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1. Name
historic /J~”~ Green) (preferred)
and/or common Longmeadow Historic"~Trr5fri r T
2. Location
street & number 4 Longmeadow Stfr*tr-Jroa’mea’*ewr-iiA—QttOt— fi/Pnot for publication
city, town Longmeadow S/A vicinity of
state code 025 county Hampden code 013
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district public X occupied agriculture museum
buiiding(s) private unoccupied commercial A parit
structure JLbotli work In progress X educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object N/A in process X yes: restricted y government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
nane Multiple (seeattached list)
street & number
city, town . vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry ofdeeds, etc. Hampden County Registry of Deeds
street & number 50 State Street
city, town Springfield state  MA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Inventory of the Assets of the Cormn. hasthis property been determined eligible? yes no
date 1973 federal J(— state county lot"al

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state MA



7. Description  LongmadowHistoric District, Longneadow M

Condition Check one Check one

-X— excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
good — ruins altered X moved date ygrinng
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Longneadow Historic District i slocated on a plateau one mle
east of t heConnecticut River i nthecenter of Longneadow, Massachusetts
on US Route 5 (Longneadow Street). [Itsfocal point i stheVillage
G een which measures one-half mile i nlength, running north-south and
one-tenth mle wide, running east-west. The Geen i sbounded by US
Route 5 on the west side and by a narrow residential road on it s east
side. Also included i sa short section of Wlliams Street which runs
in an easterlydirection from theG een.

Originally a long sanddrift, theGeen (Photo #1) was reclai med
and converted toitspresent verdure by a process of enrichment and
cultivation starting i n1703. | nthat year lots along the H ghway or
Country Road were assigned tosettlers who had petitioned t heTown of
Springfield forpermssion tobuild on thehighland after having
experienced difficulty with thelndians andwith floods i nt he "meddowes"
where they had first settled. The long, rectangular configuration of
the Geen i stypical of theConnecticut River Valley.

A continuing center of village life, theGeen was thesettingfor
the first meeting house i n1716 and throughout nost of thenineteenth
century was thelocation of nany cottage industries. By 1898, the
area was cleared of al | structures and returned toitsoriginal undevel oped
state as theVillage Geen. | tisnowlined with trees and well-maintained.
Utility lines areunderground and t heonly structure on theGeeni s
the Wr Menorial .

Surrounding theGeen i sa concentration of buildings spanning from
the early eighteenth century tothetwentiethcentury. The spire of the
First Church of Christ, a remnder of thecommunity's spiritual heritage,
reaches high above t heroof tops of the51 buildingsi ntheDistrict.
These include t heTown Hall, 1 church, 2 schools, 1 community house, 1
historical museum 1 library, 1 commrercial building and 43 residences.
e residence i sowned by t heNew Engl and Society for thePreservation
of Antiquities. Also included i stheoldest portion of thelLongneadow
burial ground. This burial ground contains numerous grave markers of
many people inmportant i nthehistory of theTown. Two nonunents and
one historic marker arealso included within thedistrict. The district
contains one intrusion, a md-twentieth century school building which
har moni zes well with i ts surroundings.

The buildings and t heentire area arei nan excellent state of pre-
servation, their historical character immediately obvious to the
travel er passing through thetown of Route 5. This i slargely dueto
the area's designation as a local historic district i n1973. The nunbers
used i nthis nomnation refer tolocal inventory numbers. Twenty-three
buildings face west on Longneadow Street and ar e described bel ow
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#655 - Ely Scudder House i s a woodframe, two-story center chimey

residence with a symmetrical five bay facade. | t was built prior
to 1758 by Thomas Bliss | | and used as a tavern from 1758 to
1833. I n 1855, i twas nmoved from the west side of Longneadow

Street to itspresent location.

#663 - l|srael Gates House, built i n 1830 on the Village Green

by Israel Gates who used this two-story house forboth a residence
and a millinery shop, i s a woodframe structure, clapboarded with

a gable roof. The house was noved from the Green to it s present
[ocation i n 1852 when i twas joined to a house erected nuch earlier,
now it seast wing. A later owner added two box bays and a sunporch,
replaced the central chimey, and changed t he doorways.

#679 - Goodman House, Wil liam Goodrman built this two-story house

in 1875. Greek Revival instyle, i tisclapboarded, has apedi mented
gable with an arched wi ndow and shutters. The side-lighted entrance
is marked by a fluted doric columed portico.

#693 - Storrs Library - a Colonial Revival style building constructed
of painted brick, has a hiproof with slate shingles and two end
chimeys. The doorway i s surnmounted to a pedi ment. Erected i n 1932,
the builder was theW IlliamJ. Quinn Conpany and the architects were
Smth and Bassette .

#697 - Longnmeadow Historical Society i sa two-story five bay central
entry house built by the Reverend Richard Salter Storrs, second

m nister of the Congregational Church, i n 1786. The central chimey
was replaced i nthe late eighteenth century by two end chi meys.

The building has been used i nthe past as a private school for girls
and as a Town Library. | tisnow the headquarters for the Longneadow
Historical Society and open to the public at specified times during
the summer mont hs.

#705 - Raynolds - Cordis House was huilt i n 1830 (or earlier) by
George Raynol ds, joiner. This clapboard, two-story house has a gable
roof. An open porch was added to the front of the house i n 1874.

It was noved north fromitsoriginal site in 1832. Other usesfor
the building have been as a button factory, 1848, and a girls school,
1875- 89.

#715 - Condit - Cordis House i s a two-story house huilt as a parsonage
for the Reverend Jonathan Condit i n 1832. The brick exterior on the
main section of the house has been allowed to weather. The roof i s

covered with red painted metal. |tsgable end, facing the street, i s
pedi mented and contains an elliptical fanlight. The house has four
chi meys and shutters on thewi ndows. | ts front entrance i slocated

on the south elevation. A significant architectural feature i sthe
wrought iron trim decorating the balcony (west elevation) and on the
south side front porch. Interior changes were made i n 1870 and a
wooden el | added i nthe 1880's. The rear of the house was remodell ed
in 1951-58.
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#735 (Photo #2) Community House is a Colonial Revival style building
of brick and stucco, designed by Smth and Bassette and erected in
1921. Sl ate covers part of the roof. The entry platform extends
across the west elevation with eight rectangul ar colums supporting
a porch roof. Other notable decorative features are a wooden
balustrade at the roof line and a central cupola at the gable peak.
The building houses offices for two comm ssions and is used for
comunity services and events.

#763 (Photo #2) First Church of Christ was built in 1768 by David
White on the Village Green and noved to it spresent location nearby
in 1873. | t has been remodelled a nunber of times, becom ng Gothic
in style in 1873 and returning to Colonial in 1932 The east wing
was added i n 1933. The bell hanging in the belfry was cast by

Paul Revere in 1808 and a golden rooster weathervane on the steeple
dates prior to 1732. Il tsroof is of slate and the outside walls are
are clapboard. The original church, no longer inexistence, was
built on the Green in 1716.

#777 - The O d Parsonage is an Italianate house built i n 1848 and
nmoved to it spresent location in 1922, Native brick was used on the
exterior. | t has a shallow hip roof with bracketed eaves, an al most
square plan, three bays long by two bays wi de, and an end chimey.
A wooden porch flanks the south and west (entrance) facades. At the

latter, i tis supported by rectangul ar wood piers, surmounted with
decorative brackets. Serving as a parsonage from 1848 until 1948,
it was later used as a church school. Since 1960, i thas been the

residence of the First Church caretaker.

#787 (Photos #2 & #4) - Ol'd Red House on the Green was built by
Captain Sinmon Colton, the last resident born in the "meddowes”

in 1734, l'tisa fine exanple of a New England salt box
with clapboards on the exterior, a five bay facade, 12/12 wi ndows,
a pedi mented door and a fourteen-foot square central chimey. |t
was used as a tavern until 1789. A lean-to was added in 1799. The

house i s owned by the Society for the Preservationof New England
Antiquities, used as a residence, and open to the public by appointment.

#797 (Photo #2) - Justin Colton House - a two-and-one-half story
woodframe residence built by Justin Colton in 1833, has a symmetrical
five bay facade, two end chimeys and a band of dentils at the eave
cornice. The center entry porch, an enclosed structure with

mul ti paned wi ndows and supported by colums, is a later addition. From
1940 wuntil 1958 i t served as a tea roomcalled "The O'd House on The
Green".

#811 - Center School Annex is a rectangular brick building constructed
in the md-20th century.

#837 - Center School, built in 1928, is a Colonial Revival brick
structure designed by Malcolm B Harding.
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#857 - Ski nner-Coones House i s an early Georgian style two-story
residence, sheathed in clapboard with shuttered wi ndows. The front
entry portico is supported by colums and pedimented above. The
front door is flanked by sidelights and pilasters, and surmounted
with a fanlight. The roof cornice i s decorated with dentils and
double brackets. The date of construction i s disputed (my be
circa 1830). The present house my have replaced one built by
Edmund Skinner in the 1780's.

#859 - Carleton House i s a clapboard one-story house bhuilt by
Thonas Carleton i n 1885. | t has an off-center pedimented flat
entrance without sidelights, gable roof and a two story addition
on the south side.

#873 - Hal e- Coones House, a Federal two story house “was built by

Jonathan Hale on the Village Green in 1765. | t was noved toi ts
present site in 1833 and a wing was added i n 1849, The center chi mey
was removed and two others built in 1833, | t has a gable roof and

has clapboards on the exterior. The wi ndows have shutters. The

front doorway is in the Federal style.

#891 - Stephen Hale House is a small woodframe clapboard one story
house with shutters on the wi ndows built around 1830. Used mainly

as a residence, i thas served as a post office and a cash and carry
store (late 1800's and early 1900's). The north wing was added in
1889 and nmore remodelling done inthe 1920's. |t has been a

two-family house since that time.

#909 (Phote #9) - Bliss-Keep House; The front section of this two
story home was built in 1733 by Joshua Field, while the m d-section
was built in 1713 or earlier by Nathaniel Bliss. | t has a gable

roof and twelve paned wi ndows. Clapboards cover the outside and the
front door is framed with pilasters with overlights and a undecorated,
open-bed pedi ment above.

#931 - The Lowe House i s a Victorian style two-story house built
around 1900. I t has an irregular plan with hip roofs, dormers and a
front porch. The exterior is clapboarded.

#951 - Captain David Burt House was built in 1725 by Captain David Burt,
with an east wing added around 1800 and the west wing in 1973. [ tis
two stories, tall with a five-bay, center entrance facade, double

chi meys and wi ndow pediments are |later features, but an end gable

overhang i s probably original. The double front door treatment is a
replica of one on an O d Deerfield House. It is framed with pilasters
and surmounted by a scroll pediment.

#961 - Delia Basconmb House i s assumed to have been built about 1891.

The enclosed porch was enlarged i n 1947. l'tisa small clapboarded house
with a gable roof and shutters at the windows. The larger section is
two-storied. The one-story ell with itsgable end facing the street
contains the porch and front entrance.

#977 - Coomes- Al mui st House i s a two-story house built around 1830

by Horatio Coones with a nunmber of additions after that. | t has been
described as a "continuous farm house". |t is of woodframe construction.
The exterior i s sheathed in clapboards; the facades framed by cornerboards.
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A large porch extends across the (front) and south elevations. The

main entry is off-center and accented by side and overlights

Twenty-seven buildings face east on Longnmeadow Street

#664 - Nathaniel Ely, Jr. House; Built in 1856 by Nathaniel Ely for

his son, this ante-bellum two story home conmbines a nunber of
architectural styles to achieve an effect which is both restrained and
in harmony with the Colonial and Georgian hones around it. |t was
built of native brick which has been painted and features quoins and
dentil moldings, a veranda with balustrade above, Italianate floor-to-
ceiling windows on the first floor and a rounded wi ndow on the second
floor over the entrance. The house has shutters and a gable roof with
two chi meys.

#674 (Photo #5) - Nathaniel Ely House built by Nathaniel Ely of native
brick in 1785 is considered by many as the finest exanple of a fully
devel oped Georgian House i n Western Massachusetts. l'tisafull three
stories tall with a gambrel roof punctuated by three small pedi mented
dormers. A pair of chimeys are located at each of the gable ends.

The projecting central entry portico is supported by multiple lonic
colums and surmounted by a balustrade. This entry treatment is probably
a 20th century addition. The house originally acconodated two Ely
families. Sonme mnor alterations have been nade since i t passed from
the Ely's ownership; i thas remained a single family residence for nmany
years.

#690 - Ebeneezer Bliss House; Evidence of the original frame of this
two-story Georgian Style house is to be found initsrear portion. It
dates back to 1720 with the front section having been erected in the
early 19th century. Additional changes and embellishments were nade
in the latter part of that century. The exterior is of clapboard. Colums
and balustrades decorate the front entry portico, the second floor

bal cony above i t and the lower section of the roof. Tw chimeys replaced
the original central chimey and porches were added in the late 19th
century.

#702 - Roderick Burnham House; A brown stone Gothic Revival two-story
house was built by Roderick Burnham in 1845 after the original wooden
structure burned to the ground during Fourth of July celebrating. [Its
gable roof is of slate and metal and has two |arge chimneys. The south
wing was added in 1916

#720 - Longneadow Street is a Colonial Revival two-and-one-half story
brick residence with gable roof of slate, double interior chimeys and
dormer windows. | twas built in 1927 and designed by the architect,
Beaumi er.

#734 - Brewer-Young House is the largest residential structure in the
area. Containing three stories, i tis a well-developed exanple of
Colonial Revival architecture. | tws built inthe early 1880's by
Henry and Edward Wolcott and renovated i n 1906. O note are the

gambrel roof with dormers; a two-story entry porch supported by col ossal
lonic colums and pilasters, with balustrade above; and an elliptical
fanlight and Palladian wi ndow above the entrance. |t is a clapboarded
woodframe building. The driveway leads to a porte cochere on the north
el evation
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#750 - Longneadow Street is a three-story clapboard and shingle

house built about 1910. | t has several porches and an irregular
plan, roofline and fenestration treatment. | tis a three-famly
dwelling.

#756 - David White House is a two-story house built in 1775 by

David White, master craftsman, who also built the First Church of
Christ. 1t has a gable roof, two chimeys (which replaced the
original central chimey) and clapboards on the exterior. The

front doorway has colums and pilasters supporting a flat entablature.

#766 - O d White Tavern ; Samuel Bliss was the builder of this
house which dates from 1774. Originally a residence, it served
from 1786 wuntil the late 19th century as a tavern, temporary school
house, resting place for ladies attendingall-day services at First
Church, and a boarding house for workers in Dinond Chandler's

button factory. | tis a two-story, end chimey structure remodelled
in 1785 and again in 1825. The nmost notable featureis a Federal
period Palladiantype tripartite window with pointed Gothic muntins

on the second floor.

#776 (Photo #8) - Od Country Store is the one commercial structure
in the District, erected in 1805 by Calvin Burt and Stephen Cool ey as
a general store. Subsequent uses have been: Gold and Thimble Shop,
1839-1848; Button Factory, 1848-1863; Spectacle Shop, 1873-1898;
General Store, 1898-1964; Ladies Wear, 1964-1972; and Real Estate
Office, 1972 to the present. A Beauty Shop is located on the second
floor. The building has two stories, is clapboarded and the gable
end of the house faces the street.

#780 (Photo #8) - Jacob Colton House; The front sectionof this two
story home is believed to be itsoldest part, dating between 1760-70.
The west wing was added in 1960. A combination of Georgian and
Federal styles, i thas a gable roof, five bay plan with central
chimey and a Federal style doorway surmounted with a flat entablature.
The exterior is sheathed with clapboard.

#788 (Photo #8) - Daniel Colton House; Daniel Colton, a joiner, built
this two-story house in 1829 and had his shop attached to it. [t still
exists today as a part of the house. Since 1848, i t has been used as
a residence. The original part of the house is Greek Revival in style.
The gable end facing the street is pedimented and has an elliptical

wi ndow. The addition on the south side incorporates an enclosed

porch with balustrade above and exhibits Victorian elements. There
are clapboards on the exterior and shutters on nost of the wi ndows.

#796 (Photo #7) - Thonmams Mat her House was designed by the architect
Calvert Vaux and built by Thonas Mather i n 1856. Constructed of local
brick, i tis a two-and-one-half story Italiante style villa with an
asymmeterical sidehall plan and cross gables. A porch extends across
the front of the house and around the south side. Decorative brackets
support the roof on the main part of the house and over the porches.
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#812 - Walter White House was built in 1792 by Walter White. This
is a large woodframe two-story house with hip roof, two chimeys
(originally seven) and Federal style doorway with flat entablature.

#826 (Photo #6) - Stephen Colton House; Built in 1850 by Stephen
Colton, the design of this Gothic Revival Cottage was based on those
of Andrew Jackson Downing i n "Downings Country Houses", published

in 1850. 't is a one-and-one-half story woodframe structure with a
cross-gable T plan, steeply pitched roof and dormers, ornately carved
verge boards and double recessed porches.

#836 (Photo #6) Hitchcock House; The original house built on this

site by Dinmond Chandler in the early 1800's was destroyed by fire
in the early 1900's and the present one replaced it. The gable end
of this two-story house faces the street. | t has an off-center

entrance, clapboards on the exterior and shutters on the wi ndows.

#844 (Photo #6) - McCracken House was built in 1925 by Edward L.
McCracken. |t is a Colonial Revival style two-story brick house with
a gable roof of slate and a curved columed portico at the off-center
entrance. The wi ndows of various sizes are placed ina rythmec
pattern.

#862 - Longmeadow Street i s a two-story French Normandy style house
of painted brick, built in 1928. | t has steep gable roofs and
dormers and a matching one-story free standing garage.

#870 - Newton Colton House i s a two-story house built in 1823 by Newton
Colton and noved in 1923 from i tsoriginal site on the east side of
Longnmeadow Street. Itsstyle is a combination of Colonial and Georgian
Revival featuring a central chimey, clapboarded exterior and twelve
paned wi ndows with shutters. The front portico has an open pedi ment
supported by colums. The screened porch on the south side is a later
addition.

#878 - Stebbins-Hammatt House is a large three-story house of painted
brick and clapboard, featuring a gambrel roof with dormers, shutters on
the w ndows and porch on the front and south sides supported by
bracketed columns. The original house, al | of brick, was built in 1795
by Samuel Colton with additions and remodelling done later. The two
lower front rooms are thought to be of original design.

#896 - Flagg-Swett House is a three-story house erected in 1913 with
a hip roof, dormers and columed portico decorated above with a balustrade.
The exterior has alumnumvinyl siding.
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#906 - Coones House, a two-story house built in 1799 by Janes Coornes,
was turned 90 degrees south in 185 so that the gable end of the house
faces Longneadow Street. | t has clapboards on the exterior, and its
wi ndows have shutters. There is a porch on the front and south side
of the house and the entrance is also on the south elevation.

#912 - Ebeneezer Chandler Colton House, a Federal style two-story
house, was built in 1790 by Ebeneezer C Colton and noved from 796
Longneadow Street to it spresent location in 1855 by Janmes Coones.
The exterior wall material is clapboard and the wi ndows have shutters.
The center entrance has a flat entablatureand narrow sidelights.

#918 - Alonzo Coones House was built in 1840 by Alonzo Coones. | tis
Italianate in style with articulated corners and an off-center entrance
with narrow sidelights. The hip roof is decorated with an ornate
cornice. There are four chimeys. A porch was renoved in 1936.

#930 - Booth-Allen House; David Booth built this two-story Colonial

house in 1795 and i twas noved a few feet north of the original site

in 1896. I t wvas completely restored in 1941, after falling into disrepair
for a number of years. |t has a central chimey, gable roof, twelve-paned
wi ndows and clapboarded exterior. The present doorway is of the Federal
period and of special note is its"funeral door" on the south side added
in 1813

#942 - Longneadow Street is a three-story Carpenter Gothic house built
about 1900. ltsroof isirregular, itsexterior clapboarded and
shingled and the wi ndows have shutters. The front side and second story
porches are supported by colums with sawn buckets.

#956 - Longneadow Street, built around 1900 by DeForest, is a two-story
Federal style house with clapboards on the outside, a hip roof, columed
portico at the front entrance, wood pilasters at itscorners, dentils on
the cornice and a dormer with Palladianw ndow above the entrance.

Present on Longneadow Street in addition to buildings are:

(#9031
Mile Markersis located at the North end of the Historic District on the
west side between houses at #664 and #574 Longnmeadow Street. The marker,
of local stone, is engraved "22 miles from Hartford", and has stood on
this spot since 1768. 't is one of a number of markers placed on the
postal route to aid post riders when Benjam n Franklin served as Postmaster
(1753-1774).

(#901)

The War Memorial MS |ocated on the Green opposite the O d Parsonage
(777 Longneadow Street). The Memorial consists of a large boulder measuring
4 by 5 feet with a semi-circular stone wall 20 feet in length. [t was
constructed i n 1931. Inscribed on the boulder are the dates of al | the
wars i n which Longneadow sons served and the nanes of those who served.

Wlliam Street features: (North side)
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(#902)

Al bert T. V@od Anerican Legion Post Memorial/is a granite menorial
supporting a flag pole located between the Community House and the
Town Hall. | twas placed there in 1930 by the Longneadow American
Legi on Post i nhonor of Albert T. V@od killed in the Argonne Forest
during the First World Wr. A plague on the right hand side of the
Mermorial comenorates this event and one on the left side isdedicated
to Harry Charles Martin who served inthe Militia, on the Mexican
Border and inWorld Vér || .

Longnmeadow Town Hall - #20 (Photo #3) was designed by Morris Mal oney
and built in 1930. A brick, three-story building, i thas a ganbrel
roof, dormers, twelve over twelve small paned wi ndows and ornate
double front doors. These doors are an exact replica of those which
were on the Marchant Colton House. This house, owned by the wealthiest
mn intow during the Revolution, was torn down i n 1916 and its doors
are now on display at the Boston Miuseumof Fine Arts in Boston, M

(South Side)

(#801)
Longnmeadow Cenetery/ > s owned by the First Parish i n Longnmeadow and
includes the original Od Burying Gound laid out in 1702-3 (four rods
wide and 40 yards long) with later additions. Mst menbers of the
first famlies of Longmeadow are buried there. The oldest standing
stone without actual interment i s that of Experience Hale, d.l|719.
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Architecturally, Longneadow s Federal houses are sonewhat conservative,
with post Georgian styles prevailing into the early 1800's. Sidehall
plans and gable front orientation were not introduced until the
1820's. The outstanding sidehall plan structure of the period is

the Daniel Colton House, 1829 (#788, Photo #8).

Residential constructioncontinued at a steady pace into the early
1830's: Condit-Cordis House, 1832 (#715); Israel Gates House (#663);
Justin Colton House, 1833 (#797, Photo #2); followed by an apparent
lull between 1835 and 1845. After 1845, however, until the late
nineteenth century, construction resunmed as Longnmeadow was increasingly
effected by the expansion of Springfield. This patternis evident in
the presence of a few well-detailed transitional Federal/Greek Revival
houses such as the Nathaniel Ely, Jr., House, 1856 (#664) and a
nunber of stylish Italianate houses, al | at the town center including
the Thonas Mat her House, 1856, Calvert Vaux, (#796, Photo #7) and

the Congregational Parsonage, 1848 (#777). Fully devel oped Greek
Revival houses are notably totally absent.

Influence of the Gothic Revival is reflected in the Stephen Colton

House, 1850 (#826, Photo #6). In general, construction slowed in
Longneadow towards the end of the nineteenth century, not picking
up again until after the turn of the century. What new construction

there was occurred at the town center: Brewer-Young House, 1884
(#734); Carleton House, 1885 (#859); Lowe House, c.1900 ~(#931).

During the twentiethcentury, suburbanization began to be reflected

in the development of residential neighborhoods away from the town
center, and the addition of a few houses to the newly (1898) restored
town green. Colonial Revival was the predom nant style for residential
structures such as the McCracken House, 1925 (#844, Photo #6); and
public buildings; Storrs Library, Smth and Bassette, 1934, (#693);
Communi ty House, Smth and Bassette, 1921, (#735, Photo #2), and
Longrmeadow Town Hall, 1930, Morris Mal oney, (#20, Photo #3). The
vitality of the community and the evolution of and concern with current

architectural styles in the district is clearly docunented in the history
of The First Church of Christ, 1768, (#763, Photo #2). Originally
built in 1766, it took on Federal/Greek Revival appearance in 1828;

was |ater renovated in the Romanesque Revival style in 1874; and
again, in 1932, to itspresent Colonial Revival appearance.

Commer ce

Numerous small retail shops existed on the Green from the Post Revolutionary
War to the late nineteenth century when the area was cleared of al |
structures and returned to i tsoriginal state, the town Green. Throughout
most of the nineteenth century nost of the commercial establishments

were located on the Green but were noved or destroyed when i twas cleared

in 1898. Those commercial establishments surrounding the Green were

mostly taverns and guest houses, the ol dest survivor being #787. Built

in 1734, it served as a tavern for one hundred and fifty years. The
builder, Capt. Sinmon Colton, served on the Comm ttee of Correspondence
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prior tothe Revolution. The other eighteenth century tavern-inni s
#766 built i nl1787. | tremained a guest house until 1935.

Several structures served as public gathering places i nthelate
nineteenth century - early twentiethcentury. The "Cheap Cash & Carry
Store", (#891), built i n1886, later becanme a popular ice cream

parlor as well as aretail store. The Stuckert honestead or Bliss-Keep
House, (#909) served as t heoperation area forthe"Stuckert's Grove",
a popular Gernan Beer Garden located i nt headjacent field.

The only commercial structure that remains so today i sThe Ol d Country
Store, (#776). Built i n1805as a general store, i tremained so until
1839 when i t was occupied by a gold and thimble shop. From 1848 t o

1863, i tserved as Dinond Chandler's button factory, then returned
to being a general store. From 1839t 01868 i t served as the post
office, as well as general store and factory. | n 1940, Justin Colton
House, (#797), which was built i n1833, was remodeled t oa mninmm
extent into a Tea Room and was a very popular eating place until 1958.

Today i t has been restored toitsoriginal state.
Community Planning

The earliest community planning was originally drawn up by a comm ttee
of the meadow i nhabitants who had resided i nthe neadows parallelingthe
comunity of today, along theriver's edge, since 1644. The plan called
for "a Green surrounded by 50 t o 60 hone |ots each measuring twenty

rods by eighty rods. The remaining land on thehill would be portioned
for farmng". I nthelate nineteenth century thefarms Iying both
north and south of t heGeen were sold t osuccessful real estate
entrepreneurs such as Theodore Leete, Ebeneezer Bliss House, (#690)

and Clifton Kibbe, Israel Gates House, (#663). The land was divided
into house lots.

Beginning i n1898, the historical interests of local residents led the
"restoration" of theGeen toitsColonial character. Buildings —ndustrial,
commercial andresidential —whichhad been constructed on t he Green,

in theeighteenth and nineteenth centuries were demolished or relocated

to recreate an open, green expanse i nthecenter of thevillage. This
"restoration” stands as an early exanple of |andscape restoration; the

only other known occurrance i nthe nineteenth century i n Massachusetts

is at Lexington.
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In addition, Longneadow s role as an affluent residential suburb

of Springfield has functioned t opreserve many of it s Colonial

and Federal period houses. I n 1921, thetown voted tobuild a

Comunity House (#735) with strong support from the Church (#763).

Today, the Community House serves a variety of purposes, i.e.. Policemen's
Ball, Boys & Girl Scout meetings, Saturday afternoon moviesf or

small children, and arts and crafts classes. The Green was accepted

as a local Historic District i n1973 and i smaintained by the Longneadow
Historic District Comm ssion.

Education

The first public school, built i n1726, burned totheground i n1786.

A second was built on theGreen i n 1789 and David Booth (Booth-Allen House),
(#930) was thefirst teacher. I n 1856, thetown built Center School

(#837) which occupied thesane | ot where a private boys school had

existed from 1836 t o 1853. The present Center School on this | ot was

built i n 1928.

Several private schools existed during thenineteenth century. M.

W iliam Gol dwaite (#756) ran a boys school and also served as principal
for twenty-eight years at Westfield Acadeny. Ms. Lucy Storrs Barbar
had a girls school i nher home (#697) which serves today as t he home

of t helLongneadow Historical Society.
Exploration/ Settlement

Settlement along theeast bank of the Connecticut River i n Longneadow
was initiated i n 1644 by English colonists from Springfield, several
mles tothenorth. The earliest families were the Coltons, Cooley,
Keep, Bliss, and Burt, nenbers of which built houses standing onthe
town green today. Serious flooding forced relocationof the settlement
to Longnmeadow Street (Route 5) by theearly eighteenth century.
Longneadow becane t he Third Parish of Springfield i n1713, building

its own meetinghouse on the Green with adjacent burying ground i n 1716.
Longneadow, incorporated as a town i n1783, was thefirst towni n
Massachusetts t o gain such status after theRevolutionary War.

Industry

Originally the Green was thesite of many small cottage industries
throughout thenineteenth century . The only structure standing today
although not i nitsoriginal location that was a nineteenth century
industry i s The Raynol ds-Cordi s House (#705) which served as

George Raynolds "joiner shop". |t also served as a temporary factory
for theNewell brothers button factory i n1863. (see #776)

In thelate nineteenth century, George Hitchcock established a Knitwear

Industry on Mill Road (south of theDistrict), where he created t he
Hitchcock sweater which today i sknown as the "Turtle Neck". Wien he
closed hismill and noved t o Springfield, i twas thelast industryto

exist i nthecommunity. Several outstanding industrialists ofthe
twentieth century resided i nLongneadow. Joseph Wesson, son of Daniel
Wesson, inventor of the Smth and Wsson Cartridge Pistol, resided at



Page 5

Section 8

Longneadow Hi storic District

The Walter White House (#812) while serving as president of the conpany.
In 1919, Warner Buxton, son of Dana Buxton who established the Buxton
Leat her Conpany, resided i n The Stephen Colton House (#826) while
serving as president of the conpany until 1954. W Iliam Young, inventor
of a successful horse liniment Absorbine, later adapted to human use
under the nane of Absorbine, Jr., purchased The Brewer Young House
(#734) i n 1922. The house still belongs to the Young Family.

Military

Though the Green was wused to train soldiers throughout the French and
Indian Wars, as well as the Revolutionary War, the nmost significant
structure inthe area i s the Od Red House (#787). Built in 1734 and
used as a tavern, the owner Capt. Sinmon Colton, served inthe French and
Indian Wars. He also was chairman of the Commttee of Correspondence
which nmet at the tavern prior to the Revolution. The tavern also served
as the meeting place for the local Mnute Mn who answered the alarm
from LexingtoninApril, 1775  The O d White Tavern (#766) built in
1776, served as the way station for captured British Officers enroute
from Boston to various military prisons i n Connecticut and New York.

Col onel Theodore Tenney (Nathaniel Ely House, #674), served as Chi ef

of Finance of the Ordinance Department during World War | for which he
received the Distinguished Service Medal. [n 1931, the Wr Menmori al
was placed on the Green. [ n 1948, General Qrar Bradley was the Guest

of Honor for the Memorial Day celebrations which honored Corporal Edward
Wilkin, a local soldier who received the Medal of Honor for hisbravery
in World Var I,
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Diary of Stephen Williams, Volumes IV, VIII, I X, X XI|I
Storrs Library, Longmeadow, MA n. p.

Longneadow Registry of Deeds, Longneadow Town Office, Longneadow, M\

Springfield Union Newspaper - June 14, 1889, Decenber 3, 1895,
April 28, 1905, February 21, 1912

Springfield Registry of Deeds, Hanpden County Court House, Springfield, M\

Wel l er, Dorothy, History of Longnmeadow, Geneal ogy Department, City Library,
Springfield, M\ n.p.

Connecticut Valley Historical Society, Vital Records of Longneadow,
Springfield, M\ City Library Association, Vol. || . 1785-1810

Burt, Henry, BURT GENEALQGY, Springfield, M\ Bryan Press, 1893

Whit man, Michael. QGOTONS | NAMERI CA, Lancaster, PA Wckersham Printing
Company, 1912

Coones, W lliam C, STARY G- ANTHONY GOIMES AND HI S DESCENDANTS,
Provi dence, RI T.W Bicknell Publishing Conpany, 1913

State Reconnaissance Survey Report for Longneadow, 1982 onfile at
the Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion, Boston, M\
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Street approximately 250+/-' feet totheSoutherly side of Wheel neadow Drive
thence. Easterly 24.54' totheWsterly | otline of #664; thence Southerly
190.24'" totheNortherly | otline of #674; thence Easterly 25+/-feet to the
Westerly line of #674; thence Southerly 137.76' totheNortherly side of

Ely Road; thence Westerly t oa distance of 250' from Longneadow Street; thence
Southerly 40' totheSoutherly line of El yRoad; thence Easterly 63.47' to

the Westerly line of #674; thence Southerly 129.36' totheNortherly line of
#702; thence Westerly 137' toa point 325" from Longneadow Street; thence
Southerly parallel t olLongneadow Street 174.71' totheNortherly line of #720
thence Easterly 50' toa point 275" from Longneadow Street; thence Southerly
parallel t oLongnmeadow Street 107.70+/- feet totheNortherly line of #734
thence Easterly 25' toa point 250" from Longneadow Street; thence Southerly
parallel tolLongnmeadow Street across #734 395+/- feet t ot heSoutherly line of
#756; thence Easterly 67.95 totheWsterly line of #766; thence Southerly

70' totheNortherly side of Chandler Avenue; thence Westerly t oa point 250'
from Longmeadow Street; thence 25+/- feet t ot heSoutherly side of Chandler
Avenue; thence Easterly 101.70' tothe Westerly line of #776; thence Southerly
46.04' totheNortherly line of #780; thence Westerly 104.04 t oa point 250'
from Longneadow Street; thence Southerly 320+/- feet across #s 780, 788, and
796 totheNortherly side of #810 (Right of Way); thence Easterly 30" to

the Westerly line of #812; thence following said Westerly line of #812to t he
Northerly line of #822 (Right of Way); thence Westerly t oa point 250" from
Longneadow Street; thence Southerly parallel t olLongneadow Street across said

# s 822, 826, 836, 844, 862, 870, Farml ea Road, 878, 896, 906, 912, 918, and

to theNortherly line of #930 f or a distance of 1060+/- feet; thence Easterly
20+/- feet totheWesterly line of #930; thence Southerly 112.40' to the
Southerly line of #930; thence Easterly 50+/-feet totheWsterly line of

#942; thence Southerly 107.92' totheNortherly Iine of Birnie Road; thence
Westerly toa point 250" from Longneadow Street, thence Southerly parallel

to Longneadow Street 65+/-feet totheSoutherly side of Birnie Road; thence
Easterly 130' tothe Westerly side of #956; thence Southerly 91.90" to the
Southerly line of #956; thence Easterly 120' tothekEasterly line of #956; thence
Sout heasterly approximately 200' across Longneadow Street tothe Southwesterly
corner of #977; thence Easterly 243.50' totheEasterly line of #977; thence
Northerly 124' totheSoutherly line of #951; thence Easterly 151.59' to the
Easterly line of #951; thence Northerly and Northwesterly 345.24' tothe Southerly
side of Crestview Circle; thence Easterly 135" toa point 250' from Longneadow
Street; thence Northerly parallel t olLongneadow Street 50' t otheNortherly side
of Crestview Circle; thence Westerly 60' t ot heEasterly line of #931; thence
Northerly 99.69" totheSoutherly line of property owned by Laurence & Edna

M LaRoche; thence Easterly 65.61' toa point 250' from Longneadow Street; thence
Northerly 103+/- feet totheNortherly side of Morningside Drive; thence
Westerly 38" tothekEasterly line of #909; thence Northerly 125.55' totheNortherly
line of #909; thence Westerly 71.54totheEasterly line of #891; thence
Northerly 127' totheSoutherly 1line of #1 ot 21A (belonging t o house #891)
thence Easterly 6 t oEasterly line of said | ot 21A; thence Northerly 25.19' t o
Southerly line of Green Meadow Drive; thence Easterly 109.79' t oa point 250'
from Longneadow Street; thence Northerly parallel tolLongneadow Street 50" to
the Northerly line of Green Meadow Drive; thence Westerly 25.17' t ot heEasterly
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line of #873; thence Northerly 133.80" tothe Northerly line of #873;

thence Westerly 52.63" tothekEasterly line of #859; thence Northerly

166.21' totheSoutherly line of Longfellow Drive; thence Easterly 64.72'

to a point 250" from Longneadow Street; thence Northerly parallel to
Longmeadow Street 915+/- feet across Longfellow Drive; #831, Colton Place;
825 and 797 t ot heNortherly line of 787; thence Westerly 35.20" to the
Easterly line of #777; thence Northerly 108.01 tothe Southerly line of

#763; thence Easterly 345+/- feet i na line parallel with Wlliams Street

to a point 550" from Longneadow Street; thence Northerly 90+/- feet to

the Southerly line of Wlliams Street; thence Westerly 300" t oa point

250" from Longneadow Street; thence Northerly parallel t oLongmeadow

Street 70" tothe Northerly line of Wlliams Street; thence Easterly

25" toa point 275" from Longmeadow Street; thence Northerly parallel to
Longmeadow Street 167+ - feet tothe Northerly line of #735; thence Westerly
25" toa point 250" from Longmeadow Street; thence Northerly parallel to
Longmeadow Street across #715, 705, 697, 693, 679, 663, and 655, 910+ -

feet tothecenter line of Weel meadow Brook; thence Westerly along the center
line of said brook 540+/- feet tothepoint of beginning.
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