, Ceiling of the Great Hall was painted by
Cooper and Gentihomo, mural decorators of New York, its motifs taken from authentic
Italian Renaissance ceilings, Music room murals were by George Gibbs,

The Phillips, their children grown, gave Philbrook to the City of Tulsa in 1938,
along with an endowment for maintaining it as a museum and art center. Alterations to
accomplish this purpose have included installation of galleries, studios, period rooms, .
display rooms for the Indian exhibits, auditorium, and kitchen, But these have been
managed with little perceptible change in the architectural structure itself., Similar
care was taken to maintain its integrity in the 1960s when a new east wing was added to
accommodate the institution's expanding educational facilities. Through the years
Philbrook has retained the appearance of an Italian residence, inside and out., Much
of the Italian Renaissance decoration on the main floor has been left unchanged,

The entire ground floor of the Philbrook Art Center 1s gilven to permanent and
rotating exhibitions, Much of this, understandably, reflects the state's rich Indian
heritage. Philbrook's period rooms are permanent exhibitions designed to dramatize the
French, Spanish, and English cultural influences on the Southwest, The Italian room is
included because of its homogenity to Philbrook's architecture, but also because the
Italian Renaissance period directly influenced both the French and Spanish cultures,

An integral part of Philbrook's resources are the 23 acres of grounds, landscaped
with Southwestern trees and plants and so planned as to produce "beautiful pictures in
nature,” The botanical gardens are both esthetically and scientifically attractive,

A formal garden on a slope below the terrace at Philbrook's back side is a pleasant
pattern in the otherwise natural landscape, Seasonal plants and flowers keep it colorful
year-round. Fountains and pools, stone bridges and benches, and a white columned

temple all add life and color to the scene, While the grounds offer beauty to the
visitor, they also provide an esthetically satisfying setting to both classes and
individuals involved in art, dramatics, and other aspects of the center's comprehensive
educational program,

A broad sweep of lawn stretches out in front of Philbrook, A semi-circular driveway
is entered through massive iron gates at elither end of the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Philbtrook is significant on at least two counts. As noted in No, 7, it is signifi-
cant as an artifact - an artifact of both the Italian Renaissance and Oklahoma's
flamboyant oil industry. But Philbrook is also significant as an impressive memorial
to a man and his philosophy of life, Two quotes from Waite Phillips underscore this
latter area of significance, "All things should be put to their best possible use,”
he once sald, And ... "The only thing we ever keep is that which we give away."

* % *

0Oil brought Waite Phillips to Tulsa in 1918 and brought him almost immediate wealth,
He sold his oil interests in 1925 for $25 million ... and promptly gave his employes
$2.5 million, the Boy Scouts of America some $5 million, the City of Tulsa $6 million.
In 1926-1927 the Phillips built Philbrook. But by 1938, their two children grown, they
gave the 23-acre estate to the city, with downtown real estate as endowment for its
maintenance, With the magnificent mansion itself went valuable pieces of furniture,
fine fixtures, and many art objects, The Southwestern Art Association was created to
administer the property. Philbrook Art Center opened in October 1939, Since then a
series of gifts and purchases have made its continually expanding permanent collections
outstanding in Oklahoma and attracted nation-wide attention, This is particularly true
in the case of its American Indian collections and paintings.

Complementary to Philbrook's exhibits and displays is its comprehensive program of
involvement in all aspects of the community's cultural life - music, theatre, films,
art, literature, Summer concerts on the lawn ... film showings under the stars ..,
dramas in the auditorium ..., research projects in the library ... art classes in the
formal gardens ... all - and more - make up Philtrook's contribution to the Tulsa
cultural scene., And help to fulfill Waite Phillips® wish that “All things should be
put to their best possible use,"

The magnificent Villa Philbtrook - heroically conceived, carefully maintained,
tastefully expanded, and imaginatively utilized - is today a prime cultural asset ...
of Tulsa, of the State of Oklahoma, and of the world itself., A thing of beauty, it
is also an instrument of education, of enjoyment, of inspiration, And an impressive
memorial to a man and to an industry,
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