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WALTHAM, MA MRA 
Walthara 

Address 107 Adams Street 

Historic Name Charles Baker House 

Use Present lodging house 

Original ^̂ "̂ ^ 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1880 

Source 

Style 

A t l a s e s 

Stick Stvle 

A r c h i t e c t unknms'n 

E x t e r i o r W a l l F a b r i c  

O u t b u i l d i n g s norre 

clanboard 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

none 

Condition good 

Moved no - Date n/a' 

Acreage 9,882 so. f t . f.fi-ZQ-'^ 

S e t t i n g Prominently s i t e d on large 

corner l o t , set back from the street 

(too much i n f i l l and intrusion to be con-
_S C •*- -V- /~ -t-

UTM REFERENCE /9 A/SVLnh/.9Z 7f^ 

USGS QUADRANGLE A/EW/jr^Al 

SCALE / . ' z -^ /yy) 

Recorded by _ 

O r g a n i z a t i o n 

]3ate June , 1986 

Edward W. Gordon 

Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

revised C. Jenkins 2/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
« 

The Charles Baker House i s the c i t y ' s best example of the St ick Style and i s a very rare 
extant of a boarding house b u i l t f o r Waltham Watch Company employees. The deed r e s t r i c ­
t ions imposed by the company and c i ted below r e f l e c t t he i r desire to contain i n d u s t r i a l 
funct ions and t he i r extreme anglophobia. This wel l preserved house possesses i n t e g r i t y of 
locat ion,- design, s e t t i ng , materials , workmanship, f ee l ing and associations, and meets 
c r i t e r i a 4 ^ C of the National Register of His tor ic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE D e s c r i b e i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
e v a l u a t e i n te rms o f o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the communi ty . 

#107 Adams S t . i s a w e l l - p r e s e r v e d c .1880 l o d g i n g house which e x h i b i t s 
features t y p i c a l of the Stick S ty le . . T h i s house possesses the 
t y p e o f i r r e g u l a r p l a n t y p i c a l o f Queen Anne houses . I t s main (Adams S t . ) 
f a c a d e f e a t u r e s a b r o a d , 2 -bay , e n d - w a l l gab le w i t h s i d e - e n t r a n c e p o r c h 
( c h a m f e r e d p o s t s , s p o o l - w o r k t r a n s o m , pedimented r o o f ) . To the l e f t o f the 
e n t r a n c e i s a n a r r o w d o u b l e - w i n d o w w i t h b r a c k e t e d shed r o o f and a 1 - s t o r y 
o c t a g o n a l bay . I n g e n e r a l t he windows o f the upper f l o o r s are f u l l y enf ramed 
w i t h t abs benea th the s i l l s and c o r n i c e headed l i n t e l s . The Cher ry S t r e e t 
f a c a d e f e a t u r e s a p r o j e c t i n g c e n t e r p a v i l i o n which i s f l a n k e d by porches w i t h 
chamfe red p o s t s , w i d e l y spaced s l a t - w o r k r a i l i n g s and s p o o l - w o r k t r a n s o m s . A 
secondary e n t r a n c e i s l o c a t e d on t h e p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n ' s eas t w a l l . T h i s 
h o u s e ' s ends are accen t ed by c o r n e r b o a r d s and s i d e b o a r d s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n t he r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how t h e b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development o f the communi ty . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Lenore W a l k e r , t he p r e s e n t owner , 107 Adams S t r e e t was b u i l t 
as a l o d g i n g house f o r Amer ican Waltham Watch Co. w o r k e r s . I t i s one o f the 
v e r y few Watch F a c t o r y r e l a t e d b o a r d i n g houses s t i l l e x t a n t , and the o n l y one 

jswhich has r e t a i n e d i n t e g r i t y o f f o r m , m a t e r i a l s , e l emen t s e t c . - 107 Adams S t . ' s 
l o t was s o l d by t h e Waltham Watch Co. t o Cha r l e s Baker on A p r i l 2 8 t h , 1868 f o r 

/ $641 .40 [ M i d d l e s e x County Deed 1 0 3 8 : 5 3 ] . T h i s deed s t i p u l a t e d t h a t "No b u i l d i n g 
can be b u i l t and used f o r t r a d e by : " b u t c h e r , c u r r i e r , t a n n e r , v a r n i s h makers , 
i n k maker , t a l l o w c h a n d l e r , soap b o i l e r , b r ewer , d i s t i l l e r , sugar b a k e r , or 
c h o c o l a t e b u r n e r , nor l a b o r a t o r y ; nor f o r any nauseous or o f f e n s i v e t r a d e 
w h a t s o e v e r . " A d d i t i o n a l r e s t r i c t i o n s p r o h i b i t e d presence o f "steam e n g i n e s , 
i r o n f o u n d r i e s , c o p p e r s m i t h s w o r k s , l i v e r y s t a b l e s o r c h u r c h or m e e t i n g houses" 
on t h i s l o t . I n a d d i t i o n , t he b u i l d i n g c o u l d be no more uhan 15 ' f r o m the 
s t r e e t . The Watch Company was no t bound t o " e r e c t o r m a i n t a i n a f e n c e between 
t h e i r - l a n d and t h i s l o t . " T h i s deed a l s o s t a t e s t h a t " For t w e n t y yea r s t h e 
proper ty h e l d by anyone no t a n a t i v e - b o r n c i t i z e n o f the U n i t e a 

. S t a t e s ' " . I t a l s o s t i p u l a t e d t h a t t h i s l o t c o u l d n o t be used as a c e m e t e r y . 
^ T h i s house ' s f i r s t owner was C h a r l e s Bake r . He i s l i s t e d i n l a t e 19 th c . 

Waltham d i r e c t o r i e s as w o r k i n g a t the American Waltham Watch Co. (no s p e c i f i c 
j o b l i s t i n g ) . He l i v e d i n t h i s house u n t i l a t l e a s t c . 1912. The 1874 a t l a s e s 
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Architectural Sij^nificance, 107 Adams Street, continued 

particularly noteworthy are the barge board treatments of this house's bracing, 
This house in enclosed by a steeply pitched gable roof. 

Historical Significance, continued 

indicate that Charles Baker was the owner of this land, but the house on this 
lo t was a different configuration than the present house. The present house's 
configuration appears on the 1886 map. This building continues to be operated 
as a lodging house. 
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sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









WALTHAM, MA MRA 

Charles Baker House #'̂ 0̂ 
107 Adams Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. 
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