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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rider Tavern i s on Stafford Street (Northside Turnpike) j u s t opposite the 
intersection with Northside Road. I t i s located on 2h acres of land which are 
surrounded by open f i e l d s and pastures of neighboring farms. 

The Rider Tavern (c.l797) measures 90 feet by 40 feet , and i s three stories 
xn hexght I t stands on a foundation of dry fieldstone construction, topped with 
granite slabs backed with brick on the ends. On the south (front) and west sides 
no foundatxon appears above grade, but the east end reveals a f u l l basement with 
a brxck exterior w a l l . 

The exterior walls of the building are clapboard with cornerboards, although as­
phalt siding applied in the 1950's now covers the original material. Only on the 
eastern third of the rear wall of the building are the clapboards exposed. Mater­
ials used in the construction of the Tavern are of local origin. The nails are 
said to be from the forge of Portus Hammond and the granite cut from a quarrv in 
South Charlton. ^ 

The main facade of the Rider Tavern has two entrances, each approximately 30 feet 
from either end of the building. The east door retains i t s o r i g i n a l features with 
I t s large keystone, heavy quoins, and projecting molded cornice. The western 
entrance was i d e n t i c a l to the eastern, but was remodeled i n 1939. I t s keystone 
and cornice remain, however. There are a t o t a l of 26 windows on the facade, 6 on 
the east elevation and 6 on the west. The f i r s t and second story windows on the 
east end of the facade have heavily keystoned l i n t e l s . These have been removed 
on much of the rest of the buil d i n g . Third-story windows are set close under the 
eaves. Sash l i g h t s vary on the f i r s t f l o o r , and are 12 over 12 on the second 
f l o o r , and 8 over 8 on the t h i r d . 

3 
The Rider Tavern has a hipKroof surfaced with asphalt shingles. Or i g i n a l l y the 
building had a roof which ^laaed one foot from the center to the eaves. The 
roof was covered with g r a v e l e d t a r , and on i t were placed beds and pots of 
flowers. Water was conveyed to the roof garden through a l i n e of logs which led 
to a spring i n the h i l l on the north side of the house. The massive members of 
the o r i g i n a l roof construction are s t i l l i n evidence beneath the present hip roof 
which was added around 1842. 

Three brick chimneys r i s e through the roof. The main chimney i n the eastern part 
of the building carries flues f o r seven fireplaces and measures 12 feet by 15 feet 
at I t s base. Two smaller chimneys pierce the western section of the roof. 

In the basement l e v e l i s the former kitchen, which contains a large fir e p l a c e , 10 
feet wide and 5 feet high, with stone l i n t e l , bake oven and cooking crane. In 
the back of the east chimney foundation i n the basement i s a vaulted warming room 
f i t t e d out with shelves next to the f l u e . From here food was brought to the dumto 

v a n ^ t L ^ H f^"""" " " ^ ^ l ""̂ "̂  ^^"^"^ " ^ ^ t chimney base i s also 
vaulted, but open at both ends and f i t t e d with doors f o r storage 

(continued) 
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The western two thi r d s of the Tavern was the public house, and the eastern t h i r d 
the business section and l i v i n g quarters for the innkeeper. The west door leads 
to the o r i g i n a l dining room and barroom, and from the main h a l l a stairway goes 
to the second f l o o r ballroom and upper chambers. Original s t e n c i l i n g has recently 
been uncovered i n the 20 by 60 foot ballroom. On the east side were the o f f i c e , 
receiving parlor, p r i n c i p a l upper chamber and two additional bed chambers, as wel l 
as l i v i n g quarters for the innkeeper. A l l of the rooms r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
woodwork and hardware, with the exception of two mantels which have been removed 
i n second f l o o r chambers. A few doorknobs were i n s t a l l e d on doors i n the east 
two rooms. 

The Rider Tavern has recently been acquired by the Charlton H i s t o r i c a l Society 
who with professional help are currently restoring the building for use as 
society headquarters, community center, and two apartments. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rider Tavern i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the major inns on the Stafford and Wor­
cester Turnpike and as the scene of a v i s i t by General Lafayette during his 1824-25 tour 
of the United States. I t i s also s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the unique a r c h i t e c t u r a l features 
which have been preserved i n what i s one of the best examples of i t s period i n Charlton 
and cer t a i n l y the most outstanding Federal inn i n the surrounding area. 

The Rider Tavern was begun'in 1797 by E l i Wheelock, but before completion was sold 
to two wealthy brothers William and Captain I s i a h (sic) Rider. The Tavern was located 
on the p r i n c i p a l stage l i n e , the Stafford and Worcester Turnpike, and was the only 
inn on t h i s section of the turnpike between Sturbridge and Worcester. The Rider Tavern 
was i n North Charlton, or Northside Vil l a g e , which contained among other important 
town buildings a post o f f i c e , a church, and school. In i t s s i t u a t i o n on an important 
stage l i n e , the Tavern was the center of h o s p i t a l i t y and a c t i v i t y i n North Charlton. 

One of the most-remembered events which occurred at the Rider Tavern was a v i s i t by 
the famous General Lafayette. Accompanied by an entourage of f i f t y horsemen, the 
Frenchman stopped at the inn where a gala celebration was held i n his honor. He was 
greeted by an old f r i e n d and loc a l resident, Mr. Dunbar. 

The Rider Tavern i s also s i g n i f i c a n t f o r a number of i t s interesting a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
features. The o r i g i n a l roof was f l a t and supported the only roof garden i n central 
and eastern Massachusetts outside of Boston. Although the roof garden i s no longer i n 
existence, i t s structure i s clearl y v i s i b l e i n the a t t i c . The ballroom on the second 
f l o o r of the west part of the building i s also of i n t e r e s t , and i t s handsome ste n c i l i n g 
i s now i n view. Dances and lyceums were held i n t h i s room even into the 195Q's. 

Today the Rider Tavern continues to serve as the focal point of the Northside Village, 
and i t i s the most impressive building of i t s period i n the r u r a l town of Charlton. 
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6^ S^ec^feta/y^ 

January 13, 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Inter ior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f ind three nomination forms fo r the following properties: 

1. Charlton, Rider Tavem 
2. Gloucester, Puritan House 
3. Stockbridge, Berkshire Playhouse 

These properties have been voted e l ig ib le for submission by the Massachu­
setts Historical Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Off icer , Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely yours, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW/nw 
Enclosures 
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EVEtilNB GSZHIE 
WORCESTER, MS-
D, 9ZJ43 ^ { Q l i v 

the ETistonc Rider^faVM^ resto­
ration prefect'are.-fincouraged 
that IS.OOO in , federal .'jfunas 4s 
ayaijable -Tor "the prbiedt. >. - v 

• , • -„',-.-.-tfliti,i*{« s - « : i " ' ; v i i - > i i > • 

FrMcis l^niiihafl,-! Plknnwg 
Board ̂ cTiaihnanT who 1 Was in-
stnurientaJ"*. in; applying ;f6^^ the 
grant, said tjiê , announcement ofi 
the allocation '̂  by Secre'tary -if 
State Paujj.Guzzi is a good step 
toward gdtttes-4?^ctual cash; . 

But, said Lennihan, the town 
must 'fUe V data*- sheet' on its. 
proposal -ly .'Jan." 3. Detailed 
plans for- the" project "must te 
submifted by, March 25. Approv­
al by the federal. Parks Service 
Departmenl:- is expected around 
June l;nien the work rnust be 
done -before-^the " JS.OOO"-reim­
bursement is received., ' 



^^•^ / Worcester^nnday Telegram ' May 16,1976 83A 

Rider TaveritEj^imJJnbumed TrekBack 
ey DAVID C. UTAKIS 
or tiM Telegram Staff 

CHARLTON — The Charl­
ton Historical Society, ambi­
tiously but unhurriedly, plans 
to restore the Rider Tavem to 
the way It 'was in 1825. 

The project will take five to 
10 years to complete, said 
William O. Hultgren, restora­
tion committee chfairman. He 
said the society "hopes we'll 
have enough support to follow 
through with our plans." 

The group recently acquired 
one third of the building as a 
gift from the heirs of Harold 
Culver. The other portion was 
obtained "through a generous 
agreement with Richard H. 
Green of Spencer," Hultgren 
said. \ 

The society has invited 80 
person^ to a special open 
bouse at 2 p.m. next Sunday 
in the 24-room tavem at Staf­
ford Street and Northside 
Road. A public open house 
will be held in June. 

Hultgren said the program 
will include talks by five 
society members on -that 
group's organization and ac­
tivities, the Rider Tavem his­
tory, tavem architecture, ihe 
tavern as a social center and 
an outline of the society's res­
toration plans. Chamber mu­
sic of the period will be per­
f o r m e d and refreshments 
served. 

Ths restoration committee 
is composed of Hultgren, 
Green, Mrs. George B. Wells, 
Mrs. Lorraine L. Hall, Mrs. 
Mary Wellman and Wilfred T. 
Casey. 

The tavern's greatest claim 
to fame was a visit on Sept. 3, 
1825, by the Marquis de Lafa­
yette. Lafayette stopped there 
for about two hours for food 
and drink. 

Construction of the tavem 
was begun m 1797 by Eli 
Wheelock and Leonard Morey. 
Wheelock died hi what was 
said to be a fall from the 

Tt l*«r>tn Photo by MICHAEL • . CASTAOMARO 

A new roof will be installed and the siding will b« removed as pari of the restoration of 
the Rider Tavern. ' 

twiflding, according to Hult­
gren. Morey finished con­
struction in 1799. 

Isaiah and William Rider 
bought the westem two-thirds 
of the building in 1801 and the 
rest in 1806. Theh- - partner­
ship dissolved in 1812. said 
Hultgren, and Isaiah contin­
ued to run it imtil Richard 
Stone took over in 1824. 

Because of the changes in 
partnership and owners, said 
Hultgren, "the building can 
be authenticated wonderful­
ly." He said there is excellent 
documentation because of in-
ventoriss made showing what 
was fai the tavem, costs of 
construction and who Installed-
what. 

Hultgren said "the place 
also had running water from 
a stream, piped to the tavem 
through hollowed-out logs. 

The building is structurally 
sound, although it has settled 
in a few places," Hultgren 
said. It was designed by John 
Haven and contains archi­
tectural features similar to 
those found in the Towne 
House at Old Sturbridge Vil­
lage. . 

Restoration should Isegin 
this summer. The society has 
begun cleaning the place out 
and stripping old wallpaper. 

Mrs. Wellman said the 

society plans to install a new 
roof and remove the exterior 
siding to reveal the original 
clapboards. New doors will 
have to be installed along 
with wiring and heating sys­
tems. 

Mrs. Wellman estimates it 
will cost $60,000 to $70,000 for 
the structural work "that 
doesn't include interior fur­
nishings." 
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s. To liia cc t di niy knowlcd^o and boii'rf, 
data in this preapplicatijn/applicstion are 
true and correct, the document has been 
duly authori:c-^ !;y the goye.iiiag bix^r ct 
tli« applicant tnd tha applicant will comply 
with t.'ia attached assuranccsi if tha t u i s t -
anca is spiiro-.-:^. 

b. If rKiuired by C.MS Cimiiar J "S liiis cpnlicit'on was si.'!;roit!cd. ^ u t v i ' t U in­
structions theiain, to apprcn „ : . c!e,.rinjho-:es and all iciF»n:.ta are a;icch«a: 

o f f i c e of State Planning 

No T e-

• 
• 
• 

attached 

• 

n 
a. TYPED N.U'lE f&O TITLE 

Elizabeth Reed Amadon, Exec. 
D i r . and S.H.P.O. 

SIGNATURE 

'1- / /P •VI- / - / / 

24 . AGENCY NAME 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
26 . ORGANIZATIOr^AL UNIT 

National Park Service 
27 . ADMINIST !VE OFFICE 

Grants Administrat ion Div 
29 . ADDRESS 

18th and C Streets NW, Washington, D.C. 20240 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

^ a. AV..".aa£0 

• b. REJtCTED 

• s. RETURNED FOB 

AUENOMEXT 

• d . DEFEIIRED 

• «. WmiDRAWN 

39. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - 5 5 ACTION 

32. FUNDING 

J. rtSCRAL 

b. APPllCWT 

c. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

a. OTHER 

TOTAL 

5.000 .00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

$ 15.822 .00 

33. ACTION 

CONTA': 
T ION 

Yecir 

19 77 
month day 

08 16 

c. DATE SlGfsED 
Year 

1577 
month dau 

07 01 
25. APPLICA­
TION 
RECEIVED 19 I I 

Year moni/i dav 

07 13 
2S. FEDETiAL .APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

30. FEDERAL GRANT 
i D | N T y a c A ^ i | : 

-00 
34. l'<*r MuKi/j d'\v 

f ^ < ^ \ , 77 08 16 
3S. >9 ADDITIONAL IMFORMA-

end telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 523-5472 

a. In takinj above action, any comrri«nta received from clearinjibou^t 
Slaved. II a(e.icy rasponsa is due un i t t pra-vlsiont Part 1, OMB Cii-
it has b^en or is being made. 

-̂•ra con-
,icr A-95, 

33 . 
ENDING 
DATi : 

37 . REMARKS ADDED 

Year month dan 

19 80 08 15 

[ 3 Yos q N o 

FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OfFICIAL 
(Name and telephone no.) 

same as #35 

424-101 
l l i l 1 o W T A - O I * ' 

- , n ' l l i I STANDARD FORM 4Z4 PAGE 1 (10-75J 
f \ ! .1 f > 1 j ' J - [Ptfiarititd bv GSA, Feierci MurMsrment CiretUar 7i-7 



SiKCTJON IV-REMARKS (Please reference the proper item number from Sections I, II or III, if applicable) 

Item 7 , 

Source of' non-federal match: a bequest by the heirs to the estate of the late 
Harold Culver 

STAND/%,vO FORM 424 PAGE 2 (10-75) 



(ViSL- NR Data Slieet 
3 

DATE: 4 f 
Reviewer INITIALS 

0?R^ l^^S. MAY i • 'lii/l3 

0 
AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER 

OTHER NM'DS 

^ LOCATION. 
STREETS, NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

STATE 

c CONGREbblUNAL DISTRICT 

code 

^ OWNER OF PROPERTY; (Circle) ^ -^JVA^T STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDVffiST 

SOUTHVffiST ROCKY MOUNTAIN ]fIES1 PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR .EXTERIOR ENVIRONS 
. ^ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 ^ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 i ^ S u b s t a n t i a l l v i n t a c t - 3 

_ un)<nown - 4 unknovm.-5 unknown -5 
- n o t appl icable - 7 _ not appl icable - 8 j j ^ ^ appl icable-9 

— I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t a c t - 0 

C O N D I T I O N - —EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ^ N A L T E R E D ^ R I G I N A L SITE 

/ f c o O D _RU1NS JOVLTERED _ M O V E D 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed _Unknr-wn 
—Unexcavatorl —Excavated 

ACCESS— 
/ Yes--):estricted Yes-unres t r ic ted No access Unknown 

historic district *> YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAINIDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; Saved ? YES NO 

FUNCTION (S): (use ^"bcabulary words) 

then-

now- j-jal/Str 

1/ S I G N I F I C A N C E : 'O • 

—AHCHEOLOUY PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^^ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

firsts YES 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A W / G o v ' t / p O l i t i c S -SCIENCE 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER ISPECIFY) 

entertainment 
hea l th 
recreation 

— s ettlement 
— . s o c i o / c u l t u r a l 
—urban & commun 

planning 

"oldest'-' YES NO **only'_' YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: ' ^ " 1 * ^ a!LK^^aitflU , IS*K OAtL i o m eg) (TvijrL 

archi tee^ ,« .bui lder : « ^ S ^ H ^ ^ a n d . U j ^ u ^ d , , - ^ , 

landscap(/garden designer: 

in ter ior decorator: 

2; 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

engineer: ^.s^d ^ . ^ ^ r 

artist/artisan: dwunĉ  Lio 

builder/contractor: IL.S, 

^ ^ ^ ^ S - P - e r s o n a l £ / ; X , / o c t ^ U ^ ^ C l f ^ 
( l a b e l role 

& 
appropriate date) 

events 
[B'Z'\ "'^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^"^ 

insti tutional 

D A T E S : 

SOURCE 

A C R E A G E ; 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of c e n t j i ^ K ^ 

DATE(S) OF "MS.JOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) 

(OF NOMINATION) ' PRIVATE ) STATE 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

(to nearest tenth of an acre) 

LOCAL GOV" MUNICI^.AL COUNgfY , 1 .1, • \i. 
on 
QjfvdL 

C O M M E N T S : (include a r c h i t e c t u r a l information here) 

Turin pi ICjt;; 

I C A N ' " ^ ' ' - - ^ - ^ ^ ^ S I G N I F I C A N C E : (maximum two sentences) 


