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1. Name of Property
historic name HiinnpwpH F.«;rarf>c HAcM»T-Mr-  district
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Washington Strepr and Pond RoaH N “jij not for publication

City, town We lies ley N  Vicinity

state Massachusetts code 025 county Norfolk code 021 zip code 09181

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[x] private I Ibuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| I public-local fx| district 29 7  buildings
| I public-State | Isite sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure 2 1  structures
| Iobject objects
54N 8 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
UIA listed in the National Register )

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
LAJ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
'n my opinion, tha property E meets CUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official A Date
Executive Director, lifassachusetts Historical Commission;

State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Paric Service Certification

I, thereby, certify that this property is:

p'tentered in the National Register. N Entered in tho
| 1See continuation sheet.

| I determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.

| 1determined not eligible for the
National Register.

| Iremoved from the National Register.
| Iother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or | Hunnewell Estates Historic District, Wellesley, Massachusetts

Higoric Functions (enter categories from indructions)
Domestic/single dwellinR

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Colonia - Poganedievd Eiiglish (Nev England Colonial)

late Victorian - Renaissance Gothic; Quesn Ame
Late 19th & 20th c. Itevivals- Colonid Kevival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The tLumewel | Estates Histozic Distxict

devel oped by Hazatio Hollis Hunnewel |

owned by hi s descendants. The distzict

Curent Functions (enter categories from ingructions)
Domestic/single dwelling

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

founddion stone- granite

wadls wood- weatherboard
stone

roof slate

other.

I S a gzoup of zesidences and estates
(1810-1902) and still substentially
I slocated i nthe southwestezn pazt of

the town of Wellesley, Nozfolk Gounty, and two of thepzopeiities extend into

Natick, Mddlesex County, Massachusetts,

totalling 387 aczes. |t occupies a

genezal ly level azea between the Chazles Rivez and Lake Vdban, zising

gzadual ly to thenozth to pzoduce cui el evati onof 75 feet along Lake M aban.

The nozthwest coznez, pazticulaxly that pazt of thedistzict inNatick,
includes thehigh land of an eskez. It isbisectedby the Sudbuzy Rivez
Aquaduct. The distzict lies on both sides of Washi ngton Stzeet (Route 16) and
on both sides of the southezn poztion of Pond Road. |t i s boi nded on the west

by Natick, except as pzeviously noted
Col I ege and by Lei ke Vdban, on t he east
on the south by the Chazles Rivez.

The pzopezties on the Hunnewel | estat«# fall

on thenozth by pzopezty of Wellesley
by pzopezty of Wellesley College; and

into fouz genezal categozies: 1)

buildings on thesite that weze puzchased by nonbezs of the Wlles fam |y and
by Hozatio Hollis Hunnewel I, 2) buildings and stzuctuzes associ atedwi th M.
Hunnewel | 's estate "Wellesley,” 3) buildings and stzuctuzeshbuilt byMe.
Hunnewel | foz hi s childzen, and 4) buil dings and stzuct uzes added by
subsequent descendcints. The zzinge of peziod and style of the Hunnewel |
Estates i s a zesult of this accinulative pzocess. The houses that pze-date
M. Hunnewel |'s ownership aze eighteenth-centuzy indate, and foz the nost
pazt zepzesent  exanples of |azge New England Col oni al houses that have
undezgone expansion and zenovation duzing theiz long histozies. Those built

byMez. liinnewell i nthemd-19th-centuzy

illustrate his know edge of, and

pazticipation in, the devel opnent of pictuzesque eclecticism Hi spazticulaz
taste was for Italisinate and Gothic styles within this novenent, and he wozked
in close association with pzomnant peziod azchitects Azthuz Glnzui and
Gzidley J. F. Bzyant, aswell as advocational |andscape azchitect Henzy

Wnt hzop Sazgent, associate of Andzew Jackson Downi ng. Wen sel ecting
azchitects foz his childzen' s hones, simlazly well-known figures i nthe New
Engl and devel oprent of t he Queen Anne style, Heiuy Van Brundt and John H

Stuzgis, weze enpl oyed.

PHSee continuation sheet
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Later buildings are the vork of M. Hunnewell's son, Henry Sargent Hunnewell,
and his partner George Russell Shaw In the years from M. Hunnewell's death
to the end of the period of significance, work continued on the estates
including the replacement of one house, remodeling of another, and the
addition of a small nunber of outbuildings.

Intrusions to the Hunnewel| Estates are unobtrusive and small in nunber. Tw
houses, one with a guesthouse, were added to the property. |In addition,
outbuil dings were occasionally added to the existing houses. The district
includes the following contributing elements: 29 buildings, 22 structures, and
3 sites. There are, also, 7 noncontributingbuildings and 1noncontributing
structure. The Hunnewel| Estate's buildings are generally in good condition
and wel | - mai nt ai ned.

The historic core of the Hunnewel| Estates is the Welles-Richardson House, 891
Washi ngton Street, purchased by Sanuel Welles in 1763, and expanded
significantly in 1826 by John Welles. Presently the main blocl< of the house
is a2 1/2-story gable blocl® with a five bay symmetrical facade, and a three

bay lateral ell. John Welles purchased the Welles-Kinmball House, 901
Washington Street, in 1814, The house was built ca. 1765 and underwent
moderni zation during the nineteentn century. Itisnow atw story hipped
block with a rear hipped addition, a three bay facade with a side entry,and
bracketed cornice. Itslarge ganbrel-roofed barn dates to 1884, and it is
still operated as a farm the last inWellesley. John Welles next purchased

the Dr. Isaac Morrill House at 863 Washington Street, in 1836. This house was
built ca. 1775, and underwent extensive renmodelings while owned by Wlles and

Hunnewel | . | t began as a New England Saltbox house, but was noved back from
the road in 1840, and in 1852, underwent a Gothic transformationthrough the
addition of facade gables and central dorner over the entrance.. In 1891, a
large new ell and porch were added, designed by Shaw and Hunnewel!l in a

Classical Revival node. At the sane time a barn was added.

The conceptual core of the estates, however, is "Wellesley,' the house bhuilt
in 1851, by Horatio Hollis Hunnewell, with it sassociated secondary buildings
and gardens, at 845 Washington Street, VWhile living during the sumrers here
at his father-in-law s estate, Hunnewel| developed a taste for country living
and |andscape design that would continue through his long life.  The

Renai ssance Revival design is the work of Arthur Glman. The main block of
the house is a three story hip block with a bowed central entry bay and

bal ustrade screening the roof dormers. Further ornament is focused at the
lonic portico, first floor entablaturew ndow heads, string courses between

continued
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the first and second floors, and bracketed cornice. The interior isdivided
by a broad through passage with two |arge roons on either side. A secondary
ell is located on the west, also enploying a hip roof and roof balustrade but

with simpler ornanment. G the east side, a conservatory designed by Gridley
J. F Bryant was added in 1866. This building is primarily of glass with
lonic colums supporting itscornice and hip roof.

The house is reached by a long sem -circular drive through the wi de, open |awn
that stretched between the house and Washington Street. Hunnewell himself
designed a small Gardener's House, 855 Washington Street, near the western end
of the estate, in 1855. | tis a smll gable roofed structure with gray slate
wal | cover, three bay center entry facade, and hipped dormer over the entry.
Lodges, also designed by Bryant, were added at each end of the drive in 1865
and 1866. The earlier Upper Lodge, 849 WAshington Street is closely related
to "Wellesley" in design, a small two-story hip block with a three-bay center
entry facade, bracketed cornice, and round-headed dorners. The Lower Lodge,
811 Washington Street, represents a significant departure, a Gothic,

picturesque cottage. Itis also tw stories inheight with roof dorners,
constructed of brick on the first floor and frame above, with ornanental
stickwork. These were also used as housing for estate gardeners. In 1882,

Hunnewel | purchased the Capt. Aaron Smith House, 745 Washington Street,
located at the eastern end of "Wellesley"'s grounds. Built ca. 1755 the
house i s associated with the Smith famly,, area |andholders since the 1660's,
and with a Revolutionary Wr soldier. Originally a Nw England center chimey
sal tbox, the house was raised to two full stories inthe rear during the
nineteenth century but retains nuch of itsoriginal interior finish.

O the lakefront of his house, Hunnewell laid out a French Parterre, but this
is no longer extant. To the east, however, his Italian Garden, begun in 1850,
and a rustic summer house remain. The garden i s an exceptional survival,
consisting of seven tiers of topiary, the earliest exanples to so enploy
Anerican species. At the top of the garden, Hunnewel|l added a pavilion in
1890, designed by his son's firm Shaw and Hunnewell, in the Classical Revival
style. Further to the east is the Pinetum a nine-acre collection of conifers
nunbering about 250, from throughout the world, dating to 1866.  Nearby
Hunnewel | |ater added Rhododendron (1876) and Azalea (1879) Gardens. To the
west of the house were clustered the service outbuildings supporting the
estate, including numerous greenhouses, icehouse, punphouse, toolhouse,
stable, and garage.

continued
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Beginning in the 1870s, Hunnewel| began to add to the residences on his
hol di ngs, through constructionas well as the acquisition described above. In
1871, he built the house known as "The Cottage," 848 Washington Street,
designed by John H Sturgis, an exceptional early exanple of the Queen Anne
style. The house conforns to the style's hallmarks of irregular massing
reflecting interior open planning, domnated by intersecting high gabled
blocks. |tsmaterials and ornament produce wall surface variety, enmploying a
stone first floor, with clapboard in the second, and vertical boarding in the
the third story. The porch, walls, and bargeboards are ornanmented with

el aborate stickwork. MNw a sheep farm the property has associated
outbuildings, including sheep sheds, a barn, and a garage. The Walter
Hunnewel | House, 37 Pond Road, dates to 1875. Designed by Henry Van Brunt,
this frame Queen Anne house i s conposed of intersecting gable blocks with
mansard-roofed towers. A 1900 renodeling and addition are attributed to
Stanford Wiite. In 1877, Hunnewell's son Hollis purchased a house and
property that was incorporatedinto the estate. The Souchard House, 62 Pond
Road, was hbuilt in 1856, by Hunnewell's cousin and her husband, the French
consul to Boston. The Italianate house i s conposed of intersecting hip roofed
bl ocks, two stories inheight.

Beginning in 1883, Hunnewel| enployed his son's firm Shaw and Hunnewell, to
design new buildings for his estate. "Hill Hurst" was built in 1883, a
three-story brick Queen Anne design. |tslong primary ganbrel block is broken
by hip roofed projecting bays, and accented by a three-story conical roofed
tower on the west and a pair of two story towers on the east. The property
formerly included extensive kennels (1892- ca. 1960), an exceptionally early
squash court (ca. 1890- ca. 1950), and a conservatory (1904-1938). "The
Caks," 866 Washington Street, was built in 1892 to replace the 1872 house of
the sane nane. Also, originally a Queen Anne design, the house was
extensively altered in 1937. A fourth story and wing were renoved, and the
present stucco building presents an asymmetrical facade with entry into the
front projection of a hip-roofed L-shaped block with gabled projecting bays to
the east and additional hipped wings to the west. The large building is

simply ornamented with a fanlit entry and plain w ndow surrounds. "The
Pines," 828 Washington Street, was built in 1894 to replace the 1891 house of
the sanme nane. |tsCeorgian Revival design represents a significant shift in

Shaw and Hunnewel | 's designs for the estate. The primary hip-roofed block
presents a three-part facade divided by lonic pilasters. The central entry is
covered by a Tuscan portico, with a palladian wi ndow above in a rusticated
recess. Secondary ells are added to the east, and two-story porches to the
south and west. Purchased in 1970, i tnow serves as the Center for Research
on Vonen at Wellesley College.

conti nued
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A small nunber of buildings inthe district date to the period after
Hunnewel | 's death in 1902. These were undertaken during the 1930s, as were
the alterations to "The Caks," described above. "The Cedars," 110 Pond Road,
built first in 1888, was replaced, retaining only elements of itsentry inits
new Colonial Revival design by Frank Sewall QOnen (1894-1962). The hip-roofed
brick primary block enploys a pedimented central bay and recessed
entryscreened by a semi-circular Tuscan portico, and secondary hip-roofed

ell. In 1938, The Wnn House, 99 Pond Road, was noved to the estate, from
Burlington, Massachusetts. Built ca. 1730, it remmined in the famly until
VWrld Wr | when i twas expanded and made a multifamily dwelling. Currently
the large primary block has a gable on hip roof, double interior chinmmeys, and
two lateral secondary additions. |tsthree bay, center entry facade with
bowed bay windows on the first floor. -

Archaeol ogy

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, i tis

highly probable that significant sites are present. Several sites have been
reported in the imrediate area. Mreover, the location of the property

bet ween | ake WAban and the Charles River is one which would have been r
extremely attractive to prehistoric people. Although the extensive gardening

and |andscaping of the 19th and 20th centuries nay have destroyed sone sites,

the overall potential for sites remains high. Surviving sites would be

significant in helping to reconstruct the patterns of prehistoric occupation

in the upper Charles drainage.

There is also a high potential for historic archaeological sites on the

property. Evidence of md-17th-century settlement related to the Praying

Indian town in nearby (South) Natick or the native sawm |l on VAban Brook nay

be present. By the late-17th century, i tis likely that individual native

fam lies lived on farmsteads throughout this area. A 1730 nap indicates at

| east a dozen such fam ly lots within the current property boundaries.

Archaeol ogical testing and analysis can also assist in documenting the

sequence of construction for the house and gardens as well as their subsequent
modi fication. Occupation features (wells, privies, trash pits) are likely to .
be present and woul d have a significant potential for detailing the social,
cultural, and economic characteristicsof the affluent during the third

quarter of the 19th century. ; N



8. Statement of Significance Himnpu”n R«™"»Q HYQY.TNr- niQ~ Nir-~,
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Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| Inationally O statewide H locally
Applicable National Register Criteria  [XIA | IB [XIC | lo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A | IB I Ilc | lo | IE | IF | |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1763-1938 1851. 1871.
Social History 1883. 1892.
1894. 1930.
1938

Significant Person
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

R Clipson Sturgis

Arthur G | man

Henry S Hunnewel |

George RUSSPII . Shaw

Architect/Builder
Gridley J.F. Bryant
John H Sturgis
Henry Van Brundt

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Hunnewel | Estates Histozic Distzict

is awell-pzesezved gzoup of

ei ghteent h- and ni net eenth-centuzy r~v*ences assenbl ed by nent>ei s of t he

Welles andliinnewell famlies

(1764-1855) and hi s son-in-law, Hozatio Hollis Hunnewel |
the nineteenth century, when the area was a popul ar
The azchitectuze of the district

hones of weal t hy Bostoni ans.

The properties were purchased by John Velles

(1810-1902), duzing
| ocation foz the summer
i ncl udes

exanpl es of New England Cjolonial, and a range of picturesque eclectic and

historic revival
The Hunnewel |
settir?,

designs, nmany the work of well-known Boston azea designezs.
Estates Historic Distzict zetains integrity of location, design,
association, materials, wozkmanship and feeling and meets czitezia A

level .

and C of the National Registez of Histozic Places at thelocal

Histozically the district was pazt of thetown of Dedham gzanted in 1635 and
containing neazly 200 squaze m|es extending t othe Rhode Island border. In
1651 Dedhamceded 2000 aczes t othe Massachusetts Bay (Golony t oestablish a
village foz GhzistianNative Americans undez t heleadezship of mssionazy Rev.
John Elliot. The settlement, known as Natick, extended thzough the azea that
now constitutes the distzict, iliustzated on a plan of Indian |ands at Saw

Mi Il pond, now Lake Véban, dzawn in 1730. Al though Natick included about 145
individuals in 1874, Englishmen weze included anong muni ci pal officers by

1734, and Native Anericans were amnority by 1764. Tlie area was incozpozated
as atow in178l. 1 n1797, the area including tiiis district was tzansferzed
fromNatick tothetow of Needham its neighbor tothe east that had
separated fromDedhamin 1711. The area was part of the Vst Precinct of
that town, but because of the proximty of the village of South Natick this
area was often known as South Natick. | n1881, after many years of conflict,
the Vst Precinct was incorporatedas Wllesley, acknow edging t he

preem nance of Hunnewel | and hi s estate.

fx] See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References Hunnewell

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
I previously listed in the National Register

I designated a National Historic Landmark

I recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

_ - = =

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 387 acres

UTM References

ALLJ J L J L
Zone Easting Northing

cLU I 11 I

Verbal Boundary Description

Seée assessors nmap

Boundary Justification

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite Charles Thomas (Wellesley Historiral

organization Massachusetts Historical
street & number 80 Boylston Street
city or town Boston

| previously determined eligible by the National Register

Commission

Estates Historic District, Wellesley,

[x1 See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

[x~I State historic preservation office

| I Other State agency

| | Federal agency

| I Local government

| 1 University

» other

Specify repository:
Massachusetts Historiral

B J
Zone  Easting
oL~” [

Northing

5n See continuation sheet

| | See continuation sheet

FylSee continuation sheet

Cnmimgginn) wit*h riaiT-f.
date August 1987
telephone (617) 727-8470
state Massachusetts

Massachus'e'tts

CommiRsinn

nompcay (MHC)

zip code 02116
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The Hunnewel | Estates Historic District is located on the Naticl< Path, a
Native American trail that was laid out as Sherborn Wy, in 1671, and |ed from
Newt on to Sherborn. Pond Road provided a route from a sawm || |ocated at the
north end of Lalce Vban to the nmeetinghouse in South Naticl?. ~As the Naticit
Native American settlement dissolved, their fertile farm ands between the
Charles River and Lake VWban were purchased by colonials. e of these,

Jonat han Richardson, sold his house, now 891 Washington Street, in 1763 to
Sarmuel Welles, a Boston financier who established the core of these estates.

The first of this extended family to purchase land in the district, Samuel was
born in 1725, ol dest son of Rev. Samuel (1689-1770) and Hannah Arnold Welles.
At age twenty-eight, he purchased a house and sixty-three acres from Jonathan
Ri chardson. H married Isabella Pratt nine years later and together they had
three daughters and three sons. Their ol dest daughter Abigail (1776-1844)
married John Welles (1764-1855), her first cousin (son of her father's
brother). Sanuel (1778-1841) married Adeline Fow e in 1816, Hannah
(1779-1841) married Henry Sargent in 1807, Benjamn (1781-1860) married
Mehitable Stoddard Summer and [ater Susan Codrman. Arnold (1786-1845) never
married, and |sabella died young. Wen Samuel Sr. died in 1799 the property
was inherited by Arnold, and the bachelor welconed during the sunmer the
families of his sisters, and added substantially to the house. There was some
di sappointment, therefore, when the property passed to Benjamn, and in 1854
out of the family.

John Welles had apparently developed an affection for the area, for in 1814,
he bought the Kimball Farmand, in 1836, the Dr. Issac Morrill House. John
was a wealthy Boston merchant who conducted his Paris business with his first
cousin and brother-in-law Samuel as Welles and Conpany . H was also active
in the Massachusetts Agricultural Society, and owned farns in Dorchester as
well as South Naticit. John and Abigail had ten children but five of them died
as children. The two ol dest daughters Susan and Jane, and the youngest son
Benj amin, never married. John began to expand the Morrill House in 1852 and
lived there during the summers. His daughters joined him there, and continued
to summer there until their deaths.

John Welles' daughter Isabella Pratt Welles (1812-1888) is nmost closely
associated with the Hunnewell Estates. In 1836, she married Horatio Hollis
Hunnewel I (1810-1902), an associate of both her father and her uncle in
Paris. H H Hunnewell was born in Watertown, Massachusetts, son of Dr.
Walter and Susannah (Cooke) Hunnewell. In his youth he went to Paris to work

continued
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for Welles & Go., and for Samuel Welles, who had married his mother's first
cousin, Adeline Fowe. H married Sanuel's niece and becane a partner inthe
firm 1n 1837, however, the financial crisis forced the closing of Welles &
®., and M. and Ms. Hunnewell returned to the Boston area

Through the beneficence of Isabella's father, Hunnewell's business reversals
were cushioned. During the winters they lived i n Boston with John and Abigai
Welles at 9 Surmer Street, and later at Wnthrop Place and M. Vernon Street
and spent their summers at the Morrill House i n South Natick (Wellesley)
Hunnewel | remained active in banking circles, as an incorporator and director
of the Webster Bank of Boston, as Vice President of the Provident Institution
for Savings between 1861-1902, and as founder of the brokerage firm H H
Hunnewel I and Son i n 1860, specializing inforeign exchange. H was also
involved in devel opment of the national railway system Hunnewell served as
Vice-President and Director of the Mchigan Central Railroad (1856-1876), and
Director of the Illinois Central Railroad (1863-1871), as well as the Od

Col ony, Detroit and Lansing Northern, and the Chicago and West M chi gan
Railroads. H was a builder of the Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Menphis

Rai lroad, and served as the Chairman of its Board of Directors until 1901
After 1875, he invested i n Boston real estate. |In 1881, he donated land and a
library tothe newy incorporated town of Wellesley, and two years later the
town hall was added, inrecognition of the honor tothe Welles famly (NR
1976). From Isabella's father, Hunnewell acquired, through gift, the Morril
House i n 1846, and by inheritance, the Kimball Farm i n 1855.

During hi s sunmers at South Natick, Hunnewell's ideas of country life
gradual Iy enlarged, and beginning inthe early 1840s, he began to | andscape
the area that would become the core of the district. The process was
docurmented by Henry W nthrop Sargent inhis Supplement to the sixth edition of
Andrew Jackson Downi ng' s Landscape Gardening. Sargent was |sabella Welles
Hunnewel | 's cousin (their mothers were sisters), and oldest son of the painter
Henry Sargent. At the time Hunnewell began hi s project, the property anounted
to 200 acres fromwhich he selected a flat, sandy, arid plain of forty acres
as the focus of his inmprovement. H inported a variety of trees from England
started a nursery, cut down the existing trees and shrubs, and cultivated and
inproved the soil. He laid out the avenues first, using Hi malayan or Bhutan
pines and magnolias and evergreen shrubs, including rhododendrons, against
Norway spruces on the east, and wnite pine and larch in double rows on the
west. The nursery and neighboring properties provided specinmens, and a series
of greenhouses were constructed for propagation and experimentation. From
these Hunnewel | woul d devel op a group of unusual gardens on the Estates

continued
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Before t he house Hunnewel|l 1aid out a simple lawn running to Washington
Street. Behi nd t he house andt ot he east were the nore formal gardens, the

French Parterre or Architectural Garden, including stone fences, urnsand
fountains, anda nore informal English-style garden with a rustic

sumrer house. Nearby were the vegetable, fruit, andflower cutting gardens.
Hunnewel | built andrebuilt his greenhouse over time, but the earliest

included the Grapery (1852), a tropical house (1857), andhouse for orchids . -
(1867).

The Estate's nost famous garden, the Italian or Topiary Garden, was begun i n
1854. This garden i s conposed of seven tiers rising seventy-five feet above
Lake Vaban, andwas the first inthe county t outilize ornamentally clipped
shrubs andtrees. Fearing that the English yewcould not survive New Engl and
winter, Hunnewel|l was the first toclip the native white pine, aswell as the
European larch, beeches, juniper, andhenl ock, nunbering as many as 250
trees. The garden was conceived after avisit t oElvaston Castle, in England,
in the 1840s, and a gondol a and gondolier from Venice conpleted the scene.
Henry W nt hrop Sargent conmmented that "the topiary quite leads usto believe
we are onthe Lake of Gno" (Leighton 1987 : 265).

Hunnewel | al so experimented extensively with plants andtrees, andnany of his
gardens illustrate his success with new and unusual species. The Pinetumi s
the result of his "aimto plant every conifer, native or foreign, that will be
sufficiently hardy t othrive inour cold New England climate" (Life, Letters,
and Diary of H H Hunnewell Vol. I'Il, p. 52). Thenine-acre evergreen garden
contained 258tree varieties. Rhododendrons were of interest to him
particularly the effects of winter cold and summer drought on individual
varieties. He protected tender plants under a large latticework tent. In
1873, he founded the Boston Gmon G eat Rhododendron Show His work with
azal eas paralleled this, anda spring show at the estate utilized a protective
tent with aniron framework. Hunnewell was an active nenber of t he
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, andhis efforts at "Wellesley* and i n
advancing floriculture were well known t othe professional commnity. Kinsman
Charl es Sprague Sargent, first director of the Arnold Arboretum was a
frequent visitor, andFrederick LawO nsted visited in 1882.

VWhile Hunnewell andhis estate gardeners planned the | andscape, Hunnewel |
commonly enployed professional architects when he built houses. Arthur Gl mn
(1821-1882) was the designer of "Wellesley", the stylish house built in 1851

continued
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and naned for the Welles famly. Glman was associated with the novenent away
from Greek precedents in design, and his review of Edward Shaw s Rural
Architecture, in 1844, ws an early advocation of eclecticism in design. ke
worked in the large architectural office of Gridley J. F Bryant (1816-1899)
and i s best known for his work on the Arlington Street Church (1860, N 1973)
and Boston City Hall (1861-1865, MR 1970) before continuing his career in Nw
York. Hunnewell was also a patron of Bryant, who designed his |odges and
conservatory in forms harmonizing with picturesque eclecticism  Apprenticed
to Alexander Parris, Bryant started his owm practice in 1837, and it grew to
be the city's largest. Hs best known conmmissions include the City Hall,
Boston City Hospital (1861), and Horticultural Hall (1865 M 1975), all in
the Second Enpire style, and the State Street Block (1856) and Mercantile
Wharf (1857) using granite pier construction and rough hamrered granite in
what is known locally as the Boston Granite style.

During the last third of the nineteenth century, Hunnewell turned from the
design and construction of his estate to providing summer homes for his
maturing famly. H and Isabella had six sons and three daughters, between
1836 and 1854, one of whomdied in infancy. During the late 1860s through the
early 1880s, the children married and began families, apparently pronpting

Hunnewel | to add new residences and establish a famly conpound. In 1872, he
purchased the Welles-Richardson house, whicn had been out of fam |y hands
since 1854, In 1877, his son Hollis purchased the Souchard House, built in
1856 by a kinsman of Hunnewell Sr.'s nmother. In 1882, Hunnewel|l purchased the

Capt. Smith house, constructed ca. 1755 and located in tne eastern portion of
the district, for additional staff housing, in this case for the head gardener.

Tne majority of the additions were new construction, however. In 1871,
Hunnewel | had John Hubbard Sturgis (1834-1888) design a Queen Anne-style house
known as "The Cottage." Son of China trader Russell Sturgis, his brother,

Russel | Jr. had married Susan Codman Welles, Ms. Hunnewell's cousin (daughter
of Benjamin Welles and his second wife), in 1856. John Sturgis joined the
GCridley J. F Bryant's architectural firm in the md-1850s, and |ater
practiced with Charles Brigham In 1869, he designed a High Victorian Gothic
house on Dartmouth Street, in the new and fashionable Back Bay, as the
Hunnewel | winter residence. Hs business and family ties brought him often to
London, and he was exceptionally know edgeable about architectural design
there. H is best known for his design, in partnership with Cnarles Bi ngham
for the Miseum of Fine Arts (built in 1870; now denolished) and the Church of

continued
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the Advent (1876-1888, MR 1966) i n Boston. Sturgis' nephew R Clipson Sturgis
designed a caretaker's house for "The Caks" in 1901. In 1871, the first house
known as "The Qaks" was constructed, its designer and appearance are currently
unknown, it which burned in 1891. In 1875, Hunnewell hired Henry Van Brundt
(1832-1902) to design the Walter Hunnewell House, also a Queen Anne-style
house. After finishing Harvard College, Van Brundt studied in Nw York with
Richard Morris Hunt, and in 1863, formed a partnership with WIlliam Robert
Ware. They are best known as architects of Menorial Hall in Canbridge
(1865-71, conpleted 1878, MR 1970), as well as several other halls for Harvard
University.

Beginning in the 1880s, Hunnewell turned to his youngest son's architectural
firm for designs. Henry Sargent Hunnewell was born in 1854, graduated from
Harvard Col |l ege i n 1875, attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in
1875- 1876, and the Ecole National e et Special des Beaux Arts in 1877-1879,
where he won first prize for his design for an opera house. After two years
he returned to Boston to begin his career inpartnership with George Russell
Shaw (1848-1937). Shaw had earlier been inpractice with his brother Robert
Could Shaw (1850-1931), who in 1875, had married Isabella Pratt Hunnewell,
Henry's sister. Robert had studied at the Royal Polytechnic School in Minich,
CGermany, but abandoned the profession to manage estates, including this one of
his father-in-law. George then joined Henry in a partnership that would Iast
for thirty years. They designed five houses, a house addition, and a pavilion

for the estates. The first of these was "Hillhurst," in 1883, for Hollis Jr.,
a large, brick Queen Anne residence. |In 1888, Henry S Hunnewell designed
"The Cedars" for himself. | twas dismantledafter his death so little
information i s available about the design. The 1891, "The Pines" was designed
for Robert and Isabella Shaw it burned and was rebuilt in 1894, a l|arge
Ceorgian Revival hone. Also, in 1891, they designed the addition to the
Morrill House ina simlar ornamental vocabulary. [In 1892, they designed the

originally Queen Anne style "Qaks" replacing the burned building of that nane.

In this way, by 1894, Hunnewel| had established a fam |y conpound of seventeen
resi dences and over 500 acres. Several of his children and their famles he

thus gathered around him for the sunmer nonths. His oldest son Hollis diedin
1884, but his wife, Louise Bronson, and their two children continuedto visit
"Hillhurst". Second son Francis cane to "Tne Cottage" with his second wife

Gertrude G Sturgis, daughter of its architect. Third son Walter came to the
house of his nane with his wife Jane Appleton Peele and their seven children.

N S V., . continued
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Arthur and Jane Hubbard Boit built "The Caks" just after their marriage, and
continued tovisit with their four daughters, and rebuilt after a fire
destroyed their first house i n1892. |Isabella's husband Robert Could Shaw
took arole i nmanaging theestates while amassing an inportant drama
collection now at Harvard University. Their house "The Pines" was al so
replaced after burning i n1894. Jane Welles Hunnewel|l married Francis
Wlliams Sargent, her second cousin, and they occupied theMorrill House with
their seven children. Youngest son Henry was intimately involved i n the
estate through design of so many structures. He, Mary Bowdith Whitney, and
their four children spent summers at "The Cedars.” I naddition tothe hones,
the Hunnewel | Estates included a range of recreational facilities including
the garden pavilions; a boat house on Lake Wban; a squash court (ca. 1900),
the country's first, at "Hillhurst"; thefirst golf course i nNew England
(1892- ca. 1940); and several tennis courts.

Few changes were nade t ot he Hunnewel | Estates after Horatio Hollis
Hunnewel | 's death i n 1902, at ninety-three. As theautonmobile became popul ar,
garages were added t ohouses. As Hunnewell's grandchildren took over their
parents' hones, changes were nmade t o meet changing circumstances. "The Caks"
was reduced i nsize at this time and its ornament simplified. "The Cedars"
was completely rebuilt, also smaller. A new structure was added t ot he estate
when the Wnn House was noved fromBurlington, Massachusetts. For thenost
part, however, Hunnewell's descendants have continued t orespect, enjoyed, and
maintain hisvision of t heestates.
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Boundary Justification

The nominated district includes thehistoric buildings with their associated parcel
of land that were devel oped by t heWelles and Hunnewel| families during theperiod
of significance. These properties remain alnmost exclusively i ntheownership of

the Hunnewell famly tothis day. To thenorth and northwest |ie Lake Waban and

the canpus of Wellesley College; tothewest, i nNatick, stands theVillage of South
Natick (listed i ntheNational Register as theJohn Eliot Historic District i n1983);
and tothesouth runs theCharles River, which separates Wellesley fromthetow of
Dover.
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