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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building located at 4-22 First Street, Eureka, Calif­ 
ornia, known as the Janssen Building, is thirtyfour feet 
wide along First Street, and one hundred ten feet long, 
extending back the full length of the lot to the city al­ 
ley. The building has two stories under a flat roof and 
is approximately thirty three feet high from sidewalk to 
top of parapet. The site has 100$ building coverage, i.e. 
there are no yards or setbacks.

The Janssen Building is of 'the commercial type known as a 
loft building and is constructed of brick walls on a con­ 
tinuous brick foundation, wood frame floors, roof struct­ 
ure and interior bearing columns with a street facade feat­ 
uring a wood frame, cast iron and glass store front. A 
full description of the structural system; including state­ 
ments of the condition of the framing members and allow­ 
able loadings appears in a report by Winzler and Kelly 
Consulting Engineers, dated 20 April 1972, which is at­ 
tached to this application.

The present exterior appearance shows a state of excellent 
preservation with only minor changes from the original con­ 
dition. The ground floor store front is mostly glass in 
window recesses framed by cast iron pilasters with simple 
classic capitals. Cast into the base of each column is the 
identification " JJan Francisco Iron Works 18?5 ". The ent­ 
rance double doorlf are wood frame, sash type and appear to 
be original. The upper part of the street facade contains 
"punched" windows in deep recesses incthe brick wall. A 
painted plaque reading "E. Janssen Building" is mounted 
above the windows in a bricked panel recess. Various brick 
dentil courses and corbels embelish the upper wall.

All of the windows were originally protected by exterior 
bi-fold iron shutters which folded back into the window 
recesses. The shutters are missing from the lower windows 
on the street elevation but remain intact on the other 
windows. The lower windows have cut granite sills. The 
building front is painted mustard with white and black trim 
in the rspirit of the original architecture which is vari­ 
ously called the California Gold Rusft style or the Calif­ ornia Ren^issaniae. r—~~~o --.,..,,_

The interior of the building consists of two floors of open 
loft space with a row of wood columns down the middle of 
the room. Floors were untreated wood, walls and ceilings 
plaster and painted redwood tongue and groove boards. A min­ 
imum of classical motifs and trims accented the interior 
architecture. Still remaining from days as a general store 
is a water operated hydraulic elevator and a thirty foot

(See continuation sheet)
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section of wall shelving and base cabinets executed in a 
restrained classical style with a track mounted ladder to 
reach the upper shelves* The interiors are quite authentic 
except that fire codes have required gypsum board to be in­ 
stalled over the wood ceiling finishes. Some office partitions 
have been removed and sanitary facilities have been installed.

The most conspicuous feature of the interior is a narrow mezzanine 
extending down the middle of the ground floor five feet on each side 
of the column line; and supported by the columns as well as by 
steel rods up to the ceiling framing. The mezzanine with its scroll 
work and fanciful turned spindles is probably a later, Victorian 
addition, but it gives the room the suggestion of a sailing ship. 
This is probably due to the rounded front end, and may have been a de­ 
liberate motive introduced when the building became a waterfront 
hardware supply store.

The interior colors are white field and deep green trim. The 
original wood floors of pine or fir have been cleaned and oil 
sealed.

victims of fire, rot, neglect or "progress"
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 18<^j_.the E. Janssen and Co. building was plan­ 
ned as the mercantile center of the North Coast area. 
Substantially constructed of brick and boasting a dist­ 
inguished iron front which was shipped north from San 
Francisco, the structure housed the f irst; elevajpr in- v 
stalled in the City of Eureka and ilTremained, for many 
years, the only elevator in the northern part of the state. 
Although no longer operational due to fire and building 
regulations, the original water powdered equipment still 
exists.

Laid out for the handling of general merchandise, the 
store room on the first floor contained elegantly conceived 
shelving and drawer space for the display and storage of 
dcy goods on one side, with heavier work to accommodate 
hardware and construction equipment on the other. The rear 
of the salesroom provided for groceries and necessary of­ 
fice space. The spacious second floor, reached via the 
prized elevator, afforded ample storage for stock.

In 1889, ownership of the building and the business passed 
into the hands of Hans Henry Buhne, an enterprising Eurekan 
who, until his death in 189^, Was prominent in the affairs 
of the growing city.

As second officer on the ship Laura Virginia out of San 
Francisco it was Buhne who first entered the Bay of Hum- 
boldt (then known as Trinity) with a small crew in one of 
the ship's auxiliary boats. The date: 1850.

Returning to San Francisco, he resigned from the crew of 
the Laura Virginia, purchased supplies and a tent, return­ 
ing to Humboldt where he opened the area's first hotel 
on May 5» 1850. From this small start Buhne, facing the 
inevitable problems of a raw, isolated land, went on to 
become one of the foremost business leaders of the town.

(See continuation sheet)
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Upon acquiring the Janssen Building, Buhne developed the business 
into a ship's chandlery. With Eureka fast becoming a Pacific Coast 
shipbuilding port of significance, many of the coastal ships which 
bore the name Eureka as home port were outfitted from the Buhne 
Chandlery.

Within the past year the building fell vacant and it has now been 
rehabilitated, its handsome iron front restored to its original 
beauty.

It is slated to become an art and cultural center for the core area 
of the City of Eureka. As it has through its near century of 
existence, the structure will continue to play an important role in 
the life of the community.
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