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NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The Hooper House, 306 Hortonville Road, retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and is significant on the local level. 
The house meets Criterion A as a representation of Swansea's late 18th-century 
settlaTient pattem and Criterion C as an intact gambrel cape in the Federal style. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

This 1^5-story gambrel cape is a good example of typical late 18th-century farmhouse 
construction in Swansea. The original center chimney was replaced at an unknown date. 
The symmetrical five-bay facade features a recessed center entry with sidelights contained 
in a surround of pilasters carrying a plain entablature. Windows contain later 
5/6 sash, and a secondary recessed entry on the east (street) elevation may also be a 
later modification. 

Outbuildings include a frame, gabled, two-car garage (ca. 1920), a frame l^-storv bam with 
attached s i l o - l i k e projection (ca. 1890), and a stone well structure on the south lawn (ca. 1 
A l l buildings and structures are located close to Hortonville Road, near the intersection 
of Wood Avenue. The extent of the property being noninated is approximately two acres 
of partially planted area defined by a picket fence to the south, mature trees to the 
west, and the roads to the east and north. The balance of the acreage is primarily woodlot. 

HISTDRICAL SIG?aFICANCE Exolain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnwnity. 

Known as the Hooper House during much of i t s history, 305 Hortonville Road is one of the 
dispersed farmsteads that dotted the Swansea landscape in the late 18th century. The 
house is situated on the primary north-south road connecting period settlement at 
Gardner's Neck on Mt. Hope Bay to Hortonville and on to the town of Rehoboth. 

The use of the property in the late 19th and early 20th centuries reflects a common 
pattem in Swansea, whereby many of the town's older working farms were given over to 
use as "gentleman's farms" and summer or weekend residences. The owner of this house 
after World War I lived in Providence, v i s i t i n g Swansea on the weekends. This decrease 
in the number of Swansea's working farms has contributed to the town's primarily 
residential character. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

ca. 1849 map of Swansea, 1871 and 1895 atlases of Bristol County 
Mrs. Helen Pierce, Swansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. 
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DISCIPLINE^^^^^^  
DATE A3AACP/90 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CI-ASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

_architectural c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
_materials 
descriptive t e x t 

of significance—Check and j u s t i f y below / -̂ 2̂ <̂ $bc>-. 

JJGNXFI^ANCE 

Period J Are^s of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below' 

Specific dates Builder/Architect y^A:3^(:3zy^::^t<y€^ 
Statement of Significance (in one 'g^r^qr^'gh)yy7LX^^'h^-i^<j(3/3 C7Ai3-^~y^ 

summary paragraph X'^^J^^ ^^^.^3^ ^yOe^.^^ yrr^^^^. 
.completeness ^ ^ ^ T ^ S ^ ^ . ^ - ^ ^ : ^ ^ 

= ^ ^ ^ l i ^ L l e c r i t e r i a ^ ^ ^ ^ S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
^ j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked .^^^^^^^'^^^Vi^^i-^/^.pz^S^'^x^ 

>Crelating significance £o the resource ^-'•'^^''^'^^^'^^'^^^h'^!'^^^^ 

— r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o s i g n i f i c a n c e ^ ^ ; ^ ^ f : ^ ^ ^ ' ' ^ ; " - ^ ^ _ _ 

- ^ ' : A 3 3 1 'I^A33^3A3^A:^ ^ 
^^Ur^-^^-^ ^ yC^y^^r^l^Al^t'/Cy>y3^'^rJ^ ^ Oo_^ ly^ 

[3y3a^->A- /S3A~(Ac^.i&-e.c7uU. Oy?^^ry.U^^ 

'L _y^3^^j&^^^^^^ ^^^T^yKyfy^ a^A . /AbA^.-c^a^^^^AA^ ^7^^^^^^, 
BIBLIOGRAPHY ^iAAA^^AAAA3AA5A^3S^4^^ /; 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description A^At-j^kiy. 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n A-^^^<Aty2^ C^^-<^x^ 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION C 3/'^(3 • 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be direct e d t o 

Phone | ^ ^ \ ^ 3 - fSyO 

Date 



-3R^ K: 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOr.STON STREET 
BOSTOK, MA 02116 

JAN 0 2 1990 42 

I own 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
S;>7vVSEA 

Address 305 Hortonville Road 

Historic Kame Hoooer House 

Photo (3'x3" or 3"x5", black and 
' • white) Indicate address of 
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Sketch Map: Draw Kap showing property's location  
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Irrdicate north 

(see attached map) 

UTM REFERENCE 19 317350 4525080 

USSS QUADRANGLE Somerset, MA 1985 

SCALE :25000 

Use: Present residential 

Original residential/farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1790 

Source previous owner, visual analysis 

Style Federal 

Architect untaiown 

Exterior Ual1 Fabric rlaoboard 

Outbuildings garaae (ca. 1920), well 

.,(all outbuildings .contribi 
Major Alterations (witn oa 

window sash, chimney (mid to l3te 19th cent 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date 

foreaoe aooroximatelv two acres 

Setting Rural, resident i a l setting; 

well-traveled primary route through 

town 

Recorded by K. Flynn, K. Valente/K.Broome: 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date April 1985/November 1989 
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* 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The Hooper House, 305 Hortonville Road, retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, worl-gnanship, feeling, and association and is significant on the local level. 
The house meets C r i t e r i o n A as an example of early b^fentleth century adaptive reuse of 
fanns"tead into a "gentleman's farm" and Criterion C as an i n t a c t gambrel cape i n the 
Federal s t y l e . 

a 

ARCHITECTJRAL SI&NIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terns of 
other buildings within the community. 

This 1^-story gambrel cape is a good example of typical late 13th-century farmhouse 
construction in Sw"ansea. The original center chimney was replaced at an unknown date. 
The syirmatrical five-bay facade features a recessed center entry with sidelights contained 
in a surround of pilasters carrying a plain entablature. Windows contain later 
6/5 sash, and a secondary recessed entry on the east (street) elevation may also be a 
later .nodification. 

Outbuildings include a frame, gabled, two-car garage (ca. 1920), a frame l^-story bam with 
attached s i l o - l i k a projection (ca. 1890), and a stone well structure on the south lam (ca. 1: 
A l l buildings and structures are located close to Hortonville Road, near the intersection 
of AOod Avenue. The extant of the property being nominated is approximately two acres 
of par t i a l l y planted area defined by a picket fence to the south, mature trees to the 
west, and the roads to tha east and north. The balance of the acreage is primarily woodlot. 

HISTORICAL SISUFICANCE Exolain the role owners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Known as the Hooper House during much of i t s history, 305 Hortonville Road is one of the 
dispersed farmsteads that dottad the Swansea landscape in the late 18th century. Tne 
house is situated on the primary north-south road connecting period settlement at 
Gardner's Neck on Mt. Hope Bay to Hortonville and on to the town of Rehoboth. 

The use of the property in the lata 19th and early 20th centuries reflects a common 
pattem i n Swansea, whereby many of the town's older working farms were given over to 
use as "gentleman's farms" and summer or weekend residences. The owner of this house 
after World War I lived in Providence, v i s i t i n g Swansea on the weekends. This decrease 
in the number of Swansea's working farms has contributed to the town's primarily 
residential character. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERÊ ĈZS 

ca. 1349 map cf Swansea, 1371 and 1895 atlases of Bristol County 
Mrs. Helen Pierce, Swansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. 
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