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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 
The King P h i l i p i s a monumental, largely i n t a c t complex of three granite and one 
bri c k m i l l and nearly a dozen a t i x i l i a r y structures generally dating between 1871 
and 1892. Picturesque i n i t s s i t e on the banks of Cook Pond or Laurel Lake, the 
complex i s also impressive because of the size and linear placement of the granite 
M i l l s #1 and 2. These are joined together by a picker house to form an unbroken 
frontage of 740 feet, the largest span of any complex i n the c i t y . The King P h i l i p 
i s located on a large t r a c t , o r i g i n a l l y 37 acres, extending from the lake to South 
Main Road and comprising parts of the old Dodge Farm and Slade M i l l s land. M i l l #1 
of 1872, constructed of granite quarried on the s i t e , i s four stories i n f r o n t and 
f i v e at the rear and i s a wide m i l l of the "English" type, measuring 320' X 92", 
The simple, towerless structure i s t y p i c a l of the p o s t - C i v i l War period i n i t s 
use of rough granite blocks except at corners and as l i n t e l s , i t s s l i g h t l y pitched 
roof, double bracketed cornice, 20/20 sash, and decorative i r o n f i r e escapes. I t 
was b u i l t under the supervision of the treasurer, E. C. Kilburn, from plans drawn 

(CONTINUED) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected coramunity; be specific). 

The King P h i l i p M i l l s , incorporated i n 1871, was among the largest single t e x t i l e 
corporations i n F a l l River and was known f o r the q u a l i t y of i t s f i n e cotton c l o t h . 
I t was incorporated i n 1871 and was one of 15 new t e x t i l e companies formed during 
an unprecedented two years of growth following the C i v i l War. As evidence of the 
auspicious business climate, early h i s t o r i e s record that the c a p i t a l of $500,000 « 
was raised by subscription w i t h i n a f o r t n i g h t w i t h an extra $160,000 offered. The 
company was named f o r the powerful Indian chief of the l o c a l Wampanoag t r i b e s . Two 
of the p r i n c i p a l organizers. F a l l River i n d u s t r i a l i s t s C. E. Lindsey and E l i j a h C. 
Kilburn, were elected president and treasurer respectively. Crawford Lindsey had 
begun work as a clerk i n the American P r i n t Works o f f i c e and subsequently was 
among the originators or board members of the Merchants Manufacturing Co., F a l l " 
River Bleachery, and Conanicut M i l l s as w e l l as the P a l l River Savings Bank. He 
also served as mayor of the c i t y i n 1878-9. M i l l #1, with 37,440 spindles and ^ 
776 looms, was constructed i n 1871-2 and began production i n 1873 at the beginning 
of a period of economic depression and f a l l i n g market prices. The goods were w e l l -
received nonetheless and gained an honorable reputation. The company manufactured 
f i n e wide sheetings, f i n e cambric muslins and jaconets under the "King P h i l i p " 
trademark as w e l l as "Laurel Lake Sheetings" and various other .kinds of brown . 
sheetings and umbrella goods. I n 1877 the company was producing 5,500,000 yards 
of cloth, annually and employed 425. By the early 1880's the King P h i l i p had so 
prospered that the stockholders voted to increase c a p i t a l to $1,000,000 and erect 
a new m i l l of 52,928 spindles and 1,006 looms. A t h i r d m i l l was added i n 1888 and 
a f o u r t h i n 1892. At i t s peak during the World War I era, the company (CONTINUED) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) ' ' 

by Wm. Fo Sherman and F. P. Sheldon (a major Providence m i l l designer). Sherman was a 
professional engineer and graduate of M.I.T. who was also an inspector f o r the Boston 
Manufacturers' Mutual Insurance Co. Use of engineers, rather than architects, to draw 
plans was gaining preference because architects often considered the new f i r e regula­
tions to be a hindrance to a r t i s t i c expression. Sherman also drew the plans f o r the 
Granite M i l l s #2 of 1881. The masonry work was done by A. T. Pierce of Dighton and 
carpentry by L. T. M i l l e r of F a l l River. The spinning and weaving machinery was part 
English-and part American-made, with looms and shafting provided by Kilburn, Lincoln & 
Co., the well-known machine business headed by the m i l l ' s treasurer, E. C. Kilburn. 
The 550-horsepower Corliss Engine, manufactured by Wm. A. Harris of Providence, was • 
furnished with lake water v i a a canal. The company also b u i l t a t o t a l of 80 tenements 
during the 1870's. M i l l #2, erected i n 1881-2, was also granite with the same number 
of stories and si m i l a r d e t a i l s . I t measures 386' X 92'. The 2-story detached o f f i c e 
i s one of the few granite o f f i c e s remaining i n the c i t y and features 6/6 sash, walls > 
of finished cut granite set i n random courses, and a double bracketed cornice. The 
2-story, 100' X 288' M i l l #3 of 1888 was b u i l t to handle expanded production needs, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n i s h i n g and specialty worko I t was constructed of br i c k with a s l i g h t l y 
pitched roof, arched windows, and rear wall buttressing. The 2-story granite M i l l #4 
of 1892 measures 127' X 405' and was erected as a weave shed. This was the last major 
build i n g of the complex and allowed f o r the removal of looms from the e a r l i e r m i l l s . 
A u x i l i a r y buildings which survive include the following granite structures: picker* 
house #1 (1872), c l o t h room (1872), t o o l house (c„1878), picker house #2 (1881), 
o f f i c e (1881), engine house #4 (1892), engine house #2 (1892) and storage house #3 
(1898). A u x i l i a r y buildings of brick include the b o i l e r house (1881) and 150' m i l l 
chimney (1881), Also on the property are 1881 and 1886 wooden storehouses, a 1' 
stucco cafeteria and 1930 e l e c t r i c a l switching b u i l d i n g . A l l structures are generally 
xntact except f o r the weave shed, where the cornice has been removed and windows 
blocked i n , and an unsightly 2-story ramp and loading shed i n the center of the fr o n t 
facade between the f i r s t two m i l l s , which breaks the impressive frontage. 

'••' ' ' • • ' •' y ..' ' .- • - ;.- : 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) * ' '* ' / 

had 133,900 spindles and 3,000 looms. In 1929 the plant was taken over by the ' 
Berkshire Fine Spinning Associates, which operated i t u n t i l 1956. I t i s presently 
used f o r l i g h t industry. 

The King Philip Mills conplex is a largely intact textile mill corplex of monunental 
proportions - one of the largest single corporations to be organized i n Fall River; 
i t meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. , 
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