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The Rider Tavern i son Stafford Street (Northside Turnpike) just oppositethe
intersection with Northside Road. | ti slocated on 2h acres of land which are

surrounded by open fields and pastures of neighboring farms.

The Rider Tavern (c.l1797) nmeasures 90 feet by 40 feet, and i sthree stories

xn hexght | t stands on a foundationof dryfieldstone construction, topped with
granite slabs backed with brick on theends. O thesouth (front) and west sides
no foundatxon appears above grade, but t heeast end reveals a full basenent with

a brxck exterior wall.

The exterior walls of the buildingare clapboard wi th cornerboards, although as-
phalt sidingappliedinthe 1950' snowcoversthe original material. Only onthe
easternthird of the rear wall of the buildingare the cl apboards exposed. Mater -
ialsusedinthe construction of the Tavernare of local origin. The nails are
saidto be fromthe forge of PortusHanmond and the granitecut froma quarrv in

Sout h Charl t on. N

The main facade of t heRider Tavern has two entrances, each approxi mately 30 feet
fromeither end of thebuilding. The east door retains its original features with
Its large keystone, heavy quoins, and projecting molded cornice. The western
entrance was identical totheeastern, but was remodeled i n1939. |t s keystone

and cornice remain, however. There area total of 26 windows on t hefacade, 6 on
the east elevation and 6 on t hewest. The first and second story wi ndows on t he
east end of t hefacade have heavily keystoned lintels. These have been renpved

on much of therest of thebuilding. Third-story windows are set close underthe
eaves. Sash lights vary onthefirst floor, and are 12 over 12 on t he second

floor, and 8 over 8 onthethird.
3
The Rider Tavern has a hipKroof surfaced with asphalt shingles. Originallythe
building had a roof which *l aaed one foot fromthecenter t ot heeaves. The
roof was covered with graveled tar, and on it were placed beds and pots of

flowers. Water was conveyed t ot heroof garden through a line of |ogs which |ed
to a spring i nthehill onthenorth side of thehouse. The nassive menbers of

the original roof construction arestill i nevidence beneath thepresent hip roof
which was added around 1842.

Three brick chimmeys rise through theroof. The nain chimey i nt heeastern part
of thebuilding carries flues for seven fireplaces and neasures 12 feet by 15 feet

at It sbase. Two smaller chimeys pierce thewestern section of theroof.

i stheformer kitchen, which contains a large fireplace, 10
feet wide and 5 feet high, with stone lintel, bake oven and cooking crane. I n

the back of t heeast chimey foundationi nthebasement i sa vaulted warm ng room
fitted out with shelves next totheflue. Fromhere food was brought tothe dunto

A A AN A A WHAUA AN AN AN i i
V?uqtgé', If)luft open at both ends and fitted with doors for sto#aﬁg' ey base i s also

In t hebasenment |evel

(continued)
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The western two thirds of t he Tavernwas t hepublic house, and t heeastern third
the business section and living quarters fortheinnkeeper. The west door |eads
to theoriginal dining roomand barroom and fromthemain hall a stairway goes
to thesecond floor ballroom and upper chambers. Original stenciling has recently
been uncovered i nt he 20 by 60 foot ballroom 1 theeast side were theoffice,
receiving parlor, principal upper chanber and two additional bed chambers, as well
as living quarters fortheinnkeeper. All of theroons retain their original
woodwor k and hardware, with t heexception of two mantel s which have been renoved
in second floor chanbers. A fewdoorknobs were installedon doors i nt he east

two roons.

The Rider Tavern has recently been acquired by t heCharlton Historical Society
who with professional help arecurrently restoring thebuilding for use as
society headquarters, community center, and two apartments.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
— 1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
— 1600-1699 ?i_ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION -SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN
X_1 700-1 799 ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATE”~_ 1797 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rider Tavern i ssignificant asoneof the mgjor inns ontheStafford and WWr-

cester Turnpike andast hescene of avisit by General Lafayette during his 1824-25 tour
of theUnited States. | ti salso significant for theunique architectural features

whi ch have been preserved inwhat i s oneof thebest exanples of it speriod i nCharlton
and certainly thenost outstanding Federal inn i nthesurrounding area.

The Rider Tavern was begun'in 1797 by El i Weel ock, but before completion was sold

to two wealthy brothers Wlliamand Captain Isiah (sic) Rider. TheTavern was|ocated
on theprincipal stage line, theStafford and Worcester Turnpike, and was t heonly

inn onthis section of theturnpike between Sturbridge and Worcester. The Rider Tavern
was i n North Charlton, or Northside Village, which contained anong other important

town buil dings apost office, achurch, andschool. I nitssituation onaninportant
stage line, theTavern was t hecenter of hospitality andactivity in North Charlton.

ne of t he nost-remenbered events which occurred at t heRider Tavern was a visit by
the fanous Ceneral Lafayette. Acconpanied by anentourage of fifty horsenen, t he
Frenchman stopped at theinn where a gala celebrationwas held i nhis honor. He was
greeted by anold friend andlocal resident, M. Dunbar.

The Rider Tavern i salso significant for a nunber of i t sinteresting architectural
features. Theoriginal roof was flat andsupported theonly roof garden i n central

and eastern Massachusetts outside of Boston. Although theroof garden i s nolongeri n
existence, itsstructure i sclearly visible i ntheattic. Theballroomonthesecond
floor of thewest part of thebuilding i salso of interest, andi t shandsorme stenciling
is nowi nview. Dances andlyceuns were held i nthis roomeven into the 195Q s.

Today t heRider Tavern continues toserve asthefocal point of theNorthside Village,
and i ti sthenost impressive building of itsperiodi ntherural town of Charlton.
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6" St ecM feta/y™

PAUL GUZzZI

January 13, 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration

National Register

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Charles:

Enclosed please find three nomination forms for the following properties:

1. Charlton, Rider Tavem
2. Gloucester, Puritan House
3. Stockbridge, Berkshire Playhouse

These properties have been voted eligible for submission by the Massachu-
setts Historical Commisson (State Review Board) and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Resd Amadon.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia L. Wedowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

A-Winhw
Enclosures
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the ETigonc Rider favM” resto-
ration prefect'are.-fincouraged
that 1S300 in, federa .jfunes 4s
eyaijdale-Td"ﬂe prbiedt >.- v
. tflitiiv{« s -«ittvii->ii> .
FrMC|s |niiihafl,-! Plknnwg
Board ~cTiahnariT who 1Wes in-
drurientad™.in; gpplying ;{6 the
grant, said tjie", announcaman ofi
the dlocation™by Sexetary -if
Sate Paujj.Guzz is a good step
toward gdtttes-4"ctual cadh; .
But, said Lennihan, the town
must 'fUeV data*- sheet' on its.
proposal -ly.'Jan." 3. Detailed
plans for- the" project "must te
submifted by, March 25. Approv-
al by the federal. Parks Service
Departmenl:- is expected around
June I;nien the work rnust be
done -before-"the" JS000"- re|m-
bursement is received.,
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Rider TaveritEj*imJJnbumed TrekBack

ey DAVID C. UTAKIS
or tiM Telegram Staff

CHARLTON — The Charl-
ton Higtorical Sodety, ambi-
tioudy but unhurriedly, plans
to restore the Rider Tavem to
the way It Wes in 185

The project will teke fiveto
10 years to complele sad
William O. Hultgren, restora-
tion committee chfairmen. He
sad the sodety "hopes we'll
have enough support to follow
through with our plans”

The group recently acquired
ore third of the building as a
gift from the heirs of Harold
Culver. The other portion was
obtained "through a generous
agreament with Richard H.
Green of Soencer," Hultgren
sad. \

The sodely hes invited 8
peasor to a gedd open
bouse at 2 p.m. next Sunday
in the 24room tavem at Stf-
ford Srrest ad Northsde
Road. A public gpen house
will be hdd in June.

Hultgren sad the program
will indude taks by five
Lcey mambas on -tha
group's organization ad ac-
tivities, the Rider Tavem his-
tory, tavem architecture, ihe
tavern as a sodd center and
an outline of the sodiety's res-
toration plans Chambar mu-
dc o the period will be per-
formed and refreshments
srved.

Ths redtoration committee
is composd of Hultgren,
Green, Mrs. Gaorge B. Wels,
Mrs. Lorraine L. Hall, Mrs.
Mary Wdlman and Wilfred T.
Cay.

The tavern's gregtest claim
to fame wes a visit on St 3,
185 by the Marquis de Lafa-
yette. Lafayette sopped there
for about two hours for food
and drink.

Condruction of the tavem
was begun m 1A7 by Eli
Whedodk and Leonard Morey.
Whedock died hi what wes
sad to be a fal from the

Worcester*nnday Telegram

Ttl*«r>tn Photo by MICHAEL

' May 161976 83A

«. CASTAOMARO

A new roof will be installed andthe siding will b« removed as pari of the restoration of

the Rider Tavern.

twiflding, according to Hult-
gren. Morey finished con
druction in 1799

Issah and William Rider
bought the westem two-thirds
of the building in 1801 and the
rest in 1806 Theh - partner-
ship disolved in 1812 sad
Hultgren, and Isaiah contin-
ued to run it imtil Richard
Sonetook over in 1824,

Because o the changesin
partnership and owners, said
Hultgren, "the building can
be authenticated wonderful-
ly." He sad there is excdlent
documentation because of in-
ventoriss made showing what
was fai the tavem, cods of
congtruction and who Ingtalled-
whet.

Hultgren sad "the place
a0 had running water from
a dream, piped to the tavem
through hollowed-out logs.

The building is structuraly
sound, dthough it hes settled
in a few places” Hultgren
sad. It wes desgned by John
Haven and ocontains archi-
tectural features similar to
those found in the Towne
Houe a Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. .

Redoraion shoud Isgn
this summer. The society hes
begun deaning the place out
and gripping old wallpaper.

Mrs. Wdiman sad the

Ddety plans to ingtall a new
roof and remove the exterior
dding to reved the origina
dgpboards. New doors will
have to be ingadled dong
with wiring and hedting s/s
tems.

Mrs. Wdlman estimaies it
will cogt $80000 to $000 for
the structura work "that
doemt indude interior fur-
nishings."
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—ART —ENGINEERING —MusiIc — socio/cultural
COMMERCE —EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION —U r b an & conmun
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER ISPECIFY) pl anni ng
—INVENTION

Claims
firsts vss o "oldest'-' ves o *only' ' ves o



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:' Al xF A dLKMatflu, ISK OALL iom eg) (TvijrL

architee®, «.builder: « SAHAN and. Uj~runrd,,-"N
engineer: *.sNd A A
landscap(/garden designer: . . . !
. . (/g 9 artist/artisan: dwunc® Lio
interior decorator: _
builder/contractor: IL.S,
ETHNIC GROUP:
ANNN G- P-ersonal£/;X,/oct A urnrCclfn
(label role
&
appropriate date)
events
[B'Z'\ TWIAN NNANN N N\N\"N
institutional
DATES: DATE OF GONSTRUCTI ON (Specific date or 1/4 of centji~KA
DATE(S) G- "MBJAR ALTERATI ONS:
H STORI CALLY SI GNI FI CANT DATE( S)
SOURCE (G- NOM NATI QN ' PRVATE ) STATE LOCAL Q& MIN Q2. AL COUNfY , 1.1, « \i.
O'HER FEDERAL ACENCY: On
ACREAGE; (to nearest tenth of an acre) -Qf-VdL-
Turinp It;

COMMENTS: (include architectural information here)

S1GNIFIlCAN 'E':A(rﬁa(ﬁﬁhn(\t(ko s’éntences)



