
FQILM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

B 66 

Reading 

309 Haven S t E e e ± -

Nara 

ginal Dwelling 

sent Dwelling 

p:Ep Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

gina l o\<mer L u t h e r E l l i o t t 

ION: 

1850 

Source Assessors valuation l i s t 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Exter ior wal l f a b r i c Clapboards 

Outbuildings lf\JffY\C' 

Major a l te ra t ions (with dates) ^ wings 

show on 1854 map. 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 12, 730s . f . 

Kecoraea py rtj.^.;njLi:-cv:rcu.Lax 
P r e s e r v a t i o n A s s o c i a t e s 

Organi zation Reading H i s t o r i c a l 
Cominission  

Date N p ^ y : | ^ p p , 1980 

Date_6M^ 

Sett ing On c o r n e r l o t , stonf^ 

r e t a i n i n g w a l l a t E l l i o t t S t r e e t , 

b e h i n d l a r g e p i n e s . 

No te : Photo shows wes t f a c a d e , n o t 
main door 

(Staple add i t iona l sheets here) sheets herej 



( 

( 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a rch i t ec tu ra l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other bui ldings wi th in community) 

The door s u r r o u n d oh t h i s 1 1/2 s t o r y , 5-bay house combines two 
l o c a l l y f o u n d v a r i e t i e s o f door t r e a t m e n t - t h e f l u t e d a r c h i t r a v e 
s u r r o u n d w i t h c o r n e r b l o c k s , and the more c l a s s i c a l p i l a s t e r and 
e n t a b l a t u r e . The a r c h i t r a v e s u r r o u n d has a c e n t r a l rounded m o l d i n g 
w h i c h i s r e p e a t e d i n t h e p i l a s t e r s . C a p i t a l s a r e composed o f f o u r 
d i m i n i s h i n g bands; t h e f r i e z e i s accented by d e n t i l s , r e p e a t e d on 
t h e f r i e z e o f t h e f a c a d e . Corner b l o c k s a t t h e window l i n t e l s a re 
ornamented w i t h i n c i s e d c i r c l e s . The amount and v a r i e t y o f d e c o r a t i v e -
d e t a i l s may be due t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e owner worked i n wood. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the ro l e owners played i n loca l or state h is tory , * .. 
and how the bu i ld ing relates to the development of the community) 

L u t h e r E l l i o t t was an i m p o r t a n t member o f t h e c a b i n e t ^ ^ a k i n g ' 
t r a d e w h i c h f l o u r i s h e d i n Reading i n 1 8 4 0 ' s , 1850 ' s and 1 8 6 0 ' s . I n 
1855 t h e c a b i n e t b u s i n e s s was a t i t s h e i g h t , w i t h 13 e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 
and n e a r l y 200 workmen. The C i v i l War b r o u g h t an end t o t h e busy 
Sou the rn t r a d e , d i m i n i s h i n g Reading's s a l e s . 

E l l i o t t worked w i t h Henry Kingman, a p r o m i n e n t c a b i n e t ' manu­
f a c t u r e r whose shop s t o o d on nearby Haven and Gould S t r e e t s . E l l i o t t 
i n v e n t e d a t e c h n i q u e f o r sawing wood v e n e e r s . W i t h Kingman's a s s i s t ­
ance, he secured m i l l r i g h t s i n Woburn, and d i d c o n s i d e r a b l e bus iness 
t h e r e . 

E l l i o t t S t r e e t i s named f o r t h e owner o f t h i s d w e l l i n g , as i t 
was c u t t h r o u g h h i s s i d e y a r d . 

I t was L u t h e r E l l i o t t who t a u g h t t h e cabinetraaOcing t r a d e t o S y l v e s t e r 
Harnden, c . 1825. Harnden went on t o b u i l d a m i l l y a r d t h a t dominated t h e 
t h e b l o c k between Main and P a r k e r S t r e e t s , o v e r what i s now Haven S t r e e t , 
f r o m t h e m i d - 1 9 t h c e n t u r y t o t h e 1 8 8 0 ' s . The m i l l y a r d burned i n 1884, I n 
1889, t h e f u t u r e Haven S t r e e t was s t i l l a p r i v a t e way. 

BIBLI0GR.4PHY and/or REFERENCES 

1854 map,Luther E l l i o t t ' 
1875 map,Luther E l l i o t t 
1889 map,Luther E l l i o t t 
Assessors valuation lists^ itStijltJO, l^^^ 
Eaton , G e n e a l o g i c a l H i s t o r y , pp. 527, 554 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: 
2es..din<y 

Form No: 

Property Name: ^^^^ 

Indicate each item cn inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

i;V,'.LUATIO?^ 

"h i s nrooer ty i s s i . ' 7n i f i ccn t (1) f o r i t s ro l e i n Reacinr 's cab ins t -
Tialrine t rade; (2) f o r i t s connection v: i th prominent cabinetmaker 
Luther r i l i o t t ; and (3) as an exanple o f the modest Greek P.evival 
house b u i l t - by many Reading tradespeoc l e . I t r e t a ins i n t s r r r i t y 
o f l o c r . t i o n , cesi^in, m a t e r i a l s , ana v.'-orkmanship, and m.eets C r i t e r i a 
A, 3, pr.d C of the I ' a t i o n a l ^e':^ister. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
tM9 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page '/^Af 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Rp.qmirrp Arpa 
State Middlesex County, MA.SSACHTTSKTTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

•51 n T u TT Entered I n the o i . Damon, Joseph, House „ , . -, r. .. ^ 
^ National fiegiater 

32. Damon, Washington, House Entered i n the 
National fieglster 

33. Dewey Place 

34. Durgin House 

35, Eaton-Prescott House 

36. E l l i o t t , Luther, House 

37. H a l l , Stephen, House 

EriLiirccl i l l LiiO 
National fieglster 

Entered i n the 
Natjyi{ia.\fie£3ict ar 

i i n i i i ed In the 
if&tlomil fiegistar 

i in t t ied in tha 
National fieglster 

iim^iixtj i n tha 
National fiegistar 

33. Hartshorn, Timothy, House Entered i n tha 
jmtjias*.!.- Hogi.^tc 

39. Hartwell House 

40. Highland School 

£jiUcj.eu j.n the 
National fieglster 

Entered in the 
^atiQ^iHi fiegistar 

Date/Signature 

eeper ^/Tpi^-^-^-^^/^'y^u^ 7A/9A>t^ 

Attest 

-(iCeeper / X A J ^ ' - ^ ^ - - ' - - - ^ ' ^ ^ — ^ r /^/i-v 

Attest 

^ e p e r ^ / ^ ^ ^ - u - , . / ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

fl^per /Ad^^^^^f-^-^-^^y^^ /Af/fy 

Attest 

/^teep er AAA^^'-u.^tAS-'^'iyy*-^ yk f / f i 

Attest 

(̂Keeper ^ X^cA^^^i<^^^A^^ > 7//t^ 

Attest 

ykeeper /X^^'^^-^^'^U^X^y^*-^ ^^^"^A. 

Attest 

^epev ^p^l^'-^-^^'^^y^c^ 7A9M 

Attest 

/^Per ^X^^-t>L...v^i^cc^ 7A9As.. 

Attest 

Attest 

at 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Elliott, Luther, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CI resubmission 
• nomination by person or local governnnent 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

Working No., 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 7 - - * 
Action 

Entered In fcha 
National Hegister 

JUN . 41984 
dlAcTA^dSf^ 

ACCEPT _ 
RETURN. 
REJECT. 

7~/f-^Y 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: IHI sample • request n appeal n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes n no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

C I good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

C I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 
• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

C I summary paragraph 
C I completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
C I completeness 
Q clarity 
O applicable criteria 
C I justification of areas checked 
C I relating significance to the resource 
C I context 
C I relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

O Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


