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Nan^ of Property 

F r a n k l i n County, Massachusetts 
County and State 

£. ClassKication 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apolyj 

2: private 
2 public-ioca' 
a public-State 
• public-Federal 

Cateaory of Property 
(CnecK only one box; 

• ouilding(s) 
Z ijistnct 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

-Number of Ftesourcef: withir. Properr/' - - - -
(Uo not include previously nstec resources m tne count.) 

Contributing Noncomnbuting 
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1 

1 1 

7 
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sites 

structures 
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Tots! 

Name of related multiple property listing 
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N /A 
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0 
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Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) .. : i (Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: sin g l e d w e l l i n g ; secondary s t r u c t u r e ; DOMESTIC: sin g l e d w e l l i n g ; secondary 
2 struefrore 

m u l t i p l e d w e l l i n g RELIGION 

COMMERCE: s p e c i a l t y s t o r e ; r e s t a u r a n t ; warehouse FUNERARY 

AGRICULTURE/SUBISTENCE: a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d : 

r e l i g i o u s s t r u c t u r e 

cemetery 

SOCIAL: chlhho<lSP; 

agr. o u t b u i l d i n g ; animal f a c i l i t y ; processing 
storage 

RELIGTON: r e l i g i n i i s s t r u c t u r e 

LANDSCAPE: conservation area 

VACANT/NOT IN USE 

FUNERARY: cemetery 

EDUCATION: school 

Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federa l ; MID 19r,h CF.NTIfKY; 

Greek Revival: LATE 19TH and 20TH CENTURY 

REVIVALS: I t a l i a n a t e : NO STYLE 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stnnp 
Wood 

walls 

roof. 
AsphaIt 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Descnbe the histonc and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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DESCRIPTION 

The East Hawley Center Historic D i s t r i c t Is a r u r a l crossroads hamlet i n the 
southeastern section of the Berkshire H i l l s town of Hawley that includes 16 
contributing buildings, structures, si t e s , and objects: seven buildings (one 
church, four houses, one social h a l l , one barn); one s i t e (cemetery); one 
structure (charcoal k i l n ) ; and seven objects (stone w a l l s ) , as well as seven 
(7) noncontributing resources (three camp buildings, one barracks, one 
t r a i l e r , one workshop/garage, and one firehouse) constructed af t e r 1930. The 
d i s t r i c t covers 23 acres of land on a f l a t , sparsely developed plateau and is 
surrounded by forest. The core of the d i s t r i c t i s the Y intersection of 
Buckland Road with East Hawley and P l a i n f i e l d Roads containing the tree-shaded 
"common". The smaller juncture of Ashfield and P l a i n f i e l d Roads i s located at 
the south edge of the d i s t r i c t . The predominantly vernacular, wood-frame, 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l and r e s i d e n t i a l buildings and other h i s t o r i c resources r e f l e c t 
the development of the d i s t r i c t from about 1810 to 1930 i n i t s rise and 
decline as the r e l i g i o u s , commercial, transportation, and i n s t i t u t i o n a l hub of 
i t s r u r a l a g r i c u l t u r a l neighborhood. 

The r u r a l q u a l i t i e s of the d i s t r i c t are derived i n part from the generous 
spacing and setback of buildings, i n the mature maple tree li n e d roads, i n 
stone boundary walls, and i n the pri m a r i l y open space landscape setting. Much 
of the former farm land i n and around the d i s t r i c t remains open, although some 
has reverted to forest. The Kenneth M. Dubuque State Forest, also known as 
Hawley State Forest, which i s overseen by the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Management, forms a portion of the western boundary of the 
d i s t r i c t and owns two of the parcels (Parcels 3 and 4) i n the southwest 
section. Land use w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t includes the "common", which is located 
i n f r o n t of the former F i r s t Congregational Church and the main Holyoke Boys 
Club building, and open f i e l d s , which are or were formerly cul t i v a t e d or 
pasture land. Parcels 3, 4, and 6 and the south part of Parcel 5, for 
example, were previously part of the William 0. Bassett farm, and e a r l i e r of 
the Healy Newfipn and Edward Glover farms. Parcel 3 is currently leased out by 
the State Forest for growing and sorting potatoes. Parcel 4 contains the 
Bassett charcoal k i l n . Most of Parcel 9, once part of the Luther Longley 
Farm, i s s t i l l under c u l t i v a t i o n and mowing. Parcel 12, now used as a b a l l 
f i e l d , was formerly an a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d associated with the Longley tavern 
(formerly on Parcel 10, no longer extant) and i t s blacksmith shop (formerly on 
Parcel 13, no longer extant). To the northwest of the d i s t r i c t , beyond a band 
of trees, there i s a broad expanse of potato f i e l d , protected by an 
ag r i c u l t u r a l r e s t r i c t i o n . The cemetery occupies Parcel 1 at the southeast 
corner of the d i s t r i c t . 

Dry l a i d stone walls constructed i n the nineteenth century define many of the 
f i e l d s , the four sides of the cemetery, and sections of P l a i n f i e l d Road, and 

(continued) 
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s i g n i f y h i s t o r i c land use and ownership patterns. The west l i n e of Parcel 3 
is defined p a r t i a l l y by a stone w a l l , which gives way to a wire fence running 
northward. The wall dividing Parcels 6 and 8 i s an old dividing l i n e , dating 
from before 1850, between the Luther Longley farm (Parcels 8 and 9) on the 
north and the Glover-Newton-Bassett farm on the south (Parcels 3, 4, 5, and 
6). Similarly, the wall marking the north boundary of Parcels 10 and 11 was 
the dividing l i n e between the Arthur Hitchcock farm outside the d i s t r i c t on 
the north and the tavern l o t and school l o t (both buildings no longer extant) 
on the south. A stone wall along the northern and eastern boundary of Parcel 
12 outlines an i n t e r n a l f i e l d of the Hitchcock farm. The f i e l d most l i k e l y 
served as a stockyard for horses and other animals being serviced at the 
blacksmith shop which used to stand on Parcel 12. These landscape feature 
objects contribute to the agrarian ambience and sense of time and place i n the 
d i s t r i c t . Stands of large maple trees which enhance the setting are estimated 
to be as much as one hundred years old. 

East Hawley has h i s t o r i c a l l y served as the transportation hub of the immediate 
region, and the road names are derived from t h e i r connecting destinations. 
The roads radiate outward from East Hawley Center to neighboring communities 
of Charlemont (East Hawley Road), P l a i n f i e l d ( P l a i n f i e l d Road), Ashfield 
(Ashfield Road), and Buckland (Buckland Road). The East Hawley 
Road/Plainfield Road route and the Buckland Road date from the Colonial Period. 

The majority of buildings and sites which defined the settlement nucleus i n 
the period from ca. 1810 to ca. 1930 survive today: the Church and Parsonage 
remain on the west side of the "common", as does the blacksmith's house on the 
east side, although the shops and barn are gone. The "common" has remained 
open space since i t was proposed, but never formerly designated, i n 1848. The 
Longley tavern/store/post o f f i c e building s i t e i s now occupied by the Holyoke 
Boys Club main camp building (10-A, ca. 1960), and the Social Hall (11-1) 
stands on the location of the former d i s t r i c t school. The cemetery was 
located at i t s _ current s i t e south of the center of the d i s t r i c t by the 
mid-nineteenth century. These i n s t i t u t i o n s served adjacent farms withi n the 
d i s t r i c t (Parcel 5 and Parcel 9) and numerous surrounding r u r a l farms beyond 
the d i s t r i c t . 

The building types i n the d i s t r i c t include r e s i d e n t i a l , i n s t i t u t i o n a l , 
a g r i c u l t u r a l , and recreational functions. The arc h i t e c t u r a l character of the 
d i s t r i c t i s defined by sparely detailed late Georgian/Federal, Greek Revival, 
I t a l i a n a t e , and Victorian vernacular buildings. They are of wood 
construction, with stone foundations and of one-story to one-l/2-story i n 
height, with the single exception of one two 1/2-story building. The key 
buildings are the former F i r s t Congregational Church (7-1) and Parsonage 
(8-1), both constructed i n the Greek Revival style i n the mid-nineteenth 
century, and the William 0. Bassett House (5-1), an I t a l i a n a t e vernacular 
dwelling b u i l t i n 1872. Two houses b u i l t between about 1810 and 1820'are the 

(continued) 
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oldest buildings i n the d i s t r i c t . They are simple, one-story, gable-roofed 
farmhouses, one Federal (9-1) and one vernacular (13-1) i n s t y l e . The 
mid-nineteenth-century barn (9-2) and nineteenth-century barn converted i n the 
early twentieth century to a social h a l l (11-1) are simple vernacular 
u t i l i t a r i a n buildings. 

Intrusions, or non-contributing buildings, w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t consist of six 
r e l a t i v e l y small scale buildings and one structure constructed i n the 
twentieth century, a f t e r the end of the period of significance. The open, 
f l a t t e r r a i n of the d i s t r i c t makes every building a noticeable feature of the 
landscape. However, the basic s i m i l a r i t i e s of scale, form, and materials of 
the newer buildings to the older ones reduces t h e i r visual impact, and they do 
not compromise the overall i n t e g r i t y of the r u r a l v i l l a g e q u a l i t i e s for which 
the d i s t r i c t i s notable. The Barracks (5-2) is an a g r i c u l t u r a l building 
erected i n the 1940s. The three Holyoke Boys Club camp buildings (10-A, 10-B, 
and 10-C) are modern, frame, i n s t i t u t i o n a l vernacular structures with a pla i n 
and severe exterior appearance. The camp buildings occupy the s i t e of the 
former Longley tavern/store/post o f f i c e . Rehabilitation to meet necessary 
building codes as a boys club was considered but determined to be 
p r o h i b i t i v e l y costly, and i t was demolished to make way for these new 
structures. Other noncontributing elements include a t r a i l e r (6-A) added ca. 
1960 to land formerly a garden and part of a pasture associated with the 
Bassett farm (Parcel 5), a twentieth-century workshop/garage (8-A), and the 
firehouse (2-A). 

The following i s a comprehensive inventory of buildings, structures, and sites 
with i n the East Hawley Center Historic D i s t r i c t . Contributing buildings, 
structure(s), and s i t e ( s ) are l i s t e d f i r s t , followed by noncontributing 
buildings and structures. Contributing resources range i n date of 
construction from ca. 1810 to ca. 1930. 

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES: 

Former F i r s t Congregational Church (East Hawley Road. Parcel 7-1. Form B-1. 
1848-1850): Is a one-story Greek Revival building, set on a high brick 
basement, with a pedimented end gable roof and wide molded cornice, a 
three-bay facade divided by channeled p i l a s t e r s , and a square tower with a low 
pyramidal hip roof. Flushboard siding and wide t r i m boards create a smooth 
wall surface with l o w - r e l i e f d e t a i l i n g , punctuated by t a l l twelve-over-twelve 
windows i n each of the bays flanking the central entrance. The entrance i s 
composed of double leaf doors surmounted by a twelve-light, rectangular 
transom. Three windows on each of two clapboarded gable flank sides l i g h t the 
i n t e r i o r . The building i s i n very near o r i g i n a l condition, with the exception 

(continued) 
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of the upper stages of the steeple which were destroyed by high winds i n 1917 
and not replaced. On the i n t e r i o r , the sanctuary retains much of i t s o r i g i n a l 
plaster and d e t a i l i n g , including two c i r c u l a r staircases, a curved balcony, an 
oil-lamp chandelier, and wood stoves. The building has not been updated and 
contains no f a c i l i t i e s for central heating, water supply, bathrooms, or 
plumbing. A social h a l l and kitchen were once located i n the basement. 
Hawley's h i s t o r i c a l society, the Sons and Daughters of Hawley, Inc., has owned 
the building since 1981. Through the organization's ongoing restoration 
e f f o r t s , the deteriorating foundation was r e b u i l t (1984-1985), the steeple 
framework was repaired, and the exterior has been painted. The building is 
currently s t a b i l i z e d , but additional funds and e f f o r t s are required to ensure 
i t s long-term future, and to provide for adequate mechanical services. 

Former Parsonage (East Hawley Road. Parcel 8-1. Form B-3. ca. 1851): Located 
adjacent to the Church and set back from the road, the former Parsonage i s a 
1 1/2-story, clapboarded building with a flank gable roof, a small off-center 
brick chimney, and a center-entry, five-bay facade. The house i s framed with 
openings set well below the roof cornice, and the simple entrance i s flanked 
with f u l l - l e n g t h sidelights. I t i s i n good condition and overall well 
preserved; renovations i n the late 1940s included removal of an e l l . 

William 0. Bassett House ( P l a i n f i e l d Road, Parcel 5-1, Form B-2. 1872): This 
farmhouse stands 2 1/2-stories, with an end gable roof, one small brick 
chimney, and an asymmetrical three-bay facade. The simply trimmed, clapboard 
walls are pierced by six-over-six and two-over-two, double-hung sash windows 
capped with simple f l a t l i n t e l s . The entrance is located i n the northern end 
bay with a second f l o o r window centered above. The central and southern bay 
openings on both floors have a regular arrangement, but are o f f s e t to the 
south. The gable peak window has a segmental-arch upper sash. Changes to the 
exterior occurred i n the 1970s, when the o r i g i n a l entrance was removed and 
replaced with the present round-arch doorway and the fr o n t porch was 
dismantled. The house i s four bays deep, and a one-story, gabled e l l extends 
to the rear, with a small shed on the south side. At the time of i t s 
construction, the building was considered l o c a l l y to be the most impressive 
farmhouse of i t s day. I t i s currently i n f a i r l y good condition and is being 
r e h a b i l i t a t e d for use as a bed and breakfast and catering business. This 
house is associated with the noncontributing Barracks (see below). 

Luther Longley House (East Hawley Road. Parcel 9-1, Form B-16. ca. 1810): 
This small, 1 1/2-story simple late Georgian/Federal house with a flank gable 
roof, a small off-center b r i c k chimney, and a side e l l (north) has been used 
continuously for 180 years as the center of a small farm, with few changes and 
l i t t l e modernization. I t is i n f a i r condition. 

Luther Longley Barn (East Hawley Road. Parcel 9-2. ca. 1840): Associated with 
the Longley House and the only unaltered nineteenth century a g r i c u l t u r a l 

(continued) 
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building remaining i n the d i s t r i c t , t h i s i s a 1 1/2-story, wood-frame, 
gable-roof, u t i l i t a r i a n , vernacular.structure i n f a i r condition. 

Blacksmith's House ( P l a i n f i e l d Road, Parcel 13-1. ca. 1840s): This 1 1/2 
story, clapboarded, gable roof house i s set with i t s gable end to the street 
and entrance i n the south flank elevation. A small bri c k chimney is located 
near the center of the roof l i n e and a one-story shed addition extends to the 
north. I t o r i g i n a l l y housed blacksmiths who worked i n the nearby tavern (no 
longer extant) and on the stagecoach lines that passed through East Hawley 
from about 1826 u n t i l the C i v i l War. I t is r e l a t i v e l y unchanged, but i s i n 
f a i r to poor condition. 

Social Hall (East Hawley Road, Parcel 11-1, late 19th century, remodelled 
1920): O r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n the late nineteenth century as a one-story barn, 
t h i s b u i l d i n g was remodelled as a dance and social h a l l i n 1920. 
Modifications included the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a hardwood f l o o r , large windows, 
and a Delco e l e c t r i c a l system. When the Social Club went bankrupt i n 1931, 
the building reverted to use as a storage barn. The Holyoke Boys Club now 
uses i t for c r a f t s i n s t r u c t i o n and for bad weather recreation. The large 
windows have been removed, but the building retains i t s simple, gable roof 
form. 

Cemetery ( P l a i n f i e l d Road and Ashfield Road, Parcel 1, 1854): Occupying a 
square l o t at the northeast corner of the intersection of P l a i n f i e l d Road and 
Ashfield Road at the south end of the d i s t r i c t , the cemetery is bounded on 
four sides by a dry l a i d fieldstone wall and contains the marked graves of 
numerous East Hawley residents from the second ha l f of the nineteenth century 
and the twentieth century. 

Charcoal K i l n (Charcoal K i l n Road, Parcel 4-1, 1870): B u i l t for William 0. 
Bassett, the charcoal k i l n is a conical mortared-tabular fieldstone structure, 
25 feet i n diameter and 25 feet t a l l . The two openings are the entrance 
topped with a f l a t l i n t e l stone, and the c i r c u l a r smoke vent at the apex of 
the cone. I t was used for making charcoal i n the nineteenth century, and i n 
the early twentieth century functioned as a pig sty. I t i s well preserved, 
but i n precarious condition despite some maintenance a c t i v i t i e s by the 
Department of Environmental Management, which owns the structure as part of 
the Kenneth M. Dubuque State Forest. I t is thought to be one of the few known 
remaining k i l n s of i t s type i n New England. 

NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCES: 

Barracks ( P l a i n f i e l d Road, Parcel 5-2. ca. 1940s): Is a one-story, 
u t i l i t a r i a n barn building constructed to house immigrant and foreign labor 
crews employed at the potato farm of which the William 0. Bassett House was 

(continued) 
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for a long time the headquarters. I t was b u i l t near the s i t e of a 
late-nineteenth century or early twentieth century barn, a structure 102 feet 
long, since demolished. I n the 1950s, when t h i s property was separated from 
the farm, use of the barracks discontinued, and the i n t e r i o r was stripped. I t 
is currently vacant and i n poor condition, although i t possesses p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
for reuse. 

Holyoke Boys Club Main Building and Two Bunkhouses (East Hawley Road and 
Buckland Road, Parcel 10-A, 10-B, and 10-C, 1960s): The main building, the 
largest of the three buildings, and the two smaller bunkhouses, are a l l 
one-story, u t i l i t a r i a n structures set on piers. They are i n need of major 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n to extend t h e i r use l i f e . 

Workshop/garage (East Hawley Road, Parcel 8-A, 20th century): This is 
one-story, gable-roof, u t i l i t a r i a n garage to the rear of the former parsonage. 

T r a i l e r (East Hawley Road. Parcel 6-A, 20th century): This i s a vacant a 
deteriorated t r a i l e r to the rear of the former F i r s t Congregational Church. 
I t i s slated for removal when funds become available. 

Firehouse ( P l a i n f i e l d Road, Parcel 2-A. ca. 1984): This is a modern firehouse 
building located at the southern end of the d i s t r i c t . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION: 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded i n the d i s t r i c t i t is 
possible that sites are present. Site densities are low i n t h i s area of 
Massachusetts and no sites are located w i t h i n the general area (within one 
mile) of the proposed d i s t r i c t . Locational characteristics of the d i s t r i c t , 
however, indicate favorable conditions for native- settlement and subsistence 
a c t i v i t i e s . Well drained land surfaces with low to moderate slopes cover much 
of the d i s t r i c t . The southwestern portion of the d i s t r i c t also borders 
wetlands forming the headwaters of the Swift River which is part of the 
Deerfield/Connecticut River drainage. These c r i t e r i o n combined with the size 
of the d i s t r i c t (23 acres), open space, low amount of h i s t o r i c period 
development and known regional s i t e densities indicate a moderate s e n s i t i v i t y 
for prehistoric resources. 

The d i s t r i c t possesses a high degree of h i s t o r i c period archaeological 
p o t e n t i a l , although no subsurface testing has as yet been designed or 
conducted. The h i s t o r y of approximately 300 years of settlement and the 
l i m i t e d modern development w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t indicates that a p o t e n t i a l l y 
r i c h archaeological record i s l i k e l y to be largely undisturbed. Further 
documentary research accompanied by controlled archaeological investigations 
may locate s t r u c t u r a l and a r t i f a c t u a l archaeological resources from the 

(continued) 
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h i s t o r i c period, including the foundations and buried remains of documented 
buildings and structures, as well as remains associated with undocumented 
nineteenth-century features such as p r i v i e s , small a g r i c u l t u r a l outbuildings, 
wells, trash deposits, landscaping and land use elements (e.g., grading, 
c i r c u l a t i o n , and garden patterns), and structures associated with the charcoal 
k i l n . 

The early farms of the Luther family and others w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t , dating 
from the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, indicate the 
potential survival of a g r i c u l t u r a l and domestic resources of the f i r s t 
settlement period. The area adjacent to the Luther Longley House (9-1) of ca. 
1810 and i t s l a t e r barn (9-2, ca. 1840) are p a r t i c u l a r l y sensitive. The 
v i c i n i t y of the William 0. Bassett House (5-1) i s l i k e l y to contain similar 
types of archaeological resources representing the subsequent period i n the 
second h a l f of the nineteenth century and the early twentieth century. 
Bassett's charcoal k i l n (4-1), constructed i n 1870, is a r e l a t i v e l y rare 
surviving a g r i c u l t u r a l and forest processing structure, and other features 
associated with i t s operation are l i k e l y to be present. 

In the second h a l f of the nineteenth century developments related to the 
important i n s t i t u t i o n a l , commercial, and road transportation related growth of 
the v i l l a g e are preserved i n three extant buildings: the former F i r s t 
Congregational Church (7-1), the former Parsonage (8-1), and the Blacksmith's 
House (13-1). Controlled testing and excavation can determine whether or not 
s t r u c t u r a l remains survive for the mid 19th century tavern/store and post 
o f f i c e which stood on the north side of the Common. These structures were 
torn down i n 1960 for the Holyoke Boys' Club main camp building. Structural 
remains of the F i r s t Hawley schoolhouse which stood at the intersection of 
East Hawley and Buckland Roads where the social h a l l now stands may also 
survive as well as remains of the blacksmith's shops and barns which stood on 
the east side of the common near the blacksmith's- home. Outbuildings 
including barns and occupational related features (trash p i t s , p r i v i e s , wells) 
may represent one of the rftore common h i s t o r i c archaeological survivals i n the 
d i s t r i c t . 

Structural remains of the 102 foot long barn ca. 1864-1865 which burned after 
1900 may survive to the rear of the Bassett house on Parcel 5. Other barns 
and sheds which may survive archaeologically include a l i n e of barns and sheds 
for horses and carriages which faced the church and a barn for the old tavern 
noted above. Numerous trash p i t s , p r i v i e s and wells also l i k e l y survive since 
none are i d e n t i f i e d with any existing or extant structures i n the d i s t r i c t . 

(end) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The East Hawley Center Historic D i s t r i c t retains i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, se t t i n g , materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. I t meets 
National Register of Historic Places C r i t e r i a A and C and C r i t e r i a 
consideration D, on the local l e v e l . The d i s t r i c t derives i t s significance 
from i t s d i s t i n c t i v e group of predominantly vernacular nineteenth-century 
buildings and t h e i r s e t t i n g which r e f l e c t the h i s t o r i c a l development and 
subsequent decline of t h i s r u r a l upland a g r i c u l t u r a l v i l l a g e center. 
I n i t i a t e d about 1810, these event patterns created and sustained t h i s small 
community as the primary focus of commercial, a g r i c u l t u r a l , p o l i t i c a l , and 
religious l i f e i n Hawley, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the period from about 1845 to about 
1870. The area's f e r t i l e , f l a t t e r r a i n drew s e t t l e r s seeking a g r i c u l t u r a l 
opportunities and may have determined the routes of local roads, which 
converged here by second quarter of the nineteenth century. Contained i n the 
d i s t r i c t are the well preserved simple houses and i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings 
associated with t h i s development and with individuals and families 
instrumental i n the h i s t o r y of the East Hawley area during i t s period of 
significance from ca. 1810 to 1930. 

The town of Hawley was f i r s t s e t t l e d as Plantation of Township #7 i n 1771, 
when sale of Township #7 was r a t i f i e d f o r the second time by the Great and 
General Court. I t was, with the exception of a small intrusion l e f t i n 
neighboring Ashfield, a classic western township, being square with six miles 
on a side. A large wedge-shaped portion comprising approximately one-quarter 
of the town, however, remained w i t h i n the H a t f i e l d Equivalent, granted to the 
citizens of H a t f i e l d i n 1743. While the proprietors of Township #7 i n 
Springfield began s e l l i n g rectangular 100-acre l o t s to new s e t t l e r s , mainly 
from eastern Massachusetts, but also from Connecticut, the H a t f i e l d citizens 
were also s e l l i n g long, narrow l o t s to other s e t t l e r s from eastern and central 
Massachusetts. 

Much of the land w i t h i n the East Hawley Center Historic D i s t r i c t was purchased 
by Col.-Edmund Longley, Sr. and his brother Joseph Longley. They acquired 
many of the narrow l o t s beginning i n 1781, u n t i l they owned the entire 
northern t i p of the Equivalent. Other early s e t t l e r s i n the area included 
Phineas Scott and Arthur Hitchcock whose farms are on the periphery of the 
d i s t r i c t . This area contains the best, most open and cultiv a b l e f l a t plateau 
land i n Hawley and is concentrated i n the southeastern part of town -
primarily i n old School D i s t r i c t #5 (East Hawley) and, to a lesser extent, i n 
D i s t r i c t #4 (Doane) immediately to the north. Here the land received more 
dependable and longer hours of sunlight than did the narrow, steep valleys of 
most of the other d i s t r i c t s i n Hawley. These natural amenities for 
agriculture were a major factor a t t r a c t i n g early settlement i n the area. 

The area which became the East Hawley School D i s t r i c t #5 was s p l i t evenly, 
from north to south, between the north part of the H a t f i e l d Equivalent on the 

(continued) 
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west and the Proprietors' lands on the east. From 1780 u n t i l 1803, a dispute 
over whether or not a l l or j u s t a part of the H a t f i e l d Equivalent would be 
detached and given to P l a i n f i e l d delayed the incorporation of Hawley u n t i l 
February 7, 1792. Finall y i n 1803, the Great and General Court transferred a 
one-mile-wide s t r i p from the southern boundary of Hawley to P l a i n f i e l d , 
establishing the Hawley town boundaries as they have remained to the present 
day. This action marked the s t a r t of East Hawley center's r i s e to prominence, 
and many new s e t t l e r s came i n large numbers to East Hawley aft e r that date. 

By 1800, Col. Edmund Longley, Sr. and Joseph Longley owned the two largest 
farms i n the predominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l town of Hawley. The farm products 
throughout the nineteenth century were most l i k e l y grains, a variety of other 
crops, and livestock. The Longley family became the leading local family 
u n t i l a f t e r the C i v i l War, dominating the town government positions of Town 
Clerk, Treasurer, and Representative i n General Court, as well as f i l l i n g the 
role of Selectman more times that any other family i n town i n that period. 
Edmund Longley, Sr.'s son, Luther Longley, b u i l t his homestead (Parcel 9-1) on 
the southern part of his father's large farm about 1810; i t is the oldest 
remaining building i n the d i s t r i c t and r e f l e c t s t r a d i t i o n a l domestic 
arch i t e c t u r a l preferences of the period i n t h i s r u r a l area. The Longleys also 
established one of the two taverns and stores on the o r i g i n a l Town Common, 
located 1.4 miles north of East Hawley Center, i n the 1790s and served as 
innkeeper, and then as the f i r s t postmaster i n town from 1817. 

When the f i r s t stagecoach route to pass through town began operation between 
Boston and Albany i n 1826, the Longleys were slow to respond to the challenge 
set by the Joy Tavern i n South Hawley, which became the f i r s t p r i n c i p a l 
stagecoach stop i n Hawley. By 1845, however, Calvin S. Longley had moved the 
Longley tavern, store, and post o f f i c e from the old Town Common (established 
1792, abandoned aft e r 1848) to the new "common" at the intersection of 
Buckland, East Hawley, and P l a i n f i e l d Roads i n East Hawley (building no longer 
extant. Parcel.10), where the Longleys and th e i r descendants remained the 
pr i n c i p a l innkeepers and postmasters u n t i l the turn of the century. Thus, 
East Hawleiy emerged as the leading stagecoach stop by 1850. The F i r s t 
Congregational Church (Parcel 7-1) and Parsonage (Parcel 8-1), both simple 
Greek Revival buildings, were erected shortly thereafter, and the cemetery 
(Parcel 1), and the blacksmith shop and house (Parcel 13-1) were relocated to 
East Hawley by 1855. The new "common" s i t e was never o f f i c i a l l y designated, 
as two other sites (West Hawley and Pudding Hollow) were also under 
consideration at mid-century, and no consensus on a preferred s i t e was reached. 

These developments propelled East Hawley to the status as the preeminent 
center of town, even though the location of the government Town House 
constructed i n 1848 was some distance away i n Pudding Hollow D i s t r i c t 
( D i s t r i c t #1). This period of East Hawley's greatest importance continued 

(continued) 
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u n t i l the C i v i l War and the termination of stagecoach service. The key 
buildings erected during t h i s period are accordingly self-consciously realized 
examples, although modest ones, of mid-nineteenth-century s t y l i s t i c trends. 

Notable among the second wave of s e t t l e r s i n the f i r s t decades of the 
nineteenth century was William Bassett who established a farm on the west edge 
of East Hawley by 1813. By 1870, his son, William 0. Bassett, had created the 
most successful farm i n Hawley, and the Bassett family had succeeded the 
Longleys i n the preeminent family role i n East Hawley. William 0. Bassett had 
expanded the family holdings to the intersection of P l a i n f i e l d , East Hawley, 
and Buckland Roads, taking over the old Edward Glover farm and most of the 
Luther Longley farm on the west side of the intersection. The charcoal k i l n 
was b u i l t for him by Albert Dyer of P l a i n f i e l d i n 1870 (Parcel 4-1), and he 
erected the I t a l i a n a t e vernacular house (Parcel 5-1) adjacent to the church i n 
1872. I n i t s 2 1/2-story scale and modest decorative d e t a i l i n g , the house 
served as a statement of Bassett's prosperity and community stature, i n 
contrast to other houses i n the neighborhood, although i t i s i n fact a f a i r l y 
simple dwelling. Portions of the Bassett farm remained i n potato production 
throughout the twentieth century to the present day. 

The decline of East Hawley towards the end of the nineteenth century reflected 
both national and local economic and demographic trends. The opening of the 
American West and the rapid i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n of urban areas permitted by 
steam and then e l e c t r i c power, which occurred i n the second two-thirds of the 
nineteenth century, caused continuous loss of population and economic 
v i a b i l i t y i n Hawley and other h i l l towns i n western Massachusetts. Young men 
and t h e i r families went west or to the c i t i e s to seek employment as the old 
water-powered sawmills and g r i s t m i l l s disappeared and as the a b i l i t y of the 
t r a d i t i o n a l small scale subsistence farms to compete with the products of 
farms on better s o i l s i n the west declined. The downturn effects i n East 
Hawley Center were amplified shortly before or during the C i v i l War when the 
stagecoach l i n e through Hawley stopped operation, being unable to compete with 
the new railroads which passed elsewhere through the town. Hawley's 
population had already been dropping since i t s peak of 1,089 i n 1820. 
Although exact figures are not known, i t i s estimated that approximately 16% 
of the population resided i n the East Hawley section. The down trend 
continued u n t i l 1930, by which time the population of the entire town had 
f a l l e n to only 220 inhabitants. On the local l e v e l , the establishment i n 1848 
of the Town House i n Pudding Hollow D i s t r i c t and the decline i n the role of 
the church eventually caused the Pudding Hollow section of town to overshadow 
East Hawley i n p o l i t i c a l and i n s t i t u t i o n a l dominance. 

By the early twentieth century, large parts of Hawley, including the western 
section of East Hawley, were actually depopulated, and abandoned farms 
reverted to forest. Even the largest, most modern farms succtombed to the 
depression of the 1920s and 1930s, and only a few subsistence farms and 

(continued) 
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l o g g i n g operations remained. The f o r e s t e d lands, i n c l u d i n g the Bassett 
charcoal k i l n , were purchased by the State t o be p a r t o f the State Forest by 
the 1940s. Commerce and i n s t i t u t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s also waned, w i t h the tavern, 
s t o r e , and post o f f i c e c l o s i n g by the 1930s, and the church and one-room 
school were discontinued by the 1950s. 

Since the 1950s, moderate growth has resumed i n the area. Changing 
technologies of produc t i o n and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n have allowed r e s i d e n t s to l i v e 
i n Hawley and commute t o nearby c i t i e s f o r employment, or t o e s t a b l i s h new 
small scale e n t e r p r i s e s i n the town, and new prop e r t y owners have come t o 
Hawley f o r r e t i r e m e n t or r e c r e a t i o n . Despite these trends, the East Hawley 
Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t has remained l a r g e l y i n t a c t as a small crossroads 
community. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

Since p a t t e r n s of p r e h i s t o r i c occupation i n Hawley are po o r l y understood, any 
s u r v i v i n g s i t e s would be s i g n i f i c a n t . S ites i n the area can be important by 
p r o v i d i n g data on upland i n t e r i o r s i t e s i n general and how they were 
i n f l u e n c e d by l a r g e r r e g i o n a l settlement/subsistence trends. S p e c i f i c a l l y , 
s i t e s i n t h i s area may c o n t a i n data which i n d i c a t e s i m i l a r i t i e s w i t h s i t e s to 
the west i n New York or t o the east and south along the Connecticut River 
drainage. 

H i s t o r i c a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains described above have the p o t e n t i a l f o r 
p r o v i d i n g d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and economic pat t e r n s 
t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d l i f e i n East Hawley as i t developed from s o l e l y 
a g r i c u l t u r a l s t a r t t o become the primary focus of commercial, a g r i c u l t u r a l , 
p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s l i f e i n Hawley. These remains can also provide 
i n f o r m a t i o n on East Hawley's decline as the stage coach routes collapsed and 
r a i l r o a d s grew i n other areas. S t r u c t u r a l remains of the tavern/post o f f i c e 
and school can_help r e c o n s t r u c t important c i v i c components of the d i s t r i c t 
w h i l e the blacksmith shop might provide data on technologies used on farms and 
i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . T e c h n o l o g i c a l l y r e l a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n may also survive from 
p r e s e n t l y u n i d e n t i f i e d features and/or s t r u c t u r e s r e l a t e d t o the charcoal k i l n 
s t i l l extant behind the Basset House. The remains of barns and sheds can be 
important through i d e n t i f y i n g which types were associated w i t h d i f f e r e n t 
c i v i c , r e l i g i o u s and r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s . Barns and sheds can also provide 
a r t i f a c t u r a l evidence p e r t a i n i n g to horse/carriage t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and farm 
implements when used f o r storage. Occupational r e l a t e d features have the 
p o t e n t i a l f o r p r o v i d i n g more d e t a i l e d informations p e r t a i n i n g t o i n d i v i d u a l s 
who l i v e d i n homes or t e m p o r a r i l y used s t r u c t u r e s such as taverns, churches 
and schools. This type of evidence can also shed l i g h t on the communities 
s p e c i f i c i n h a b i t a n t s as w e l l as groups of i n d i v i d u a l s . 

(continued) 
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PRESERVATION ACTIVITIES 

A number of e f f o r t s have been underway i n the coimnunity to realize the 
preservation of East Hawley Center, i t s natural environment, vernacular 
agrarian landscape, and h i s t o r i c buildings, structures, and sites. The 
acquisition by the Commonwealth of the Kenneth M. Dubuque State Forest lands 
i n the 1940s, which included the 1870 charcoal k i l n , was one of the ea r l i e s t 
actions i n protection of the landscape and t h i s important structure. Active 
local preservation a c t i v i t i e s were i n i t i a t e d i n the 1970s and focused on 
preservation of the former F i r s t Congregational Church and the "common". In 
1981, the Sons and Daughters of Hawley purchased the church and i n s t i t u t e d a 
program of s t a b i l i z a t i o n and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n which continues today. A current 
objective i s to obtain t i t l e or easement on s u f f i c i e n t adjacent land to allow 
the i n s t a l l a t i o n of plumbing and septic systems, which currently do not 
exist. Other plans involve the restoration and enhancement of the 
mid-nineteenth-century "common" which was f i r s t planted with trees i n 1869, 
and eventual relocation of the three Holyoke Boys Club buildings (10-A, 10-B, 
and 10-C) away from the "common" to property outside the d i s t r i c t , as well as 
removal of the t r a i l e r on Parcel 6. 

(end) 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

UTM Refereneces. (cont.) 

zone easting northing zone easting northing 
5) 18 674300 4714420 10) 18 674300 4714100 
6) 18 674300 4714340 11) 18 674080 4714040 
7) 18 674200 4714310 12) 18 674020 4714210 
8) 18 674210 4714180 13) 18 674000 4714500 
9) 18 674300 4714200 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries of the East Hawley Center Historic D i s t r i c t are shown on the 
accompanying map, largely conform to existing property l i n e s , and are as 
follows: 

South: Beginning at the southeast corner of the d i s t r i c t at the southeast 
corner of the East Hawley Cemetery l o t (Parcel 1, Franklin County Deeds, Book 
185:220, 5/1/1854) on Ashfield Road, the boundary runs westerly with the 
cemetery south l o t l i n e to the southwest corner of the cemetery on the east 
side of P l a i n f i e l d Road. I t continues straight across P l a i n f i e l d Road and 
then turns and runs southward along the west side of the road and the east 
side of the firehouse l o t (Parcel 2, FCD Book 1808:291, 8/14/1984) to the 
southeast corner of Parcel 2. I t then turns and runs westerly along the 
southern boundary lines of Parcel 2 and Parcel 3 (FCD Book 2285:321) to the 
southwest corner of Parcel 3, marking the southwest corner of the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t . 

West: The boundary then turns and runs northward along a stone wall which i s 
the western boundary of Parcel 3, and continues along the same stone wall 
conforming to a section of the west boundary of Parcel 5 (FCD Book 224:258, 
5/31/1988) to a point of intersection with a new-stone wall to the west, which 
marks the south edge of the parking l o t of the charcoal k i l n . Here the 
boundary turns and runs west along a l i n e of convenience through State Forest 
land, extending 120 feet along the new stone wall and edge of the parking l o t , 
which i s i n the State Forest, to the parking area entrance. Here i t turns and 
heads north, also on a l i n e of convenience, running 170 feet, u n t i l i t meets a 
southwest corner of Parcel 5. The lines of convenience encompass 
approximately one ha l f acre of State Forest land. The boundary continues 
northerly for approximately 775 feet i n a generally st r a i g h t course marked by 

(continued) 
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a stone wall and wire fence along the west l o t l i n e of Parcel 5 (FCD Book 
1788:260, 5/3/1984), the west l o t l i n e of Parcel 6 (FCD Book 1324:261 and Plan 
Book 35:66-67), the west l o t l i n e of Parcel 8 (FCD Book 1743:42, 7/15/1983), 
and the west l o t l i n e of Parcel 9 (FCD Book 1059:334, 7/22/1957) to the corner 
of a stone wall at a point where the west l o t l i n e of Parcel 9 turns and heads 
west. This point coincides with the northeast corner of the adjacent l o t 
(outside the d i s t r i c t ) to the west which p a r t i a l l y or f u l l y abuts the west l o t 
lines of Parcels 5, 6, 8, and 9. 

North: The boundary then turns and runs easterly on a l i n e of convenience 
drawn st r a i g h t through Parcel 9 to East Hawley Road, then across East Hawley 
Road to the northwest corner of Parcel 11. I t continues east along the north 
l o t l i n e of Parcel 11 for 95 feet, marked by a stone w a l l , to the northeast 
corner of Parcel 11 (FCD Book 1212:489). 

East: The boundary then turns and runs south along the east l o t l i n e of 
Parcel 11 for 125 feet, marked by a stone w a l l , to a point where the east l o t 
l i n e of Parcel 11 meets the north l o t l i n e of Parcel 10. Here the boundary 
turns and runs east along the north l o t l i n e of Parcel 10 marked by a stone 
wall (FCD Book 1082:318, 12/30/1958) to Buckland Road. The boundary turns and 
runs southwest along the northern side of Buckland Road to a point opposite 
the end of a stone wall conforming to the boundary of Parcel 12 on the 
southern side of Buckland Road. Here the boundary turns and runs southeast 
across Buckland Road and along the stone wall and northern boundary of Parcel 
12 (the b a l l f i e l d parcel of the Holyoke Boys Club property) i n a 
southeasterly d i r e c t i o n about 50 feet, turns and continues i n an easterly 
d i r e c t i o n about 125 feet to a corner of the stone wall. At the corner, the 
boundary turns and runs south about 190 feet along the east l o t l i n e of Parcel 
12, marked by a stone w a l l , to the southeast corner of the b a l l f i e l d l o t . 
The i s also a northeast corner of the adjacent property to the south (FCD Book 
1184:70, 7/30/1965), of which about one ha l f acre i n the north part is defined 
as Parcel 13. .Here, the d i s t r i c t boundary turns and runs on a l i n e of 
convenience southwest for approximately 475 feet defining the southern l i n e of 
Parcel 13 to P l a i n f i e l d Road. The boundary then turns and runs south along 
the east side of P l a i n f i e l d Road to a pi n t where i t meets the northwest corner 
of the cemetery l o t . Here, the boundary turns and follows the north and east 
l o t lines of the cemetery (FCD Book 185:220, 5/1/1854), marked by stone walls, 
to the point of beginning. 

(continued) 
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Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundaries of the East Hawley Center Historic D i s t r i c t are drawn to 
encompass the h i s t o r i c buildings, structures, s i t e s , and objects which form 
the framework of the h i s t o r i c crossroads hamlet and the associated and 
adjacent open and forested lands which r e f l e c t h i s t o r i c land use patterns. 
For the most part, the boundaries follow h i s t o r i c and present-day ownership 
l o t lines. Exceptions to t h i s general rule, where lines of convenience are 
drawn, are designed to include h i s t o r i c a l l y and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
buildings and structures and t h e i r setting and to exclude lands which form 
visual barriers or possess changes i n character. 

(end) 
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 

East Hawley Center Historic D i s t r i c t 
Hawley, 
Franklin County, Massachusetts 

Photographer: Harrison Parker (photos 1 thru 6); Unknown (photos 7,8) 
Date: January 1991 (photos 1 thru 6); 1965 (photos 7,8) 
Location of negatives: c/o Harrison Parker 

Singing Brook Farm 
Hawley, MA 01339 

1. View looking south, showing (L to R): Luther Longley Barn (9-2), Luther 
Longley House (9-1), Church (7-1), Parsonage (8-1), W.O. Bassett House 
(5-1), and workshop/garage (8-A). 

2. East Hawley Church (7-1) and Parsonage (8-1), looking west. 

3. William 0. Bassett House (5-1), looking northwest. 

4. Charcoal K i l n (4-1). 

5. East Hawley Cemetery, (Parcel 1) looking northeast. 

6. Blacksmith's House (13-1), looking east. 

7. Aerial view looking northeast of intersection of East Hawley, P l a i n f i e l d , 
and Buckland Roads. Top of image (L to R): Social Hall (11-1), Holyoke 
Boys Club Buildings ((10-A, lO-B, 10-C). Bottom of image (L to R): Luther 
Longley House (9-1), Parsonage (8-1), and Church (7-1). 

8. Aerial view looking southeast of intersection of East Hawley, P l a i n f i e l d , 
and Buckland Roads. Top of image (L to R): Social Hall (11-1), Holyoke 
Boys Club Buildings ((10-A, 10-B, 10-C). Bottom of image (L to R): 
Longley Barn (9-2), Luther Longley House (9-1), Parsonage (8-1), 
workshop/garage (8-A), and Church (7-1). 
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Carol Shull 
National Register of Hist o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination form: 

East Hawley Center Historic D i s t r i c t , Hawley (Franklin County), Massachusetts. 

The nomination was voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were n o t i f i e d of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Harrison Parker, Chairman, Hawley H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Gregory Cox, Chairman, Hawley Board of Selectmen 
V i r g i n i a Adams, Public Archaeology Lab., Inc. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 




