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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad consists of 64 mile
of three-foot gauge railroad track situated along the Colorado:
New Mexico border between Antonito, Colorado and Chama, New
Mexico. In addition, there are nine coal-burning steam ¥
locomotives, one hundred thirty cars of all types including
maintenance equipment; a typical railroad yard at Chama, New
Mexico, and the various sidings, water tanks, and related
lineside structures associated with operation of a steam-
powered railroad. “\

The condition of the rails and roadbed is generally good,
as is the condition of the two operating and three repairable
locomotives. Most of the rolling stock is in fair-to-poor

At Antonito, the eastern terminus, there is a small frame
depot, built in 1971. This was designed to conform with the
architecture of the other structures along the line, which is
typical of western railroad design of the 1880's. Condition
of the Antonito depot is excellent. A wye, a passing siding,
and a nevw handcar shed complete the inventory at Antonito.

At Lava, there is a telephone shed and a water tank. The
shed is in poor condition, and the tank, which was burned in
1971, is being rebuilt and restored. there is also a turning
loop at Lava.

At Bighorn, there is a passing siding, a wye, and a tele-
phone shed. The shed is in fair condition.

At Sublette, there are two frame section houses, a handcaj

standpipe. The buildings range in condition from fair to good.

At Toltec, there is a passing siding and a telephone shed,
which is in fair condition.

At Osier, there is a frame section house, a handcar shed,
a water tank, a passing siding, and some stock loading pens.
The structures range in condition from poor to good.

At Los Pinos, there is a passing siding, and a water tank
which is in good condition.

At Cumbres, there is a frame section house, a handcar sheq
a buried water tank with a tarckside standpipe, two passing
‘sidings, and a wye which is covered by wooden snowsheds. The
snowWwsheds and the section house are in very poor condition.

(continued)

condition, and the lineside structures are deteriorating badly)}
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Description
At Coxo there is a telephone shed in fair condition.

At Cresco there is a water tank, a telephone shed and a passing
siding. The structures are in poor condition.

At Lobato there is a passing siding and some stock loading pens
which are in poor condition.

At Chama, the western terminus, there is a yard facility with 16,961
feet of sidings, a water tank, a coaling tower, a sand house, an ash
pit, stock loading pens, a wye, a frame depot and sundry related
structures. Condition of the structures ranges from poor to good.

The physical appearance of the railroad is much the same today as
it was in 1880, when the line was built, except for the size of the
lTocomotives and the weight of the rail. The overall scene in the
remote areas has not drastically changed in over 80 years.




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian| [J 16th Century [] 18th Century (] 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century 19th Century

‘SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [l Education (1 Political EL;U\'QLWA" Pldﬂﬁirf\ﬂjm .

1 Prehistoric Engineering 3 Religion/Phi- /-@Vn%heﬁ)‘!s,%'ny) e

Mistoric [ Industry losophy f\\\_ /)[1’)3’”3;? G ) e
[ Agriculture [3 Invention ] Science % ‘ #q‘/ . I “
3 Architecture [1 Lendscaope ] Sculpture P v /.92% ) -
O A Architecture (] Social/Human- N /\‘IA LA i
Commerce ] Literature itarion \.\\“_, R £ e .'é“’ W0 \ Ji
[[] Communicotions ] Military (] Theater e . VIR - i"\/}’
[} Conservation [} Music [X Transportation V\”\iLE e y o

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE —

The railroad was certainly one of the major factors in the
western expansion and economic development of the United
States. Throggh the effects of the silver panic of 1893,
the depression of the 1930's, and the rising dependence on
highway travel and the airline industry, the role of the rail
road in transporting Americans and their goods has been pushe
back to relative obscurity. Ineffective management and high
labor costs have also taken their toll, with the result that
the image of the railroad in America is a poor one indeed.

X Perhaps the saddest part of all is the almost complete
disappearance of the historical heritage of the railroad.
In the rush toward more modern equipment and bigger, faster
trains, the older equipment which had so much nostalgic appeal
has been scrapped as fast as it could be replaced, with 1littl
thought toward preservation for future generations.

It is a pleasant surprise indeed, then, to find a railroad
that is in all ways unchanged from the way it was in 1925.
The Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad is just that. Although
the tkapot locomotives and thirty-pound rail of the 1880's
are gone, little else has changed on this remarkable railroad
The historical integrity is so well preserved that the only
operating coaling tower in the United States is used to coal
the engines daily during the operating season.TThere are
other tourist railroads, but few can approach the authentic
adgfrance to a period of half a century ago that the C&TS has

The Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad is a remnant of
one of the most important parts of the Denver and Rio Grande
Western Railroad, historically speaking. Due to the rugged
terrain and the low density of population, northern New Mexicq
and southwestern Colorado remained one of the most seldom-
seen parts of our land. For probably half a century, the
railroad was the only means of transportation over long
distances, the only source of consumer goods, and the only
source of news frQqm "the world outside"that the inhabitants
of this region haES\The railroad brought the people in to
settle this lonely land, and the railroad took to market the
incredible riches the people found here. Gold, silver, lead,
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II. Alternative Study: Denver & Rio Grande Western Narrow
Gauge (US Dept of Interior,«National Park Service,
Western Service Center) '

. . (Terrence W. Ross- Colorado and New

. Mexico Society for the Preservation of the Narrow Gauge)
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8.

Significance

Lumber, wheat, beans, cattle, sheep and numerous other goods moved
by trainload over this busy 1ittle railroad.

The tourist of today can easily comprehend the incredible difficulties
of locating and building mountain railroads in the 1880s. The rugged
mountains, the high passes and the deep canyons presented formidable
obstacles to the surveyors and the fact that the line was indeed

laid out and constructed by men using black powder, mules and dump
carts is a shining example of the spirit of courage, farsightedness
and preserverance with which our pioneer forebearers were endowed.
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Accessible to the public: Open for regularly scheduled public excursions.
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Owned jointly by the states of New Mexico and Colorado. Separate ap-
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10. Geographical Data
See attached map: Route of the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad - 1972
Latitude and longitude definition pending

0.A.H.P. clarification
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