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ARCH TECTURYL. S OGN HCANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The King Philip is a nonumental, largely intact conplex of three granite and one
brick mill and nearly a dozen atixiliary structures generally dating between 1871
and 1892.  Picturesque initssite on the banks of Cook Pond or Laurel Lake, the
conplex is also inmpressive because of the size and linear placement of the granite
Mills #1 and 2. These are joined together by a picker house to form an unbroken
frontage of 740 feet, the largest span of any conplex inthe city. The King Philip
is located on a large tract, originally 37 acres, extending from the |ake to South
Main Road and comprising parts of the old Dodge Farmand Slade Mills land. Mill #1
of 1872, «constructed of granite quarried on the site, is four storiesinfront and
five at the rear and is a wide m Il of the "English" type, measuring 320° X 92",
The simple, towerless structureis typical of the post-Civil Vr period inits

use of rough granite blocks except at corners and as lintels, itsslightly pitched

roof, double bracketed cornice, 20/20 sash, and decorative iron fire escapes. |t
was built under the supervision of the treasurer, E C Kilburn, from plans drawn
( GONTI NUED)

HSTARCAL SANH CANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what caused it,
and how it affected coranunity; be specific).

The King Philip Mills, incorporated in 1871, was among the largest single textile
corporations in Fall River and was known for the quality of itsfine cotton cloth.
It was incorporated in 1871 and was one of 15 new textile conpanies formed during
an unprecedented two years of growth followingthe Civil Wr. As evidence of the

auspicious business climate, early histories record that the capital of $500,000 «
was raised by subscriptionwithin a fortnight with an extra $160,000 of fered. The
conpany was naned for the powerful Indian chief of the local Vénpanoag tribes. Two

of the principal organizers. Fall River industrialists C E Lindsey and Elijah G
Kilburn, were elected president and treasurer respectively. Crawford Lindsey had
begun work as a clerk in the American Print Works office and subsequently was

anmong the originatorsor board menbers of the Merchants Manufacturing G, Fall "
River Bleachery, and Conanicut Mills as well as the Pall River Savings Bank. H

also served as mayor of the city in 1878-9. Mill #1, with 37,440 spindles and A
776 |l ooms, was constructed i n 1871-2 and began production in 1873 at the beginning

of a period of economic depression and falling market prices. The goods were well-
received nonethel ess and gained an honorable reputation. The conpany manufactured

fine wide sheetings, fine cambric muslins and jaconets under the "King Philip"
trademark as wel | as "Laurel Lake Sheetings" and various other .kinds of brown

sheetings and umbrella goods. |n 1877 the conpany was producing 5,500,000 yards

of cloth, annually and enployed 425. By the early 1880's the King Philip had so
prospered that the stockholders voted to increase capital to $1,000,000 and erect

a new mill of 52,928 spindles and 1,006 loons. A third mill was added i n 1888 and

a fourth in 1892, At itspeak during the World Wr | era, the conpany (QGONTI NUED
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Continuation)

by Wh Fo Sherman andF. P. Sheldon (amajor Providence mill designer). Sherman was a
professional engineer andgraduate of MI.T. who was also aninspector forthe Boston
Manufacturers' Mitual Insurance Co. Use of engineers, rather than architects, to draw
plans was gaining preference because architects often considered the newfire regula-
tions tobe ahindrance t oartistic expression. Shernman also drew the plans for the
Granite Mills #2 of 1881. The masonry work was done by A T. Pierce of Dightonand
carpentry by L. T. Miller of Fall River. The spinning and weaving machinery was part
English-and part Anerican-made, with |ooms andshafting provided by Kilburn, Lincoln &
(0., thewell-known machi ne business headed by themill"'s treasurer, E C Kilburn.
The 550- horsepower Corliss Engine, manufactured by Wwh A Harris of Providence, was

furnished with lake water vi aa canal. The conpany also built atotal of 80 tenenents
during the 1870's. Mill #2, erected i n 1881-2, was also granite with the sane nunber
of stories andsimilar details. |t measures 386" X 92'. The 2-story detached office

is oneof the fewgranite offices remaining i nthecity andfeatures 6/6 sash, walls
of finished cut granite set i nrandom courses, anda double bracketed cornice. The
2-story, 100" X 288" Mill #3 of 1888 was huilt t o handl e expanded production needs,
particularly finishing andspecialty worko |t was constructed of brick with a slightly
pitched roof, arched wi ndows, andrear wall buttressing. The 2-story granite Mill #4
of 1892 neasures 127' X 405' andwas erected as a weave shed. This was the last major
building of the conplex andallowed fortheremoval of |oons from the earlier mills.
Auxiliary buildings which survive include the followinggranite structures: picker*
house #1 (1872), cloth room (1872), tool house (c,1878), picker house #2 (1881),

office (1881), engine house #4 (1892), engine house #2 (1892) andstorage house #3
(1898). Auxiliary buildings of brick include the boiler house (1881) and 150" mill
chimey (1881), Also onthe property are 1881 and 1886 wooden storehouses, a 1'

stucco cafeteriaand1930electrical switching building. All structures are generally
xntact except forthe weave shed, where the cornice hasbeen removed and w ndows
blocked in, andanunsightly 2-story ranp and |l oading shed i nthe center of the front
facade between thefirst two mlls, which breaks the inmpressive frontage.

l“' ! ! o o ' Ol y _l ! - [ ] - ;._

H STCRI CAL SI GNFI CANCE (Continuation)

had 133,900 spindles and 3,000 |oons. | n1929the plant was taken over by the
Berkshire Fine Spinning Associates, which operated | tuntil 1956. | t i s presently

used forlight industry.

The King Philip MIIs conlol ex isalargely intact textile mll corplex of nonunental
proportions - one of thelargest single corporations tobe organized in Fall River,;
It neets Criteria Aand Cof theNational Register of Historic Places. ,

Staple tolnventory form at bottorn
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