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1. Name
historic

Warrior Hotel

and or common

2. Location
street & number

Sixth and Nebraska Streets

city, town

Sioux City

state

Iowa

not for publication
vicinity of

code

019

county

code

Woodbury

193

3. Classification
Category
district
xx building(s)
structure
site
object

Ownership
public
xx private
both
Public Acquisition
in process
„ . being considered
N/A

Status
occupied
xx unoccupied
work in progress
Accessible
yes: restricted
_ yes: unrestricted
xx no

Present Use
agriculture
xx commercial
educational
__ entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
name

Weinberg Investments, Inc

street & number

Badgerow Building, 622 4th Street

city, town

Sioux City

vicinity of

state

Iowa 51101

state

Iowa 51101

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

County Clerk's Office

street & number

Woodbury County Courthouse

city, town

Sioux City

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title N /A
date

has this property been determined eligible?
federal

state

depository for survey records

city, town

state

yes

county

no

local

7. Description
Condition
excellent
xx good
fair

deteriorated
ruins

Check one
xx unaltered
altered

Check one
xx original site
moved
date

unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Warrior Hotel is a ten story commercial structure built in 1930 originally
designed as a hotel with first floor commercial space. The building is square
in plan and rises on a reinforced concrete structural frame to its full height
on the east and west sides. Infill is of tile block. The north and south
walls step back above a tall second floor and again above a third to resume a
direct ascent to the top of the building. The third floor separates into two
blocks, each one quarter of the building's length. These flank the formal
entrance centered on the south facade. This effect is repeated once on the
northeast corner. The building evokes a ziggarat-1ike massing and its
suggestion of Art Deco detail place it within an Art Deco classification.
Two primary facades exist. These are the south and east sides which present
an expanse of tan to brown brick with spandrels inset and the whole
accentuated with parapets, string courses, and selected window surrounds of an
off-white to tan terra cotta. This material also sheaths the entire first
floor above a dripcourse of dark green granite. Here the terra cotta is
simple modeled and smooth faced but becomes richly decorative in stylized
floral, geometric and bird themes on higher features. Of particular note are
six recessed plaques above the second floor central windows, with flowers,
urns, birds and vertical mouldings. These are flanked by wide projecting
modi 11 ions which rise to form pyramidal crenellations at the roof line.
Special, too, are three roiel balconies on the ninth floor. Windows here and
on the floor above are in terra cotta surrounds overlain with a long
decorative lintel. The remaining facades are flat, unadorned and of the same
brown brick.
Window and door treatment is typical for a hotel of the period. First floor
fensetration is commercial, with large expanses of plate and centered formal
entrances. Immediately above are large four over three double hung sashes
with elaborate surrounds on the primary facades. The remaining floors have
simple two pane sashes in wood on the south and east, and metal on the north
and west.
When first constructed, the Warrior had 182 rooms, 18 apartments, and a main
lobby on the second floor along with several dining and function rooms. The
first floor was devoted to 11 commercial spaces. A main entry and stair were
constructed of marble with bronze railings using an Indian head motif. In the
lobby and foyers were low marble wainscoting and marble columns at either
end. Plaster work which adorned the capitols, freize, and a coffered ceiling
was eclectically classical; archaeological in some places and stylized in
others.
The original rooms were refurbished between 1958 and 1963 as part of the
Sheraton chain's conversion of the property into a "motor hotel." This
project included the construction of a one story rear entry accomodating
approach by automobile. On the exterior, minor alterations to the first floor
were made and a one storey rear section removed. The latter was replaced by a
car port of some scale. More profound were interior changes to the foyer,
lobby, dining and commercial areas, though most of the major lobby features
rema i n.

8. Significance
Peri od
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899

*

Specific dates

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
community planning
..._... landscape architecture _
___ archeology-prehistoric
_ _ law
_ _ ..
_ archeology-historic
conservation
agriculture
_ _ _ economics
„ literature
._. military
xx_ architecture
education
engineering
__ music
._._ art
__
_ commerce
.._..— exploration/settlement _ philosophy
politics/government
industry
communications
invention

1929-30

Builder/Architect

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Alonzo H. Gentry, Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Warrior Hotel is significant in the areas of architecture and commerce.
Constructed on the eve of the Great Depression, it was the first and last of
Sioux City hotels of the mid-20th Century, and, as the city's finest hotel for
over forty years, a local landmark. The Warrior was also the last major
investment of Sioux City's leading businessmen before the Depression squelched
development there. Finally, the building is the local example of an early Art
Deco variation and Sioux City's first departure from a local Chicago
commercial school design tradition.
Sioux City in the 1920s was a commercially mature community. Its population,
supported by a variety of manufacturing enterprises and a major stockyards and
meat packing industry, leveled off in growth early in the decade. Within this
economy, demand for hotel rooms appears to have been steady but older hotels
were in decline, and the businessmen of Sioux City recognized a need for
competition with the Hotel Martin, by then the leading hostelry. In a
consortium effort, the foremost among them financed what they believed would
be a powerful rival for the Martin's operator E. C. Epply, owner of a
nationwide hotel enterprise. Billed by the newspapers as a "community hotel,"
its construction was announced in the fall of 1929. Unexplicably, or possibly
because of a shrewd, silent maneuver of Epply's, the consortium leased the
property to the Blackstone Hotel Corporation which Epply himself owned. The
investors found themselves bound to their competition and this had a profound
effect on the business.
Plans were prepared by Alonzo Gentry, (designer of the Harry Truman Library,
Independence Mo., and the Kansas City Municipal Auditorium) a Kansas City
architect for several midwestern projects of similar scale who had worked for
Epply before. Gentry's design was consciously modern, making the point that
Sioux City was maintaining an aggressively commercial attitude. The
building's pronounced setbacks, cautiously Art Deco reliefs and allusion to
spandrel construction, prompted the designation "skyscraper" by the local
press. Though hardly that, the plain narrow tower was in decided contrast
with its predominantly Chicago commercial-style neighbors. The interior
possessed sufficient paint and plaster sumptuousness to establish its
reputation as the city's most elaborate hotle and take its place as a local
landmark. A citywide solicitation of names for the building produced "The
Warrior," a name alluding to Sioux City's early history. In December of 1930
construction was completed.
Unfortunately, modern design could not overcome Depression economics and the
investors floundered. Epply was of little help. Having bought into his own
cmpetition he continued to favor the Martin and, though he purchased the
Warrior in 19^1, never transferred that loyalty. Thus, the "community hotel"
lost money for the bankers, businessmen, nwespaper owner, and contractors whos
alliance built it. Appraisals of the business in 1938 blamed hard times and

9. Major Bibliographical References
Refer to Continuation Sheet 9-2

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

less than one acre

Sioux City South lA-Nebr-S.Dak.

Quadrangle scale __L/24,Ogo_
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Verbal boundary description and justification

All of lots 9, 10, and 11, Block 3, Sioux City East Addition, Sioux City, Woodbury
County.
Includes only subject building.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state

N/A

state

code

county

code

code

county

code

11. Form Prepared By
Text by Paul M. Putz, Private Consultant
Form by James E. Jacobsen, National Register Coordinator_______
, Office of Historic Preservation
organization Iowa State Historical Department
date
30 April 1985
name/title

street & number

E. 12th & Grand Ave.

telephone 515-281-4137

city or town

Des Moines

state

Iowa 50319

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
__ national

__ state

xxx local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature___________

Deputy State Historic Sreservation Officer
For NFS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
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lack of aggressive management for the Warrior's languid commercial
performance. It continued to be important, however, as one of the city's two
major hotels and as the location of local businesses. Not until the early
1960s when Sheraton (Sheraton merged with Epply in 1956) converted it to a
"motor hotel" would the Warrior achieve dominance, but that was too late for
the aging property. It passed through a few owners and finally closed in
1972.
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